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CHAPTER L 

ThB BiASONS WmOH, in THB FbBSENT AbPBOTS of THOUOHTy BENDIR 
NSCB88ART A GaBBTUL InQXTIBT INTO THB TbXTTH OF THB COMMONLY AO* 
CBFTBD ThBOBIES BESPBOTINa FlTTUBB BeTBIBUTION. 

It is hardly possible to exaggerate the importance of the 
following questions : — 

1. Shall we continue to exist, as personal conscious beings, 
capable of happiness or misery, affcer the death of our 
bodies ; or will death be a sleep from which there will be no 
awakening ? 

2. Assuming that we shall continue thus to exist, what 
are the conditions on which our happiness or misery will 
depend in the unseen world ? 

To these questions, so profoundly interesting to each one 
of us as individuals, Christianity returns two answers, definite 
and distinct — 

1. That we shall thus continue to exist 

2. That our conduct here will exert an influence unspeak^* 
ably important on our condition beyond the grave. 

So much is clear respecting the teaching of Christianity ; 
yet there is no difficulty which, at the present day, presses so 
heavily on the minds of thoughtful men as the various 
doctriaes respecting a future state of retribution, which a vast 
majority of those sections into which the Christian Church is 
divided, affirm to be its teaching on this subject. Although 
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the grounds on wliich these doctrines are alleged to rest 
differ widely from one another, the general conclusion which 
is deduced from them is for all practical purposes the same, 
viz. that Christianity aflSrms that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of that innumerable multitude of men who have 
existed in the past and who exist in the present, will 
after this life is ended pass into a state of endless exist- 
ence in never-ending misery ; for this is the meaning which 
is popularly attached to the word '' damnation." The idea 
that a single individual will continue to exist in a state of 
torment, which will never terminate nor be relieved by a 
single ray of hope, is sufficiently awful ; but when this fate is 
assigned to that innumerable multitude which, according to 
these theories, will constitute the lost, words fetil to express 
its awfulness. K it is true that Christianity affirms this, we 
may almost say, in the words in which our Lord denounced 
the sin of Judas, " Good were it for mankind if they had 
never been bom." 

I need hardly say that to the non-Christian such a doc- 
trine constitutes the greatest of stumbling-blocks ; that to 
the professed unbeliever it constitutes one of the strong- 
holds from which he attacks Christianity; that to the 
thoughtful inquirer after truth it appears to ascribe to God 
a character which the conscience he has implanted in man 
pronounces to be unholy; and that the professed believer 
in it for the most part evades its difficulty, either by refusing 
to meditate on its awful import, or else by inventing some 
way of evading its application to himself or to those near 
and dear to him. Whatever may have been the case in the 
past, so strongly is this difficulty now felt that we seldom 
hear the doctrine of everlasting damnation proclaimed from 
the pulpit, and when it is referred to, it is usually in a very 
mild form compared with the awftil reality which it involves. 
Yet surely, if the affirmations on this subject which are 
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popularly attributed to Christianity are true, and if it afifords 
any means of escaping from this awful fete, humanity itself 
suggests that this doctrine should be proclaimed on the 
housetops, as a warning to the wicked and the careless ; nay, 
more, it ought to have been written plainly, definitely, and 
in a manner beyond the possibility of mistake, in the pages 
of the New Testament, if such was the belief of its various 
wnters. 

The awfulness of the popularly accepted doctrines is so 
great, and the obstacles which they are interposing to the 
acceptance of Christianity are of so serious a character, that 
it is become a matter of the highest importance in the 
present aspects of thought to inquire whether they are 
rightly attributed to the Christian revelation. Before enter- 
ing on this inquiry, however, it will be necessary to 
enumerate and describe the chief theories on this subject 
which have attained a wide acceptance among large sections 
of the Christian Church. 

L — The Athanasian Creed. 

The first of these theories in point of importance is that 
which is laid down in the Athanasian Creed. I say in point 
of importance, because it has been accepted as a correct state- 
ment of Christian truth by the entire Western Church. It 
affirms — 

1. " That whosoever will, i.e. willeth to, be saved, before all 
things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic faith, which 
feith, except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without 
doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the Catholic 
faith is this." 

The writer then proceeds to set forth the true Catholic faith 
respecting the Trinity in twenty-five versicles, which contain 
no less than seventy-two propositions respecting the ontology 
of Deity. He concludes this portion of his subject in the 

b2 
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following words : " He therefore that will, i,e. willeth to, 
be saved, must thus think of the Trinity." 

To this is added a second condition of salvation — 

" Furthermore it is necessary to everlasting salvation that 
he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ/' 

This right faith is then defined in eight versicles which 
contain twenty propositions respecting the ontology of the 
Incarnation. Adding, then, these two sets of definitions 
together, the Creed propounds no less than ninety-two propo- 
sitions of a highly abstract character respecting the ontology 
of Deity and the Incarnation, as the Catholic faith, which 
except a man keep whole and undefiled, he will without 
doubt perish everlastingly. 

The concluding portion of the Creed introduces a moral 
element into this subject. Speaking of Christ as judge of 
quick and dead, it adds — 

" At whose coming, all men shall rise again with their 
bodies, and give account for their own works. And they that 
have done good shall go into life everlasting ; and they that 
have done evil into everlasting fire." 

It then concludes as follows — 

" This is the Catholic faith, which except a man believe 
faithfully, he cannot be saved." 

In considering the affirmations of this creed it is necessary 
that the reader's attention should be drawn to a fact which is 
generally overlooked, that it nowhere defines what is the 
meaning intended by ** perishing everlastingly," or " going 
into everlasting fire." For anything which it affirms to 
the contrary, these expressions may mean annihilation; 
and BO far they are consistent with the theory called " con- 
ditional immortality," or " life in Christ." But it is no less 
certain that the meaning which is attached to them by 
the overwhelming majority of those who read them or 



Digitized by 



Google 



m^m^immmsm^g^sB^mm 



ACCEPTED THEORIES, O 

hear them recited, is "endless existence in never-ending 
torment." 

Only a few brief remarks on this portion of the subject 
will be necessary. 

The earlier portion of the creed makes salvation dependent 
on a strict orthodoxy of belief in a large number of highly 
abstract propositions respecting the ontology of Deity and the 
Incarnation. But the intellectual powers of the overwhelming 
majority of mankind are of so inferior a character as to render 
them utterly incompetent judges of the truth or falsehood of 
propositions of this description, or even of forming a definite 
conception of their meaning. Yet without making any 
exception in favour of those, the inferiority of whose intellec- 
tual powers disables them from forming a judgment on such 
abstractions, or even taking into account the vast variety of 
mental endowments which different men possess, the language 
of the creed in its natural meaning, and without reading 
anything into it between its lines, afifirms that all who do not 
hold " the Catholic faith," as therein defined, " whole and 
undefiled, shall without doubt perish everlastingly." The 
conditions of salvation, then, according to the creed are an 
orthodox faith respecting the ontology of the Godhead and 
the Incarnation, to which it adds the further condition of a 
holy life. 

It is true that numerous theologians have affirmed that we 
must read into this creed numerous qualifications which 
greatly mitigate its harshness. One of the last of these 
is that what are called its damnatory clauses are to be under- 
stood as only applicable to those who, with full knowledge 
and ample means of forming a judgment, reject the doctrines 
as therein propounded.* Subject to this qualification, the 

* It has eyen been proposed to place before it a rubric a£Srming that it is in 
this sense that the so-caUed *' damnatory or warning danses" are accepted hj 
the Church of England. 
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number of those who reject it will be few, if any. But of 
this and other qualifications of its natural meaning, the creed 
itself contains no hint. 

n. — The Creeds of the Bomak Catholic Church. 

Bespecting these my remarks may be brief. It will be 
sufficient to observe that they embrace dogmatic affirmations 
on very numerous complicated positions in theology, with 
the modem addition of a belief in the immaculate conception 
of the Virgin, and of the infallibility of the Pope ; and 
that they declare those who are unable to accept the whole 
range of dogmas contained in the creeds and confessions o 
this Church to be outcasts from the kingdom of heaven. In 
a word, no small number of their dogmas stand out in contra- 
diction to the entire range of modem thought. 

IIL — ^TiaE Predestinarian Theory. 

This theory is commonly, but incorrectly, designated Cal- 
vinism ; I say " incorrectly," because its fundamental prin- 
ciples were propounded in a systematic form ages before 
Calvin, by St. Augustine ; but it should be observed that in 
its later forms it has imdergone considerable modifications. 
Its importance arises from the fact that it imderlies the con- 
fessions of &ith of nearly all the Churches which sprung out 
of the Reformation, and is still retained in those of most of 
the Churches which are descended from them. The princi- 
ples which imderlie the original theory, and its various sub- 
sequent modifications, may be briefly stated thus — 

According to it, God in his secret counsels before the founda- 
tion of the world, for the purpose of manifesting his glory, has 
elected a comparatively small number of mankind to everlast- 
ing life and felicity, and has left the remainder in that condition 
of ruin which, according to this theory, was occasioned by the 
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fall ; or, according to its more logical form, has predestined 
them to everlasting damnation. This election and reproba* 
tion are the result of what is euphemistically called '* God's 
good pleasure," but more correctly His arbitrary will ; for, 
according to this theory, the choice is made irrespective of all 
moral considerations in the elect. In canying out this pur- 
pose He created the first human pair, and so constituted 
things, that in the event of their transgressing a particular 
command they would not only incur the penalty of ever- 
lasting damnation, i.e. everlasting life in never-ending 
misery, but all their descendants, though they had no part 
in their guilt, would participate in their ruin. They feU ; 
and in consequence of their fall the entire human race, even 
infimts who have died before they have had the opportunity 
of committing actual sin, have become the subjects of Gk)d*s 
wrath and damnation. Such being man's ruined state by 
nature, it pleased Qod, for the purpose of manifesting the 
glory of His grace, to choose certain individuals, who, irre- 
spective of any good thing in them or done by them, should 
be rescued from this state of ruin, and brought to everlasting 
salvation ; and, for the manifestation of His justice, either to 
predestine the remainder to everlasting damnation, or to pass 
them by and leave them in the state of ruin in which they 
were involved by the falL To realise this purpose of saving 
the elect the Incarnation was effected, and, in conformity with 
a covenant entered into between the Father and the Son in 
the secret counsels of the Godhead, they were given to the 
latter to redeem. This the Son undertook to accomplish by 
satisfying the demands of the Father's justice for their sins, 
original and actual This he effected by offering Himself a 
sacrifice to the Father, in doing which He drank out to the 
dr^ the cup of Divine indignation, which, but for his 
interposition, must have been exhausted by the elect. Here 
we encounter two views : one which affirms that Christ 
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died for the sins of the elect only ; the other, that he 
suffered the penalty due for the sins of the whole world, 
Jbut that the non-elect, inasmuch as they have never received 
what is designated " an effectual calling," receive no benefit 
from His atoning work, which, on the contrary, rather tends 
to aggravate their ruin. Into the consideration of the 
various opinions as to the mode in which the final salvation 
of the elect will be secured we need not enter. 
. let it be observed, that the view which represents God 
as having consigned the non-elect to everlasting perdition 
by a direct decree, and that which affirms that He has 
simply passed them over and left them exposed to all the 
consequences of the broken Adamic covenant, involve a 
distinction without a difference. This is obvious, for if none 
J)Ut the elect will be saved and if the non-elect will be lost, it 
matters little whether their everlasting ruin has been the 
result of a direct Divine decree, or of their having been left 
exposed to the consequences of the &1L The result is the 
same in either case, for according to the theory their terrible 
fate is due not to their own sin but to a transgression in 
which they had no share, and nothing which they can do is 
capable of rescuing them from it. The latter view has 
been propounded simply to avoid the direct affirmation that 
God has created a large portion of mankind for the purpose 
of glorifying what is strangely called "His justice," by 
directly consigning them to everlasting ruin. Such, stripped 
of all disguises, is the predestinarian theory. 

IV. — The Baptismal Theory. 

This theory has been, and is even now, held by numerous 
sections of the CThurch. As far as the consequences of the 
fall are concerned, between it and the predestinarian theory 
there is no essential difference ; for they both concur in 
affirming that all men are by nature children of wrath, from 
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the consequences of which no effort of their own can deliver 
them. But from this fearful condition the theory which we 
are now considering provides a partial deliverance in the 
sacrament of baptism, which, if administered rightly* conveys 
remission of original sin, i,e. of all the consequences entailed 
on man by the £ei11, of all actual sins if repented of, and 
the additional benefit of " spiritual regeneration." To this last 
word various meanings are attached ; it may mean more, but 
it never means less, than a transference from the kingdom of 
the evil one into the kingdom of God, in which are such 
means of grace that it is a man's own fault if he fails to 
attain to everlasting salvation. 

This theory is evidently a great improvement on the one 
we have just considered ; but it leaves the unbaptised, i,e. 
the overwhelming majority of mankind, exposed to all the 
consequences of a sin in which they had no part, and 
of their actual transgressions. Carried out to its legitimate 
consequences, it consigns all unbaptised infants, though 
they have died before it was possible for them to commit 
an actual sin, just as the predestinarian theory consigns 
those who are non-elect, to everlasting damnation. From 
this result even the moral sense of Augustine, who first 
reduced these theories to a systematic form, recoiled. He 
therefore provided for infants a milder hell, designated 
the " limbo infantium," yet still a most unpleasant con- 
dition to live in everlastingly. Others have endeavoured 
to hide from themselves the terrible consequences of this 
theory, by consigning the unbaptised to what they desig- 
nate " the uncovenanted mercies of God," which words, what- 
ever they may be supposed to imply, mean something very 

* There are yarious theories as to what right administration consists in, some 
holding it to be valid if administered by a layman, a woman, or a heretic, 
while others affirm that it is essential to the validity, both of this and the other 
sacrament, that it should be administered by one who possesses what is desig- 
nated Apostolical Succession. 
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different fipom the mercies of the Gospel. So obvious is 
the inference from this theory that even imbaptised infjEints 
may be the just subjects of God's wrath and damnation, that 
the compilers of the baptismal service of the Church of Eng- 
land have deemed it necessary to add to it a rubric which 
affirms that " it is certain, from God's word, that children 
who are baptised, dying before they commit actual sin, are 
undoubtedly saved." The natural inference from such words 
is, that there is no certainty of the salvation of those who die 
unbaptised, or, in other words, that it is consistent with the 
Divine character to leave such exposed to the condemnation 
which is affirmed to be due to every one who is naturally 
engendered of the offspring of Adam, although they have 
had no part in Adam's transgression or in the production of 
those evil results in themselves with which it has been 
attended. 

V. — The Sectarian Theories. 

Similar results follow from the theories propounded by those 
sects which affirm that there is no salvation outside their 
communion, and that they are in exclusive possession of the 
means of grace. The logical result of such theories is to 
consign the overwhelming majority of mankind either to 
everlasting damnation or to what are designated the uncove- 
nanted mercies of God. 

VI. — The Popular Theories. 

Popular belief varies considerably respecting the conditions 
which will admit one man to heaven and consign another to 
hell, and for the most part is indeterminate and vague. 
The following opinions are the most important : — 

1. That it is necessary for the attainment of salvation to 
pass through certain religious experiences, which are desig- 
nated " conversion ;*' and that those who die in an uncon- 
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verted state, having no share in the mercies of the Gospel, 
will be consigned to that place which is popularly understood 
by hell. What constitutes conversion is variously defined, 
according to the views which are entertained by diflferent 
sects respecting its nature, but they for the most part agree 
in affirming that it is some action of the Spirit of God on the 
spirit of man, which is capable of being perceived by the 
consciousness of the individual. In one opinion, however, 
they all concur, that the unconverted will form an overwhelm- 
ing majority of mankind. 

2. That a cordial acceptance of what is called the doctrine 
of the atonement (what that doctrine is, is variously defined), 
and an exercise of a personal faith in Jesus Christ, is neces- 
sary for salvation. Some, however, modify this theory, and 
affirm that although faith is jiecessar}"^ to salvation, yet 
the necessary faith may be something short of this, but what 
it is is left indeterminate. This theory in like manner 
excludes from salvation the great majority of mankind, and 
exclusion from salvation, according to popular ideas, means 
damnation. 

The remainder of the popular beliefs on this subject, owing 
to their indefiniteness, are difficult to formulate in propo- 
sitions, but they concur in the following affirmations : — 

1. That there will be no intermediate state of probation 
after death, in which it may be possible for those who die 
not incurably wicked, or whose probation in this life has been 
passed under unfavourable conditions, to repent and turn 
to God ; and that mankind at the day of judgment will be 
separated into two divisions, designated the righteous and 
the wicked, which will be exhaustive of the human race, the 
one of which will go to heaven and the other to hell, thus 
leaving no place for an intermediate class who are fitted for 
neither. 

2. That mankind thus divided will enter into a state of 
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happiness or misery, which will be unchangeable throughout 
the eternity to come ; and that the misery of the wicked will 
be everlasting, admitting neither of alleviation nor of hope ; 
and that they will constitute an overwhelming majority of 
mankind. 

Such are the chief theories respecting the condition of 
mankind after death, which have been accepted as the teach- 
ing of the Christian revelation by one or more of the chief 
sections into which the Christian Church is divided. Their 
extreme awfulness has caused various modifications of them 
to be propounded. Of these, those which have attained the 
widest acceptance are — 

1. The doctrine of purgatory, as it has been held by the 
Roman and by several of the Oriental Churches. 

This professes to provide an instrumentality whereby those 
who "die without having committed what is designated 
" deadly sin," and who have fulfilled some condition which 
entitles them to escape from hell, may expiate their venial 
sins and become qualified for the enjoyments and the employ- 
ments of the heavenly world, the expiation being eflfected 
through some form of penal suffering. This theory, whatever 
may be its defects — and they are many — ^has at least the 
merit of propounding a means of rescuing from never-ending 
torment a considerable number of those who, according to 
widespread popular beliefs, will be consigned to it The 
sufferings of purgatory may be great and of long duration, 
but they will be neither hopeless nor endless, such 
as those which are attributed to the hell of popular 
theology.* 

* I am here speakiiig of purgatory apart from the latter abases of this doc* 
trine, such as the efficacy of indulgences, transfers of the superabundant merits 
of the saints, and various acts supposed to free the sufferers in it from a portion 
of the sufferings due to their sins. 
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2. The theory designated "Kfe in Christ," or "conditional 
immortality." 

According to this theory, all men are naturally mortal, and 
their survival after death is no natural endowment of man, 
but is a gift bestowed on him through Jesus Christ. Man, 
however, as originally created, might have avoided death by 
eating of the tree of life ; but this condition of things, in con- 
sequence of the sin of their progenitor, now no longer exists ; 
yet, as the result of the Incarnation, all men will be raised 
again in their bodies and rewarded or punished according 
to their works, the wicked passing into a state of suffering, 
which will ultimately destroy them. This is affirmed to be 
the real teaching of the New Testament respecting future 
retribution, and that the expressions therein used, such as 
death, destruction, and others of similar import, signify 
cessation of existence, and not continued existence in never- 
ending misery. 

3. The theory of universal salvation. 

This theory affirms that Christianity teaches that there is 
a time coming in the distant future when every being who 
possesses a moral nature will be brought into voluntary sub- 
jection to God ; that neither reason nor Scripture affords any 
ground for believing that human probation terminates at 
death, and that it is the end and purpose of the Incarnation 
to bring all things into voluntary subjection to Jesus Christ. 

4. The theory of the late Professor Maurice. 
This theory may be briefly stated as follows : — 

The words alwv and cuwvio^y which are usually translated 
in the Authorised Version by some words denoting existence 
without limits to its duration, are frequently used in the 
New Testament in a moral sense without any reference to 
time. When they are used to denote duration, they mean 
an age, a dispensation ; but when not so used, they denote 
a state of mind which is capable of enjoying commimion 
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with God. From this it follows that "eternal life" being 
such a condition of mind, "eternal death" must be its 
direct opposite. Consequently the word " heaven " is not 
intended to denote a definite locality, but a state of mind 
in dose communion with God, and hell one of alienation 
from h\TT\^ of which the first constitutes the highest happiness 
of which a rational being is capable, and the latter its misery 
and ruin. But inasmuch as it is a great truth that God 
wills not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should 
turn from his wickedness and live, it follows that all God's 
punishments are intended to be remedial Consequently 
nothing can be worse for the sinner than that God should 
cease to punish him. On the other hand, God will continue 
to punish him as long as he continues to sin. As long, 
therefore, as God continues to punish, there is hope for the 
salvation of the sinner. Hence it follows that "eternal 
death," in its most awful aspect, is when God leaves the 
sinner unpunished in his sin ; but what will be the ultimate 
fate of such the theory leaves in considerable obscurity. 

The difficulties with which the theories which we have 
been considering are attended have been attempted to be 
concealed, by affirming that it is our duty to avoid passing 
an opinion on a subject so mysterious, and to leave it in the 
hands of God. But it is a subject which is far too per- 
sonally interesting to each of us to be thus quietly passed 
over; and it is impossible to prevent thoughtful men, by 
a reason such as this, from giving their gravest consideration 
to a subject so profoundly interesting to us as individuals. 
Nor are these difficulties lessened by the consideration, which 
has been frequently urged, that there are various things 
respecting the divine government of the universe into which 
the finite intellect of man cannot penetrate, and respecting 
which, therefore, it is an inadequate judge. This is undoubt- 
edly true, but it has nothing to do with the subject which 
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we are now considering ; for the moral questions which are 
involved in these theories are the very things on which oup 
enlightened conscience and moral sense are fully qualified to 
decide. Their first and primary dictate is, that might does 
not constitute right ; and, after making due allowance for the 
relative positions of God and man, that what would be unholy 
in man cannot be holy in God. This being so, vain must be 
all attempts to hinder the human mind from sitting in judg- 
ment on the question, whether the results of these theories 
are in conformity with what reason and revelation aflfirm 
respecting the character of that God of whom the Christ of 
the Grospels is the image and likeness. 

Before concluding this chapter, let us endeavour to realise 
in thought what the words " Everlasting danmation," accord- 
ing to the popular conception of it, really mean. It is almost 
universally understood to mean an existence without end, in 
a state of misei^y which will never cease. 

Most of those who use these words fail to realise their 
awfulness. This our limited faculties, even when taxed to 
their utmost powers, are unable to do. I will, therefore, use 
an illustration which has been often used before, but which 
will help us to form an approximate conception of their awful 
meaning. Let us suppose this entire globe to be dissolved 
into grains of sand as minute as those on the ocean shore, 
and that each of these represents a thousand years. Their 
exhaustion involves a period so immense that our feeble 
minds are utterly unable to grasp a duration so vast ; but 
vast as it is, being finite, it must have a termination. Yet 
when these millions of millions of millions of ages have run 
out, the misery of those who perish everlastingly will, accord- 
ing to the popular theory, be no nearer a termination than 
when they first began. This will be equally true if we suppose 
the sun and the planets and the whole stellar universe which 
is visible to the best optical instruments, to be resolved into 
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similar grains of sand, and that each grain represents a thou- 
sand years. Still, when every grain has been exhausted, there 
will still remain an endless existence in never-ending misery 
beyond. Is not this an appalling thought, even if it is to be 
the fate of only a single individual ? But when we consider 
the array of figures which would be required to represent the 
numbers of the human race who have existed in the past — 
according to the best computatioas more than twelve hundred 
millions exist in the present — and that those who, according 
to the above theories, will thus perish everlastingly will con-^ 
stitute an overwhelming majority of them, the thought is so 
awful that it may well set men thinking whether such 
theories can possibly be true. Yet such is the action which 
popular Christianity attributes to Him whom the Christian 
Scriptures aflSrm to be the Father of mercies, the God of 
all comfort, and of whom Jesus Christ is the image and 
likeness. 

That these theories are widespread as the genuine teachings 
of the Christian revelation, the following quotations prove 
beyond the power of contradiction. The first is from a sermon 
of one who is in the habit of addressing the largest congre* 
gation in London. 

" Only conceive," says the preacher, " that poor wretch in 
the flames who is saying, O for one drop of water to cool 
my parched tongue ! See how his tongue hangs from his 
blistering lips, how it excoriates and bums the lips of his 
mouth as it were a firebrand ! Behold him crying for a drop 
of water ! I will not picture the scene. Suffice it for me to 
close up by saying that the hell of hells will be to thee, poor 
sinner, the thought that it is to be to thee for ever. Thou 
wilt look up there on the throne of God, and on it shall be 
written, For ever. When the damned jingle the burning irons 
of their torments they shall say, For ever. When they howl, 
echo cries, For ever," &c. 
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The following is from a sermon of the same preacher of a 
much later date : — 

^'We are sometimes accused, my brethren, of using 
language too harsh, too ghastly, too alarming, with respect 
to the world to come ; but we will not soon change our 
note ; for we solemnly believe that if we could speak thun- 
derbolts, and in every look were a lightning flash ; if our 
eyes dripped blood instead of tears, no tones, words, gestures, 
or similitudes of dread, could exaggerate the awful condition 
of a soul which has refused the Qospel and is delivered over 
to justice." 

Our second quotation is from a tract written by a Soman 
Catholic priest, entitled " A Tract for Children and Young 
Persons. The Sight of HelL Published by the permission 
of his Superiors." We may therefore draw the conclusion 
that these Superiors, whoever they may be, hold some im- 
portant position in this Church, and consider that its contents 
are suitable teaching for children and young people. 

" See in the middle of that red-hot floor," says the author, 
" stands a girl who looks about sixteen years old ; her feet are 
bare. Listen, she speaks. ' I have been standing on this 
red-hot floor for years. Look at my burnt and bleeding feet. 
Let me go off this burning floor for one moment.' The fifth 
dimgeon is a red-hot oven. The little child is in that red- 
hot oven. Hear how it screams to come out ; see how it 
bums and turns itself about in the fire. It beats its head 
against the roof of the oven. It stamps its little feet on the 
floor. God was very good to this little child. Very likely 
God saw that it would get worse and worse, and would never 
repent, and so it would have to be punished more severely in 
helL So God, in his mercy, called it out of the world in 
early childhood." 

These quotations speak for themselves. The reader will 
scarcely be surprised to be informed that the tract from which 
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the last passage is a quotation was very recently circulated 
among the frequenters of Mr. Bradlaugh's Hall of Science, 
as an Bxample of what the largest section into which the 
Christian Church is divided aflSrms to be the teaching of 
Christianity respecting future retribution. After all, awful 
as are these citations, they are little more than the popular 
doctrinea on this subject " writ large.'' I need hardly add, 
that it is impossible to put a greater stumbling-block in the 
way of unbelievers than such representations of Christian 
teaching. 

But not only are the commonly accepted doctrines 
respecting retribution a stumbling-block to unbelievers, to 
doubters, and to the heathen, when they are told by the 
inissionary that they are essential features of the Gospel of 
the God of mercy, grace, and love ; but they are scarcely 
less so to a large and increasing body of intelligent Christian 
laymen, who are unable to believe that the Author of the 
Universe has created the human race with the clear fore- 
sight that the result of his creative work would be that 
an overwhelming majority of those who have lived during 
the past, and who are living in the present, after the few 
brief years of this present life, will enter on a life of misery 
which will present no hope of termination throughout the 
endless ages of the fiitura This they are unable to believe ; 
and when they are told that they must accept this doctrine 
as true, or in rejecting its truth they must reject Chris- 
tianity along with it, they are far more likely to adopt the 
latter alternative than the former. Nor, as I have already 
intimated, do those who profess to believe in these doctrines 
act on them as though they were realities ; for if they are 
true Mr. Spurgeon's description of their awfiil character is 
scarcely overdrawn ; yet their belief in them is inert, and 
they for the most part reftise to contemplate the dread 
realities behind, or to warn those who are near and dear to 
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them of their danger in tones of corresponding earnest- 
ness. 

These things being so, it is become a matter of supreme 
importance carefully and calmly to investigate whether these 
doctrines are the teachings of the New Testament respecting 
that future state of retribution which it affirms to await 
man beyond the grave ; or whether they are unauthorised 
human inventions. In conducting this inquiry it will be 
necessary to appeal to both reason and revelation ; for, as 
Bishop Butler justly observes, however imperfect our reason 
may be, it forms our only guide to enable us to judge of the 
truth of a revelation. A candle may be an imperfect light, 
but if we have no other it would be the height of folly to 
refuse to use it. On moral questions also, affirmations of 
the enlightened conscience and moral sense are authoritative, 
for they constitute our only guide to enable us to discriminate 
between right and wrong, between what is morally good and 
what is morally evil The subject must be approached with 
reverence; but no consideration must hinder us from 
ascribing holiness, justice, mercy, and love to our Creator ; 
for if He is not holy, just, merciful, and loving, the New 
Testament affirms of Him that which is not true, and conse- 
quently it is impossible that it can contain the record of a 
Divine revelation. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HuifAN Rbsponsibilitt yikwbd nr bel^tion to thb Ditinb Attributes of 
JuErriOE, HoLmsss, Ain> Benbyolencb, as thbt abb affibmbd by Bbasost 

AND BNUNCIATBD BT BbYBLATION. 

It will be necessary to commence the consideration of tHs 
subject by inquiring what is meant when it is affirmed that 
God is just ; that He wiU judge the world in righteousness ; 
that the judge of all the earth wiU certainly do right ; and 
other similar expressions. In a word, when we ascribe jus- 
tice to God, do we mean that the Divine justice may be 
something very diflferent from the human conception of it ? 
This is a question all important to our present inquiry. 

The investigation of this subject is rendered necessary 
because a class of CJhristian writers, under the idea that they 
were defending Revelation, have affirmed that when we 
ascribe such attributes as justice, holiness, mercy, and benevo- 
lence to God, such conceptions are only relatively and not 
absolutely true. This position is founded on the assumption 
that the affirmation that God is both infinite, absolute, and 
the first cause of all things, involves us in a number of 
logical contradictions. From this the inference has been 
drawn that because God is infinite and man finite, and inas- 
much as the finite cannot comprehend the infinite, all our 
supposed knowledge of God's character and perfections is not 
a knowledge of God as he actually exists, but one which is 
only relative; or in other words, that justice, holiness, 
mercy, and benevolence, as they exist in God, may diflfer 
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widely from our human conceptions of those qualities. To 
put the matter plainly, according to this theory, our human 
conception of justice may differ widely from that of justice as 
it exists in God ; and when ^t. Paul declares that He will 
judge the world in righteousness, God's standard of what 
constitutes a righteous judgment may differ widely from our 
human conception of what constitutes justice. 

These positions have been endeavoured to be proved by 
a mass of metaphysical reasonings of a highly abstract 
character. With them I will not trouble the reader, my in- 
tention being simply to appeal to the principles of common 
sense. I shall only draw his attention to the fact that on 
these principles as a foundation, that system of philosophy 
designated Agnosticism is erected, which for all the practical 
purposes of life is neither more nor less than moral Atheism. 
Christian Agnostics, however, have taken a different course, 
and have argued that inasmuch as it is impossible to know 
anything of God as he actually is by the aid of man's rational 
faculties, the only way in which a knowledge of Him 
can be attained is by a revelation. This being so, the infer- 
ence is drawn that a revelation is not only possible but 
necessary. 

It is simply marvellous that the obvious objection to this 
last position should have escaped the notice of the eminent 
metaphysical theologian who first' propounded this theory to 
the English public in a systematic form. According to that 
theory the human understanding, because it is finite, is in- 
capable of attaining any real knowledge of the infinite, that is, 
of God. But if this is owing to its limitations, it is impossible 
that a true knowledge of God can be introduced into a finite 
mind even by a revelation. A very homely illustration will 
make this plain. A vessel which is so conditioned that, owing 
to its size, it is only capable of holding a pint, can by no 
possibility, no, not even by infinite power, as long as the con- 
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ditions temain the same, be made to hold a gallon ; for the 
contrary supposition involves a contradiction. If, then, 
man, owing to his finiteness, is so conditioned as to be 
incapable of embracing a true conception of God as he actu- 
ally is, he must be equally incapable of doing so if his 
supposed knowledge is derived from a revelation. This being 
so, the fatal consequence follows that even the revelation of 
God which the Christian Scriptures affirm to have been made 
in the person of Him who declared, " He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father," only conveys a knowledge of God 
which is relative and not a knowledge of Him as He actually 
is. In accordance with this principle, the author above re- 
ferred to speaks of the attributes which the Scriptures 
ascribe to God as regulative only, by which is meant that 
although we should act on the assumption that they are true 
representations of the divine attributes, yet that the realities 
as they exist in God may differ widely from our human con- 
ceptions of them. If this be so, it may be justly asked, What 
becomes of the Christian doctrine of the Incarnation ? Is 
Jesus Christ the Image of the invisible God, or is He one 
which is only relative and regulative, and not a veritable 
revelation of the Father ? If the latter, the incarnation is 
imreal. 

It is hardly possible to conceive of a position more fetal 
to Christianity than the one in question. God demands 
love, adoration, and reverence. "The first of all the 
commandments is, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength." How, I ask, is it possible to love a 
being our knowledge of whom is only relative ? If we 
love God it must be because something really exists in 
Him which we can recognise as lovely. We are incapable 
of loving an idea, a conception, a tendency, or anything 
which is merely relative ; we can only love a being who 
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possesses attributes whicli excite our love. We can love 
Qod as He shines out in the person of Jesus Christ, because 
we believe that the character of our Lord is a manifestation 
of a reality as it exists in God ; but it is impossible to 
arouse in the human heart either adoration, reverence, or love 
for a conception which has no corresponding reality. The 
affirmation, therefore, that " God is love," is either an affirma- 
tion of a reality as it exists in God or it is misleading and 
untrue ; and when the Apostle adds that "He that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him," it is evident that he 
must have regarded the affection of love in man as the same 
as the affection of love which exists in God, or else his 
utterance is devoid of meaning. 

One of the things which imparted to this system of 
Christian Agnosticism a degree of plausibility was that it not 
only seemed to break in pieces some of the advanced teaching 
of unbelieving philosophy, but that it afforded an apparent 
escape from the difficulties involved in the affirmations 
both of systematic and popular theology respecting the 
condition of man after death. Many of these positions — 
may I not say an overwhelming majority of them— are felt 
to be inconsistent with the ideas of justice, holiness, and 
mercy, as they are affirmed by man's enlightened conscience 
and moral sense. But if these attributes as they exist in 
God differ from our human conceptions of those qualities, 
not a few were induced to think that this position opened a 
way of escape from the difficulties in question. The result, 
however, of these theories has been to put into the hands of 
unbelief a more dangerous weapon than it has ever yet 
wielded against Theism and Christianity, as is abundantly 
proved by the state of modem unbelieving thought, for they 
are accepted by Mr. Herbert Spencer as the foundation of his 
Agnostic philosophy, which affirms that God is unknown and 
unknowable, and that, therefore, human conduct should bo 
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regulated without any reference to Him. This form of im- 
belief is now become widespread among cultured unbelievers, 
being the most plausible yet most dangerous form of unbelief 
which has ever been propoimded. 

What, then, are the points in these theories which bear on 
the subject we are now considering ? I answer, that while 
pure Agnosticism affirms that we can know nothing of the 
first cause of the universe, ix. God, except that He exists ; 
Christian Agnosticism affirms that our finite conceptions 
are inadequate as representations of the various attributes 
as they exist in God, and, therefore, that the Divine 
attributes may be very different from our human conceptions 
of them. Consequently the attributes which are ascribed to 
God in the Scriptures, such as justice, holiness, mercy, benevo- 
lence, and even personality itself, are no adequate representa- 
tions of the Divine realities, which may differ widely from our 
human conceptions of such qualities ; or, to put the position 
nakedly, the attribute of justice as it exists in God, and in 
conformity with which He will judge the world, may be 
something different from that which our conscience and 
moral sense pronounce to be just and righteous. 

Not to enter into a number of interminable discussions 
respecting the nature of the infinite, I observe that the 
proper term to describe God's moral attributes is not infinite, 
but perfect. The reason of this is, that the idea which 
underlies the word " infinite " is quantitative, whereas some 
of the attributes which we ascribe to God are incapable of 
being so viewed. Of these, justice and holiness are examples. 
Both of these attributes admit only of the idea of perfection, 
and are entirely free from that of quantity, which is insepa- 
rable from that of infinitude. Thus imperfect justice is not 
justice, but injustice, as far as it is imperfect. I fully admit 
that when we affirm that justice is an attribute of God, our 
conception of justice is a human one, but if man is made in 
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the image of God, as Christianity affirms, and God not 
fashioned after the image of man, the fact that it is a human 
conception does not prevent it from being an attribute which 
really exists in God ; and when we affirm that God's justice 
is perfect we mean that God's omniscience gives him a per- 
fect knowledge of the minutest circumstances connected with 
each individual, and that this enables him to estimate 
correctly the precise degree of his responsibility. This 
knowledge man has not, and, therefore, as far as this igno- 
rance prevails, his estimate of the character of an act is 
imperfect, and, consequently, the judgment formed of it par- 
takes of the same degree of imperfection. 

But this defect of our knowledge does not prevent our 
conception of justice from being a true representation of that 
attribute as it exists in God. The only difference between 
justice as administered by God, and justice as administered 
by man, is that the omniscience of God enables him to take 
into accoimt the circumstances of a man's birth, of his sur- 
roundings, and of those tendencies which have been trans- 
mitted from ancestors, with the formation of which as an 
individual he has had nothing to do, and for which he is 
therefore irresponsible. This a human judge is incapable of 
doing, and therefore justice, as administered by him, is 
necessarily imperfect Thus, in the case of murder, a 
human judge is incapable of taking into account the 
various antecedents which have helped to form the mur- 
derer's character, and which, as far as they have not been 
created by himself, modify the guilt of the deed. Human 
law defines as murder every act of killing which is not done in 
self-defence, or as the result of an overwhelming provocation, 
or of unsound mind, and sentences every variety of action 
that comes within this definition to the penalty of death ; 
but the omniscience of God enables Him to see in these 
actions, which according to human law constitute murder, a 
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great variety of moral guilt. I have selected this particular 
crime merely as an illustration, but the principle is appli- 
cable to every act of which law takes cognisance. Further, 
there are many crimes, involving the deepest moral delin- 
quency, of which human law is unable to take any cogni- 
sance whatever, but which God as a righteous judge will 
certainly bring into judgment. 

The same remarks are true, mviatis mutandis, of the 
Divine holiness, i.e, the human conception of holiness is a 
true representation of holiness as it exists in God, or, in 
other words, God's holiness cannot be one thing and man's 
holiness another. If this were possible, the command, " Be 
ye holy, for I the Lord your God am holy," would be utterly 
unmeaning. I admit that the attributes of benevolence and 
mercy may be conceived of as admitting of degrees, and that 
a man may be spoken of as benevolent and merciful without 
being perfectly benevolent and merciful ; but yet the human 
conception of benevolence and mercy does not differ from the 
Divine reality, except that these attributes exist in man in an 
imperfect, whereas they exist in God in a perfect form, 
summed up in the declaration, "God is love," to which 
the Apostle adds, "he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him." 

From the above reasonings the following deductions are 
necessary consequences : — 

1. The conception of justice, as it is aflSrmed by the en- 
lightened conscience and moral sense, is a true representation 
of justice as it exists in God. 

2. The human conception of holiness, as it is affirmed 
by the enlightened conscience and moral sense, is a true 
representation of holiness as it exists in God. 

3. The conceptions of mercy and benevolence, as they 
exist in God and man, do not differ in kind but in degree, 
the one being perfect, the other imperfect ; the negative side 
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of God's benevolence being well expressed in one of the 
collects of the Church of England, " God hates nothing that 
He has made ; " its positive side by a passage in the Psalms, 
** His mercies are over all His works^" 

It will perhaps be urged, as an objection to the first of 
these positions, that whereas it is contrary to the human con- 
ception of justice for one man to kill another, yet God has a 
right to take life at his pleasure. The answer to this is 
obvious. Justice takes into consideration the relations 
which exist between the parties, and those which exist 
between man and man and between God and man differ 
widely. Man has not given to his brother man the gift of 
life, and therefore he has no right to take it from him. God 
has conferred on him this gift, and therefore he has a right 
to withdraw it at his good pleasure. The only exception 
to this is, when its withdrawal is attended with suffering 
which is not inflicted as a punishment for past sin, or with 
suffering which is not intended to be corrective, i.e. to raise 
the sufferer to a higher degree of moral elevation. In the 
latter case suffering is not only consistent with the Divine 
justice, but with the Divine benevolence. 

It has been urged in vindication of certain theological 
positions that the possession of almighty power gives the 
Creator a right to do what he will with those beings whom he 
has created. But by no possibility can might be translated 
into right The two conceptions differ from one another 
utterly and entirely ; and all the efforts of an uiibelieving 
philosophy have failed to translate the one into the other. 
God is almighty in power, but its exercise by Him is limited 
by His attributes of justice, holiness, mercy, and benevolence, 
from which it is true to say that He cannot swerve, in the 
same sense as it is true to say, " God that cannot lie ; " i.e. to 
do so would contradict His moral nature, which is the 
essence of His being. He is glorious in power, but he is still 
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more glorious in that power in Him can only be exerted in 
conformity with His moral perfections, for He cannot deny 
Himself. 

Assuming the above principles to be incontestably true, it 
follows that the righteous judge of all the earth will only 
hold man accountable for what he is responsible, and that 
therefore He cannot punish him, consistently with His justice, 
for anything in him which is independent of the control of 
his will. To act otherwise would not be justice, but injustice. 
The things therefore for which we are irresponsible are — 

1. That tendency to moral evil which has been transmitted 
to us by our ancestors, in the creation of which we, as 
individuals, have had no part. That such a tendency, 
though greatly varying in degree, exists in man is not a 
theory but an unquestionable &ct. 

2. The variations in intellectual powers which exist in 
different men. Thus some are endowed with the highest 
mental powers, while others are bom idiots. Between 
these two extremes lie the utmost variety of mental endow- 
ment. But with the production of our mental powers we 
have had nothing to do, for the distinction between one man 
and another has been determined by a higher power than 
man. But [our intellectual and our moral nature are inti- 
mately imited and correlated to one another, so that defects 
in the one cause defects in the other. For those of our 
actions, therefore, which are due to defects in our mental 
constitution we are irresponsible. 

To these must be added all those actions which are per- 
formed in childhood. It is evident that an infant possesses 
no responsibility. Both its intellectual and its moral nature 
are undeveloped, and its conscience is unformed. While this 
continues so it can possess no more responsibility for its 
actions than an animal. It is true that at an early age it 
is capable of displaying passions and affections, but these 
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are purely instinctive. It is no less certain, however, that 
the irresponsible infant, in process of time, has become 
a responsible agent ; but no human intellect can determine 
the year, the month, the day, or the hour, when the 
irresponsible infant became a responsible being. This has 
been dependent on the gradual and unseen growth of its 
moral and intellectual powers, and of a rational will, 
which is capable of resisting the force of the appetites 
and passions. This being so, the precise period when the 
irresponsible infant became a responsible agent can only 
be known to Him who knows all things. Between these two 
periods, however, there lies one of mixed responsibility and 
irresponsibility, the precise nature of which can only be 
correctly estimated by Him who is able to penetrate into the 
secrets of the heart. 

3. The conditions of our birth and surroundings. With 
respect to these conditions we have had no choice. They are 
determined for us, and not by us ; yet they exert a powerful 
influence on the formation of our characters, and on very 
large numbers of mankind that influence is an extremely 
unfavpurable one. The power of this influence for good or 
for evil is only known to Him who knows all things. 

The important influence exerted on our characters by 
the moral and spiritual atmosphere into which we are bom 
is undeniable. By being born into it we, of necessity, 
spend all our early years in constantly inhaling it, whereby 
we become to a great extent assimilated to it. Thus one 
is bom into an atmosphere which is comparatively pure ; 
another, who inherits vicious tendencies from ancestors 
deeply tainted with vice, is bom into a family and a neigh- 
bourhood whose entire surroundings are vice and degra- 
dation. That such things exert a powerful influence on the 
fDrmation of character is proved by the fact that in the case 
of the overwhelming majority of mankind, in that spiritual 
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and moral atmosphere into which they are bom, and which 
they have breathed from their earliest childhood, they grow 
up, live, and die. It is true that in certain cases they 
succeed in elevating themselves above it, but with respect 
to the great majority the only change is that they sink into a 
state of greater degradation. Yet for their characters, as far 
08 they are the inevitable result of their birth, and their 
moral and spiritual environment, and are not self-caused^ 
they can have no responsibility ; for responsibility can only 
exist where there is freedom to do or to forbear. 

4. Speaking generally, therefore, inasmuch as where there 
is no freedom there can be no responsibility, God cannot con- 
sistently with his justice punish a man for what he has had 
no hand in doing. Inherited evil, of whatever kind, is not 
his sin but his misfortune. It is therefore not the proper 
subject of punishment. It is in fact no more the subject of 
just punishment than inherited physical disease. Moral evil, 
however it may have originated, is doubtless repugnant and 
therefore offensive to God. But where it is not self-caused it 
cannot be the subject of just punishment, but, on the con- 
trary, it appeals to the Divine compassion. Hence, in the 
words of the Evangelist, **God sent his Son to be the 
Saviour of the world." 

6. There are a very numerous class of actions which in- 
volve only a modified responsibility, viz. those in which 
conscience and will have to resist the attacks of the appetites 
and passions, some of which in particular men, and even in 
particular races of men, exist in almost overwhelming force. 
Thus of certain races bloodthirstiness is the characteristic ; of 
others, lying is an inherent vice ; and so are many other 
vices which it will be unnecessary to enumerate. These are 
to a great degree the result of their birth and of their moral 
and spiritual environment. So likewise is it with indivi- 
duals. Who can say what is the effect which is exerted on 
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& child who is born into a family which has fallen into a state 
of moral degradation, and whose education has been one of 
moral corruption ? Further, certain evils in men's characters 
are in no small degree the result of their bodily constitu- 
tion. To take a very familiar example : one man is by 
natural temperament intensely passionate; another is calm, 
even in the midst of provocation, and exhibits complete self- 
command. Such differences are in no small measure due 
to the various degrees of sensitiveness of our nervous sys- 
tems. Yet in all these cases men are not mere machines, 
for the conscience and the will are capable of exerting 
no little power in restraining these appetites and passions, 
and even in subduing them. Such actions, therefore, 
involve a modified responsibility, uniting in themselves 
various degrees of freedom and necessity. In all such 
actions so intricate is the web, that nothing short of omnis- 
cience is capable of disentangling it, and consequently of 
appreciating the degree of merit or the demerit of the respec- 
tive agents. Under this head must be included that vast 
majority of actions of whose merit or demerit men can only 
judge by outward appearances. None but He who is able to 
penetrate the secrets of the heart, and who perfectly knows 
all the antecedents of the individual, can administer a justice 
which shall be perfectly righteous. 

We have hitherto considered the attribute of justice only ; 
but God has other attributes, such as those which the book 
of £xodus declares to have been announced to Moses on the 
proclamation of the divine Name, viz. "The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering and abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, shewing mercy for thousands, 
pardoning iniquity, transgression, and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty." These attributes, equally 
with justice, form integral portions of the Divine charac- 
ter. 
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We may therefore safely assume/ if there is a Qod who is a 
moral being, notwithstanding the clouds and darkness by 
which in the present visible government of the world he is 
frequently enshrouded, that justice, mercy, holiness, and 
benevolence must be attributes of the Creator. I mean by 
the *' clouds and darkness that are round about him " the 
amount of suffering and of evil with which this world 
abounds, and which to some extent obscures our view of His 
goodness. Still, the amount of happiness which the sentient 
creation enjoys immeasurably exceeds the sufferings which 
it endures. But if God is a moral being. He must be either 
benevolent, indifferent to the happiness of His creatures, or 
malevolent. The last He cannot be, for if He were, the 
structure of all sentient creatures would have been designed 
to produce pain ; but as matter of fact, there is nothing in 
their structure the end and purpose of which is to produce 
suffering. Nor can He be indifferent to His creatures* happi- 
ness, for then there would not be that superabundance of 
enjoyment in the lives of those innumerable hosts of beings 
which He has created, and who are daily dependent for the 
means of enjoyment on His providential care. He must, 
therefore, be benevolent ; and the large amount of suffering 
which beyond all question exists in this world must be due 
to some other cause than the absence of benevolence, be that 
cause what it may. But benevolence and mercy are only 
different aspects of the same quality : God must therefore be 
merciful Now the function of mercy begins where that of 
justice ends. A judge, as a just judge, is bound to take into 
consideration all the circumstances of the case, and having 
done so to pronounce sentence according to the degree of the 
exact responsibility of the individual It follows, therefore, 
when we consider the mode in which God will execute judg- 
ment hereafter, and the nature of the sentence wliich he will 
pronounce, that we must remember that He is not only perfectly 
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just, but also perfectly merciful, longsuffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth. These attributes presuppose that 
after judgment has been pronounced in conformity with 
strict justice, there will be room for the exercise of mercy ; 
for, to use the words of Scripture, " Mercy rejoiceth against 
judgment." Doubtless all the attributes of God combine in 
a perfect unity ; "in him mercy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace kiss each other;" or, to adopt the 
language of another Psalmist, " Righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation of his throne ; mercy and truth shall go 
before his face ;" or that of St. John, " God is love ; and he 
that abides in love, abides in God, and God in him." 

But it will be objected, that in the present government of 
the universe, as far as it comes within our ken, these prin- 
ciples are certainly not carried out, and that so closely is 
society knit together, that we constantly witness men suf- 
fering for sins not their own, and descendants having to 
endure the consequences of their ancestors' sins. Still 
more, the forces of the universe, which can only be viewed as 
expressions of the Divine will, make no distinction between 
the evil and the good, but both perish alike in the con- 
vulsions of nature and the ordinary accidents of life. All 
this is most true, and from the earliest dawn of human 
thought to the present hour has formed a subject which 
has deeply tried the minds of those who believe that this 
universe is under the moral government of a God, the re- 
sources of whose power are devoid of limitations. Witness 
the book of Job ; witness the expostulations of the Psalmists 
and the prophets of the Old Testament dispensation. What 
does this prove ? Not that God is not righteous in all His 
ways and holy in all His works, but that the government of 
this world only forms a portion of an order of providence in 
which He is carrying out the purposes of His holy pleasure, 
far too vast to be brought within the grasp of the finite intellect 
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of man ; but in ivhich, under the Divine govemment, all 
these providences, inexplicable as they are to our finite under- 
standings, will be ultimately found to have worked together 
for good. But one thing is certain, that if death is the termina- 
tion of the conscious existence of man, and if after death all 
sleep alike the deep of unconsciousness, men, as individuals, 
are not rewarded or punished according to their deeds. What, 
however, if there be a God who is a moral being, is the in- 
ference fix)m this ? Not that He is indifferent to sin and 
holiness, to virtue and vice, but that, in the words of the 
apostle, " He has appointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness," when all the inequalities of the 
present state of things will be redressed, and He will reward 
and punish men in accordance with the strictest principles of 
justice, holiness, mercy, and love; when, although clouds 
and darkness are in his present visible dispensations round 
about Him, it will be seen that righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation of His throne. As we shall prove here- 
after, the present imperfection of the moral government of 
the world forms the strongest reason which we possess, 
independently of a revelation, for believing that our conscious 
existence will not terminate at death. 
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TbB SAMB 8UBJBCT AS tBT FORTH DT THS ScBIPTUBU OF THB OlD AMD THB 

Nsw Tbstakbnt. 

That various utterances of the writers of the Old Testament 
in connection with this subject abound in difficulties^ is un- 
questionable. Many of them ascribe to God the attributes 
of justice, holiness, mercy, and goodness in the most 
unqualified terms; others, not less numerous, seem to the 
ordinary student to affirm the contrary. Before I enter on 
their consideration, I must invite the reader's careful atten- 
tion to the following all-important facts : — 

I. The Scriptures of the Old Testament nowhere profess 
to be the record of a single revelation, nor is this anywhere 
claimed for them by the writers of the New. On the contrary, 
the New Testament affirms that they contain the records of 
various revelations, " spoken imto the fathers in the pro- 
phets, by divers portions and in divers manners." * It is also 
obvious that they are addressed to men under a great variety 
of circumstances, on which their bearing is immediate and 
direct, but which have long since passed away. Consequently 
the bearing of such utterances is only indirect on Christian 
times. 

II. These revelations are affirmed by our Lord to be only 
imperfect revelations of the Divine character and will, and 

* As a rule, tho quotations in tins work, from both the Old and the New 
Testament^ are from the Eevised Version. 

d2 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 FUTURB RETRIBUTION. 

He tells us expressly that so imperfect were they compared 
with the revelation made by Himself, that the greatest pro- 
phets and kings of the old dispensation had desired to see 
the things which His disciples saw, and had not seen them, 
and to hear the things which they heard, and had not heard 
them ; and that although John the Baptist was greater than 
the greatest of the prophets of that dispensation, yet he that 
was little in the kingdom of God was greater than John. 

HI. Our Lord expressly affirms that there are precepts in 
the Old Testament which are not absolutely good in them- 
selves, but are accommodations to the imperfect moral condi- 
tion of the times, and that even the teaching of the Deca- 
logue is so far imperfect that to enable it to realise the true 
ideal of morality it requires to be supplemented by His own ; 
and that this is likewise true of the teaching of the prophets. 
He came " to fulfil both," i.e. to realise the ideal which under- 
lay them. (Matt. v. 11.) 

IV. An overwhelming majority of the utterances of the 
Old Testament, its threatenings and its promises, are ad- 
dressed to men not in their individual but in their national 
capacity. The reason of this is, as Professor Mozley has 
pointed out in his work entitled " Ruling Ideas in the 
Early Ages," that in those times the nation, the tribe, and 
its chief counted for everything, and the individual for 
little or nothing. Thus the individuality of the wife was 
swallowed up in that of the husband, of the child in the 
parent, of the slave in his master ; the rights of individuals 
as distinct from those of the families, tribes, or nations 
of which they formed a part, being scarcely recognised. 
Attention to this fact will help to explain many of the 
difficulties with which large portions of the Old Testament 
are attended, especially its narratives of wholesale slaughters 
without one word of censure or rebuke, which are so 
startling to the Christian reader. The truth is that the 
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moral sentiment of these primitive times saw nothing wrong 
in them, but only what was a matter of ordinary practice. 
Let it be observed, however, that this imperfect appreciation 
of the rights of the individual was no peculiarity of the 
Hebrew race, but was nearly co-extensive with the ancient 
world. It was deeply impressed on Roman law and, through 
its agency, has been the means of transmitting not a few evils 
to times comparatively modem. 

V. The revelations of which these Scriptures are the 
record are of an extremely fragmentary character, and are 
for the most part addressed to a single nation. The earlier 
ones are also accommodated to low forms of human thought 
and to imperfect conceptions of the character of God and of 
moral obligation ; but the subsequent ones advance through 
a succession of gradual stages to more worthy conceptions of 
both, until they culminate in the person, work and teaching 
of Jesus Christ. This being so, the books of the Old Testa- 
ment are, from a Christian point of view, of very unequal 
value. It is remarkable that in two of them the name of 
God is not once mentioned. 

VI. The historical books constitute the remains of a far 
larger body of literature which has now perished, but which 
their authors repeatedly refer to as their authorities for not a 
few of the facts which they narrate. They do this precisely in 
the same manner as other historians are in the habit of doing, 
when they are not eyewitnesses of the events which they 
record. Further, of not one of the historical books do we 
know the name of the author with anything approaching to 
certainty, nor does the author of any one of them make a claim 
for superhuman guidance in the composition of his work. 

VII. The Scriptures of the Old Testament prove beyond 
the possibility of question that their authors possessed very 
varied degrees of enlightenment. This is proved by the feet 
that they at one time apply to God some of the loftiest con- 
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ceptions o£ which the human mind is capable, and at others 
the lower, and I might almost say the animal, passions of 
man. Nor is the same writer always consistent in this 
respect, for we not unfrequently find in the same book the 
loftiest conceptions and the baser passions of man attributed 
to the Most High. When this is the case, the writer, in 
attributing such passions to God, must have thought it 
necessary for the sake of his readers to clothe his utterances 
in language derived from the current religious and 
moral conceptions of his day. I will quote a few of these 
contrasted utterances for the purpose of making my meaning 
plain. 

In Numbers xxiiL 19, Balaam is represented as uttering 
the following exalted truth : — 

** God is not a man that he should lie ; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent : hath he said, and shall he not 
do it ? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good ? " 

But in Genesis vi 6, we read — 

*' And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved km, at his heart.*' And in 1 Sam. xv. 
36, *' And Samuel mourned for Saul, and the Lord repented 
that he had made Saul King over Israel.** And in Ezekiel 
xiv. 9, "And if the prophet be deceived, and speaketh a 
word, I the Lord have deceived that prophet." And in 
Micaiah's vision, the Lord is represented as saying to the 
spirit who oflfers to go forth and be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of Ahab's prophets, " Thou shalt entice him, and 
prevail also. Go forth and do so." 

Jeremiah thus writes respecting God's omnipresence : — 

" Am I a God at hand, and not a God a&r off ? saith the 
Lord. Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not 
see him ? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth ? 
saith the Lord." (Jer. xxiii. 23, 24.) 

Similarly grand is the description of His universal pre^ 
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sence in the one hundred and thirty-ninth Psalm, and in 
Solomon's dedication prayer. 

" Behold," says he, " the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thee, how much less the house that I have builded/* 

But in Gen. xviii. 20, 21, we read — 

" Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grievous, I will go down, and see 
whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it 
which is come unto me ; and if not, I will know." 

The reader will easily find numerous similar instances 
scattered throughout the pages of the Old Testament. I 
have quoted the above merely as examples. 

Let us now consider a few of the most important of its 
utterances, which affirm that God, when he judges men in 
their individual capacity, will act in conformity with the 
principles which the enlightened conscience and moral sense 
in man pronounce to be right. 

The very striking narrative which is given in the book of 
Genesis of Abraham's pleading for Sodom, proves that even 
in those very early ages eminent saints, such as the father of 
the faithful, took the same view of the principles on which 
God would execute judgment as those which I have set forth 
in the preceding chapter. The reader should observe that 
the destruction of the cities of the plain is viewed through- 
out the narrative, not as an act of God's ordinary providence, 
but as a special judgment on account of the wickedness of their 
inhabitants, and therefore one in which it would be inconsis- 
tent with the Divine character to involve the innocent in the 
destruction of the guilty. The sacred writer thus describes 
Abraham's intercession : — 

" And Abraham drew near and said. Wilt thou consume 
the righteous with the wicked ? Peradventure there shall be 
fifty righteous within the city. Wilt thou consume and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous that are 
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therein ? That be far from thee to do after this manner, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked : and that the righteous 
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee. Shall not 
the judge of all the earth do right ? And the Lord said, If 
I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will 
spare all the place for their sake. And Abraham answered, 
and said, Behold now I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes : peradventure there 
shall lack five of the fifty righteous ; wilt thou destroy all the 
city for lack of five ? And the Lord said, I will not destroy 
it, if I find there forty-five," &c., &c. (Gen. xviii 23—33.) 

Li this passage we have that sense of justice which is 
implanted in man's conscience and moral sense, pleading 
with God, in executing his special judgments, to act in 
conformity with the principles which they aflBrm to be just 
and right, and a firm expression of faith on the part of the 
Patriarch that He would certainly do so. " That be far from 
thee," says he, "to slay" — the entire passage shows that 
the words " to slay " are used to express the idea of slaying 
judicially — "the righteous with the wicked, and that the 
righteous should be as the wicked ; that be far from thee. 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right ? " Let it be 
observed that the sense of justice and rectitude here ap- 
pealed to is not some high and incomprehensible justice and 
rectitude, which may differ widely from our human conception 
of these qualities, but that which is affirmed to be just and 
righteous by the moral sense and the conscience of man, and 
that the Patriarch was firmly persuaded that these attributes, 
which together compose the character of God, bound Him in 
executing special judgments, such as the one in question, to 
act in conformity with those principles. I say "special 
judgments" because it is impossible that Abraham could 
have been ignorant that God's ordinary providences, such as 
storms, earthquakes, volcanoes, and the various accidents of 



Digitized by 



Google 



OLD TESTAMENT TEACHING. 



41 



life, are occurrences in whicli the righteous and the wicked are 
involved in one common calamity, and no distinction is 
made in favour of the former. 

But the reason on which he rests his plea is applicable to 
a fer wider class of subjects than the special case referred to. 
If it is inconsistent with the character of the Judge of all the 
earth, when He executes special judgments on sinners, to 
destroy the righteous with the wicked, it is equally incon- 
sistent with it, when He shall judge the world in righteous- 
ness, to punish men for the evil in them which is not self- 
caused, but which is the result of the conditions of their 
birth and their surroundings — ^for not embracing a gospel of 
which they have never heard, or of which they have only 
heard an imperfect version — ^for not living up to a light which 
they have not possessed ; or that He should not take into con- 
sideration, in estimating the guilt of an individual, the power of 
temptation when brought to bear on a nature suited to yield 
to its seductions. For all these things the fundamental prin- 
ciple involved in the Patriarch's plea is equally valid. That 
be fer from thee, when thou judgest all men according to their 
works, not to take these things into thy consideration ; that 
be fer from thee to punish men for that for which they are not 
responsible, and to punish them for that for which they only 
have a qualified as though they had a full responsibility. 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? 

Early as was the age of Abraham, he stands in this inter- 
cession at a higher moral elevation than any other character 
in the Old Testament, not even excepting Moses. Moses, it 
is true, interceded for his own nation in their rebellions, but 
Abraham for the inhabitants of a place who were both 
strangers to him and who were sunk in the lowest form of 
moral corruption. Moses urges for his plea that in destroy- 
ing the Israelites God would be dishonoured among the 
Egyptians, who would say that he was unable to fulfil His 
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promises. Abraham urges as his plea the principles of 
eternal justice. ** Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?" 

Very numerous passages are to be found in the psahnists 
and the prophets which in the most unqualified terms ascribe 
justice, holiness, and mercy to God in His capacity of judge. 
To quote and comment on even a small number of them 
would swell this chapter to an undue length. I must, there- 
fore, trust to the reader's recollection, and content myself 
with referring to the eighteenth chapter of the Prophet 
Ezekiel, which constitutes the clearest utterance in the Old 
Testament Scriptures respecting the principles on which Grod 
will execute judgment on individuals. Let us, therefore, 
examine it in detail Before doing so it is necessary to draw 
the reader's attention to the fact that the point at issue 
between the prophet and those with whom he was contending 
was the equity of God's dealings with mankind. This is 
expressed in the following words : — 

" Yet, saith the house of Israel, the way of the Lord is not 
equal. house of Israel, are not my ways equal ? Are not 
your ways unequal ? Therefore will I judge you, house of 
Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord God " 
(Ezek. xviii. 29, 30). 

In opposition to this charge of injustice the prophet enun- 
ciates the principles on which God will execute judgment 
on men, not in their national, but in their individual 
capacity. To avoid the necessity of quoting the entire 
chapter I will state its salient points in the following pro- 
positions : — 

I. God affirms that he has an absolute right to all the 
services of his creatures, in virtue of their relation to Him as 
their Creator. " All souls/' saith He, " are mine." 

II. Death is announced as the penalty of sin in the fol- 
lowing words : — 
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" The soul that sinneth, it shall die." * 

III. " The just man shall surely live." What constitated 
a just man in the opinion of the prophet is defined as 
follows : — 

*' But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and 
right, and hath not eaten on the mountains, neither hath lifted 
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath 
defiled his neighbours wife, neither hath come near to a 
menstruous woman; hath not oppressed any, but hath restored 
to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath 
given his bread to the htmgry and hath covered the naked 
with a garment; he that hath not given forth upon usury 
nor taken increase; that hath withdrawn his hand from 
iniquity and hath executed true judgment between man and 
man ; hath walked in my statutes and hath kept my judg- 
ments — ^he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord God." 

Two of the duties here mentioned, viz. " hath not given 
forth upon usury" nor "taken increase," are not moral 
duties, but specialities of the Jewish political law, which 
forbade a Jew to take interest of a Jew, but allowed him to 
do so of a Gentile. Eating on the mountains was connected 
with the worship of strange gods. The sins for the commis- 
sion of which the penalty of death is here threatened are 
sins which are the opposite of the duties here enumerated. 

IV. In executing judgment for the sins of individuals the 
prophet affirms that God will act in conformity with the 



• When death is threatened in the Old Testament as the punishment of sin, 
numerous passages make it clear that death in its ordinary sense was the thing 
intended, and that the view of the prophets did not extend beyond it to any 
consequences with which sin will be attended in the unseen world. But the 
peculiar emphasis which is laid on the word death, in this chapter, and in other 
parts of the prophet's writings, suggest the idea that he at least had arrived at 
the conclusion that sin might be attended with serious consequences to the 
sinner beyond the grave. Still there is no direct affirmation that it would be 
so ; and it is absurd to suppose that the Jews of this period would understand 
the threatening in tbn sense which is attached to it in curreut popular theology. 
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Strictest principles of equity. Thus, in contradiction to the 
widespread ideas of the ancient world, which involved whole 
families in the guilt of some ancestor, more or less remote, he 
affirms that — 

" The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither 
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son ; the righteous- 
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon him." 

V. The prophet affirms the efficacy of repentance to pro- 
cure pardon of sin, as follows : — 

*' K a wicked man turns from all his sins, and does that 
which is lawful and right, all the transgressions that he hath 
committed shall not be mentioned unto him ; in his right- 
eousness that he hath done, he shall live." 

VI. And the inefficacy of past righteousness if the righteous 
man falls from his righteousness into sin. Thus the prophet 
writes— 

" If the righteous man turns from his righteousness and 
committeth iniquity, all the righteousness that he hath done 
shall not be mentioned unto him. In the trespass that he 
hath trespassed, and in the sin that he hath sinned, in them 
shall he die." 

VIL The prophet affirms that God has no pleasure in the 
sinner's death. Thus he represents God as swearing by him- 
self : 

" As I live," saith the Lord God, " I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn 
from his way, and live." 

Thus the principles here enunciated by the prophet, and 
those enunciated by reason, conscience, and the moral sense, 
as they are set forth in the preceding chapter, are in strict 
and absolute agreement. 

But it may be urged, and, as a matter of fact, with perfect 
truth, that no inconsiderable portion of the Old Testament 
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abounds with declarations of an opposite character, and 
affirms, both in precept and in fact, that the sins of ancestors 
are visited on their descendants, and those of the guilty on 
the innocent. Thus we read in the second commandment : — 

" I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquities of the fathers on the children of them that hate 
me, unto the third and fourth generation, and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments." 

So again on the occasion of proclaiming the Divine name 
to Moses — 

" The Lord, the Lord, a God full of compassion, and gra- 
cious ; slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy and truth ; keep- 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children s children, unto the third and fourth generation,** 
(Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7.) 

That the iniquities of ancestors arc visited on their 
descendants in the present imperfect display of the divine 
government of the world is a fact beyond dispute, and so far 
these and similar passages only affirm what is the present 
order of the divine government of the world, it being un- 
questionable that the sins of ancestors are visited on their 
descendants ; that the guiltless often reap the fruits of the 
sins of the guilty ; that the wicked often enjoy uninterrupted 
prosperity, while the outward lot of the righteous is suflfering 
and self-sacrifice, and that both righteous and wicked are 
alike involved in a common calamity. But they by no 
means affirm that this order of things would be a just order, 
if man had no hereafter, but perished in the grave. Why 
things are constituted as they are is beyond the ken of 
man. 

But the following utterances do not relate to God's general 
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providences, but bear on them the appearance of something 
special Thus Samuel is represented as saying — 

** Thus saith the Lord of Hosts : I have marked that "which 
Amalek did to Israel ; how he lay wait for him on the way, 
when he came up from Egypt Now go, and smite Amalek ; 
and all that he hath, and spare them not, but slay both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass." (1 Sam. xv. 2, 3.) 

Not one word is here said that this order was given on 
account of some present sin which had been committed by 
this people ; but, on the contrary, it is expressly stated that 
their extermination is directed as a judgment for a sin com- 
mitted by their ancestors several hundred years previously. 
Nor would the difficulty be lessened if some present sin had 
been given as the reason for directing it, because the " infant 
and suckling," who were incapable of sinning, are included 
in the order. 

In a similar manner the direction given in a passage of 
Deuteronomy with respect to the Canaanites is to destroy 
everything that breatheth, though elsewhere it is simply to 
drive them out of the land. It has been urged, therefore, 
that it was in their power to avoid extermination by retir- 
ing from the country, or by tendering submission, which, 
according to the history, was accepted in the case of the 
Gibeonites, and even strictly observed, although the treaty 
was obtained by means of a fraudulent misrepresentation. It 
is therefore possible that a submission on the part of the 
other Canaanitish tribes might have been attended with a 
similar result 

I will quote only one passage more as an example of 
numerous others. The author of Psalm cxxxvii. thus 
Avrites : — 

" daughter of Babylon, who ait to be destroyed, happy 
shall he be that rewardeth thee, as thou hast served us. 
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Happy shall he be that taketh thy little ones, and dasheth 
them against the stones." 

Similar in point of principle are the wholesale slaughters 
which are authorised by various utterances which are re- 
corded in the Old Testament Thus in the war against the 
Midianites, the order given is to kill every male child among 
the little ones, and all the married women ; but permission is 
given to preserve the unmarried as a portion of the spoil, i.e. 
to reduce them to slavery. In like manner for the offence of 
Achan in purloining a portion of the spoils of Jericho, the 
order is that not only himself, but his sons, his daughters, 
and his entire household should be stoned to death, and the 
author of the book adds, that when this was done the Lord 
turned from the fierceness of his anger. 

It may be urged as in some degree affording an explana- 
tion of these exterminating slaughters, that in these ages the 
idea of conversion was unknown, and consequently the only 
way of getting rid of races deeply sunk in moral degradation 
was by exterminating them ; but this gives no account for 
the direction to slaughter infants and yoimg children, who, 
if they had been allowed to survive, might have enjoyed the 
privileges to which the Gibeonites were admitted. But the 
real difficulty is, that in very numerous cases the commands 
for these slaughters are represented as having been directly 
given by Him who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort ; nay, 
according to some theories, by Him who said, " Suffer the 
little children to come imto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of God." 

I wiU select one example out of many others as affording 
proof of the low condition of the moral sentiment of those 
times, and of the degree in which the Mosaic ordinances were 
accommodated to it : I allude to that singular institution, the 
cities of refuge. The object of this institution was to restrain 
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that bloodthirsty and revengeful spirit which was then 
sanctioned by public opinion as just and right. Not even the 
most accidental homicide could escape the vengeance of the 
blood-avenger, except by taking refuge in one of these cities ; 
and even if he found him outside it during the life of the high 
priest, his slaughter was legal The special case referred to 
is, if two men went out into a wood to fell timber, and the 
axe of one of them should accidentally fall off and kill the 
other, the blood-avenger was justified, according to the moral 
sentiment then prevalent, in killing the accidental homicide, 
unless he could escape to one of these cities, and even then, 
unless he submitted to what might have been a long period 
of confinement within its bounds. It is not too much to 
say that any one who took the life of another under such 
circumstances in any civilised modem country would be 
justly subject to the highest penalties known to the law. 
Yet there have not been lacking theologians who have seen 
in this institution a type of Christ. 

What shall we say, then, respecting this very numerous 
class of precepts and practices which are recorded in the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, and of which the foregoing 
are only cited as examples ? Are they to be viewed as 
revelations of that justice and holiness in conformity with 
which God will judge the world in righteousness ? or do they 
belong to that class of precepts which were given to the 
Israelites because of the hardness of their hearts — i.e. because 
such was their low spiritual and moral condition, that any- 
thing higher or nobler would have been incapable of being 
enforced on them ? or are not a few of them due to the fact 
that the writers failed to realise those conceptions of Divine 
justice and holiness which were enunciated by their great 
ancestor when he interceded for the inhabitants of Sodom ? 
That not a few of these utterances were accommodations to 
the low spiritual and moral conditions of the times is not 
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only aflSnned by our Lord but by several of the more enligbt- 
ened prophets. Thus Ezekiel, after denouncing the reiterated 
rebellion of the Israelites, writes — 

" I lifted up my hand to them in the wilderness, that I 
would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them 
through the countries ; because they had not executed my 
judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted 
my sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers' idols. 
Wherefore I gave them statutes which were not good, a/ad 
judgments whereby they should not live, and I polluted them 
in their own gifts," (Ezekiel xx. 23 — 26.) 

This passage unequivocally affirms that there are statutes 
and judgments in the Old Testament which are not founded 
on the principles of eternal justice and holiness, but which 
were designed to subserve a temporary purpose. Hence it 
follows, in conformity with the prophet's declarations which 
we have considered, with the affirmations of conscience, and, as 
we shall see hereafter, with the declarations of the New Testa- 
ment, that it is impossible to quote them as aflfording any sup- 
port to certain theories as to the principles on which God will 
execute his final judgment on mankind, or as justifications of 
many practices which have been sanctioned by different sec- 
tions of the Christian Church. Further, they do not affi^rd 
the smallest reason for affirming, when we ascribe justice and 
holiness to God, that these attributes can mean some indefi- 
nite conception of justice and holiness which may differ 
widely from what our conscience and moral sense affirm 
to be just and holy. The real difficulty of the passage is, the 
apparent affirmation that " the statutes which were not good, 
and the judgments whereby they should not live," are repre- 
sented as the direct utterances of the Holy One. 

To omit numerous other prophetical utterances of a similar 
import, especially those which speak of the sacrificial rituaj, 
the last prophet of the Old Testament dispensation declares 
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expressly that one of the Mosaic ordinances did not represent 
the mind of Qod, but that it was given asan accommodation 
to the moral condition of the times, viz. the Jewish law of 
divorce. This was so lax that when a wife no longer found 
favour in her husband's eyes it was permitted to him to give 
her a writing of divorcement, and to put her away. Respect- 
ing this law the prophet thus writes : — 

" Yet ye say, Wherefore ? Because the Lord hath been 
witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against 
whom thou hast dealt treacherously ; yet she is thy com- 
panion and the wife of thy covenant ; and did he not make 
one ? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore 
one ? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore take 
heed to thy spirit, and let none deal treacherously against 
the wife of his youth. For the Lord Ood of larael mith that 
he hateth putting away!* (Malachi ii. 14, 16.) 

Yet the following is the precept in Deuteronomy : — 

" When a man hath taken a wife and married her, and it 
come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he 
hath found some imcleanness in her, then let him write her 
a bill of divorcement, and give it into her hand, and send her 
out of his house." (Deut. xxiv. 1.) 

But the authority of the great teacher come from God is 
far higher than that of any prophet. He, therefore, who 
declared that He came not to abrogate the law but to fulfil 
it {ifKrjpwaai), i.e. to realise its true ideal and to purge it of 
its defects, thus taught with respect to this enactment, in 
reply to the following question of the Pharisees : — 

" And there came unto him the Pharisees and asked him, 
Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife ? tempting him. 
And he answered and said unto them. What did Moses com- 
mand you ? And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of 
divorcement, and to put her away. But Jesus said unto 
them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this com- 
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mavdment But from the beginning of the creation, male 
and female made he them. For this cause shall a man leave 
his £Either and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and 

the twain shall become one flesh What therefore 

God hath joined together let not man put asunder." (Mark x. 
2—9.) 

Such an affirmation involves a great principle, viz, that there 
are precepts in the Old Testament which do not realise the ideal 
of the attributes of justice and holiness as they exist in God, or 
as they are affirmed by the enlightened moral sense and con- 
science of man. It is impossible to confine the principle 
which underlies this utterance to the single case before us ; 
on the contrary, it must be true of every precept and practice 
in the Old Testament which conflicts with our Lord's teach- 
ing, and with everything in it which ascribes to God a cha- 
racter contrary to that of Him who is his moral image and 
likeness, and who has affirmed of Himself, " He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father." 

St. Luke's Gospel contains the following narrative, which 
has the most intimate bearing on the subject we are now 
considering. It is as follows : — 

"And it came to pass, that when the days were well nigh 
come that he should be received up, he steadfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem ; and sent messengers before his face ; 
and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, 
to make ready for him. And they did not receive him, 
because his face was as though he were going to Jerusalem. 
And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, 
Wilt thou that we bid fire to come down from heaven, and 
consume them. But he turned, and rebuked them ; and the 
went to another village." (Luke ix. 51 — 56.) 

The translators add in the margin, " Many ancient copies 
add, *even as Elijah did.' Some add, 'and he said. Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of.' Some, but 

e2 
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fewer, * for the Son of Man came not to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them/ " * 

Whether the Evangelist really wrote the words, " even as 
Elijah did," matters little as far as our present argument 
is concerned; for it can hardly be doubted that James 
and John, when they made this proposal, must have had the 
narrative in the Book of Kings in view, which describes 
Elijah as calling down fire from heaven and consuming his 
enemies ; and that they reasoned that as their Master was 
far greater than Elijah, an insult oflfered to Him ought not to 
meet with a less severe vengeance. If the other passages 
inserted in the margin were really uttered by our Lord, it 
somewhat strengthens our position; but it is suflSciently 
strong without them. What, I ask, is the necessary inference 
from our Lord's rebuke? That He viewed the act of Elijah, 
however necessary it might have been for the then times, as 
inconsistent with the revelation of the Father made in His 
own divine person, and with the ideal of the morality which 
He taught. 

But the whole of our Lord's teaching and practice, and 
that of the writers of the New Testament, prove that the 
revengeful feelings of the great men of the Old Testament 
dispensation were inconsistent with the true ideal of morality. 
Of this the following utterances afford decisive proof : — 

" Ye have heard that it was said. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you, 

* It is easy to account for the omission of these words on the part of some 
copyist, on tiie ground that he thought them a reflection on the act of Elijah ; 
but if he did so with that intention, he ought not to have stopped short where 
he did, but to have gone further, and omitted the fact that our Lord rebuked the 
disciples for having made such a proposal. If, however, they are not genuine, 
it is difficult to account for their insertion ; for, to adopt the language of Mr. 
Mill, in speaking of our Lord's discourses as thoy are recorded in the three first 
Gospels, they are far above the moral elevation of our Lord's primitive followers 
to have invented them, and equaUy above that of the oarly Christians. 
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that ye may be the sons of your Father who is in heaven ; 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain upon the just and on the unjust." (Matt. v. 
43—45,) 

And— 

" Love your enemies, and do them good, and lend, never 
despairing ; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be 
the sons of the Most High, for He is kind toward the un- 
thankful, and the evil" (Luke vi. 35.) 

Li conformity with these utterances is the whole tone of 
apostolic teaching, yet the writers of the Old Testament 
habitually imprecate vengeance on their enemies, and even 
devote them to destruction ; but we look in vain for their 
prayers for them ! 

There are also not a few utterances in the Old Testament 
which not only enunciate a morality, which is an accommo- 
dation to the low moral condition of the times, but which, 
unless we admit that some human element has entered into 
them, ascribe evil directly to (Jod. Of these it will be suffi- 
cient to cite the following as examples : Thus the prophet 
Ezekiel, speaking of the hypocrisy of those whom he was 
addressing, in practising iniquity, and coming to a prophet 
to inquire of God, writes — 

"I, the Lord, will answer him by myself; and I will set 
my face against that man ; and I will make him a sign and 
a proverb ; and I will cut him off from the midst of my 
people ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. And if the 
prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord 
have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand 
upon him ; and I will destroy him from the midst of my 
people Israel." (Ezekiel xiv. 7 — 9.) 

So the prophet Isaiah — 

" I form the light, and create darkness ; I make peace, 
and create evil ; I, the Lord, do all these things." 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 FUTUBE BETBIBXmON. 

So also another prophet — 

" Is there evil in the city, and I have not done it ? " 

The vision of Micaiah also is a very striking illustration 
of this line of thought. In it Jehovah is represented as 
sitting on His throne, and all the hosts of heaven as standing 
by Him, on His right hand and on His left. Jehovah is then 
represented as saying, " Who will entice Ahab, that he may 
go, and fall at Ramoth Gilead? And one said on this 
manner, and another said, on that manner. And there came 
forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will 
entice him. And the Lord said unto him. Wherewith ? And 
he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt entice 
him, and prevail also. Go forth, and do so." (1 Kings xxii. 
20—22.) 

Such is the imagery of the vision, which is evidently 
deeply coloured with the prophet's own conceptions of the 
mode of the Divine acting. I need not stop to point out 
the imperfections of the Divine holiness which are contained 
in the language in which it is described. It will be sufficient 
to set against it the assertion of St. James — 

" Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God; for God cannot be tempted of evil, and he himself 
tempteth no man. But each man is tempted when he is 
drawn away by his own lusts, and enticed." (James i. 
13, 14.) Yet the vision, in its naked form, represents the 
All Holy as expressing His approbation of tempting Ahab to 
perish through the medium of a lie. 

With respect to the affirmation, " If a prophet be deceived 
when he hath spoken a thing, I, the Lord, have deceived that 
prophet ; and I will set my fisice against that prophet, and I 
will cut him off from the midst of my people," I ask 
emphatically, Can God deceive? Can God lie? Can He 
directly in His own person dictate statutes which are not good. 
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and judgments whereby men cannot live ? Can He punish 
a prophet for being deceived, if He Himself is the cause of 
the deception ? The New Testament contains the following 
utterances which dispose of all these questions once and for 
ever: — 

'' God that cannot lie." (Titus L 2.) 

" Man shall not live by bread only, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." (Matt. iv. 4.) 

What then is the meaning of the imperfect moral utter- 
ances which are contained in the Old Testament? The reader 
should observe that not a few of them are not intended to be 
statements of abstract morality, but are political precepts ; 
or in other words, a code of political legislation, which is 
again and again in the New Testament ascribed to Moses. 
What then is the end and purpose which is proposed by all 
such legislation ? Not to anoimce abstract principles of right, 
but to enact such laws as are suited to the moral condition of 
those for whom they are intended. A body of laws framed on 
principles of high moral obligation would have been unfit for 
a nation like the Israelites, just emerging from a condition of 
barbarism and slavery. All that a legislator can efiTect is to 
frame his laws a little in advance of the current moral 
standard. Even in modem highly civilised European states, 
a legislator is compelled to enact not what his conscience 
pronounces to be absolutely just, but the nearest approxima- 
tion to it which the people for whom he legislates will bear. 
This consideration will help to explain many of the precepts 
of the Old Testament which fail to realise the ideal of 
morality as it is aflSrmed by our enlightened conscience 
and moral sense, and realised in the teaching of the New 
Testament. They, in fact, formed the political code of the 
people of Israel* 

• Ab it is impossible in a mere chapter to do justice to this sabject, I most 
refer the reader who is desiroos of enterisg on it more fully, to a work of the 
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But the reader will naturally inquire, even after he has 
given full weight to these considerations, How has it come to 
pass that not a few of these precepts of imperfect morality are 
introduced with such expressions as ''The Lord said unto 
Moses," " Thus saith the Lord," and are even represented as 
the direct utterances of the Holy One ? Are they really in- 
tended to aflSrm that the utterance which follows was the 
result of a special revelation then and there communicated to 
the prophet ; or do they only mean that Moses and the 
prophets spoke in accordance with the special endowments 
which were imparted to the former to qualify him for filling 
the office of legislator, and to the latter to enable them to fill 
the office of preachers of righteousness to the people of Israel, 
and that it was in virtue of their special commission and of 
their special endowments that they made use of the formulas 
in question ? 

A cursory perusal of the Old Testament is sufficient to 
prove that it was the custom of these early ages to ascribe 
everything which we now attribute to second causes to the 
direct and immediate agency of God. To this immediate 
agency its writers ascribe the activity of the forces which 
energise in nature, and not a few of those which energise in 
man. Hence it has come to pass that various actions are 
ascribed to a direct Divine impulse which the line of thought 
pervading the New Testament forbids us to attribute to Him 
who is the Spirit of holiness, truth, and love. Two examples 
will illustrate my meaning. The author of the Book of 
Judges, after narrating the story of Samson's wager and 
the trick by which his companions attained the solution of 

late Dr. Hozley, Begins Professor of Diyinity in the University of Oxford, entitled 
** Billing Ideas in the Early Ages," in whidi the learned Professor has discussed 
at considerable length the imperfections of the moral teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment. In making this reference, however, I am far from wishing to imply that 
I consider his solutions of the difficulties in question always adequate ; yet the 
book is one of deep interest 
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his riddle, thus describes the mode in which he paid the 
forfeit which he had incurred : 

" AtuI the Spirit of the Lord came mightUy upon him, 
and he went down to Askalon and smote thirty men of them 
and took their spoil, and gave the changes of raiment unto 
themi that declared the riddle." (Judges xiv. 19.) That is 
to say, that he killed thirty persons who, as far as anything 
appears to the contrary in the narrative, had given him no 
offence, to give thirty changes of raiment to his thirty com- 
panions who had seduced his wife into betraying his secret. 

In the Second Book of Samuel we thus read — 

''And again the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel ; and he moved David against them, saying, Go, 
number Israel and Judah," &c., &c. (2 Sam. xxiv., which see.) 

Here the impulse to an act evidently regarded by the 
author as a great sin, is directly attributed to the Lord. 
But the author of the far later Book of Chronicles attributes 
the temptation to Satan. Thus h6 writes — 

"And Satan" (margin, an adversary) "stood up against 
Israel, and moved David to number Israel" (1 Chron. xxi 1.) 

Thus the temptation which is directly ascribed to the 
Lord in the Book of Kings is not less directly ascribed to 
Satan in the Book of Chronicles, or it may be to some adver- 
sary of the Israelites, the same word meaning both Satan and 
adversary, just as in the New Testament the word " devil " 
(SeajSoXof) has the double meaning of devil and calumniator. 

The real explanation of these not infrequent direct attri- 
butions of evil to God is that there is no line of distinction 
drawn in the Old Testament between what God does by his 
own immediate and special agency and what he permits to 
be done by second agents, whether they be evil spirts, men, 
or the forces of nature. We also find an occasional absence 
of this distinction in the New Testament. Thus St Paul 
writes to the Thessalonians, "For this cause God sendeth 
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them a working of error" (hepyeiap TrXai/i;?, an inworking 
of error, but the rendering " strong delusion " of the Autho- 
rised Version fairly expresses the meaning of the Greek) ; 
but St. James's affirmation, that God is never the tempter of 
men to evil, leaves no doubt as to the real meaning of these 
and similar expressions. Thus he writes — 

" Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God : for God cannot be tempted of evil ; and he himself 
tempteth no man." 

All similar temptations, as well as various evils which 
affect the bodies of men, are uniformly ascribed in the New 
Testament either to the devil, i,e, Satan, or to his subordinate 
agents, designated demons. We may, therefore, conclude 
that all ascriptions of evil to God's direct and immediate 
agency which are found in the Old Testament are due to the 
fact that its writers in their utterances on such subjects were 
either not elevated above the conceptions of the times, or 
else that they accommodated themselves to them. 

There is a section of the Book of Exodus which throws 
considerable light on the use of these formularies in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. I allude to those chapters which pre- 
scribe to the minutest details the mode in which the tabernacle 
was to be constructed. They are introduced with the usual 
formula, " The Lord said unto Moses," but we are informed 
that previously Moses received an injunction — an injimction 
which is twice repeated — to make it according to a pattern 
which had been shown him in the Mount. This injunction 
is thus referred to in the Epistle to the Hebrews — 

"Even as Moses is warned of God, when he is about to 
make the tabernacle ; for see, saith he, that thou make all 
things according to the pattern that was showed thee in the 
Mount." 

It is, therefore, clear that the author of this epistle was of 
opinion that Moses was admonished to be careful to frame the 
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tabernacle according to a model which he had previously seen 
in vision. But if he was admonished to frame it according 
to a pattern previously shown him, what is the meaning of 
his having been instructed as to every, even the minutest, 
detail by a number of special revelations? Surely these 
would have rendered the injunction to be careful to frame 
it according to the pattern unmeaning. ' It follows, there- 
fore, that the formula, "The Lord said unto Moses," so 
often repeated in these chapters, was not intended to aflten 
that every detail of the construction of the tabernacle was 
then and there imparted to him by a number of special 
revelations, but that it is used because, according to the wis- 
dom given to him to enable him to discharge the duties of 
his office, he constnicted according to the model which he 
had previously seen in vision. 

Chapters xiv. to xvii. of the First Book of Kings throw a 
light on the nature of some of the prophetic utterances to 
which the student would do well to take heed. 

The prophet Ahijah dooms the entire house of Jeroboam 
to destruction on account of his sin in making the golden 
calves. Baasha carries this threat into execution by exter- 
minating his entire household. It is true that he is nowhere 
represented as receiving a Divine direction to do this ; but if 
he was acquainted with the denunciation of the prophet, he 
might ftill well have considered that in carrying this threat 
into execution he was acting in conformity with the Divine 
will. Yet we read in the sixteenth chapter, " And also by 
the hand of the prophet Jehu, the son of Hanani, came the 
word of the Lord against Baasha, and against his house, even 
for all the evil which he did in the sight of the Lord to pro- 
voke him to anger with the work of his hands, in being Uke 
unto the house of Jeroboam, and because he smote him,*' 
Still more striking is the case of Jehu. The prophet who 
anointed him king gives him a direct commission to exter- 
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minate the house of Ahab, and in 2 Kings xii. the Lord is 
represented as saying, " Because thou hast done well, in exe- 
cuting that which is right in mine eyes, and done unto the 
house of Ahab according to all that which was in my heart, 
thy sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of 
Israel" Yet the prophet Hosea thus writes respecting the 
act in question, "And the Lord said unto him. Call his 
name Jezreel ; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the 
blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause 
the kingdom of the house of Israel to cease." (Hosea i. 4.) 
The reader will remember that it was at Jezreel that one of 
the great slaughters of the house of Ahab took place. 

It is worthy of remark that the writers of the New Testa- 
ment have never once used these formulas. The nearest 
approach to doing so is the following utterance of St. 
Paul :— 

" If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him take knowledge, that the things that I write unto 
you are the commandments of the Lord." (1 Cor. xiv. 37.) 

The Christian prophet Agabus also is recorded by St. Luke, 
after binding his own hands and feet with St. Paul's girdle, 
to have addressed him in the following words : " Thus saith 
the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man that owneth this girdle, and deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles." But according to the subsequent history, 
the Jews did not bind Paul and deliver him into the hands 
of the Romans, but, on the contrary, when they were striving 
to kill him, the Romans, in direct contradiction to the wishes 
of the Jews, rescued him out of their hands and bound him 
with two chains, which act was the means of St. Paul's 
escape from their malice. 

This passage, therefore, throws great light on the use of 
this and similar formulas with which the prophets prefaced 
their utterances. Agabus had received a Divine direction t<o 
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warn Paul of the danger which he was about to encounter in 
going to Jerusalem, but the particular form in which this 
intimation was conveyed must have been the creation of his 
own mind, and not dictated by the Divine Spirit, for the 
details of the utterance were not realised by the event ; yet 
the whole is prefaced by the words, ** Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost." It is evident that St. Luke, who has recorded both 
the utterance and the facts, saw no inconsistencv between the 
words which he has attributed to Agabus and the facts as he 
has narrated them. 

Another passage in St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians throws additional light on the nature of the utterances 
of the prophets of the Christian Church, whose rank in it was 
only second to that of apostles. (1 Cor. xii. 28.) 

"Let the prophets speak by two or three, and let the 
others discern. But if a revelation be made to another sitting 
by, let the first keep silence, for ye all can prophesy one by 
one, that all may learn and all may be comforted ; and the 
apvrits of prophets are subject to the prophets, for God is not a 
God of confusion, but of peace, as in all the Churches of the 
saints." (1 Cor. xiv. 29—33.) 

This passage proves — 

1. That a prophet of the Christian Church was so far 
capable of abusing his prophetic gift as to use it in such a 
manner as to be capable of creating disorder in the Christian 
assemblies. See text and context. 

2. That when a prophet spake in the congregation, the 
others who possessed the prophetic gift were to sit by and 
discern the nature of his utterance. This implies that they 
were to determine how far it was in conformity with the 
Divine Spirit, or how far a human element was mixed up 
with it. 

3. That the prophets usually spoke out of the fulness of 
their ordinary Christian consciousness, and not as the result 
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of a special revelation then and there communicated, though 
occasionally a prophet received a special Divine communica- 
tion, on his notification of which the prophet who was 
addressing the assembly was to keep silence. 

4. That the prophetic impulse was subject to the control 
of the prophet's will. 

Now it is incredible that the Christian prophet, endowed 
as he was with the gifts of the Spirit promised by our Lord, 
possessed an inferior degree of enlightenment or of Divine 
guidance to that of his Jewish brother. If, then, the utter- 
ance^ of the former required to be " discerned " (cicucpiveTwrap, 
a very strong word, of which the English discern is but a 
feeble rendering) by the other prophets who were present in 
the congregation, before they could be accepted as certainly 
conveying the mind of Christ ; or if, as in the case of Agabus, 
the Divine Spirit only suggested to their minds a general truth, 
and not the special form in which it was delivered, but left it 
to the prophet to fill up its details, it is only reasonable to 
assume that elements of imperfection must have been mixed 
up with the utterances of the prophets of the Old Testament 
dispensation whenever they contain anything which is incon- 
sistent with the teaching of our Lord, or with the character 
of God as it is revealed in his divine person, or with the 
aflBrmations of the enlightened conscience, which is the voice 
of God speaking in man. It seems to me that on this prin- 
ciple alone is it possible to explain those utterances of the 
Old Testament which represent God as tempting men to sin, 
or as deceiving a prophet, or as authorising a subordinate 
agent of His providence to carry out His purposes by inspiring 
men who were regarded as prophets to utter a lie, and direct- 
ing them to go forth and do so. Balaam, as we have seen, at 
a far earlier age had enunciated the great truth, " God is not 
a man that he should lie, nor the son of man, that he should 
repent." Everything, therefore, in the Old Testament which 
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represents God as possessing a character either diflferent from 
this, or from that of the Jesus of the Gospels, must be either 
a human element which has entered into the prophetic utter- 
ances, or an accommodation to the low spiritual and moral 
condition of the times. 

The utterances of the New Testament on the subject we 
are considering are clear, simple, and harmonious, and may 
he all sunmied up in the following brief afl5rmations of our 
Lord and His apostles : — 

" The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son.'' (John v, 22.) 

*' The Son of Man shall come in the glory of the Father, 
with his angels ; and then shall he render to every man 
according to his deeds." (Matt. xvi. 27.) 

" He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath 
One that judgeth him. The word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him at the last day." (John xii. 48.) 

"The times of this ignorance God overlooked ; but now he 
commandeth all men that they should everywhere repent, 
inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead." (Acts xvii. 30, 31.) 

What, then, are the general conclusions from the positions 
laid down in this and in the preceding chapter ? 

1. That in the judgment to come, men will be held 
responsible not for those things in them in the production 
of which they have had no choice, but only for those things 
in which they have been voluntary agents. 

2. That in judging each individual, God will make allow- 
ance for the power of the temptations by which the indi- 
vidual has been assailed. This is required alike by His attri- 
butes of justice and of mercy. 

3. That God will judge the world in conformity with His 
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attributes of justice, righteousness, mercy, and love, and with 
that perfect knowledge of the circumstances of those whom 
He judges, and of their inmost motives, which enables Him 
to estimate aright the precise degree of the responsibility 
of each individual ; and that all the theories respecting 
the principles on which He will finally judge mankind, which 
represent Hun as acting contrary to justice, holiness, mercy, 
and love, and the perfection of His knowledge, are con- 
trary to the aflirmations of the enlightened conscience, and 
that great truth, which lies at the foundation of Christianity, 
that Jesus Christ is the revelation of the moral character of 
God. 

4. That God will judge the world in righteousness, in 
Him who is the Son of God and the Son of Man, the perfect 
man, Jesus Christ, the Mediator between God and man, of 
whom His beloved disciple has written : " We have beheld, 
and bear witness, that the Father hath sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world." 

5. That every principle or precept found in the Old Testa- 
ment, which is inconsistent with the character of God as it is 
revealed in our Lord's person, actions, and teaching, forms 
no portion of the Christian revelation, but is due either to an 
imperfect understanding of the nature of the prophetic utter- 
ances, or to the fiict that they were accommodations to the 
low moral and spiritual condition of the times. 

6. The mystery of evil as it exists both in the physical 
and moral worlds is incapable of being solved by any faculty 
of man, and is left unsolved by revelation ; but the latter 
aflfords grounds for hoping that what we see so imperfectly 
here we shall be able to comprehend more perfectly here- 
after. 
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An Examimatiok of thb Vauditt of thb Bbasons which wb possess, indb- 

FBNDBNTLT OF A RbYELAIION, FOK BBLIBYIMO THAT MaN WILL 8T7STIVB 
THB 8TB0KB OF DeaTH ; AND THAT HIS OONDUOT HBBB WILL AFFBOT HIS 

Condition Hbbeaftbb. 

It is hardly possible to conceive of two questions more pro- 
foundly interesting than the following : — 

1. Is there reason for believing that that which we 
designaie ourselves will possess a conscious existence after 
the death of our bodies ? 

2. Assuming that a conscious existence awaits us beyond 
the grave, is there reason for believing that our conduct here 
will exert an influence on our happiness or misery hereafter ? 

I have used the words " that which we designate our- 
selves " instead of the usual terms employed in this contro- 
versy, for the purpose of keeping clear of all subordinate 
issues, because the aU-important question is the following : 
Shall we, in our conscious personality, not only survive 
the death of the body, but also have a clear conscious percep- 
tion in the world beyond the grave that we are the very 
beings who formed for ourselves certain characters, performed 
certain actions, and neglected to perform certain duties 
during the past period of our existence. This consciousness 
of sameness and identity is the necessary condition for our 
being the subjects of a righteous judgment hereafter for our 
conduct here. 

The discussion of this subject is spread over a very volu- 
minous mass of literature, both ancient and modem. I 

p 
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cannot but think, however, that all the really salient points of 
the controversy lie within a narrow compass, because the 
arguments for believing in a future state which at the 
present day will be admitted to possess validity, independent 
of the affirmations of a revelation, are comparatively few. 
In former times great reliance was placed on reasonings 
founded on the metaphysical nature of the soul ; but there 
is now a general agreement among thoughtful men, that our 
faculties are inadequate to enable us to penetrate into what 
constitutes the abstract essence of being of any kind. Thus 
all the investigations of modem science have failed to deter- 
mine what either matter, life, or sensation are in their essen- 
tial being. Respecting what motions are in themselves, or 
how they are translated into sensations, and thence into 
thoughts, notwithstanding the innumerable theories which 
have been propounded, we know absolutely nothing. Pre- 
cisely similar is it with that which we designate the soul : 
respecting what constitutes its essence, we are profoundly 
ignorant. Consequently all reasonings which are based on 
such supposed knowledge are valueless. This at once disposes 
of nearly all the reasonings of the ancient philosophers on 
this subject, and not a few of the modem ones. We may 
read them with interest, but they fail to produce conviction. 
I think that the grounds for believing in such survival, 
which are derived from reason alone, may be stated under 
the following heads : — 

I. — ^The all but universal Belief of Mankind in a 
State op Existence after Death. 

I say " all but universal," because it has been disputed 
whether a few tribes, which are sunk into an extreme state of 
barbarism, entertain this belief. One thing, however, is cer- 
tain, that all those who are elevated above that condition 
have done so, except a few individuals who have reasoned 
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themselves out of it It therefore amounts to a practical 
universality. From this the inference may be justly drawn, 
that it is suggested by the nature and constitution of man. 
Certain it is that it cannot have been deduced by an act of 
reasoning, because the numerous uncultivated races of man- 
kind who believe in the survival of the personality after 
death, however imperfect may be the form of that belief, are 
incapable of that amount of abstract thought which would 
be necessary to prove it. This being so, a belief which is prac- 
tically universal cannot be a delusion pure and simple, but 
there must be a reality of some kind which corresponds to it. 
Various attempts have been made to account for the 
universality of this belief on other principles than that it has 
originated in the constitution of human nature. Of these the 
two following demand a brief notice. 

1. That the intensity of the desire that men have to live, 
has suggested the idea of a survival after death. 

2. That this belief has been suggested by the act of 
dreaming, which has led uncultivated races to infer that there 
is something in man which is capable of energising apart 
from the body. From this it is urged that the inference is 
an easy one, that if man has a soul distinct from the body, it 
may continue to exist after the death of the body. To this it 
IS added that the fact that some men have seen their departed 
friends in dreams has suggested the belief that they have not 
only survived the dissolution of their bodies, but that they 
have actually appeared again. 

With respect to the first of these theories, I reply that men 
have numerous and very strong desires which do not suggest 
the idea of their future realisation. Why, then, should this 
particular desire suggest, not only to a few individuals, the 
belief that man will survive the stroke of death, but produce 
an all but universal belief that he will thus survive, and that 
too in the face of the phenomena of death, which, at least to 
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the natural eye, have all the appearance of a termination of 
existence. 

Second, the dream theory. 

It falls outside the limits of this work to discuss the 
phenomena of dreams. I must, however, ask the reader to 
observe that the thing to be accounted for is not what they 
may have suggested to a few individuals, but how it is 
possible that they can have suggested the idea of an existence 
after death to both the civilised and uncivilised races of man- 
kind in every part of the globe, however little intercourse 
they may have had with one another. It will scarcely be 
urged that the idea was likely to have occurred except to 
a few. Are we then to assume that these turned missionaries, 
and not only proclaimed this truth to their brother savages, 
but that they succeeded in persuading them to embrace it ? 
For the belief, as I have said, is all but universal Let the 
existence of this belief be accounted for, on some principle 
which will bear rational investigation ; otherwise the inference 
is inevitable, that it is the result of the constitution of 
human nature. 

II. — ^The Argument from the Greatness of Man's In- 
tellectual AND Moral Powers and the Imperfect Scope 
THAT THIS Life affords for their Exercise and Develop- 
ment. 

This argument rests on the assumption that there is a 
Creator of the universe, who is all-powerful and all- wise ; but 
to those who afifirm that there is no evidence for belief in such 
a Creator, it has no cogency. It maybe briefly stated thus — 

Mankind are brought into existence in possession of various 
faculties, and no inconsiderable number with faculties of a 
high order, which are all capable of a higher and higher 
development. • Yet they seldom attain to their full maturity, 
but are cut short in their career by death. Thus those who 
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die in the first year of their existence constitute one-fifteenth 
of the human race, and more than one-third die before they 
attain the age of twelve. This being so, the bringing such 
multitudes into existence, endowed with the lofty faculties of 
man, seems absolutely purposeless and a mere waste of crea- 
tive power, if man perishes at death. Of those who die in 
youth and early manhood, the brightest prospects are nipped 
in the bud ; and no small number of the remainder are cut off 
before their powers have attained to their fiill maturity ; and 
not a few die within a short interval after they have attained 
to it. Even at best, the period of man's full activity is brief, 
and not a few of the most highly gifted die in the midst of 
their work, for which by a long course of training during 
early life they have become pre-eminently fitted, and even in 
the midst of their highest useftOness. It may be urged that 
owing to the limitation of our fetculties, we cannot penetrate 
into the purposes of the Creator. This, however, is only 
partially true ; for it is quite within our compass to affirm 
that if man perishes at death, the things which I have above 
referred to involve either a purposeless] expenditure of 
power, or a lack of power, or of wisdom on the part of the 
Creator. But if He is all-powerful and all-wise this is impos- 
sible. It therefore follows that death cannot be the termina- 
tion of man's existence, but that it is a removal into a sphere 
of activity different from the present, where his powers will 
find a sphere fitted for that development which, for reasons 
into which we cannot penetrate, has been denied him here. 

III.— The SuBvrvAL op the Intellectual and Moral 
Powers in their full Vigour up to a brief Interval 
BEFORE Death. 

While it is a fact that in a majority of cases the intellec- 
tual and moral powers decay with the decay of the body, yet 
numerous instances have occurred where they have continued 
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in fiill vigour up to the moment of dissolution, even in cases 
where the body has been worn out by a prolonged course of 
exhausting disease. In such persons the intellect has been 
as unclouded, the affections as active, and the futh as strong, 
the moment before death, as they ever have been during life. 
It is evident, therefore, that the diseases which have worn 
the body out have left the intellectual and moral powers 
imtouched. But in a moment all is changed. The whole 
of those powers which were in full activity immediately 
before death are, to all appearance, gone without leaving a 
trace behind. Nothing remains before us but an organism, 
devoid alike of motion, intelligence, affection, and voli- 
tion. In one minute these three last were in fuU activity ; 
in the next, if man perishes at death, they have ceased to be. 
Is it credible that they have perished in an instant ? Perhaps 
no one can fuUy appreciate the force of the impression which 
such a scene makes on the mind of the beholder, except 
those who have witnessed the sudden collapse of all those 
powers which really constitute the man. To those who have 
witnessed such a scene it seems incredible that the self- 
conscious personality, the intellectual powers, and the warm 
affections which at one moment were in full activity, have 
ceased to exist in the next. It is true that this is an argu- 
ment the force of which it is impossible to exhibit in the 
conclusion of a syllogism ; but it may full well outweigh 
the force of many an adverse one. With respect to such 
a death the natural language of the mind is, He is gone, 
not, He has ceased to be. 

The contrary opinion is founded on the fact that as we 
are at present constituted, our mental powers can only display 
themselves through a bodily organism, and that in an 
overwhelming majority of cases they wear out with that or- 
ganism. From this the inference is drawn that they cease 
to exist as soon as the body ceases to live. This, however. 
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by no means invalidates the argument in the preceding para- 
graph; for it is unquestionable that exceptions to this general 
rule exist, and it is on these exceptions that the argument 
is founded. But the inference in question is greatly in excess 
of the premisses. I fiilly admit that the fact that our mental 
powers and our bodily organisation are most intimately cor- 
related is unquestionable ; and that the latter, when disor- 
dered, is capable of producing a corresponding disturbance 
in the former. Of this the proof is not far to seek, for it is 
a matter of painful daily experience. But this intimate cor- 
relation is all that modem science has succeeded in establish- 
ing ; yet this by no means proves that the man and his 
bodily organism are identical The moment alter death 
the body is there before us, little changed from what it was 
the moment before death ; but all that constitutes the man 
is gone in a moment, we know not whither. 

How then stands the case ? What do we know and what 
do we not know? Respecting the real nature of life we 
know absolutely nothing. All the investigations of scien- 
tific men have failed to determine what it is, notwithstanding 
the ardour with which they have pursued them. Equally 
ignorant are we of the ultimate nature of mind. Both remain 
at the present time as profoimd a mystery as they were 
at the earliest dawnings of philosophic thought. This being 
so it is impossible to prove, though it is easy to affirm, that 
death is the destruction of our personality. All that we know 
about it is its outward phenomena, viz. that it suspends the 
manifestation of every previously existing power ; and that 
it liberates the chemical forces, which were previously held 
in check by the vital ones, so that they are able, without 
let or hindrance, to effect the dissolution of our bodily 
frame. But on our mental powers these forces are powerless 
to act. Death, it is true, removes them from the sphere 
of our cognisance, but that it destroys them there is not a 
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tittle of evidence, except on the assumption that brain 
and mind are identical, for which the evidence is entirely 
wanting. All that scientific investigation has succeeded in 
establishing is that, as we are at present constituted, mind 
requires a bodily organism for its manifestation, and that 
in every act of mental activity there results a correspond- 
ing motion in the brain ; but how these motions are trans- 
lated into thought, and how thought originates motions 
in the nervous^ system, we know nothing. Whether our 
personality will survive the stroke of death, science, qvA 
science, can neither affirm nor deny ; for it is a question which 
lies outside its proper sphere, and must ever continue to do 
so until it can prove that mind is nothing but a modification 
of matter. One thing, however, we know for certain, that 
we are personal voluntary agents, free from the iron law of 
necessary agency, and capable of producing activities both 
within and outside our bodies by an act of, and at the dicta- 
tion of, our wills. This being so, it is impossible to affirm 
that man is incapable of existing, thinking, and acting under 
other conditions than the present ones. Consequently my 
argument remains untouched, despite of any number of 
unproved theories respecting the nature of mind and body. 

rV. — ^The Moral Argument. 

This argument rests on the assumption that there is a God 
who is not only the Creator of the Universe, but who is 
also its moral Governor. I say ** rests on the assumption," 
because the proof of it would far transcend the limits which 
must be assigned to this work Assuming, therefore, that 
a God exists, who is the moral Governor of the universe, 
the argument that a state of retribution awaits man after 
death is equivalent in force to what is designated a demon- 
stration. It may be briefly stated thus — 

It is incredible that a moral Being, who has endowed man 
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with a moral nature, can be indifferent as to whether he 
realises or not the purposes for which He has endowed him 
with that nature ; i,e. can be indifferent to virtue and vice. 

This being so, it follows that God, as the moral Governor 
of the world, will render to the virtuous and the vicious 
according to their deeds ; or, to put this portion of the 
argument clearly and distinctly, it is incredible that His 
moral government should be so conducted that a career of 
successful villainy should be a more prudent course to pursue 
than one of virtue and self-sacrifice, which it undoubtedly 
would be, in very numerous cases, if man perished at death. 

Yet it is a fact which it is impossible to question, that in 
the moral world, as far as it comes within human observation, 
virtuous men are not rewarded nor vicious men punished 
according to their deserts. On the contrary, if there is no 
state of retribution after this life is terminated, there are very 
numerous instances in which it would be far more prudent 
with a view to one's own happiness, to gratify those appetites 
(be they what they may) which a man thinks will afford him 
the greatest amount of pleasure, rather than to lead a life of 
painful virtuous self-denial. It is quite true that the fact that 
suffering is the certain and inevitable result of certain kinds 
of sin, indicates that the Governor of the world is not wholly 
indifferent to moral actions ; but whatever indications of this 
kind exist in the present constitution of things, it is still 
evident that if man's conscious existence terminates at 
death, the moral government of the world is of a very im- 
perfect character : for it is absolutely certain that under it 
the holy are not rewarded, nor the evil punished according to 
their deserts. Nay, more ; it very frequently happens that 
astute bad men are far more prosperous than self-sacrificing 
virtuous ones — a fact which has proved one of the deepest 
trials to the holy from the earliest dawn of human thought. 
The simple truth is, that if man perishes at death, the moral 
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government of the world is a scene of unspeakable confusion ; 
for, as respects this life only, it is only too obvious that the 
consummate but successful villain is often far better off than 
the most selfTsacrificing saint : for during life the one has had 
nothing but prosperity and the other nothing but painful self- 
denial, in many instances terminated by a torturing death; 
yet if it be true that man perishes with the body, after life's 
brief day, both alike will sleep the same sleep of unconscious- 
ness. 

It follows, therefore, if the Governor of the world be a 
moral being, that what we call death cannot be the destruc- 
tion of our conscious existence, but that we shall pass into 
one in which the present moral government of the world will 
receive its vindication. But if, on the contrary, there will 
be no future state of retribution, in which it will be well with 
the righteous, and ill with the wicked, no such vindication 
will be possible. In that case the old saying will be justified, 
in a sense far wider than its author originally contemplated, 
**Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.'* That is to say, 
let each of us pursue the course which he thinks most con- 
ducive to his own happiness, or which is most suited to his 
own tastes (be it what it may) during life's brief day ; for, 
when life has become a burden, modem science will enable 
us to bring it to an easy termination, and after death it will 
be alike to the sinner and the saint, viz. a sleep from which 
there will be no awakening, and which will not be disturbed 
even by a dream. 

If then man perishes with his body, what, I ask, becomes of 
a righteous government of God ? It is certain that if he does 
so, it must be confined to this life alone ; and that after 
death the righteous have nothing to hope for, nor the wicked 
to fear. What, then, is the inevitable conclusion ? I answer, 
that a righteous moral government does not exist. Let me 
illustrate my meaning by an example which will be beyond 



Digitized by 



Google 



REASONS INDEPENDENT OF REVELATION. 75 

dispute. That St. Paul was one of the most self-sacrificing 
of men for what he believed to be the good of others, will not 
be denied even by unbelievers. I take him as an example, 
because from reverence I forbear to name the name of one 
who was greater than he, and whom the apostle confessed 
that he only imperfectly imitated. What then was his opinion 
on the point we are considering ? I will use his own words : 
"If in' this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable." " If, after the manner of men, I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me ? If 
the dead rise not, let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
die." On the other hand, it is hardly to be questioned that 
Fouch^ was one of the most atrocious villains (and they 
were many) of the most dismal period of the great French 
Eevolution. Yet what were the respective fates of these two 
men ? While the former spent a life of incessant labour, in 
the midst of almost incessant suffering for what he believed 
to be the good of others, and finally perished by the exe- 
cutioner's axe, the latter, by his wonderful astuteness, 
escaped from the calamities which engulfed his fellows in 
iniquity, rose from one office to another, betrayed each party 
in turn whom he professed to serve, became the prime 
minister of him whose brother he had aided to murder, and, 
finally, died quietly in his bed, surrounded with riches and 
honours. Yet, if this life is the end of man's conscious 
existence, who would not say that Fouch^ was the prudent 
man and the apostle a foolish enthusiast ? 

It may be urged that in the estimation of the sufferings of 
the righteous and the prosperity of the wicked, I have failed 
to take into account the pleasure which is derived from an 
approving conscience and the sufferings which result from a 
condemning one. To this I reply that, in the case of the 
self-sriCrificing saint, the sufferings have frequently been fear- 
fully real, and that no approbation of conscience (I am 
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speaking of conscience as it is understood by unbelievers) 
can metamorphose scourging and crucifixion into happiness. 
On the other hand, I think that the sufferings which con- 
science inflicts on the prosperous evil-doer are generally 
overrated, especially if the sinner is convinced that he has 
nothing to fear beyond the grave. Further, in men prone to 
evil, it is comparatively easy to quiet its remonstrances ; and 
in proportion as they are disregarded, they become weaker 
and weaker, until in men utterly abandoned, they cease 
altogether, and conscience becomes as it were extinct. 
Moreover, the approbation or disapprobation of conscience, 
whether strong or weak, is only cognisant by the individual, 
and therefore it can only exert a vague influence on others. 
Thus it would be to little purpose to say to one who was 
meditating an act of wrong, who believed that no conse- 
quences would follow for his wrong-doing beyond the grave. 
If you pursue that evil course, you will suffer from the 
stings of an evil conscience, which will render your life 
miserable. He would naturally reply, " I see no evidence 
that conscience makes wrong-doers miserable. It may be so 
in a few cases ; but there are at least nine hundred and 
ninety-nine chances out of a thousand in my favour." 
Butler justly says that conscience, " if it had might, as it 
has right, would govern the world ; " but its might being 
limited, it exerts a comparatively limited influence on the 
conduct of the majority. If wicked men are to be deterred 
from sin, some more powerful influence must be brought 
to bear on them than the fear of an accusing conscience, 
whose accusations will cease when at death man ceases to exist. 
But the consequences of the belief that the death of the 
body is the final extinction of the man are so serious that 
they afford a very strong reason for concluding that the 
belief itself is not true. The facts of the moral world being 
as they are, the disbelief in a future state of retribution is 
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equivalent to the denial of a God who is its moral Governor, 
and of a moral law which is based on His character and per- 
fections. Hence it follows that the only basis on which a 
moral system can be erected is the desire which we each feel 
to realise our own happiness. This being so, it follows that 
right actions are those which eflTect this, and wrong ones those 
which fail to do so. Consequently virtuous and vicious actions 
resolve themselves into a calculation of consequences; i.e. 
a virtuous man is a good calculator of the consequences of 
actions and a vicious man a bad one. But such a calculation 
is an extremely complicated one, for not only do judgments 
differ widely as to what pursuits will realise our own greatest 
happiness, but even if this can be determined by accurate 
calculation, there will remain a wide difference of opinion as 
to the means by which this can be best realised in the very 
uncertain contingencies of the future. Thus a man whose 
tastes are elevated will aflfirm that man's greatest happiness 
will be best attained by an ardent pursuit of the higher 
culture of life ; another, in whom the animal instincts are 
predominant (and these form the overwhelming majority of 
mankind), will give it as his opinion that the shortest road to 
happiness amidst the uncertain contingencies of life is the 
best, viz. to throw oneself into the pursuit of sensual gratifi- 
cation. Who, then, shall decide ? It is evident that the 
attempt to settle the question involves a calculation of so 
complicated a character that it transcends the powers of 
ordinary men and women. Consequently the line of conduct 
which will best promote our happiness resolves itself into a 
question of individual taste ; and the vicious man may justly 
urge in his vindication, that considering the shortness of life 
and the uncertainty of its duration, the most. certain mode 
of realising his own greatest happiness is the most obvious 
one — ^viz. the gratification of whatever instincts and passions 
predominate in him ; and if in doing so he should violate 
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the laws of society, (which are nothing but the laws which 
have been imposed by the strong on the weak), and thereby 
incur their penalties, his right course is to evade them to 
the utmost of his power by subtlety and craft. 

To this it will be replied, that the most certain mode of 
realising one's own happiness is to devote oneself to the 
realisation of the greatest happiness of others. This prin- 
ciple forms the foundation of that system of moral teaching 
which is so loudly trumpeted at the present day under the 
imposing designation of Altruism ; but when examined, it is 
neither more nor less than the old commandment, " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," stripped of all the moral 
and spiritual power which the great commandment, " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind, soul, 
and strength," and which the principles of Christianity impart 
to it, which alone are able to enable it to become a regulating 
principle in human life. But to the affirmation that the best 
way to realise our individual happiness is to give up the pur- 
suit of everything which terminates in self, and to seek the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number, the reply is a very 
obvious one. How do you know this, if man perishes at death ; 
for to say the least of it, appearances are greatly against you ? 
It is all very well for you to tell me that it is very noble to 
do this, or that at some distant period of the future mankind 
will be greatly elevated by the self-sacrifice of others and my- 
self for the benefit of future generations. But what will this 
elevated state of future generations profit me when my per- 
sonal conscious existence has ceased to be ? You promise 
me that I shall live in the memory of others, or perhaps 
suggest that some portion of my present body will enter into 
the composition of some exalted being of the future after 
the lapse of ages of evolution, and you tell me that the 
thought of this ought to be an ample compensation for all 
the acts of self-denial and suflFering to which you invite me 
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in the work of doing good to others. But I ask, what is 
all this to me after I have ceased to exist as a conscious 
being ? Promises of this kind are neither more nor less than 
the administration of a little flattery to my vanity, a hundred 
pounds of which are not worth a few ounces of real present 
enjoyment, from whatever source derived 

But further I ask, how is it possible to get this principle 
of altruism into operation ? Man is naturally a selfish being. 
Having got rid of all the moral power which a belief in God 
as the moral Governor of the universe, Christianity, and a 
future state supply, what is the moral force which you possess 
that is capable of overbearing man's natural love of those 
pleasures which terminate in self, and of converting his natural 
selfishness into the altruistic love of others ? The only pos- 
sible answer is, that man will become wiser and better through 
a gradual process of evolution, aided by the self-sacrifice of 
numberless future generations for the good of others more 
future stilL To this the answer is obvious. Your assertion 
is destitute of proof. Your principle of evolution means not 
the survival of the fittest, but the survival of the strongest 
Will it be pretended that the strongest are the morally fittest 
to survive ? Who were the fittest to survive, Socrates, or his 
accusers and judges ; the Christian saints, or their perse- 
cutors who cast them to the lions ; the inquisitor, with his 
apparatus of torture, or those who perished under his tortur- 
ing hand ? The truth is, the mild and benevolent virtues 
have no chance of survival in the struggle for existence 
against the fierce passions of such men. But further, the 
theory which affirms that the natural course of evolution 
necessarily leads to the production of the nobler and the 
better, when applied to man breaks down against the facts of 
authentic history. What, I ask, has been the eJBfect of three 
thousand years of evolution on the Negro race ? Has the 
present Hindoo race attained any appreciable degree of moral 
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elevation above their ancestors three thousand years ago ? 
Which is the more elevated character, the modem or the 
ancient Greek ; the Roman of the growth of the republic, or 
the Roman of the fall of the empire ; the ancient Egyptian, 
or the modem Copt ? Has the progress of the Chinese been 
one of gradual moral elevation ? Is the modem Arab an 
improvement on the ancient one? If the races in whose 
veins flow some mixture of Aryan blood are instances of 
an evolution upwards, most of those above referred to are 
instances of an evolution downwards. The prospect that 
mankind will gradually become more and more elevated, 
wiser, and better through the action of the principle of evolu- 
tion, as it has been propounded by modem unbelievers, derives 
little encouragement from the facts of authentic history ; in 
other words, it is a theory destitute of proof. 

But the theory in question lies open to an objection which 
is absolutely fatal It is impossible to prove on the prin- 
ciples of Atheistic, Pantheistic, and Agnostic systems of 
philosophy, that the sacrifice of oneself for the good of others 
is a duty, for these systems evaporate the idea of duty of all 
meaning. I ask. To whom is this duty due ? If to myself, 
it resolves itself into the pursuit of one's greatest happiness. 
If to others, what right have they to claim it on the prin 
ciples of these philosophies ? Consequently a moral law, 
speaking with authority and saying to man. You ought to do 
this, it is your duty to do that, becomes an impossibility. 
What, I ask, does " ought " mean in such a case ? Not that 
there is a moral obligation on you to do so, but you owe it 
to your own happiness so to do. What means duty ? That 
you owe it to future generations so to do. Full well may it 
be asked, "What are future generations to me, after my 
personal self-conscious being has been swallowed up in the 
immensity of things ? " 

The above considerations, therefore, prove that if death 



Digitized by 



Google 



REASONS INDEPENDENT OF REVELATION. 81 

involves the termination of our conscious existence, this world 
is devoid of a righteous moral Governor, or in other words 
that the moral world is a chaos and not a cosmos. 

On the other hand, it follows as a necessary consequence that 
if there is a righteous moral Governor of the world there must 
be a state of things beyond the grave in which man will con- 
tinue to exist as a personal conscious being, and where 
the present inequalities of the moral government of the 
world wiU not only be redressed, but will be shown to 
have been in harmony with the justice and benevolence of 
GoA 

Such then are the grounds which reason furnishes for be- 
lieving in man's personal existence after death. It will be 
objected that they do not amount to demonstrations. It wil 
be readily conceded that they are not demonstrations in the 
sense in which that term is employed either by mathemati- 
cians or scientists. But there are other kinds of evidence 
though not demonstrative in the strict scientific sense, which 
leave no doubt in any rational mind. For example, in the 
administration of justice a man is often convicted of crime on 
evidence which no mathematician or scientist would call 
demonstrative ; yet who, from want of evidence of this kind, 
would say that the fact was not proved when it amounts to a 
moral certainty ? Demonstrative evidence is not to be had in 
the ordinary affairs of life, and if men were to forbear acting 
imtil they could get it, the business of the world would, be 
brought to a standstill. I submit, therefore, that the four 
reasons above adduced, although they are not demonstra- 
tions in a scientific sense, whether taken separately or to- 
gether, are such as to leave no doubt in a rational mind that 
man will survive the stroke of death. Of these the last 
amounts to a moral certainty, while the others amount to a 
very high degree of probability. 

It is a remarkable fact that while the question of man's 
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survival formed one of the chief subjects of discussion among 
the ancient philosophers, the three last of the arguments we 
have considered seem never to have attracted their attention. 
The reason of this is obvious. They rest on the belief that 
a personal God exists, who is all-powerful and all-wise, fmd 
the righteous moral Governor of the universe. On this sub- 
ject the views of the ancient philosophers were extremely hazy. 
Very few recognised the First Cause of the imiverse as a moral 
being, or had a firm belief in the unity of the Godhead ; nor 
did the phenomena of the moral world afibrd proof that it was 
under the government of a righteous moral Governor. This 
being so, they were unable to make use of the above arguments, 
and were compelled to rely on those derived from the sup- 
posed metaphysical nature of the souL Of all the philo- 
sophers of the ancient world, Socrates was the one who clung 
most strongly to the belief that man would not perish with 
the body, and that there would be a state of retribution, in 
which it would be well with the righteous ; but when we 
read his arguments for this belief, as they are set forth in the 
** Phaedo," and elsewhere, we immediately become sensible of 
their inherent weakness. He himself confesses that they 
only suggested a hope, and were far from amounting to a 
moral certainty. This being so, the position which he takes 
is that death would either be a perpetual sleep, undisturbed 
even by a dream, or that it would introduce him to the 
society of the good gods and of the heroes and philosophers 
of his race, with the latter of whom he would, without let or 
hindrance, be able to discuss the subjects which his judges 
refused to permit him to discuss here. Speaking generally, 
the views of those philosophers who argued most strongly 
that men would survive the death of the body, amounted 
only to a vague hope, and never reached to such a conviction 
as could exert a powerful influence on conduct. Conse- 
quently the moral power which such a belief was capable of 
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exerting was extremely small, and the subject was far more 
interesting as affording matter for philosopbical discussion 
than as having a direct bearing on the realities of life. The 
reason of this is clear. The evidence for a future state is 
inconclusive, except on the assumption of the existence of a 
personal God, who is the all-wise Creator and the righteous 
moral Governor of the world. 

On the other hand, the popular ideas of the ancient world 
on this subject assumed the existence of an underworld 
which was the abode of the spirits of the dead, but ideas 
respecting their condition there were vague in the extreme. 
Impious offenders against the gods were believed to be 
punished in a department of it called Tartarus^ and ac- 
cording to some of the later poets those who had lived 
pure and holy lives rested peacefully in the Elysian fields 
until the time arrived when fate required that they should 
pass from these regions of repose, drink the waters of forget- 
fulness, and animate new bodies in the upper world. But 
the earlier ideas, which as long as the multitude retained any 
faith at all continued to be the popular ones, were gloomy in 
the extreme. The ghost was believed to be a mere shadow 
of man's former self, devoid of power, and requiring that its 
recollection should be refreshed by tasting blood. Even 
mighty heroes passed in Hades an existence compared with 
which, in their own opinion, the lowest condition in the upper 
world was preferable. Such ideas, therefore, were incapable of 
exercising any practical influence on conduct, because while 
they admitted that the soul survived the stroke of death, 
they included no belief in the existence of one who, as the 
righteous Governor of the world, is not indifferent to human 
conduct, but who will call every individual into judgment for 
his conduct here, and will reward or punish him according to 
his works. 

I readily admit that the reasons which prove that man will 

o2 
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survive the stroke of death, and that he will be held respon- 
sible in the world beyond the grave for his conduct here, are 
above the appreciation of an overwhelming majority of man- 
kind. Full well might we have expected, when we consider 
the supreme importance to each individual man of the ques- 
tion whether his condition in the unseen world will be 
dependent on his conduct here, that this all-important truth 
would have been made one of those certitudes on which it 
would have been impossible to have entertained a doubt. 
But here, as in numerous other instances, our d priori ideas 
as to what ought to be, fail to conduct us to a knowledge of 
what actually is. Why it is, that the great masses of mankind 
have been left in such imcertainty on a subject which con- 
cerns their deepest interests, is one of those mysteries in the 
Divine government of the world into which with our limited 
powers it is impossible to penetrate. We can only say with 
the Apostle, " The times of this ignorance God overlooked ; 
but now," having revealed the great truth of the responsibility 
of man, " he commandeth all men that they should every- 
where repent ; inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which 
he will judge the world in righteousness, by the man whom 
he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead." 

In conclusion, let it be observed that none of the above 
reasonings are adequate to prove the immortality of man. 
All that they really prove is that his personality will survive 
the dissolution of his body. It is generally assumed that 
reasonings which avail to prove man's survival after death 
are equally valid to prove his immortality ; or, as it is com- 
monly conceived, that the righteous will continue to exist 
in happiness and the wicked in misery for evermore. But 
this is a conclusion which the premisses will not justify. On 
the contrary, judging by analogy, as disease destroys the body, 
so sin may be ultimately destructive of the being of the 
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sinner. The whole question of immortality depends on the 
will, purposes, and character of God. This the New Testa- 
ment promises to the righteous, who may safely commit all 
cares about the future to that God in whom, by abiding in 
love, they abide, and He in them; whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and whose dominion will endure for 
evermore. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER V. 

Thb Impeefbction of thb Lioht which the ScmpTURBS OF THE Old 
Testament throw on the Condition of Man after Death. 

In considering this subject it is necessary that the student 
should neyer lose sight of the fact that the Old Testament is 
not a single book, but consists of a number of small treatises, 
which were composed by not less than fifty writers, who were 
separated from one another by wide intervals of time, and 
who derived their materials from various sources of informa- 
tion. As the question of the date of these various writings 
is one which is greatly debated among critics, it will be im- 
possible to examine them in historical order. 

I. — The Pentateuch. 

We will, therefore, begin with the Pentateuch, although 
we are fiilly aware that there are not a few critics who 
assign to large portions of it a late date ; yet even these allow 
that portions of its contents are unquestionably Mosaic. 
Taking, then, the Pentateuch as a whole, it is obvious to 
every reader that not a single passage can be found in it 
which aflfirms in so many words that man will survive the 
stroke of death. All that can be said is, that it contains a 
few passages from which a belief in a future state may be 
inferred, but direct aflBrmations it has none. This absence of 
all direct reference to the subject is a most remarkable fact, 
whatever view we may take of its authorship. If the whole 
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is Mosaic, it follows that Moses, who was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, of which wisdom we have the 
strongest evidence that the doctrine of a future state formed an 
important portion,* must have deliberately excluded it from 
forming one of the sanctions on which his legislation rested. 
This is equally true if he is the author of only portions of the 
Pentateuch. If, on the other hand, we concur with those 
critics who ascribe the authorship of the Book of Deuteronomy 
to the prophet Jeremiah, then the absence of any direct 
allusion to this doctrine in this book, as well as in that of the 
prophet, is the more striking, because the intercourse between 
Egypt and Judea was considerable, not only in his time, but 
also in that of Solomon, and the evidence of the Egyptian 
belief on this subject must have been patent to the eye of 
every traveller. Further, if we accept the views of those 
critics who are of opinion that the ritual and sacrificial por- 
tions of the Pentateuch were written subsequent to the cap- 
tivity, the absence in them of any direct allusion to a future 
state is even more difficult to account for, because long prior 
to the persecutions of the Syrian Kings, it had become an 
article of popular belief; and unless the records of the 
Maccabee martyrs are misleading, they were sustained in the 
endurance of their terrible suflFerings by the hope of a resur- 
rection. Whatever view, therefore, we may take, either of 
the date or of the authorship of the Pentateuch, the absence 
from it of any direct reference to a future state of retribu- 
tion, and the enforcement of its legislation by purely tem- 
poral considerations, is a fact the singularity of which cannot 
be denied. 

Although the Pentateuch contains no one single direct 

* The book called *' The Ritual of the Dead " was in existence long anterior 
to the time of Moses, and being learned in all the -wisdom of the Egyptians, 
it is impossible that he was not acquainted with it. Besides, every mummy case 
bears witness that a belief in a future state, in some form or other, and even in 
a judgment to come, was deeply impressed on the national mind. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FUTUKE KETRIBUTION. 

affirmation that man will survive the stroke of death, a few 
passages exist in it from which it may be made a matter of 
inference. Of these by far the most important is that cited 
by our Lord in his controversy with the Sadducees : 

" I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob." " God," says he, *' is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living." 

Yet all that our Lord here affirms is, that a belief in a 
future state, or in a resurrection, is a just inference from this 
Divine declaration. In St. Luke's record of our Lord's 
words there is an intimation that the teaching of the Penta- 
teuch on this subject was obscure ; " For," says he, " that 
the dead are raised even Moses showed in the place concemi/ng 
the bush.** The words " even Moses " imply either that the 
Sadducees would receive no doctrine as true except it could 
be proved from the Mosaic writings, or else, that although a 
belief in a future state, or a resurrection, was nowhere directly 
affirmed in them, yet it might be inferred from the above 
Divine declaration. 

There is also a passage in the story of Balaam and Balak 
which forms a kind of episode, and is apparently introduced 
into the narrative from an independent source of information, 
which contains an apparent reference to a future state. The 
ungodly prophet is represented as saying, " May I die the 
death of the righteous, and may my last end be like his.'^ 
These words affirm that in the opinion of the speaker it 
would be better to die the death of the righteous than the 
death of the wicked, and, consequently, are an expression of 
a belief on the part of Balaam in a future state of retribu- 
tion. There is also another passage which, very singular to 
say, occurs in the midst of the genealogies of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, from which a similar inference may be drawn : 

" And Enoch walked with God ; and he was not, for God 
took hun." (Gen. v. 24.) 
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It is to be remarked that his death is not mentioned, 
although the death of all the other patriarchs is mentioned ; 
but if the writer meant to aflSrm that Enoch was translated 
to heaven without dying his meaning is very obscurely ex- 
pressed. Such a passage, occurring as it does in the midst 
of an antediluvian genealogy, is a very insecure foundation 
on which to base a general doctrine of retribution. 

It follows, therefore, that although it is possible, by the 
aid of careful reasoning, to infer from a few passages in the 
Pentateuch that man's conscious existence does not terminate 
with the death of the body, yet the doctrine of a future state 
formed no portion of the revelation which God made to Moses ; 
nor does the book itself contain a single formulated state- 
ment, nor a single definite expression of hope or fear respect- 
ing it, nor even an attempt to enforce the practice of holiness 
by a reference to it, or to deter from sin by warning sinners 
of the consequences with which sin will be attended in the 
unseen world. 

Such are the facts. Rabbi Hermann Adler, in an elaborate 
essay, has endeavoured to dispute them, but he is unable to 
adduce a single passage in which the existence of a future 
state of retribution is definitely affirmed in the Mosaic 
writings. All that he can do is to draw the inference from 
certain expressions that such a belief was entertained by a 
small number of individuals, and at best several of his 
inferences rest on a very insecure foundation. But be- 
tween this and the proof that there was any general be- 
lief in a doctiine of retribution, which possessed a moral 
power such as to influence conduct, the distance is great 
indeed. 

To account for the absence of this reference lies outside 
the limits of the present work. I shall only notice a very 
singular reason given for it by Mr. White, in his work en- 
titled " life in Christ." The position taken by him renders 
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it necessary to prove that man was created mortal, though 
capable of becoming immortal by eating of the tree of life ; 
but in consequence of the fall and his expulsion from Para- 
dise, in the condition in which he is now brought into the 
world, he has lost the hope of immortality. Consequently 
the belief in immortality, as it was set forth in those theo- 
logical systems with which Moses came in contact, was 
nothing better than a pernicious error. Hence the exclusion 
of all reference to it in the Pentateuch. Yet, surely, if 
the doctrine of immortality, as it was held by the Egyptians, 
was untrue, or even dangerous in the form in which it was 
held by them, it would have been easy to have corrected the 
errors connected with it, and to have propounded in their place 
the all-important truth that man's existence will not terminate 
at death, but that a state of retribution awaits him in the 
unseen world, in which the righteous will be rewarded and the 
wicked punished according to their conduct here. The posi- 
tion in question, therefore, is obviously no adequate account 
of the phenomena presented by the Pentateuch ; on the con- 
trary, even if we assume that its author was a firm believer 
that a state of retribution awaited man beyond the grave, the 
total absence of all direct allusion to it proves that he felt 
that it could not be urged with any advantage on the con- 
sciences of the people for whom he was legislating, and that 
they could be impressed only by considerations drawn from 
the present life — considerations which he has set forth in the 
strongest manner, promising outward prosperity as the reward 
of obedience, and misery and destruction as the certain con- 
sequences of sin. 

II. — ^Historical Books. 

Let us next examine the testimony of the historical books 
and of those portions of the prophetical writings which throw 
light on contemporary beliefs, and the popular ideas re- 
specting a future state of retribution. 
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Not only is the history almost entirely silent on this sub- 
ject, but the sanctions by which the messages of the prophets 
are enforced are based on considerations wholly temporal. 
Thus the strongest denunciations against wicked monarchs 
are, that they shall be cut off and all their male pos- 
terity, and that their dead bodies should be devoured by 
dogs. Of this kind of threatenings in the writings of the 
Old Testament — ^and they are full of expostulations and 
threatenings — the strongest are that which the prophet 
Jeremiah directs against the unrighteous king Jehoiakim, 
that there should be no lamentation at his death and that he 
should be buried with the burial of an ass ; and that against 
the rebellious Jews, that Jerusalem and its temple should be 
destroyed and the people carried captive to Babylon ; but 
never once do any of the prophets refer to a state of retribu- 
tion after death for the purpose of warning the sinner as to 
the terrible consequences of sin, or encouraging the saint in 
his various struggles with the hope of a glorious future 
beyond the grave. Of the gloomy views which were popu- 
larly entertained respecting the condition of man in the un- 
seen world and even participated in by eminent saints, the 
hymn composed by Hezekiah, after his recovery from his 
dangerous sickness, affords convincing proof. It is thus re- 
ported by Isaiah : — 

"The grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate 
thee ; they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do 
this day ; the father to the children shall make known thy 
truth." (Isaiah xxxviii. 18, 19.) 

Yet of this eminently pious king the historian writes, 
" He did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, ac- 
cording to all that David his father had done. ... He 
trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel, so that after him none 
were like him of all the kings of Judah, nor among them 
that were before him.*' (2 Kings xviii. 3 — 5.) 
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' The description in Isaiah of the entrance of the king 
of Babylon into the underworid, though highly poetical, is 
no doubt an accurate description of the popular ideas as to 
the condition of man in Hades. I shall only cite three verses 
of it — 

" Hell," (i.e. hades) " from beneath is moved for thee to 
meet thee at thy coming ; it stirreth up the dead for thee, 
even all the chief ones of the earth ; it hath raised up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations. All they shall answer, 
and say to thee. Art thou also become weak as we ? Art 
thou become like unto usP Thy pomp is brought down 
to hell, i.e. Sheol or Hades, and the noise of thy viols ; the 
worm is spread under thee, and worms cover thee." (Isa. xiv. 
9 — 11.) The passage, from verse 12 to 20, is a lively de- 
scription of the lowly state into which the king of Babylon 
had fallen, and of the insults with which he was received on 
his entrance into the underworld. 

From this description we learn what were the popular 
ideas respecting the condition of man after death. 

1. The existence of an underworld, into which the spirits 
of men passed at death, was an accepted popular belief. 

2. The great ones of the earth were supposed to retain a 
kind of pre-eminence in it. 

3. Their existence, however, was one of which weakness 
was the most striking characteristic. 

4. Their revengeftil feelings were capable of being exerted 
and even gratified at the sight of their oppressor, now become 
as weak as they and fallen from all his earthly glory. 

5. They rejoice that while their bodies were reposing in 
honoured sepulchres, the body of their oppressor was cast out 
as a carcass to be trodden under foot. 

The condition, therefore, even of kings, in the under- 
world, was one of very shadowy greatness. The above descrip- 
tion bears a striking resemblance to the description of the 
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same place in Homer, who puts into the mouth of the ghost 
of Achilles, the great hero of the Iliad, the assertion that the 
condition of a slave on earth was preferable to his own, 
although he was a king among the shades. If such, then, 
was supposed to be the state of existence of kings and 
heroes, we may conclude that that of the vulgar masses was 
viewed as far more unenviable. Certain it is, that the idea 
of a righteous retribution in the region of the dead, except 
that a great oppressor would be received with jeers and 
insults at his fallen state, is not even hinted at in this pro- 
phetical description. This is the more remarkable when we 
consider the definiteness of the Egyptian views on this subject, 
as they are set forth on the monuments and especially as they 
are described in the "Ritual of the Dead," and that it is 
hardly possible, remembering the intercourse which existed 
between the two countries, that they had not penetrated 
into Judaea. 

We must now offer a few observations on that most singular 
narrative, contained in 1 Sam. xvii., of Saul's dealings with 
the Witch of Endor, as throwing light on the popular ideas 
respecting the condition of departed spirits in the under- 
world. The facts, as they appear in the narrative, may be 
briefly stated thus : — 

1. Impelled by the danger of a great Philistine invasion, 
Saul had exhausted all the authorised means of consulting 
God, and had received no answer. In his desperation, there- 
fore, he applied to the witch to raise up Samuel from the 
underworld. 

2. The witch alone is represented as seeing the appari- 
tion, for, adds the narrative, " When she saw Samuel, she 
cried with a loud voice ; " and on Saul asking] her what she 
saw, she answered, " I see a god coming up out of the 
earth ; " and in reply to a further question, " What form is 
he of? " she answers, "An old man cometh up, and he is 
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covered with a robe ; " whereupon the narrative adds, " Scml 
perceived that it was Sarrmel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground and did obeisance." On this a dialogue between 
Saul and Samuel is represented as taking place ; but no- 
where is it affirmed that Saul actually saw the apparition. 

3. The apparition, designated by the author of the book, 
" Samuel," is then represented as demanding of Saul, "Why 
hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up ? " and on Said's 
giving the reason, he proceeds to prophesy the defeat of the 
Israelites, and that Saul and his sons would be with him on 
the morrow, on which Saul falls at full length on the earth 
and there ia no strength left in him. 

Such are the facts as they are stated in the narrative. It 
proves that the following were popular beliefs respecting the 
condition of man after death at the time of the composition 
of this book : — 

1. That the soul did not perish at death but continued 
to survive in the underworld. 

2. That personages such as Samuel existed there in a 
state of repose. This is proved by the words which Samuel 
is stated to have addressed to Saul : " Why hast thou dis- 
quieted me, to bring me up ? " 

3. That it was a popular belief that the art of necromancy 
was able by means of its conjurations to bring up a departed 
spirit from the underworld, even of a prophet so eminent as 
Samuel. 

4. No hint is given, either in this passage, or through- 
out the Old Testament, that spirits in the underworld were 
receiving either reward or punishment, according to their 
deeds done in the body. 

If it be asked what are the actual facts which underlay 
this strange narrative, I answer that, taken simply as it 
stands, it admits of three alternative suppositions, with any 
one of which it is consistent. 
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1. That the spirit of Samuel actually appeared. 

2. That the apparition was the devil, who personated 
Samuel 

3. That the scene was the result of a collusion between 
the witch and one or more confederates (being analogous to 
similar feats performed by modem conjurors), which Saul 
and his companions mistook for a reality. 

The objections against the first and second of these alter- 
natives are overwhelming. 

1. It is incredible that God should have refused to answer 
Saul by the authorised means of consulting him, and then 
have vouchsafed him an answer through the conjurations of 
a witch, a mode of prying into futurity which the law forbade 
in the sternest terms, such as, " Thou shalt not suffer a witch 
to Uve." 

To meet this difficulty it has been urged that the appari- 
tion of Samuel was unexpected by the witch, and that he was 
sent by God to announce Saul's destruction as a punishment 
for having consulted her. 

To this the answer is obvious, that there is no hint of this 
to be found in the narrative. On the contrary, Samuel is 
represented as complaining that he tvotd been disquieted by 
having been brought up ; but surely no holy spirit would 
speak of having been disquieted if sent by God to deliver 
His messages to man. If it be urged, as it has been, that 
the witch's outcry implies that the real Samuel appeared as 
an unexpected visitor in the midst of her conjurations, and 
that the witch's cry was occasioned by terror at his appear- 
ance, it is quite as probable that it formed part and parcel of 
the deception which was practised on Saul. 

2. If it was the spirit of Samuel which actually appeared, 
and this without any intimation that he did not appear as 
the result of the witch's conjurations, but as a messenger 
from God for the purpose of punishing Saul for his impiety. 
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nothing could have been better fitted to confirm the popular 
belief that necromancers possessed the power of summoning 
at their pleasure departed spirits from the underworld. In 
a word, it would have confirmed the popular belief in witch- 
craft. 

3. Equally strong are the objections against the assumption 
that the apparition was the devil, who personated Samuel. 
What, I ask, would have been the efifect of such an appa- 
rition, if allowed by God ? Evidently it would have been 
attended with the result of confirming the unhallowed belief 
that necromancers possessed the power of summoning spirits 
from the underworld for the purpose of prying into the 
secrets of the future. Whatever activities may be supposed 
to be possessed by the evil one, it is incredible that the moral 
Governor of the world should allow him to enact a scene 
like this. 

It follows, therefore, that the third alternative must be 
the true one, viz. that the entire scene was a trick practised 
on Saul and his companions, but one not more wonderful 
than the feats which are performed by modem conjurors, 
spiritualists, and practitioners of sleight of hand. The entire 
narrative, however, is doubtless a sufficiently accurate descrip- 
tion of the popular beliefs respecting the condition of de- 
parted spirits in Hades at the time when it was composed, 
and of the power which necromancers were supposed to pos- 
sess of bringing them up for the purpose of consulting them. 

III. — ^The Testimony of the Book of Psalms. 

Although the place assigned to this book in the Hebrew 
canon is among the Hagiographa, it is necessary to examine 
its testimony in this place, because the time of its composi- 
tion extends over the entire range of the history from the 
time of David until after the return from the captivity, if not 
to the time of the Maccabees. For our present purpose its 
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testimony is of the highest value, because it does not consist 
of a number of abstract or even historical statements, but 
most of the Psalms are a delineation of the inmost life and 
the religious experiences of their authors— of their joys and 
of their sorrows, of their hopes and of their fears. This 
book is perhaps the most marvellous record of religious expe- 
rience which exists. Before we enter on the examination of 
particular Psalms let us consider what is the impression 
which the book makes on the reader's mind, taken as a whole. 

1. The faith of its authors in a living God, His presence 
in Providence, His attributes of holiness, justice, and mercy, 
and that His moral government would receive its vindication 
in the present life, was of a most intense character. We may 
best describe it in the language of metaphor, by saying it 
glowed with a white heat, such as we can scarcely conceive 
of in the present day. 

2. Yet while its authors entertained the strongest hope 
that God would appear for their deliverance under the most 
disastrous circumstances, even those who are of opinion that 
a doctrine of a future state is to be found in the Psalms 
cannot help admitting that it is nowhere directly put forth 
as the foundation of that hope. In this respect the contrast 
between this book and any book of hymns, in general use in 
any section of the (Christian Church, is remarkable. In the 
one the hope of immortality is expressed in terms which 
cannot be mistaken ; in the other it is a matter of inference, 
and often of uncertain inference. Yet the reader of the 
Psalms feels instinctively that they are most vivid delineations 
of the religious experience of their authors, and that here, if 
in any composition known to man, out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth has spoken. 

3. The prominent motives which the writers of this book 
put forth, as a sanction to holiness, and as a deterrent to sin, 
are that holiness will be attended with prosperity in this life, 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 FUTUKB KETRIBUTION. 

and that sin will be attended, notwithstanding present 
appearances, with adversity and ultimate destruction. 

4. Many of the Psalms aflford proof that their authors 
had no definite belief in a future state of existence, in which 
man's happiness or misery would be dependent on his con- 
duct here ; nay more, some of them are scarcely reconcilable 
with a belief that the soul survives the death of the body. 

5. Eespecting the wicked, they are described as destined 
to perish and to be consumed out of the earth ; but not a 
word is said about their being punished in the underworld, 
or that they will be raised to a resurrection of condemnation; 
nor do the strongest of the imprecatory Psalmists devote 
their enemies to anything more terrible than destruction. 

Such are the general views of the authors of this most 
remarkable book respecting a future state. Let us now con- 
sider a few specific Psalms, where their authors express a 
hope that they will enjoy a blissful existence after death, 
and a few whose authors seemed to have entertained no such 
expectation. 

The conclusion of Psalm xvi. sets forth the brightest hopes 
for its author beyond the grave. There is nothing equal to 
it in the entire volume : — 

" I have set the Lord always before me ; because he is at 
my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart 
is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; my flesh also shall rest in 
hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [i.e. Hades] 
neither wilt thou suffer thy Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou shalt show me the path of life : in thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy ; at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more." 

This Psalm is referred to by St. Peter as Messianic. It 
is obvious that the Psalmist spoke in it of some one higher 
than himself, because his flesh certainly saw corruption. 
Yet from its general import it is hardly possible to draw any 
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other conclusion than that its author bxpected to enjoy a 
blissful existence with God after death. 

From Psalm xviL 15 we may draw a similar conclusion, 
though the hope is expressed less distinctly. After affirming 
that the men of the world have their portion in this world, 
its author writes : — 

" As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness ; I 
shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness." 

The conclusion of Psalm xxii. contains a strong affirma- 
tion that the person depicted therein will survive his tortur- 
ing death ; but it is throughout too Messianic to throw light 
on the belief of its author respecting himself. Still it is a 
fair inference that he hoped that he might participate in 
the triumph referred to. 

In Psalm xxiii. we have the following affirmation : — 

** Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death* I will fear no evil." This, however, is somewhat 
qualified by the expressions of the twro concluding verses : 
that a table should be prepared for him in the presence of 
his enemies, and that goodness and mercy should follow him 
all the days of his life. These words seem to point to a 
temporal deliverance. 

While Psalm xlix. 14 threatens the wicked with a tem- 
poral destruction, the 15th verse seems to imply that its 
author expected to survive the stroke of death : — 

" For God shall redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, 
for he shall receive me." 

In every point of view Psalm Ixxiii. is remarkable, as 
setting forth the writer's views respecting the condition of 
the wicked in this life, their ultimate destruction, and the 
hopes which he entertained respecting himself. The general 

♦ la it not " valley of thick darkness " P i,e, one of those Palestinian ravincH 
through which the shepherd had often to lead his sheep, and would he in special 
danger of attack from wild heasts. The word Ualmaveth il» doubtful. 
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prosperity of the wicked in this world was to him a terrible 
temptation. Thus he writes : — 

" Verily, I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 
hands in innocency. For all the day long have I been plagued, 
and chastened every morning." On reflection, however, he 
came to the conclusion that successful wickedness was often 
brought to a fearftil end ; but the destruction to which the 
wicked were brought was, as far as appears from the Psalm, 
a destruction confined to this world only. He then sets 
before us the hopes and expectations to which he rose after 
he had overcome the temptations with which the apparent 
prosperity of the wicked, and the sufferings of the righteous, 
had assailed him. 

" Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel," says he, " and 
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion for ever. Forlo! they that are far from 
thee shall perish ; thou hast destroyed all them that go a 
whoring from thee. But it is good for me to draw near to 
Gk>d. I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may 
declare all thy works." 

These are the most important passages in the Psalms, ex- 
pressing a hope of immortality. A few others may be 
adduced, but their reference to a future state is less distinct. 
I therefore need not quote them. We might have expected 
to find such allusions most frequent and definite in the 
exilian and post-exilian Psalms, but it is not so, the highest 
aspirations of their authors being for the rebuilding of Jeru- 
salem and the restoration of the temple worship in all their 
former glory. 

The following are expressions of hopelessness : — 

Psalm vi. 5 : " For in death there is no remembrance of 
thee : in Sheol who shall give thee thanks ? " 
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Psalm XXX. 9 : " What profit is there in my blood when 
I go down to the pit ? Shall the dust praise thee ? Shall it 
declare thy truth?" 

The seventy- seventh Psalm is one in which the writer 
expresses his deep dissatisfaction with the present state of 
things. This bemg so, it would naturally have suggested to 
him a reference to a future state, if he had entertained any 
definite hopes respecting it. But we find none. So also 
with the eighty-eighth Psalm. It is pervaded by the darkest 
gloom ; but instead of referring to a future state in which 
the inequalities of the present would be corrected, it sets in 
the blackest night. 

" Wilt thou show wonders to the dead ? " says the Psalm- 
ist ; " shall they that are deceased arise and praise thee ? 
Shall thy loving kindness be declared in the grave, or thy 
faithfulness in destruction ? Shall thy wonders be known in 
the dark, or thy faithfulness in the land of forgetfiilness ? " 

It is also remarkable that of the Psalms which have been 
selected to be read at the funeral service of the Church of 
England, while each of them refers in terms of deep pathos 
to the shortness of human life, yet neither expresses a hope 
of man's survival after death ; except it be in a single verse 
of the thirty-ninth Psalm, where, after bemoaning the short- 
ness and vanity of life, the Psalmist says — 

"And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in 
thee." 

It may be urged that this hope refers to a future state ; 
but the author of the Psalm concludes by praying for a 
deliverance from temporal evil. Thus he writes — 

" O spare me a little, that I may recover my strength 
before I go hence, and be no more." 

Such are a few examples of the hopes and of the despon- 
dency with which the authors of several of the Psalms contem- 
plated the condition of man in the underworld. But the over- 
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whelming majority of the Psahnists make no reference to a 
fiiture life, either in the way of hope or fear. It may be 
urged that the firm confidence which they express in God 
implies that in the midst of the discouragements of the 
present they must have been supported by the belief in a 
future life. "Whether this be so or no I shall not inquire, 
because all that concerns us in this argument is the fact that 
this hope is nowhere distinctly formulated, although it is 
evident that we have in these Psalms a vivid delineation of 
the various religious experiences of their authors. What is 
particularly remarkable is, that in numerous cases, where 
some reference to a future state would naturally have 
suggested itself, we fail to find it. Thus in the thirty-eighth 
Psalm, to which I have above referred, the sanction of holi- 
ness is temporal prosperity, and the reward of evil-doers is 
destruction ; but even a hint that sin will be attended with 
terrible consequences in the underworld is wanting. The 
same remark is true of the entire book. 

It may be objected to the correctness of this last state- 
ment that a passage in the ninth Psalm affirms that " the 
wicked shaU be turned into hell, and all the nations that for- 
get God." But here it must be remembered that the " hell " 
of the Old Testament is simply the underworld, i,e, the 
habitation of souls when separate from their bodies, and not 
the hell of popular theology. The descent of the souls of 
the wicked into the underworld is therefore the natural 
result of that " rooting out of the earth " with which they 
are so habitually threatened ; but not one word is said as to 
any judgment being there executed on the wicked for their 
conduct here. Even a religious man like Hezekiah, as we have 
seen above, viewed it as a region devoid of the light of the 
Divine countenance, dark and gloomy ; and it must not be 
forgotten that the hymn in which his feelings on this subject 
are recorded was composed not during his sickness, when he 
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may be supposed to have been labouring under deep depres- 
sion of spirits at having his work cut short at an early age, 
but after his recovery — ^yet it contains not a single favourable 
expression respecting his condition after death. 
Our general conclusions, therefore, are — 

1. That a few of the Psalmists succeeded in penetrating 
the darkness which, under the Jewish dispensation, hung 
over the condition of man after death, and entertained a hope, 
so strong that it may be designated a firm belief, that their 
spirits would enter after death on a life of close union with 
and enjoyment of God. 

2. That others, while they believed that the soul survived 
in hades, viewed its condition there as one of weakness and 
of' gloom. 

3. That the majority of the Psalmists, who probably 
represented the popular ideas on this subject, considered 
that the present life was the only sphere in which Divine 
Providence would receive its vindication, and that prosperity 
in this life was the reward of righteousness and adversity 
was the punishment of sin. They also entertained a strong 
faith that a time would come when all wicked doers would 
be rooted out from the city of their God, and even from the 
earth. Of this state of feeling the thirty-seventh Psalm is a 
striking illustration. I must ask the reader to read it care- 
fully, as it is too long for quotation. 

To the various writers of the Book of Psahns our Lord's 
saying is strictly applicable, " Out of the abimdance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." Their hearts were very full of 
faith in God and of a desire for holiness. Out of that fulness 
they have spoken clearly and definitely. The great majority 
of them looked on prosperity as a sign of God's favour, and 
on adversaty as a sign of His displeasure. On this point 
also they have spoken very distinctly. Not a few of them 
thought that the taking vengeance on foes was not only^ 
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justifiable, but holy. On this point the expression of their 
desire for vengeance on their foes, whom they seem to have 
viewed as the enemies of their God, cannot be mistaken. 
The expression of their desire for the light and joy of God's 
coimtenance, and of their sense of God's constant presence, and 
of His energy in providence, is equally distinct. But with 
respect to a future state, while all seem to have viewed 
the underworld as a region of darkness, some of them enter- 
tained a strong hope that God would not leave them for ever 
in this region of gloom, but would bring them to one where 
they would have fulness of joy in His presence ; others 
viewed death with a feeling akin to despair, and not a few 
looked for the vindication of the justice of God's providences 
in this present world, without expressing a definite hope or 
fear respecting the world to come. 

One thing, therefore, is certain : there is no formulated 
doctrine respecting a future state to be found in this book. 
It contains no promise to the righteous of everlasting life, 
and no threatening to the wicked of retribution beyond the 
grave. The utmost that we can find in it is the expression, 
on the part of some of its authors, of a strong hope, amounting 
to a fEuth, that after death there awaited them a conscious 
enjoyment of God. On the other hand, the wicked are 
simply threatened with destruction ; but not a hint do we 
find that they meant by destruction a never-ending existence 
in torment. 

The reader should observe that in estimating the teaching 
of the Psalms as to a future state of retribution, I have only 
to do with their aflSrmations on this subject just as I find 
them. It is a mistake to import into them the light 
which Christianity throws on man's existence after death, 
and then to think that we have found it there. Nor is 
it less so, by an act of reasoning, to import into them a 
doctrine of retribution and of a judgment to come, as is done 
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by many, — ^to argue, for example, from the strength of the 
Psahnists' fiEuth in God that they could not have maintained 
such a trust in Him unless they possessed a firm and definite 
conviction that a future existence after death awaited them, 
in which the inequalities of the present state of things would 
be fully rectified ; for it is evident that although a few of the 
Psalmists entertained a strong belief that a blessed existence 
awaited them after death, a definite doctrine of retribution 
in the unseen world is not contained in this book, and equally 
certain is it that whatever might have been their individual 
hopes, they never preached such a doctrine as a deterrent to 
sin, nor was it a matter of popular belief. Obedience is 
uniformly enforced by temporal considerations. 

IV. — ^The Testimont of the Prophets, and first that 
OF Isaiah. 

The observations which have been made respecting the 
Psalms are to a great extent applicable to the prophetical 
writings. It will be sufficient to refer to a few of their most 
remarkable utterances on this subject Of these the one 
which sets forth the highest hopes respecting the future is 
the hymn of triumph contained in the twenty-fifth and 
twenty-sixth chapters of the prophet Isaiah. The following 
passages are the most striking : — 

" And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make imto 
all peoples a feast of fstt things, of ht things fiill of marrow, 
of wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy 
in this mountain the £Eice of the covering that is cast 
over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. 
He hath swallowed up death for ever ; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from oflf all feces, and the re- 
proach of his people shall be taken away from off all the 
earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it. And (in that day it 
shall be said), Lo, this is our God ; .we have waited for him. 
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and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have waited for 
him ; we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. For in 
this mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest, and Moab shall 
be trodden down in his place, even as straw is trodden down 
in the water of the dunghill," &c. (Isa. xxv. 6 — 10.) 

The same triumphal hymn is ^continued throughout the 
twenty-sixth chapter. It begins with the following definite 
expression of locality : — 

" In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah." 
It concludes with the following bright anticipation : — 
" Thy dead men shall live ; my dead bodies shall arise. 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as 
the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast forth the dead. 
Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee : hide thyself for a little moment, until 
the indignation be overpast. For behold the Lord cometh 
out of his place to pimish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity. The earth also shall disclose her blood, and 
shall no more cover her slain." (Isa. xxvi. 19 — 21.) 

The reader will not require to be informed that the entire 
hymn is couched in language which is highly poetical, and 
therefore cannot be understood as if it were simple prose. 

First let it be observed that the imagery of the hymn is 
entirely local. " The feast of fat things " is to be made " in 
this mountain," i.e. in Jerusalem. In the same place God will 
destroy the face of the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
and bestow all its accompanying blessings, among which the 
prophet speaks of swallowing up death for ever. In the same 
mountain also will the hand of the Lord rest, and Moab shall 
be trodden down in his place. Also the hymn, continued 
in chapter xxvi., is to be sung in the land of Judah ; and 
in it the direction is given that the gates, i,e. the gates of 
Jerusalem, should be opened that the righteous nation that 
keepeth truth may enter in. The remainder, therefore, can 
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only be viewed as having the same local reference. It is true 
that in the latter verses we meet with the word "world," 
which may be said to involve an extension of the prophet's 
field of vision ; but this word is frequently used in Scripture 
to denote, not the entire globe but some definite locality, and 
in the immediate context the prophet says, " Thou hast in- 
creased the nation, O Lord ; thou art glorified ; thou hast 
enlarged all the borders of the land." The imagery of the 
hymn, therefore, contemplates only the land of Israel with 
some considerable increase of its territory. 

The question, therefore, at once arises. What did the con- 
temporaries of the prophet understand to be the meaning of 
liis utterances ? Did they view the resurrection mentioned 
in them as a national or an individual resurrection ? This 
is the real point at issue, and not what we can see in 
them with the light of the Gospel shining on them. Some 
may consider the language of St. Paul conclusive on this 
subject. He refers to the passage, quoted from the twenty- 
fifth chapter, as follows : — 

"But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written. Death is swallowed 
up in victory." (1 Cor. xv. 55.) To this he adds the; follow- 
ing words from the prophet Hosea : — " O death, where is 
thy victory ? O death, where is thy sting ? " which stand in 
the Revised Version of the prophet as follows : " I will ran- 
som them from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death : O death, where are thy plagues ? O 
grave, where is thy destruction ? Repentance shall be hid 
from mine eyes." (Hosea xiii. 14.) 

The words cited from Hosea are unquestionably addressed 
to Israel in its national capacity. Consequently in their 
primary meaning, and in the immediate view of the prophet, 
they can only relate to a deliverance from some great national 
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calamity. The Apostle, therefore, must have cited the pas- 
sage as one which is capable of a higher and a lower mean- 
ing, i.e. that while it was used by the prophet in reference 
to a great national deliverance, yet such was the elevation 
of its language that it could only attain its full realisation 
when death should be finally swallowed up in victory at the 
general resurrection. 

There is, therefore, nothing in the hymn which can be 
viewed as a definite revelation of a resurrection, in which the 
righteous shall be rewarded and the wicked punished accord- 
ing to their works. On the contrary, all its references are 
unquestionably local, and therefore prove that what the 
author expected was a national resurrection, and a realisation 
of the Theocracy in a perfected form, in which, as we learn 
from other portions of the prophecy, the rites of Judaism 
were to continue to be celebrated. The language used is 
unquestionably in the highest degree ideal and poetic, 
and therefore it fully justifies the Apostle's application of 
it as receiving its perfect realisation in the resurrection 
of the just. What hopes it might have suggested to the 
contemporaries of the prophet, is quite another question. It 
is evident that it failed to suggest to Hezekiah any strong 
expectation of happiness in a world to come. 

The latter portion of the prophecy (into the much-disputed 
question of its date and authorship we shall not enter) 
abounds with anticipations of a glorious kingdom of God, 
which was to be established at some period of the future, in 
which righteousness is to reign triumphant, and from which 
wickedness is to be rooted out, and in the blessings of which 
the Gentile nations are to share ; and with descriptions of its 
Messianic king, under the designation of the Servant of 
Jehovah, who, after having poured out his soul unto death, 
was to enter on a new and triumphant life. Here the resur- 
rection of the Messiah is unquestionably aflirmed, from which 
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it was open to pious Israelites to draw the inference that 
they too would be raised to participate in the benefits of His 
redeeming work Still this is an inference only, and not a 
direct affirmation of a resurrection or of a judgment to come. 

Further, this latter portion of the prophecy, from the 
fortieth to the sixty-sixth chapter, abounds with unmis- 
takable allusions to the return of the Jews from Babylon, the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple, and the restoration 
of its worship, shortly after which events the glorious anti- 
cipations of the prophet were to receive their realisation ; but 
they contain no direct affirmation respecting a future state 
or a resurrection. The utmost that can be said of them is 
that they may have suggested a hope to pious minds 
that they too would share in the glories of the Messianic 
Idngdom. 

The last utterance of the prophet requires a separate notice. 
After speaking of the glories of the restored Jerusalem and 
the destruction of its enemies he writes : — 

" And they shall bring [i,e, the Gentile nations] all your 
brethren out of the nations for an ofifering imto the Lord, 
upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, 
and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith 
the Lord, as the children of Israel bring their offering in a 
clean vessel into the house of the Lord. And of them also 
will I take for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord. For as 
the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall 
remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and 
your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one 
new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall 
all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord. And 
they shall go forth, and look on the carcases of the men that 
have transgressed against me : for their worm shall not die, 
neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they shall be an 
abhorring unto all flesh." (Isaiah Ixvi. 20 — 24.) 
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This, with its context, is a very remarkable utterance. It 
is evident that it was intended by the prophet to be a 
description of the Theocracy under the government of its 
Messianic king. 

What, then, was the meaning which the prophet or his 
contemporaries would naturally attach to the entire passage ? 
I answer that they must have viewed it as a description of 
a future kingdom of God, clothed in metaphors derived from 
the current conceptions of the day. This is evident, for its 
literal realisation involves an impossibility, except by the 
continual working pf hundreds of millions of the most astound- 
ing miracles. I allude to the passage which affirms that all 
flesh shall come up every twenty-eight, and even every seven 
days, to worship at Jerusalem. This not only involves a 
worship pre-eminently local, a worship which our Lord has 
affirmed to be abolished for evermore in the kingdom of God, 
but a constant travelling to and fro, and the consequent with- 
drawal of all the inhabitants of the world from their various 
employments. 

Further, it is affirmed that all those who thus come up to 
Jerusalem to worship shall go forth and look on the carcases 
of the men who have transgressed against God, whose worm 
shall not die, nor their fire be quenched, and who are to be 
an abhorring to all flesh. This has been actually understood 
to mean that the glorified saints shall from time to time be 
witnesses of and exult in the torments of the damned — an 
idea which is not only in itself horrible, but utterly im- 
christian. What, then, does this passage mean ? 

I answer that its imagery is evidently derived from that of 
the detested Valley of Gehenna, situated within a short dis- 
tance of Jerusalem, where the filth and the corpses of criminals 
were either left to be consumed by worms or by a fire which 
was kept continually burning to consume the impurities of the 
city. Into this place, according to the prophetic delinea- 
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tion, the carcases of those who had transgressed against Qod 
were to be thrown, where they would meet with a worm and 
a fire ever ready to consume them — ^a fate which in the eyes 
of the Jews was extremely terrible. 

The passage, therefore, neither aflSrms a future state nor a 
resurrection. Taken with its context, the utmost that it could 
have suggested was a hope that the just who had departed 
this life would yet in some manner, which is not explained, 
participate in the glories of the kingdom of God, of which 
Jerusalem, and an enlarged Palestine, would be the last centre, 
and that the wicked would most ignominiously be destroyed. 
Nothing is more certain than that it does not teach or even 
hint at a doctrine of everlasting damnation, or even of punish- 
ment after death ; for that which the prophet speaks of as 
destined to be the prey of the worm that shall not die and of 
the fire that shall not be quenched is not a living body, but 
a dead carcase. Surely by no rational interpretation of the 
words before us can a carcase mean a living being destined to 
exist in misery which wiU never end. It has been usual to 
interpret the words, " the worm which never dies," as mean- 
ing an ever-gnawing conscience ; but that this was the thing 
intended the passage before us gives no hint. Certain it is 
that carcases are destitute of a conscience. 

My general conclusion respecting the book which we have 
been considering is, that it contains no definitely formulated 
affirmation respecting a judgment to come, that all its descrip- 
tions of the future kingdom of God are deeply tinged with the 
localism of Judaism, and that while it contains numerous 
passages which are calculated to produce a hope in the 
holy that they shall participate in the blessings of this king- 
dom, even if they died before its manifestation, it consigns 
the wicked to simple destruction. Still further, so imperfect 
was the hold which the idea of a terrible retribution awaiting 
the wicked after death had on the prophet's mind, or on 
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that of his contemporaries, that although he, with all the 
other prophets, was a vehement preacher of righteousness, he 
has never once urged it on the sinner as a deterrent from sin. 

The Prophet Jeremiah. 

It is very remarkable that there is no definite allusion to a 
future state or to a resurrection in this prophecy. The life of 
the prophet was fiill of trials, of which he bitterly complains, 
yet he nowhere consoles himself, like St. Paul, even with a 
hope that " his light affiction, which was for the moment, 
worked for him more and more exceedingly an eternal weight 
of glory." All his warnings addressed to his countrymen 
(and they are many) are sanctioned by considerations derived 
from the present life alone. To several of them I have referred 
already. They present a striking analogy to the ideas which 
were entertained by the Greeks, who held that for a dead 
body to be cast out to be devoured by dogs was the greatest 
calamity which could happen to man. So strong was this 
feeling, that those who were victorious in battle always 
.granted to the vanquished a truce to enable them to inter 
their dead, and the refusal of such a truce was considered the 
greatest of impieties. Similar must have been the views of 
those whom the prophet addressed ; for, as far as this pro- 
phecy affords any evidence of the belief of the prophet's 
hearers respecting a future state of retribution, it is apparent 
that they must have attached little weight to reasonings 
founded on the expectation of a judgment to come, although 
such reasonings, when urged by St. Paul, were capable of 
disturbing the conscience of so hardened a sinner as Felix. 
The prophet also was compelled by his disobedient country- 
men to accompany them into Egypt. Yet, although in that 
country the symbols of a future judgment must have every- 
where met their eyes, we meet with no reference to it even 
in the stem threatenings of his Egyptian discourses. It 
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has been urged as a reason for tliis want of reference to a 
f ature state of retribution in the prophetical writings, that the 
Jews are addressed in them not in their individual but in 
their national capacity, and that judgments can only overtake 
nations in the present world ; but several of the threatenings 
which were uttered by this prophet were addressed to indi- 
viduals. This, therefore, constitutes no adequate account of 
the silence of so earnest a preacher of righteousness respecting 
the punishments which await the sinner in the world to come. 
His silence is a fEtct, whatever may be its explanation. 

The Prophet Ezekiel. 

We have already considered several important passages in 
this prophecy ; we therefore need not repeat them. Speaking 
generally, the prophet's promises and threatenings, like those 
of Jeremiah, are derived from considerations which are limited 
to the present life. In a few passages, however, an important 
consideration is added. The sinner is threatened in them 
not with simple destruction but with " dying in his iniquity;" 
yet, if death be viewed as the termination of man's conscious 
being, or if there was no definite belief in a state of retri- 
bution in th^ imderworld, it would matter little whether 
a man dies in his holiness or dies in his sin. At any rate, 
the expression "shall die in his iniquity" seems to be a 
threatening to the wicked, not simply of destruction but of 
retribution for unrepented sin after death, and implies that 
the prophet was of opinion that the threat in question was 
capable of exerting some degree of moral power on those 
against whom it was directed. 

The vision of the dry bones has been frequently referred 
to as a revelation of a resurrection. As it is well known 
it will be unnecessary to quote it ; I shall therefore only 
draw attention to the Divine speaker's own explanation of it. 

I 
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" Then said he unto me, Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel ; behold, they say, Our bones are dried 
up and our hope is lost ; we are clean cut off. Therefore 
prophesy, and say imto them. Thus saith the Lord God, 
Behold I will open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, my people ; and I will bring you into 
the land of Israel And ye shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves, and caused you to come up 
out of your graves, my people. And I will put my spirit 
in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your own 
land," (Ezekiel xxxvii 11 — 14.) 

Nothing can be clearer, therefore, than that this vision 
was intended to be a promise of a national resurrection from 
the national ruin of the captivity. The remainder of the 
chapter also is one continued promise of a national deliver- 
ance, and contains no promise of an individual resurrection, 
or even of a future state of happiness after death. 

The Mince Pbophets. 

The remarks already made as to the place which a doctrine 
of retribution occupies in the prophet Jeremiah are applicable 
to the twelve minor prophets. There is no distinct affirmation 
respecting it in any one of them. Their warnings and their 
threatenings are addressed to Israel in its national capacity, 
and are founded on considerations derived from the present 
lifa For repentance is promised national prosperity; for con- 
tinued disobedience is threatened national ruin, accompanied 
with various temporal judgmenta While these prophets are 
one and all earnest preachers of righteousness, they never 
refer to a future state, either as an encouragement to the 
suffering righteous or as a terror to the prosperous evil- 
doer. In the prophet Habakkuk is the nearest approach 
to such a reference, in his affirmation " The just shall live 
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by his faith;" but standing alone as it does, it must be 
admitted to be a very obscure one. A passage in this pro- 
phet's concluding hymn is a remarkable one, and requires 
notice: — 

*' For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fell, and 
the fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet will I 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, and he maketh my feet 
like hinds' feet, and will make me to walk upon mine high 
places." (Hab. iii 17—19.) 

The entire hymn is couched in language which is highly 
poetical ; but while it contains expressions of the strongest 
faith in God, even in the midst of the direst calamities, it is 
most remarkable that it contains no reference to a future 
state. We might naturally have expected that such tem- 
poral calamities would have suggested to his mind a refer- 
ence to a world better than the present ; yet all that he 
says is, that despite of them he will rejoice in the God of his 
salvation. Its concluding words, " He will make my feet 
like hinds' feet, and will make me to walk upon mine high 
places," point rather to a deliverance in this world than to a 
better state of things in a world to come. 

V. — ^The Hagiographa. 

We have already considered the Book of Psalms, which 
was placed by the Jews in this division of their Scriptures. 
The Book of Proverbs contains an unmistakable reference to 
a future state. " The wicked," says the writer, " shall be 
driven away in his wickedness, but the righteous hath hope 
in his death ;" but even here we have no reference to retri- 
bution following the wicked in the unseen world, and the 

i2 
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general teaching of the entire book, and the enforcement of 
its precepts are based almost entirely on considerations of 
worldly prudence. On the other hand, while the Song of 
Solomon and the Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther con- 
tain no reference to a future state, the Books of Daniel and 
Ecclesiastes contain two very distinct ones. To the latter of 
these books, however, modem writers are almost unanimous 
in assigning a very late date, and not a few hold the same 
opinion respecting portions of the former. The author of 
the Book of Daniel thus writes : — 

" And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake ; some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shiue 
as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." (Dan. xii. 
2,3.) 

Here a future resurrection, which is to include righteous 
and wicked, but not a universal one, is directly affirmed. 
The resurrection also is to be a state of retribution ; for some 
are to rise to everlasting life, in which they shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and 
ever, while others are to be raised to shame and everlasting 
contempt; but what this latter condition means is left 
indeterminate. 

The reference in the Book of Ecclesiastes is also clear, and 
it is the more remarkable standing out as it does in striking 
contrast to the general pessimism of the entire book. It is 
as follows : — 

" This is the end of the matter ; all hath been heard : 
Fear God, and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good or 
whether it be evil." (Eccles. xii. 13, 14.) 

This constitutes the most definite enunciation of the doc- 
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trine of a judgment to come which is to be found in the Old 
Testament* 

The Book of Job. 

The subject which is discussed in this book has a very 
intimate bearing on the point under consideration ; in fact, 
if a state of existence after death, in which the inequalities of 
God's present providences would be redressed, had been 
urged by Job in reply to the charges brought against him 
by his Mends, it could not have fEuled to put them to silence. 
The question under discussion between Job and his friends 
may be stated as follows : — 

Is su£fering a proof that the sufferer is a sinner? Is 
prosperity a proof of God's special favour? In a word, 
What is the meaning of suffering ? Job's friends urge in the 
strongest maimer that the calamities which had befallen him 
proved that notwithstanding his professions he was a great 
sinner, and therefore a great hypocrite. This their position, 
both in theory and in fact. Job strenuously denies ; he asserts 
his own integrity in the strongest language, and in words ahnost 
irreverent he challenges God to enter into judgment with him 
on fair and equal terms. Yet he is unable to throw light on 
the inequalities of providence or the reasons of his present 
sufferings, and earnestly calls on death to bring them to a 
termination, and he not unfrequently uses expressions the 

• Since the above was put into type I have read Professor Momerie's work, 
entitled " Agnobticism." I think that he has proved beyond all reasonable 
donbt that the doctrine of the author of the Book of Ecclesiaates is, that man's 
conscious personal existence perishes at death, and that his work really ended 
with the same words with which it began, " Vanity of vanities ; all is vanity." 
Chap. xii. 8. This being so, the six concluding verses are an addition by a sub- 
sequent writer, who was desirous of expressing dissent from the author's views, 
and of modifying the intense pessimism of the work in question. It is with satis- 
Action that I observe that the Professor's views respecting the absence of any 
firm conviction that a state of retribution awaited man beyond the grave, on 
the part of the writers of the Old Testament, are in substantial agreement with 
those set forth in this chapter. 
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natural meaning of which is, that man's conscious existence 
perishes at death. 

Now it is obvious, when we consider the arguments of the 
different interlocutors in this drama and the nature of the 
subject which they discussed, that the doctrine of a future 
state in which the inequalities of the present state of things 
would be redressed, really constitutes the all-important factor 
in this argument ; for unless there is a hereafter for man, it 
is evident that the moral government of the world is of a 
very imperfect character. 

But if this belief had been firmly held either by Job or 
his friends, he had simply to reply that the present state of 
things is a very incomplete display of the Divine government 
of the world, that there will be a future state in which its 
apparent inequalities will be redressed, and that the end 
and purpose of God's present providences can only be seen 
in the light of the life to come, to have deprived their 
reasonings of all validity. Full well might he have urged, 
'' It is true that I am a great sufferer, and so have been 
many other holy men ; but the proper inference jfrom my 
sufferings is not that I am a great sinner, much less a hypo* 
crite, but that they will be made to conduce to my greater 
happiness in the world to come." But instead of using 
this obvious and all-conclusive argument, it is never once 
referred to, except in one utterance of Job's, of very doubt- 
ful interpretation ; while very numerous utterances are put 
into his mouth whose natural meaning is that man's hopes 
and sorrows will alike terminate in the grave, and numerous 
others in which he is represented as earnestly appealing 
to God for a vindication of his integrity in this life and 
for a return of his prosperity; and this the last chapter 
represents him as actually attaining, his prosperity being 
doubled. 

As fiEir, then, as the discussion between Job and his Mends 
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is concerned, it leaves the point at issue precisely where it 
found it. Under these circumstances a fifth interlocutor is 
introduced, who undertakes to throw light on the subject 
under discussion, and affirms that in his opinion neither the 
reasoning of Job nor his friends was satisfactory ; but 
throughout his long speech there is not a single reference to 
a future state of retribution, and he leaves the difficulty un- 
solved. Whereupon God Himself is represented as appearing 
in answer to Job's repeated challenges ; yet throughout the 
entire utterance which is attributed to Him there is not a 
single reference to a future state in which His providences 
should receive their vindication. Here, if anywhere, we 
should have expected to have found it, but it is absent. God 
silences Job, but this is effected by appeals to His works of 
creation and providence, and by pointing out that they are 
inscrutable by man. 

The following is the state of the argument : With respect 
to a future state in which the unequal distribution of good 
and evil which this world presents would be redressed, with 
the single exception above referred to. Job speaks in. the 
language of despair. No reference is made to it in the 
speeches which are attributed either to his friends, to 
Elihu, or even to God Himself. To this silence the single 
exception is the following utterance of Job, which is thus 
translated in the text of the Revised Version, with a number 
of alternative readings in the margin. Probably there is no 
passage in the Old Testament, the exact meaning of which is 
more disputed among Hebraists : — 

" Oh that my words were now written ! Oh that they were 
inscribed in a book ! that with an iron pen and lead they were 
graven in the rock for ever I But I know that my Redeemer 
liveth [margin, Vindicator, God], and that he shall stand up 
at the last upon the earth [margin, dust] ; and after my skin 
hath been thus destroyed, yet from my flesh shall I see God 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 FUTURE KETKIBUTION. 

[here tlie margin presents no less than three alternative 
readings] ; whom I shall see for myself [margin, on my side] ; 
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another [margin, as a 
stranger]. My reins are consumed within me. If ye say, 
How we will persecute him ! Seeing the root of the matter 
is found in me ; be ye afraid of the sword : for wrath bringeth 
the punishment of the sword, that ye may know there is a 
judgment." (Job xix. 23 — 29.) 

The above, however, are far from exhausting the number 
of alternative renderings of this passage which have been 
proposed by learned Hebraists. From this variety of transla- 
tions the natural inference is that the meaning must be 
extremely^ obscure ; and when we consider the number of 
passages which ajBSrm that there is no hope for man in the 
(ifrave, and that aU the other speakers are silent respecting a 
future state or a resurrection, even when the requirements of 
the argument demanded such a reference, it is difficult to 
imagine that it can be the expression on Job's part of a 
definite belief in a future resurrection in which aU that he 
now endured would be fiilly compensated. If he entertained 
such a belief the remainder of his passionate appeals and 
arguments are incapable of explanation, as well as the entire 
want of reference to it on the part of the other interlocutors. 

The following are my general conclusions : — 

1. The Old Testament does not contain a definite revela- 
tion of a future state of retribution awaiting man after death. 

2. While the existence of an underworld is presupposed, 
which was the habitation of departed spirits, the views 
which were current respecting the condition of its inhabi- 
tants were extremely dark and gloomy. 

3. A few of the most exalted minds entertained a strong 
belief that the righteous after death would enter on a state 
of existence in which they would enjoy a blissful communion 
with God. 
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4. The most terrible punishment with which the wicked 
are threatened is destruction accompanied with a dishonoured 
burial. 

5. The doctrine of a future state of retribution is never 
urged by the most earnest preachers of righteousness, either 
as an incentive to holiness or as a deterrent from sin, or as 
a reason for the patient endurance of present suffering, or as 
affording a field for the vindication of the inequalities of 
God's present providences. 

I have only to observe, in conclusion, that within a period of 
a little over two hundred years from the death of Malachi, a 
belief in a future state, and even of a resurrection, had become 
so firm in the Maccabean martyrs as to be able to sustain 
them under the most exquisite tortures, inflicted on them for 
the purpose of compelling them to renounce their faith. It 
will be sufficient if I cite the utterances which the author of 
the Second Book of the Maccabees has put into their mouths 
in the midst of their torments. 

" So when he (the second brother) was at his last gasp, he 
said, Thou, like a fury, takest us out of this present life ; 
but the King of the world shall raise us up, who have died 
for his laws, to everlasting life." 

" So when he (the third brother) was ready to die, he said 
thus : It is good, being put to death by men, to look for hope 
firom God, to be raised up again by him ; as for thee, thou 
shalt have no resurrection to life." 

The mother, who was compelled to stand by and witness 
the torturing deaths of her seven sons, is represented as 
saying — 

"Doubtless the Creator of the world, who formed the 
generations of man, and found out the beginnings of all 
things, will also of his own mercy give you breath and life 
again, as you regard not your lives for his sake." 

Also, " Fear not the tormentor ; but being worthy of thy 
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brethren, take thy death, that I may receive thee again with 
mercy with thy brethren." 

The following is the utterance of the last brother : — 
" For our brethren, who have now suflfered a short pain, 
are dead, under God's covenant of everlasting life ; but thou, 
through the judgment of God, shalt receive just punishment 
for thy pride." 

Such are the hopes respecting a future state, and a resur- 
rection, which are attributed to these martyrs, imder tortures 
which may be well called infernal. We in vain seek for such 
an expression of faith anywhere in the canonical scriptures 
of the Old Testament. The words which the author of the 
Book of Chronicles ascribes to the martyr Zechariah in his 
dying moments, " The Lord look on it and requite it," are 
not only devoid of the faith and hope expressed by these 
martyrs, but they stand in striking- contrast to the prayer of 
him who, in his dying moments, kneeled down and cried with 
a loud voice, "Lord Jesus, Receive my spirit . . . Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge." On what ground their 
assurance of faith and hope was founded, or whence it was 
derived, we know not ; certain it is that it could not have 
been a mere opinion, or a hope resting on a mere probability, 
such as that which is attributed to Socrates, but the most 
powerful of convictions. 
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AFFIBMATIOKS OF KbASON AND BbTBLATION BBSPECTIMO THE DiVINB 

Chabactbu AMD Pbbfectxoks. 

It is, as we have seen, a great truth, affirmed alike by reason 
and revelation, that God is just. Therefore, when He judges 
the world in righteousness. He will judge each individual 
man in conformity with his attribute of justice. God is holy; 
He will, therefore, judge each man in conformity with His 
attribute of holiness. God is merciful ; He will, therefore, 
judge each in conformity with His attribute of mercy. But 
all the Divine attributes combine in a harmonious unity in 
the affirmation that God is love. Thus St John writes — 

" Beloved, let us love one another : for love is of God ; 
and every one that loveth is begotten of God and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God is 
love. Herein was the love of God manifested in us, that 
God hath sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. No man hath seen God at any 
time : if we love one another, God abideth in us, and his 
love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we abide in 
him and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 
And we have beheld and bear witness that the Father hath 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever 
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shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in 
him and he in God. And we know, and have believed the 
love which God hath in us. God is love ; and he that abideth 
in love abideth in God, and God abideth in him. Herein is 
love made perfect in us, that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment; because as he is, even so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love ; but perfect love casteth out 
fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that feareth is not 
made perfect in love. We love, because he first loved us. 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar : for he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, 
cannot love God, whom he hath not seen. And this com- 
mandment h$ive we from him, that he who loveth God love 
his brother also." (1 John iv. 7 — 21.) 

I have quoted this passage at length because it proves, 
beyond the power of contradiction, that in the Apostle's 
opinion, love in God and love in man are precisely the same 
in character, and only differ in degree, and puts an end, as 
fer as Scripture is concerned, to that most dangerous position, 
that love in man may be one thing, and love in God a thing 
widely differing from our human conception of love. This 
being so, the same is true of all His other attributes. If 
then this utterance has a divine authority attached to it, 
nay, if it is even true, it proves that when God will judge the 
world in righteousness. He will judge each individual man in 
conformity with the attributes of justice, holiness, mercy and 
love, according to our human conceptions of them, and not 
in conformity with a standard which, for aught we know, 
may differ widely from those conceptions. This truth is fun- 
damental to our present argument. 

Let us now proceed to test the chief theories which have 
been propounded respecting the principles in accordance with 
which God will execute judgment hereafter, and which have 
attained a wide acceptance among different sections of the 
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Christian Church, by the Divine attributes of justice, holi- 
ness, mercy and benevolence, as we have proved them to be 
affirmed by reason and enunciated by revelation. 

I. Those theories which affirm that all those who do not 
accept a particular form of dogmatic creed will be excluded 
from salvation. 

A large portion of these creeds make affirmations on sub- 
jects of a very abstract character, involving a number of 
the most profound questions respecting the ontology of Deity, 
the Incarnation, the nature of the Divine decrees, predesti- 
nation, the mode in which the atonement has been effected, 
the Tnodus operandi of the Divine Spirit in the regenera- 
tion and sanctification of man, and various other highly 
difficult questions, which it will be unnecessary to enumerate. 
Now the number of those whose mental capacity is such as 
to enable them to enter on the discussion of such subjects, 
to grasp the meaning of the propositions in which they are 
expressed, and to form an opinion of the value of the 
evidence on which they are alleged to rest, is extremely 
limited. What then is meant by the affirmation that these 
are such essential portions of Christianity, that those who 
cannot receive them will be excluded from salvation ? Ob- 
viously, that God will punish a large portion of mankind for 
intellectual defects for which they are irresponsible. To do 
so is evidently inconsistent with the possibility of ascribing 
either justice, holiness, mercy, or benevolence to the Creator. 
It will doubtless be urged that all that is intended by these 
denunciations is that only those will incur the penalty which 
they threaten who wilfully, and with full light and knowledge, 
reject the dogmas in question. But if this is the thing in- 
tended, why is not this expressly stated in the creeds in 
question ? For if that is their true meaning, the number of 
those who thus reject them will be comparatively few. 

II. The theory which affirms that every man bom into 
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the world is, in consequence of the sin of Adam, the just 
subject of God's wrath and dmnnation. 

Such an affirmation means neither more nor less than this, 
that it is just to punish one man for a sin committed by 
another, and in the commission of which he had no share. 
Surely it is unnecessary to offer proof that to do so is abso- 
lutely inconsistent with any possible conception of justice, 
holiness, mercy, or love. 

III. Closely akin to the above is the theory which affirms 
that men are justly punishable for the tendency to evil which 
they bring with them into the world. That such a tendency 
to evil is transmitted to each of us from our ancestors is an im- 
questionable fact; and that evil of all kinds is offensive to God, 
I firmly believe. But a man is no more responsible for being 
bom with a tendency to moral evil, or with a corrupt nature, 
than he is for being bom blind, or with a tendency to disease. 
Such a tendency, instead of appealing to the Divine justice 
for punishment, loudly appeals to the Divine compassion. 
Our conscience and moral sense would unhesitatingly con- 
demn a human judge who would punish a man for being bom 
a cripple, or with a constitutional tendency to consumption ; 
and what our conscience and moral sense would condemn in 
a human judge cannot be reconcilable with any possible 
conception of justice or holiness in God. WTiat His attri- 
butes of justice, holiness, mercy, and love will cause Him to 
do with those who die in this condition we will consider in a 
subsequent chapter. 

IV. Closely allied to the conditions of our birth are the 
conditions of the surroundings into which we are bom, and 
the moral atmosphere which we inhale from our earliest child- 
hood. These conditions, which imquestionably exert a 
powerful influence on the formation of our characters, have 
been determined not hy us, but for us. Consequently all 
theories which represent God as consigning multitudes of 
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men to everlasting damnation, without taking into considera- 
tion and making allowance for the condition of the sur- 
roundings into which they were bom, are inconsistent with 
ascribing to Him either justice, holiness, or mercy. 

I by no means wish to affirm that men born, with ten- 
dencies to evil, into a corrupt moral and spiritual atmosphere, 
which they habitually inhale from their birth, are totally and 
absolutely irresponsible for their characters ; but that in 
estimating the degree of their responsibility, justice demands 
that these unfavourable conditions of probation should be 
taken into consideration, and that when justice has pro- 
nounced sentence, mercy pleads. 

V. The theory which affirms that God has elected a cer- 
tain portion of mankind to eternal life, and consigned the 
remainder by a direct decree to everlasting damnation, or by 
simply passing over the remainder has thus rendered that 
result inevitable. 

This decree of predestination is alleged to be irrespective 
of all moral characteristics in the predestined. Both those 
who are fore-ordained to everlasting salvation, and those who 
are fore-ordained to damnation, are affirmed to be in an 
equally lost condition ; and the choice is made irrespective 
of anything good or bad, either in the elect or the non- 
elect. 

Those who propound this theory, in order that they may 
hide its awfulness from themselves and others, affirm that this 
choice has been made in conformity with what they euphemisti- 
cally designate God's good, ie. Ivoly, pleasure; but choice, will, 
or pleasure, independent of aU moral considerations, cannot, 
in conformity with the affirmations of reason or the teaching 
of Christianity, be a holy pleasure : it is simply pleasure 
divested of holiness. Under a sense of this, and for the 
purpose of averting our eyes from the terrible reality, it has 
been affirmed that this election has been made by God for 
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the purpose of manifesting His glory, and it has even been 
said, the glory of His grace. But a glory which is irrespec- 
tive of all moral considerations is the glory of power only ; 
and power, pure and simple, may be an attribute of an 
Ahriman. This theory, therefore, is utterly inconsistent with 
ascribing to God the attributes of either justice, holiness, 
mercy, or love, as they are afiSrmed to exist in Him alike by 
reason and revelation. 

VI. Precisely similar are the results which flow from 
the various modifications of this theory, such, for example, 
as that Christ died for the sins of the whole world, but 
that the non-elect, not having received " an eflfectual call- 
ing," will derive no benefit from his atoning work; or 
that they can partake in its blessings if they so wUl, but 
that the will in them to do so is and will be ever wanting, 
and many similar ones, which it is unnecessary to particu- 
larise. What, I ask, can be more inconsistent with the con- 
ception of a Being who possesses the attributes of either 
justice, mercy, holiness, or benevolence than to represent 
Him as having chosen a comparatively small portion of 
mankind to deliver from the consequences of the fall and of 
their own transgressions, and as leaving the remainder, who 
were no more guilty than the elect, though Christ has died 
for all men, the certain inheritors of everlasting damnation, 
because they are imable to embrace His atoning work from 
want of an eflfectual calling ? 

But it may be urged. You admit that from one cause or 
another transmitted evil exists in man. Does not this 
admission cover the predestinarian theory ? I reply, that it 
is impossible to deny its existence, except by closing our 
eyes to the most unquestionable facts. We see this daily in 
the existence of numerous bodily imperfections, and in 
terrible diseases, which have been transmitted by ancestors 
more or less remote, and which have been caused on their 
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part by a violation of physical or moral laws. It is alsQ ai^ 
undoubted fEtct that mental and moral diseases are so trans-* 
missible, such as m^ulness, imbecility, and even a tendency 
to dnmkenness and oth^ vices. All these, and much more, 
are unquestionable fEtcts, and if man's existence terminatecl 
with the death of the body, they would go far to prove that 
the moral government of the world was of a very imperfect 
character. But assuming all these £EUits to be beyond ques-> 
tion, they do not affect our present argument, which is con- 
cerned with this, and this only, viz., What are the principles 
on which God will judge each individual man hereafter? 
Will He hold men responsible for what they have had no 
part in doing ? This is what the predestinarian theory in 
every aspect of it affirms that He will do ; and this is pre-, 
cisely what reason and revelation concur in affirming that 
He cannot do, consistently with His attributes of justice, 
holiness, mercy, and benevolence; for to do so would be to 
deny Himself Why things are as they are in the present 
constitution of the world is a question that does not fall 
within the limits of our present inquiry to investigate. We 
have simply to take them as they actually exist. What 
reason and revelation concur in affirming is, that whatever 
amoimt of clouds and darkness are round about God's present 
government of the world. He will ultimately judge each indi- 
vidual man in axjcordance with His attributes of justice, 
holiness, mercy, and what the New Testament affirms to 
constitute the essence of His moral being — ^Love. 

Vn. The Baptismal Theory. This theory, as I have else- 
where pointed out, modifies the extreme awfiilness of the 
two preceding ones by providing a remedy for the conse- 
quences of the fall in the sacrament of baptism, m which 
those who isuce bat>tised receive the grace of regeneration, the 
pardon of past sins, and such assistance from the Holy Spirit 
as is necessaiy to enable' them to attain eternal ss^vation. 
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tinless they abuse it to their own condemnation. While it 
has received a number of modifications too numerous to par^ 
ticularise, yet such is its general outline. It has the advan^ 
tage of being fiEur more merciful than the predestinarian 
theories, because while these leave all but the elect in a con-* 
dition that is absolutely hopeless, this places everyone who 
is duly baptised in such a state that it is in his power to 
attain everlasting salvation, unless through his own fault he 
neglects to use the means of grace which are provided for 
him in the Church, 

Still it is only the baptised who participate in these 
benefits, and the unbaptised are left exposed to aU the con- 
sequences of the fall ; that is to say, to God's wrath and 
damnation. But these constitute an overwhelming majority 
of the human race, among whom, according to this theory, 
when carried out to its logical consequences, are included the 
virtuous heathen, and even those infants who have died 
before they have committed actual sin without having received 
the sacrament of baptism. I am well aware that not 
B, few who hold this theory stumble at these latter conse- 
quences, and endeavour to evade them ; yet such are the 
logical results of the theory. But inasmuch as the over- 
whelming majority of the human race have lived and died 
without having had the possibility of receiving the sacra- 
ment of baptism, or even of hearing the Gospel, it stands 
^exposed to the same objections as the previous ones, viz, 
that the fundamental principles on which it is founded, as 
well as the consequences which flow jfrom them, contradict 
the attributes of justice, holiness, mercy, and love, as they 
exist in God, according to any conception which we can form 
of them ; and if our human conceptions of them do not repre- 
sent the Divine realities, we have nothing to do but to take 
refuge in the darkness of Agnosticism. 

VIII. Very similar in character are those theories which 
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affirm that it is necessary for salvation tliat men should pass 
through certain forms of religious experience, of which what 
is termed "conversion " may be taken as an example. This 
word, in the sense in which it is for the most part employed 
in systematic and popular theology, denotes a change of mind 
which can be detected by the consciousness. The logical 
result of such a theory is that it not only excludes from 
salvation the overwhelming majority of mankind, but even 
that large number of holy and virtuous men who have not 
passed through the particular experiences in question. 

One form of it which the very wide acceptance of Professor 
Drummond's work, entitled " Natural Law in the Spiritual 
World," proves to be extensively popular, requires a separate 
notice. According to the Professor's theory, man as he is 
bom into the world is, to all intents and purposes, spiritu- 
xdly dead ; and just as dead matter has no tendency to grow 
into living matter, so there is nothing in the natural man 
which can grow into the spiritual man. This being so, the 
•change of the natural man into the spiritual man can only 
be effected by a direct act of creative power, similar to that 
which has been employed in imparting life to dead matter; 
^md not only so, but this operation has to be repeated sepa- 
rately in the case of every individual who becomes a spiritual 
man. What, I ask, is the net result of this theory ? That 
«very man is brought into the world under such conditions 
(and these conditions have been determined for him and not 
by him), that he is as dead to everything spiritual as a 
stone is ; and from that state he has no means of deliver- 
ance except by a creative act of God, imparting to him 
•spiritual life, in which he is wholly passive. But further, 
inasmuch as, according to the Professor's view, spiritual life 
involves an actual knowledge of Jesus Christ, and a spiritual 
union with him, aU non-Christians both have been and are 
incapable of po5^essing it ; and as none but those who possess 

k2 
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this gift will be inheritors of the future kingdom of God, 
all who have never heard of Jesus Christ, however earnest 
seekers after truth they may have been, will be excluded 
from its blessing. Nothing can be clearer, therefore, than 
that the effect of this and all similar theories is to exclude 
from the kingdom of God all but a very select company of 
the human race. How for such theories are consistent with 
the character of Him the essence of whose moral being is 
love, let the reader judge. It is, however, right that I 
should add that the theory in question is silent as to the 
ultimate fate of the imconverted, except that, being devoid 
of spiritual life, they will have no share in the kingdom of 
God.* 

IX. The popular theories require only a brief notice, as 
they are mainly composed of modifications of the preceding 
ones. As I have remarked already, they are for the most 
part indefinite and vague ; but they concur in affirming that 
this life constitutes the sole period of human probation, and 
that this life ended, the fate of every individual is fixed for 
weal or woe throughout the eternity to come. According to 
them mankind will then, or after the day of judgment, be 
divided into two classes, the righteous and the wicked, the 
first of which will pass into a state of everlasting felicity, and 
the second into one of endless torment. What, however, 
will constitute the class which is designated the righteous^ 
and what that which is designated the wicked, is variously 

* Among the numerous criticiflmB of this work I quote the following ohserva- 
tions on it in Canon CurteiB's '* Boyle Lectures " of 1885. " This singular and elo- 
quent book has obtained a great popularity ; but every thoughtful reader of its 
laboured arguments feels tempted to exclaim ere ho reaches the ultimate issue, 
*■ Kascitur ridiculus mus.' What, only those inmiortal who are converted in 
the Presbyterian sense of the word ? It is perfectly easy to make Scripture texts 
countenance any theory whatever,, even the Anglo-Israelite craze. . And as the 
earliest Latin father pointed out 1700 years ago, 'Nihil profidt congreesio 
Scriptarum nisi plane ut aut stomachi quis ineat eversionem aut cerebri,** i,e, 
<< A warfare of Scripture texts sends a. man either ofif his head or off his temper.*' 
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defined in accordance with the diflferent systems of theology 
which are accepted by diflferent sects, without taking into 
account those conditions of irresponsibility and mixed respon- 
sibility above referred to, which so largely enter into the 
human character. Into these secrets man cannot penetrate, 
but God's omniscience can. Consequently the rough-and- 
ready mode of dividing mankind into the two great divisions 
which popular theology designates the righteous and the 
wicked, will most inadequately represent the divisions of 
human character which will be made by Him, whose attributes 
are omniscience, justice, holiness, mercy, and benevolence. 

An illustration wiU make my meaning plain. Let us sup- 
pose — ^it is no supposition, but a terrible reality — that a 
child is bom with all the transmitted evil which is inherent 
in two of the most degraded savages, and is brought up in 
the midst of similar surroundings, the moral atmosphere of 
which he inhales from his earliest infancy. When he has 
grown up to manhood he becomes a being who may not be 
unjustly characterised as possessing some of the worst passions 
of the fiercest animal, united with not a few of the attributes 
of a fiend, and in this state of moral and spiritual degrada- 
tion he lives and dies. How does popular theology dispose 
of such a man ? It consigns to endless torments multitudes 
who are twenty times less morally degraded. But how will 
God judge him ? He will certainly only hold him respon- 
sible for the evil in him which has been self-caused, and not 
for that which has been due to the conditions of his birth 
and his surroundings. It is certain that the character of such 
a savage is utterly opposed to the character of God ; and that 
its possession renders him totally unfit for the society of 
the holy ; but it by no means follows that it will be con- 
sistent with the character of Him whose attribute is justice 
and whose moral being is love, to consign such a man to a 
condition of never-ending torment 
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liet US take another case. According to a system of popu- 
laJr theology which has attained a wide acceptance, a man who- 
has been converted a short time before death, however de- 
graded may have been his past life, at once takes rank 
among the righteous, and becomes fit to enter on the enjoy- 
ments and the employments of the holy. But what about 
his character ? Has it at once become a holy character ? Ift 
it suddenly changed, so as to render him fit for the society 
of the saints ? Has his sudden awakening to the evil of his 
past life generated in him a number of holy affections, or in a 
moment destroyed the evil ones ? We know that in those 
cases of sudden conversion which are capable of being tested 
by the results which follow it, sanctification is a gradual 
process, only imperfectly wrought out after many a painful 
struggle ; and such is the apostolic testimony, as is witnessed 
by the Epistles, What reason have we therefore for believ- 
ing that it will be otherwise with a sinner deeply sunk in 
moral and spiritual corruption, who turns to God an hour 
before his death ? Unless a miracle is wrought in his special 
case, of which Scripture affords no hint, he will carry with 
him into the unseen world the character which he has 
formed here, minus that change in it which takes place at 
conversion. Can such a character, until it is thoroughly 
renovated, be fit for the society of the holy or to enter into 
their enjoyments or employments? Far be from me the 
idea that God will not receive all such to His mercy, and 
that He will not provide for them the means of sanctification 
in the unseen world. All that I am attempting to show is^ 
that the rough-and-ready method which is adopted by popu- 
lar theology of dividing mankind into the two great divisions 
above referred to, one of which will at once enter on the en- 
joyments and the employments of the perfected kingdom of 
Christ, and the other into a stale of torment which will 
never end, has no standpoint in the character of God as it is 
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ftflSrmed by reason and as it is disclosed by revelation.* Vast 
must be the numbers of the human race who, while they 
have not died in a state of holiness, or in that slate desig- 
tiated conversion, yet have not died in a state irrecoverably 
evil, or who have died in one not self-caused, which appeals 
loudly to the Divine compassion. One thing and one only 
can we affirm with certainty ; that God will judge all such in 
conformity with His attributes of justice, holiness, mercy and 
love, and that His omniscience will enable Him to estimate 
rightly the effects that things for which a man is irrespon- 
sible have exerted upon the formation of his character, and 
on his actions which are the result of that character. 

One further illustration of the point under consideration^ 
One man is bom with a temper overwhelmingly passionate, 
another with one so calm that it is not easy to ruffle it. We 
see this distinction even in infants ; as matter of fact, we 
are all deeply sensible that the state of our tempers is greatly 
dependent on the state of our nervous systems, I select 
violence of temper as an illustration because it is the fruitful 

* It will be objected tbat several of the parables affirm that mankind will be 
divided by Christ into the two divisions of the good and the bad ; and consequently 
that there is no place left for a tertium quid, which in the eyes of the all-seeing 
Judge will not be viewed as irremediably evil, or for a probation after death. 
To this I answer, that what lam speaking of is the rough-and-ready mode of 
dividing the whole human race into those two great divisions which is adopted by 
popular theology. But the language of the parables is far from sustainiog the 
objection in question. Our Lord thus explains the parable of the taxes : ** The 
Son of Man shall send forth his angels, and shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity , and cast them into a fur- 
nace of fire ; there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father." This simply 
affirms that those that are irreclaimably evil wiU be gathered out of Christ's 
kingdom and cast into a furnace of fire, %,e, will be destroyed by some terrible 
form of destruction ; and that those who are designated " the righteous " wiU be 
immediately received into our Lord's perfected kingdom. These constitute the 
two extremes of mankind in point of character ; but the parable, like all the 
other parables, is silent as to what wiU be the lot of that vast multitude of 
mankind who lie between them, and who die in a state of mind which unfits 
them for the enjoyments and the employments of the heavenly world, but yet 
in whom aU goodness is far from being utterly extinct. 
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source of a variety of crimes. Yet a man who commits a 
mme under the influence of constitutional viol^ice of tem- 
per may, in a moral point of view, be a better man than one 
on whom temptations to anger exert little or no force. Yet 
it is impossible to include such characters under either of the 
two great divisions of the righteous or the irrecoverably 
wicked, according to the popular conception of them. The 
passionate man cannot be a holy man, because the inability 
to conquer the violence of his temper is a proof of either 
moral or spiritual weakness. Nor can he be ranked among 
those who are irrecoverably wicked, for I assume that it 
is only on such that the merciful God will pass a sentence 
of final condemnation. From this case, therefore (and 
I have selected it out of a large number of similar ones 
which will include a vast proportion of mankind), I draw 
the general conclusion that in the eyes of perfect justice, 
guided by omniscience, no small number of the human 
race who have been bom under unfavourable conditions of 
probation may belong to a class which, while it is not holy, 
is not beyond the power of recovery ; and that such, 
though unfit to enter on the employments and the enjoy- 
ments of the perfected kingdom of Christ, may justly make 
a strong appeal both to the Divine justice and the Divine 
compassion. 

Most of the theories which we have been considering repre- 
sent the moral character of God not as that of which Jesus 
Christ is the image, but as one which in almost every respect 
stands contrasted with it. According to them, the Creator 
has so planned and conditioned His creative work that the 
overwhelming majority of the human race, after a brief space 
of very uncertain temporary enjoyment, will enter on an exist- 
ence in misery which will never terminate. It has been 
urged that this is the inevitable result of creating man a free 
agent, and that the creation of a being who is capable of 
exercising choice was in itself so desirable as to have justi- 
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fied the conditioning of things as they are, notwithstanding 
the unutterable mass of misery which has resulted from so 
doing, which the Creator must have clearly foreseen. We can 
only say, that if this is the necessary result of creating men 
free agents, it is one terrible to contemplate and one which 
is irreconcilable with any possible conception of one the 
essence of whose moral being is love. But the true answer 
to this solution is that of all such necessary results, when 
aflSrmed of God, we know nothing. 

Still further, while we admit that the predestinarian and 
other similar theories do not invest the Creator with the 
attributes of an almighty principle of evil, they make a near 
approach to it ; for when they are divested of all subterfuges, 
and hair-splittings, they affirm that God has so conditioned 
his creative work, as respects mankind, that the final result 
will be the everlasting felicity of a very small number 
out of a multitude so vast as to be impossible to realise in 
thought, and the everlasting misery, or (if we adopt the 
theory called " conditional immortality") the annihilation of 
the remainder through a course of painfiil, and in eases 
of extreme wickedness, terrible suffering. We admit that this 
constitution of things cannot be said to be the work of an evU 
being who is almighty, for such a being would have created 
man under such conditions that nothing but the greatest 
amount of misery which is consistent with never-ending 
existence would have been the fate of all, not only in the un- 
seen world, but in the present. This, however, is obviously 
not the present constitution of things ; but if that beyond the 
grave is such as these theories presuppose, it bears a far 
greater resemblance to the work of a creator who is imper- 
fectly evil than to that of one of whose moral character Jesus 
Christ is the imago and likeness, and of whom He has 
affirmed that He is kind even to the unthankful and the evil, 
and has taught that it is our duty to be merciful as our 
Father also is merciful. 



Digitized by 



Google 



13§ rUTURB RETRIBUTION. 

In making these obseryations, let it not be for one moment 
supposed that I am insensible to the terrible results vhich 
flow from moral evil, whether it be self-caused or transmitted 
from ancestors. That much of the evil which exists is self- 
caused I firmly believe, and as such it is justly obnoxious to- 
God's righteous judgment ; but the evil in the individual 
which is not self-caused appeals loudly to His mercy. Nay 
more : strict justice is not mercy ; when, therefore, justice has- 
pronounced its sentence mercy pleads, and both the Old and 
the New Testament affirm, with what we may almost call re- 
iteration, that God is merciful, and that His mercy endures- 
for ever, and extends over all His works. My object has been 
to point out that the various theories above referred to are- 
entirely inadequate representations of the principles on which 
God will judge the world in righteousness, i,e, in accordance- 
with His attributes of justice, holiness, mercy, and love, by 
that man whom He hath ordained, and whom He has also 
sent to be the Saviour of the world. 

The alternative theories which I have mentioned abov& 
will be considered in subsequent portions of this work. 

My general conclusion, therefore, is that every theory which 
has been propounded by the finite intellect of man respecting 
a future state of retribution which is not based on the prin- 
ciples of eternal justice, and which is also not in conformity 
with any conception we can form of God's holiness, mercy, and 
love as they are revealed in the person, work, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ is a misrepresentation of the principles on which 
He will execute judgment hereafter. All that we can venture- 
to affirm is that God, who is possessed of perfect knowledge^ 
will judge each man, not as a mere member of a nation, of 
a family, or of a race, but as an individual, according to his 
actions as they have resulted from his character ; and that 
He will attribute to him responsibility only for that portioa 
of his character which has been self-caused, and has not been. 
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the result of his birth or of his surroundings — in one word> 
in accordance with the aflBrmation of the prophet, "The 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him ; and the son 
shall not bear the iniquity of the fsither, nor the father bear 
the iniquity of the son ;'* but each man shall be responsible 
only for his own sin ; and when justice has spoken mercy 
will plead. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER VII. 

"Thb Account of thb Cbbation axd Fall of Man, as ita&rated in TfBM 
Second and Thisd Chaptebs of Genesis, in its bbaeino on the question 
OF Human Besponbibilitt, and the taliditt of the taeious Theobibs 
which hate been ebected on what is designated the Doctbinb of the 
Fall examined and oonsidbbbd. 

I HAVE omitted to consider in the fifth chapter the narratiye 
of what is designated "the fall of man/' as given in the 
third chapter of Genesis, because it is a subject of such 
importance that it requires a separate consideratioa For not 
only has it a most intimate bearing on the subject we are 
oonsidering, but the theory called ** conditional immortality, 
or life in Christ," is to no inconsiderable extent based on it, 
And a large portion of the teaching both of systematic and 
popular theology has been elaborated on the assumption that 
it constitutes the foundation on which the superstructure of 
Ohristianity is erected. As this last point is one of the 
greatest importance, I will begin by offering on it a few brief 
observations. 

The generally accepted theory on this subject is that Adam, 
by his act of disobedience to the Divine command for- 
bidding him to eat of the jBruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, incurred for himself and his posterity the 
penalty of what is designated spiritual death, to be followed in 
■due course by natural death, i.e. the death of the body, and 
this by eternal death, which is commonly understood to mean 
s, never-ending existence in torment Further, it is held that 
the complicated scheme called the plan of salvation was 
■devised by God for the purpose of remedying the marring 
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of his original cretltiye plan which the Ml occasioned ; that 
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, indtiding his incama^ 
tion, sufferings, death, and resurrection, was intended to be 
remedial of the terrible consequences which have been 
entailed on mankind by Adam's transgression, although, ac* 
cording to generally-accepted theories, the remedy has been 
an imperfect one ; and that His divine mission, but for thei 
fidl, would have been unnecessary. The, above views are 
held with modifications too numerous to admit of a separate 
enumeration here, but the above is a sufficiently accurate 
statement of the general theological position* 

Assuming this theory to be correct, we surely ought to 
find in the pages of revelation some very definite affirmations 
that Christianity is erected on the doctrine of the £gJ1 as its 
foundation, and the references to it should be frequent 
What, then, are the facts ? I answer — 

1. That from the third chapter of- Genesis to the last 
chapter of Malachi the £el11 of man is not once mentioned, of 
even referred to, by the sacred writers. To this the only 
apparent exception is Job xxxi. 33, but even this obscure 
reference disappears in the alternative marginal rendering of 
the Revised Version, 

2, The fall of man is not only never affirmed by our Lord 
to have been the foundation of His divine mission, but it ia 
not once di/redly referred to by Him in the whole course of 
His teaching. To this the only apparent exception is a 
passage in St John's Gospel which may be viewed as a 
reference to Genesis iii. 

*' Ye," says our Lord to the unbelieving Jews, *' are of 
your father, the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your 
will to do. He was a murderer from the beginning and 
stood not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own ; for he is £^ 
liar and the father of it." As the translation of this last 
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clause is not free from di£^cnlty, the Revisers have given in 
the margin the following alternative rendering : " When one 
dpeaketh a lie, he q>eaketh of his own, for his father also is 
a liar." (John viiL 44.) 

It is, however, extremely doubtful whether those whom 
our Lord addressed could have understood this utterance 
as a reference to Genesis iil, because it contains no inti- 
mation that the devil was the tempter; nor can such an 
intimation be found anywhere in the Old Testament. On 
the contrary, the tempter is, throughout the whole narrative, 
affirmed to have been a serpent ; and it gives, as a reason 
why it was able to act the part of a tempter, that ** the 
serpent was more subtile than any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made/' Nor is the serpent once identified 
with the devil throughout the entire New Testament, except 
in the Apocalypse ; and even St. Paul, though frequently 
warning those to whom he wrote to beware of the wiles 
of the devil, designates Eve's tempter as " the serpent.^* 
Further, the sentence which is pronounced on the serpent as 
a punishment for what he had done, though applicable to 
literal serpents, is inconsistent with what is said of the devil 
from one end of the Bible to the othcR If, therefore, our 
Lord's hearers had learned to identify the serpent of 
Genesis iii. with the Satan of the Old Testament, or with 
the devil (o Ita^oXw) of the New,^ their information must 
have been derived from some extra-biblical source, for the 
Old Testament does not contain even a hint that its Satan 
was the real tempter. 

It will, perhaps, be urged that the following passage, in the 
First Epistle of St John, is a reference to our Lord's utter- 
ance as it is recorded in his Gospel 

* I say, •'with Uie Satan of theOld Testament or with the devil of the New," 
hfcause it is evident that the attributes which are attributed to each differ 
^widely. The demons {rit iaifUvut) of the New are not even mentioned in the Old. 
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*' He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is 
righteous. He that doeth sin is of the devil, for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning. To this end was the Son of 
Ck)d manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil • • . • In this the children of God are manifested, 
and the children of die devil ; whosoever doeth not righteous- 
ness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 
For this is the message that ye have heard from the begin- 
ning, that we should love one anoth^ : not as Cain was of 
the evil one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he 
him ? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's 
righteous? • . . t Whosoever hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer, and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him." (1 John iil 7 — IS.) 

The murder referred to in this passage seems to have been 
understood by the Evangelist to have been that of Abel, and 
not of Adam and his posterity. 

3. No reference to the fall is to be found either in the 
Acts of the Apostles, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, in those 
of St. Peter, St. James, St John, and St. Jude, in nine of 
St. Paul's Epistles, nor even in the Revelation, except in its 
identification of the old serpent with the devil ; for the war 
in heaven mentioned in it, between Michael and his angels, 
and the dragon and his angels, with the casting down of the 
dragon to the earth, evidently refers to a time long subse- 
quent to the creation of man. It will doubtless be urged by 
those who hold the popular theories on this subject, that all 
these writings presuppose it, though they do not directly refer 
to it. To this I answer — 

First It is incredible, if they presuppose it as the founda- 
tion on which their teaching rests, that all direct, and even 
indirect, reference to it should be entirely wanting. 

Secondly. In investigating a subject like the present, we 
have nothing to do with presuppositions and assumptions. 
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which really mean nothing more nor l6ss thaii reading into 
the Bacred page, for the purpose of meeting the exigencies 6£ 
our own theories, what is not to be found therein. By this 
practice it is easy to make Scripture say anything which tho 

commentator or the reader wishes. 

. 4. The references to the third chapter of Genesis in the 
remainder of St. Paul's Epistles are four in number, one of 
which is in the Epistle to the Romans, one in the First and 
one in the Second to the Corinthians, and one in the First 
Epistle to Timothy. As it is necessary to ascertain how far 
these passages bear out the current theories on this subject, 
I must examine them in detaiL I will begin with the least 
important 

I. " For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead ; for as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." (1 Cor. xv. 21, 22.) 

The references in verses 41 — 48 to the condition in which 
man was originally created, having no direct bearing on the 
doctrine of the fall, I shall consider in a subsequent chapter. 

It should be observed that the Revisers have inserted 
in the margin, at the word "Christ," "the Christ,*' the 
definite article being in the Greek, though it is omitted in the 
Authorised, and in the text of the Revised, Veraion. It is 
also inserted in the Greek before the word ** Adam," thus 
running a parallel of antithesis between the natural and the 
spiritual head of mankind. The passage then simply affirms 
that like as in the original head of the human race, all die, 
so in the second head of the human race, all shall be made 
alive. This utterance may be quoted in &vour of the theory 
of conditional immortality, or of universal salvation ; but it is 
impossible, to get out of it anything analogous to the popular 
doctrine of the fall, afid the consequences thence resulting. 
On the contrary, it affirms that *• the all " who . die in the 
Adam will bje made alive in the Christ. 
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II. " For I fear lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from 
the simplicity and the purity which is toward [Gre^, the] 
Christ." (2 Cor. xi. 3.) 

This passage proves nothing either way. All that it affirms 
is, that a parallelism exists between the two cases, and the 
reference would have been' equally to the point if the Apostle 
had viewed the narrative in Genesis iii. as allegorical, in the 
same manner as in the Epistle to the Galatians he has 
allegorised the narrative of Hagar and Sarah. 

III. ''I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have dominion 
over a man, but to be in quietness. For Adam was first 
formed, then Eve ; but the woman, being beguiled, hath 
fallen into transgression : but she shall be saved through the 
childbearing, if they continue in faith, and love, and sanctifi- 
cation with sobriety." (1 Tim. ii. 12 — 15.) 

The first part of this passage is a reference to the second 
narrative of the creation, as given in Genesis il, which is now 
almost universally admitted among commentators to have 
been derived from a different source of information from that 
contained in Genesis L The second part is a reference to 
Genesis iii. and to the fall of man as therein recorded. But 
the Apostle refers to it only for the purpose of enforcing a 
simple duty, and makes no attempt to erect upon it a system 
of theology. 

rV. ** Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin ; and so death passed unto all 
men, for that all sinned — for until the law sin was in the 
world ; but sin is not imputed where there is no law. Never- 
theless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over them 
that had not sinned after the likeness of Adam's trans- 
gression, who is a figure of him that was to come. But not 
as the trespass, so also is the free gift. For if by the 
trespass of the one the many died, much more did the grace 
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of God, and the gift of the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, 
abound unto the many. And not as through one that sinned, 
60 is the gift ; for the judgment came of one unto condem- 
nation ; but the free gift came of many trespasses unto 
justification [margin, an act of righteousness]. For if, by 
the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one, much 
more shall they that receive the abundance of grace, and of 
the gift of righteousness, reign in life, through the one, 
even Jesus Christ. So then as through one trespass, the 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so 
through one act of righteousness, the free gift came unto all 
men to justification of life. For as through the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so, through 
the obedience of the one, shall the many be made righteous. 
And the law came in beside, that the trespass might abound ; 
but where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly, 
that as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness imto eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." (Rom. v. 12—21.) 

The improvements in the translation of this passage in the 
Eevised Version are very great, and free it from many of the 
mistaken inferences which have been deduced from the 
erroneous renderings of the Authorised, making it clear to the 
English reader that " the many " in the one clause of the 
Apostle's parallelisms are the same persons as " <A6 momy " of 
the other, whereas the Authorised Version leaves it open to 
the inference that two diflferent sets of persons are referred 
to. Thus " the many" who through the one man's diso- 
bedience were constituted sinners, are precisely the same 
persons as " the many " who through the obedience of the 
one man Jesus Christ were constituted righteous. Notwith- 
standing these improvements, however, the argument remains 
sufficiently involved; but the Revised Version accurately repre- 
sents its involutions as they exist in the Greek. These are 
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SO great that I think that this passage must have been one 
of those which the author of the Second Epistle of St. Peter 
found hard to understand in St Paul's writings. These 
obscurities — ^and they are numerous — ^must have been the 
result of his training in the rabbinical schools in which 
he had been educated, and of the imperfection of the modes 
of reasoning which were adopted in them; yet there have not 
been wanting those who have ascribed them to the direct 
dictation of the Divine Spirit. Surely it is inconceivable 
that He can be the author of obscurities either in thought or 
style. One thing should be constantly kept in view by the 
student of Scripture. Truths which are revealed by God, 
and truths which are deduced by processes of reasoning, 
stand on entirely different foundations, the one resting on 
a Divine testimony, and the other on the validity of the 
argumentative processes by means of which they have been 
deduced. Obscurities of statement or imperfections in logical 
reasoning can only be the result of the mental constitution 
of the writer. 

If, however, we take the above-cited passage as a whole, 
and avoid entering on its subordinate positions, its general 
purpose is sufficiently clear, viz. that it was the writer's 
intention to affirm that the evil which has resulted from 
Adam's trangression has not only been repaired by the work 
of Jesus Christ, but that the mischief which has been 
occasioned by the one stands to the good effected by the 
other in what is called a ratio of greater inequality, i,e. that 
the work of Jesus Christ has wrought far more good than 
the transgression of Adam has wrought evil. As this subject 
is one of great importance, I will briefly set before the reader 
the most important positions of the Apostle. 

1. "Through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin ; and thus death passed unto all men, 
for that all sinned." The words t^' w 'jravre^ ijiJLapTOP, 

l2 
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here rendered "for that all sinned," are of very doubtful 
import. 

2. Although sin can only be imputed where there is a 
known law — i.e., the idea of sin implies the violation of a 
positive commandment — yet, as a matter of fact, the reign of 
death has been -universal, even over those who have not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, i.e., who have 
not been violators of a known law : infants, for example, who 
are incapable of such violation. 

3. Adam, as the natural head of the human race, is the 
figure of Christ as its spiritual head. 

4. As through Adam's transgression " the many " (i.e. the 
" all men " of the preceding clause) died, much more does 
the gift of grace in Jesus Christ abound unto these same many, 
(i.e. all men), by bestowing on them abundance of life. 

5. As by Adam's one trespass judgment came upon all 
men unto condemnation, so by Christ's one act of righteous- 
ness the free gift came of many offences unto justification. 

6. As through the one man's disobedience the many (i.e. 
all men) were made or constituted sinners, so through the 
obedience of the one (i.e. Christ) the many (ie. all men) 
shall be constituted righteous. 

7. Where sin has abounded grace has much more 
abounded. 

8. As sin has reigned unto death, even so grace shall reign 
through righteousness {i.e. Christ's righteousness) unto 
eternal life. 

Such are the Apostle's aflSrmations in this remarkable and 
very difficult passage. One thing respecting them is evident. 
They bear a far closer resemblance to the theory designated 
universalism than to the popularly accepted doctrine respect- 
ing the consequences of the fall. 

What, then, is the conclusion which the above facts 
justify ?. I answer that the affirmation that Christianity is 
based on what is commonly designated " the doctrine of the 
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fall " is destitute of all support in those Scriptures which 
constitute our only records of revelation. It requires to be 
read into them before it can be found therein. 

Let us now return to the consideration of the narrative in 
Genesis for the purpose of ascertaining what are its actual 
affirmations, as distinct from the theories respecting it which 
have been propounded by theologians for the purpose of 
making it square with their respective systems. Respecting 
it there are two theories. . 

I. That it is a narrative of actual occurrences. This 
theory is the commonly accepted one. 

II. That it is an allegory. This theory has been held by 
no small number of eminent writers and thinkers of the past 
and of the present, among whom are the Bishop of London * 
and the late Archbishop of Canterbury .t 

Before entering on the consideration of the narrative in 
question, I must remind the reader that it has a most im- 
portant bearing on our present subject, because the theory 
known by the name of " conditional immortality," or " life in 
Christ," is in no small degree based on the assumption that 
man was created mortal, but capable of immortality by 
eating of the fruit of the tree of life ; that the death 
threatened to Adam as the penalty of eating of the fruit of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was extinction 
of being on the day of his transgression, which, if it had 
been strictly executed, would have involved the non-existence 
of the human race ; and that the extension of his life after 
his transgression, and the existence of the human race, 
which was contingent on it, formed part of the dispensation 
of mercy, which culminated in the Incarnation.^ 

* Bampton Lectnres, p. 184. 

t Lecture deliyered at Edinburgh. 

X On this point Mr. White's able work, entitled '* Life in Ohrist,*' contains 
the following singular piece of reasoning. ''It follows from this leading prin- 
ciple that the execution of the original curse denounced against the first man did 
not take e£fect on the day of his sin, that it was in hct postponed for a 
thousand years in his own person, and that this postponement, which gare 
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What, then, does the narrative m Genesis positively aflBrm 
respecting the condition in which man was originally created, 
the fell, and the consequences which have resulted from it ? 
The first chapter, after giving an account of the creation of 
the different animal races, describes that of man as follows : — 

space for the propagation of a race descended from him, though in the image of 
his own mortjeditj, was the result of the action of redeeming mercj. Had the 
sentence of law taken immediate effect, in the deepest of all senses in Adam 
we all had died. The existence of our race then is a boon beyond the limitstof 
law. We are bom, it is tnie, to a short and CTil life : exiles from paradise, we 
are bom into a world smitten with a curse, which cankers half its blessings ; 
bom in the image of a fallen progenitor, by nature ' children of the indig- 
nation ; ' bom under the sentence of dissolution, and in the valley of the shadow 
of death, where mortality, not penal but natural, has reigned for countless ages 
over the races that inhabit it— yet assuredly this is an existence far better than 
none, considered even in relation to the blessing^ of time, inasmuch as all that 
a man hath will he give for his life ; but when we consider that the gates of 
eternal glory open out of this mortal world for repenting sinners, and that by 
a wise numbering of our days during the period of trial we may obtain immor- 
tality, this brief grant of life to the myriads of the earth's population assumes 
the aspect of a benevolence of which the true dimensions pass knowledge."— 
P. 118. 119. 

It is singular that so acute a reasoner as Mr. White should not have seen the un- 
tenableness of several of the above positions. Surely it may be urged with no 
small appearance of reason that if the threatening denounced against Adam and 
Eve had been executed on the day of their transgression, it would have been a 
greater act of benevolence than to have brought mankind into existence under the 
conditions enumerated by Mr. White. But he observes, in proof of his position, 
<<if the threatening had been strictly executed, the human race would never have 
been bom ; yet surely this is an existence better than none, even in relation to 
the blessings of time." Could not the Creator, I ask, have created another Adam 
and Eve, to bring mankind into existence under more favourable conditions ? 
But the position, '* Surely this existence is better than none, even in relation to 
the blessings of time," is of a most questionable character, for such are the terrible 
sufferings of many that there can be no doubt that if they were convinced that 
there was no hereafter they would esteem a speedy euthanasia the greatest of 
blessings. Buddhism is certainly founded on the assumption that our separate 
conscious existence is far from being a blessing, and its adherents, as Mr. White 
has observed, include only a little less than one-third of the entire human family. 
The reference to Satan's observation in the Book of Job, " All that a man hath 
he will give for his life," is singularly inapt ; for even if it be true, it by no means 
follows that he wiU consider existence in a continuous state of suffering a bless- 
ing ; but as applied here, the words can only mean that the non-existent, if the 
proposal were made to them, rather than continue non-existent would prefer to 
endure the greatest amount of suffering which falls to the lot of man. It is true 
that Milton's Belial is made to afiBrm that existence, even in the flames of hell, 
is better than non-existence ; but in this opinion few will agree with him. 
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" And Qod created man in his own image. In the image of 
Qod created he him ; male and female created he them, and 
God blessed them, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth on the earth.*' 
— Gen. i. 27 — 29. 

All the information, therefore, which this first narrative of 
Creation gives us respecting the condition in which man was 
originally created is that he was created in the image of 
God. Although it gives us no information of what the image 
of God consisted in, yet it is evidently intended to denote 
that in man which distinguishes him from the animal 
races. We may therefore safely infer that it consisted in 
a moral nature, which the animal races are either wholly 
destitute of, or possess only in the merest embryo; and 
those intellectual powers which distinguish him from them. 
But how far these were developed in Adam, as he was origin- 
ally created, the narrative says nothing, nor does it fiimish 
any data on which to arrive at any certain conclusion. On 
the question whether he was created mortal or immortal it is 
silent, though it would seem not to be an unfair conclusion 
that a being created in the image of God was not destined to 
perish with the dissolution of his bodily framework. 

But the second narrative of Creation enters into more 
minute particulars. It tells us that — 

" The Lord God formed man of the dust of the earth, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became 
a living souL** 

Then, after describing the planting of the Garden of Eden, 
and the placing in it of two trees, one designated the tree of 
life, and the other the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, it adds — 

" And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
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Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it And the Lord God 
comnumded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat ; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." 

On this follows the account of the creation of woman, in 
order that she might be a helpmeet for man ; and of her 
temptation by the serpent to disobey the Divine command 
not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, under the promise that by eating it she and her 
husband would become as God, to know good and evil. To 
this temptation the woman yields, and on her tempting her 
husband to do the same, he yields likewise. The effects 
produced by eating of the tree of knowledge are thus de- 
scribed : — 

" The eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked, and they sewed fig-leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. And the 
Lord God called unto the man, and said. Where art thou ? 
And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself." 

The narrative then informs us that the man laid the blame 
of his yielding to the temptation on the woman whom God 
had given him for a companion, and the woman on the 
serpent. On this follows the judgment pronounced on the 
serpent for tempting the woman to disobey the Divine com- 
mand. 

'' Because thou hast done this, cursed art thou above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field ; upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy 
life ; and I will put enmity between thee and the woman. 
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and between thy seed and her seed. It shall bruise [margin, 
lie in wait for] thy head, and thou shalt bruise [lie in wait 
for] his heel." 

The sentence on the woman is as follows : — 

" I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception : 
in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children, and thy desire 
shall be to thine husband ; and he shall rule over thee." 

And upon the man — 

" Because thou hast barkened to the voice of thy wife, and 
hast eaten of the tree of which I conmianded thee, saying. 
Thou shalt not eat of it ; cursed is the ground for thy sake : 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns 
also, and thistles shall it bring forth unto thee, and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, until thou return unto the ground ; for out of 
it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return." 

On this follows the account of the expulsion from the 
garden, and the guarding of access to it, by the placing 
to the east of the garden cherubim, and the flame of a 
sword which turned every way to keep the way of the tree 
of life, " lest," in the words of the narrative, " the man 
should put forth his hand, and take also of it, and live for 
ever." 

Such, then, without additions, is the simple narrative as 
it is contained in Genesis. I need hardly say that upon.it, as 
a foundation, whole mountains of theories have been erected 
and read into it, as though they were so many Scriptural 
truths ; and thus it has been made the basis of a number of 
very complicated systems of theology. This being so, let us 
now consider what it affirms, leaves unsaid, or denies, first 
asking the reader to keep in mind the all-important fact that, 
inasmuch as the narrative of the fall is not once definitely re- 
ferred to in any Scripture which has been received into the 
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canon from the date of the compilation of Genesis until 
St. Paul wrote his First Epistle to the Corinthians about 
A.D. 57 — and then only by way of illustration, and not as 
affording a basis for a system of theology — the Church had 
nothing to rely upon in the way of an authoritative state- 
ment respecting the fall and its consequences, but the natural 
meaning of the narrative itself, during this long period of 
time. Putting aside, therefore, all theories and conjectures 
and poetic imaginations — these last have been very nume- 
rous — and looking only at its simple statements, I observe — 

1. Portions of the narrative so far favour the theory of 
conditional immortality, that the words used seem to imply 
that man was created mortal, but capable of attaining im- 
mortality by eating of the fruit of the tree of life. 

2. It is impossible to arrive at any certain conclusion 
respecting the intellectual, moral, and spiritual condition in 
which man was orignally created from the words, " The Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a living 
soul." The words imply, but yet do not affirm, that man's 
body was formed out of those elementary principles of matter 
of which science teaches us that it is actually composed, and 
that it was vivified by breathing into his nostrils the breath 
of life, which last act made him become " a living soul." By 
these words the writer apparently meant to be understood 
not only that principle of life which is common to man and 
the animal, and perhaps the vegetable worlds, but all those 
phenomena of mind which are common to animals and man, 
and those which are the peculiar characteristics of man alone. 
But the words are far too indefinite to enable us to lay down 
a theory respecting the nature of the intellectual and moral 
powers with which, prior to all education and experience, he 
was originally endowed. 

3. It is impossible to determine with certainty what mean- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB DOCTHINE OP THE FALL. 15& 

ing the threatening, "In the day thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die," conveyed to Adam. At the time in ques- 
tion Adam's experience of death must have been confined to- 
that of the animal races ; though, taking the narrative as it 
stands, it is doubtful whether he had witnessed even the death 
of any of them. But assuming that he had, its phenomena 
would have suggested that the thing threatened was extinc- 
tion of being. Theologians, however, have been wise above 
what is written, and have assigned to it three different 
meanings, according to their respective theories, viz. bodily 
death, spiritual death, and eternal death — eternal death 
being popularly understood to mean a never-ending exist- 
ence in torment, and spiritual death the destruction of 
every holy feeling towards God, and a nature tainted with 
moral corruption, and that it was spiritual death alone which, 
according to the threatening, was to take place, and which 
actually took place on the day of his transgression. Of these 
last two meanings the words in question contain no hint. 
Consequently, if it was intended that they should be so 
understood by Adam, he must have been informed that such 
was their intended meaning by a special revelation, respecting 
which the narrative knows nothing and the entire Old Testa- 
ment contains not a single hint. 

4. It is evident from the narrative that Adam and Eve 
transgressed the Divine command under the influence of a 
very slight temptation. From this the inference follows that 
their moral character must have possessed that immaturity 
and weakness which all character has before it has been 
confirmed and strengthened by the discipline of life. 

Against this, its obvious meaning, it has been objected, 
that because it affirms that Qod saw everything which 
he had made, and behold it was very good, man must 
have been created in a very elevated condition both intel- 
lectually and morally. But this by no means follows, for the 
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^ords "good" and "very good** do not necessarily denote 
some abstract idea of goodness or perfection, but that the 
work was very good in relation to the Divine purpose in 
creation. The affirmation, " And God saw that it was good," 
is applied to His other creative works ; but the words by no 
means affirm that each of them, taken separately, satisfies 
the abstract idea of perfection; only that they were good, 
^ach in their proper place, in the Divine plan of creation. 
Thus it is impossible to affirm that the innumerable animal 
races which devour one another are absolutely good in them- 
selves; yet they may be good in the position which they occupy 
in a far-reaching creative plan which has not yet received its 
complete realisation. Theorisers of former times have endea- 
voured to evade this difficulty by assuming that the devouring 
character of the animal races has been one of the results of 
the fall of man ; but this has been utterly disproved by the 
discoveries of science, it being an admitted fact that various 
animal races have lived by the mutual destruction of one 
another, and that death reigned among them long prior to the 
appearance of man on the globe. According to the author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, experience, trial, and struggling 
with temptation, of which Adam and Eve, as they were 
originally created, could have known nothing, are essential to 
the perfection of human nature. Thus he writes : — 

" Though he were a son, yet he learned obedience by the 
things which he suffered ; and being made perfect, he became 
to all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation.'* 
<Heb. V. 8, 9). 

And— 

" It became him, for whom are all things and through 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons imto glory, to 
make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succour them that are tempted.*' (Heb. ii. 10, 18). 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DOCTBINE OF THE FALL. 167 

5. All that the narrative aflSmis respecting the effects, 
which were produced on Adam and Eve by eating of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil is, that the eyes of them 
both were opened ; that they knew that they were naked, 
while their nakedness had previously caused in them no 
feeling of shame; and that when they heard the voice of 
God they endeavoured to hide themselves from His presence 
among the trees of the garden. To this is subsequently added 
the following change of condition, denoted by the words : — 

" Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 
and evil/' 

Respecting the meaning intended to be conveyed by these 
words, numerous theories have been propounded. It haa 
even been supposed that this knowledge of good and evil,, 
which made man like God, was an evolution in an upward 
rather than a fall in a downward direction; others have 
suggested that it is a bitter taunt ; but what, in the silence 
of the narrative and of all Scripture, was the thing intended^ 
we have no means of determining. 

6. It is entirely silent respecting the results which popular 
and even systematic theology have attributed to the fall, viz. 
the utter corruption of man's moral and spiritual nature, and 
the transmission of that corruption from Adam to all his. 
descendants. 

7. Equally silent is it respecting a covenant made between 
God and Adam, on the assumption of which such important 
theories have been erected by certain schools of theologians^ 
Respecting such a covenant the narrative in Genesis gives no 
hint, and the other Scriptures are equally silent. 

8. In like manner, it knows nothing respecting the 
agency of the devil in the temptation, but on the contrary 
this is from one end of it to the other attributed to a serpent. 
It even gives the reason which enabled a serpent to act so 
strange a part, i.e. that " it was more subtile than any beast 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 FUTURE KETBIBUTIOK. 

of the field, which the Lord God had made." Moreover, the 
curse which was pronounced on the tempter is only con- 
sistent with the idea that the author of the temptation was a 
serpent. ** Because thou hast done this, cursed art thou 
dbove aU ccMe, and above every beast of the field ; upon 
thy belly shall thou go, and dust shaZt thow eat aU the days 
of thy life.'* While these words are applicable to a serpent, 
they are utterly inapplicable to the devil, of whose concern 
in the temptation the narrative gives not a hint. 

9. The narrative contains not one word implying that the 
original threatening of death which was denounced against 
Adam on the day of his transgression was carried into execu- 
tion, but much which implies that it was respited. Thus the 
sentence pronounced on him is a life of toil to enable him to 
wrest the means of subsistence out of an unfriendly soil, and 
finally that he should return to the ground out of which he 
had been taken ; and that pronounced on Eve is, that her 
sorrow and her conception should be multiplied, and that her 
husband should rule over her. 

Such, and no more, is the information which the narrative 
in Genesis furnishes respecting the fall and its consequences. 
Let it be observed that this is all the information which the 
records of revelation give respecting it, until more than half a 
century after the birth of Jesus Christ, and that even then 
the allusions to it are not direct but of a very incidental 
character ; and, even including every expression which may be 
supposed to be a remote reference to it, while the Old Testa- 
ment is almost, if not entirely, silent with respect to it, those 
contained in the entire New Testament do not exceed eight 
in number, and the most important of them simply affirms 
that an analogy exists between the evil which has resulted 
to man from Adam's transgression and the good which has 
been effected by the work of Jesus Christ, the latter standing 
to the former in a ratio of greater inequality, a result which 
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differs widely from the theories of popular theology respect- 
ing it. 

That man is bom with innate tendencies to evil and in a 
great majority of cases into surroundings suited to d velop 
them, is an unquestionable fact, and one which is recognised 
by several writers of the Old Testament and by every writer 
of the New ; but respecting the mode in which these tenden- 
cies to evil have originated, and the law which regulates the 
surroundings into which a man is bom, both reason and 
revelation are alike silent. The facts, therefore, we must 
accept, although we can give no account of their origin. In 
reality the commonly accepted theories respecting the fall 
and its consequences afford no explanation of the difficulty 
for the solution of which they have been propounded, but 
only remove it one step out of our view ; for if they are 
accepted as an explanation of the origin of the evil which 
exists in man, the question opens before us in all its myste- 
rious unanswerableness. How came things to be conditioned 
so that the corruption introduced into the nature of one man 
by his own act should be transmitted to his remote descen- 
dants ? and how has it come to pass that the devil, if created 
good, has become the incarnation of everything which is evil ? 
To questions such as these neither reason nor revelation is 
capable of giving an answer. 

The above observations have been made on the assumption 
that the third chapter of Genesis is a narrative of actual 
occurrences, for the purpose of setting before the reader a 
statement of what it actually affirms, as distinct from what has 
been read into it to enable it to form a support to the 
theories of systematic and popular theology. The difficulties 
involved in it, however, if it is viewed as a narrative of 
historical facts, are so great that they have induced no small 
number of theologians in all ages of the Church to arrive at 
the conclusion that it is an allegory adapted to a childlike 
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condition of the human mind, and even to compel those 
who are firm believers in its historical character to assign to 
different portions of the narrative an allegorical meaning. 
The reasons which have led to this condosion may be briefly 
stated as follows — 

1. The fact that throughout the entire narrative the 
tempter is most definitely affirmed to have been a serpent, 
and that it contains not a single hint that any other than a 
serpent was concerned in the temptation. 

2. The reason given why the serpent was able to act as 
tempter, viz. that " he was more subtile than any beast of 
the field," proves that the author of the narrative considered 
an actual serpent to have been the tempter, and that it was 
his subtlety which enabled him to effect the temptation. 
Now, although the ancients attributed extreme subtlety to 
the serpent, the investigations of modem science have proved 
that there are a large number of animals possessing far 
more of those qualities which may be designated subtlety 
than he. 

3. The fact that the serpent is represented as speaking 
with a human voice, and even as capable of reasoning with 
the woman, is urged as a strong reason for believing that the 
narrative was not intended to be an account of actual occur- 
rences. It has been urged by those who hold it to be 
historical, that this ought to have led Eve to infer that it 
was some evil being who was using the serpent as his instru- 
ment, and who was the real author of the temptation. What 
she knew respecting the existence of evil spirits, or their power 
of using animals for their evil purposes, we know not ; but 
the excuse which she offers for having yielded to the tempta- 
tion, ** The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat," proves that 
she drew no such inference ; and whether she ought to have 
done so, in her ignorance of good and evil, we have no means 
of judging. 
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4. Part of the sentence passed on the serpent implies that 
it was capable of moving in a position more or less erect. If 
this is not the thing intended, the words of the curse 
denounced upon it, " On thy belly shalt thou go all the days 
of thy life/* if the serpent had been in the habit of moving 
like other serpents, would have had no meaning. But a change 
from an erect, or a semi-erect motion, to one on the whole 
length of the body, would have involved a complete change 
in the anatomical structure of the animal. Yet when we 
examine the marvellous adaptations of the serpent's spine 
and the apparatus by means of which its easy movement on 
the ground is accomplished, we can feel nothing but admira- 
tion at the wonderful adjustments by means of which these 
results are effected, which all point not to the effects of a 
curse but to benevolent purpose on the part of the Almighty 
Creator. 

6. The second clause of the curse, "Dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life," has been urged as leading to a 
similar conclusion. It seems to have, been the general 
opinion of the ancients that the serpent was capable of 
feeding on dust. Thus we read in Isaiah, " And dust shall 
be the serpent's meat" But we now know for certain that 
although, in consequence of its motion on the ground, 
a larger quantity of dust may enter into the serpent's 
mouth than into those of other animals, it is incapable of 
feeding on it. The idea that it does so is founded on an 
error. 

6. A similar result follows from the concluding portion of 
the curse, which is as follows — 

" I will put enmity between thee and the woman ; and 
between thy seed and her seed. It shall bruise (or, as the 
marginal rendering of the Kevised Version has it. It shall lie 
in wait for) thy head, and thou shalt bruise (or, lie in wait 
for) his heel.'* 

M 
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It is urged that the words, " I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed," 
although applicable to a literal serpent, are wholly inapplic- 
able to the devil, for the seed spoken of obviously means the 
natural descendants of each ; yet it is impossible that the 
devil can be said to have descendants. It is true that 
'* children of the devil " are spoken of in the New Testament, 
but these are not his natural offspring but evil men having 
his moral likeness. If on the other hand it be urged, as it 
has been argued, that by the seed of the woman was meant 
Christ, and by the seed of the serpent those bearing the 
moral image of the devil, the threat of putting enmity 
between them would have been superfluous, for, as .the 
Apostle observes, " There is no concord between Christ and 
Belial." Besides, it is incredible that the word "seed" 
should be used in two such widely different senses in the 
same line. 

But further, the words, " It shall bruise (or lie in wait for) 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise (or lie in wait for) his heel," 
are a natural mode of speaking of the relations which exist 
between man and the serpent race ; yet if, as it has been 
often contended, this bruising or lying in wait for the ser- 
pent's head is a prophecy of the victory which Christ has 
obtained over the devil through his temptation, death, and 
resurrection, and the bruising or lying in wait for the seed of 
the woman denotes Christ's sufferings and death brought 
about by the deviFs instigation, then it must be confessed 
that this prophecy was one the meaning of which no one 
could have guessed until he was authoritatively informed that 
such was the thing intended. The enmity of man to the 
serpent race is no doubt great, owing to the danger of acci* 
dentally trampling on and being bitten by it ; but there is 
no evidence that the serpent is more hostile to man than it 
is to any animal on which it is capable of feeding. 
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' 7. Assuming tlie obvious meaiiing of the narrative to 
be its intended meaning, viz. that the tempter was a serpent 
capable of reasoning and speaking with human voice, it is 
impossible to conceive what could have induced such a being 
to tempt Eve to disobey the command of her Creator. Neither 
his subtlety nor any endowment which he could have re- 
ceived from God will account for his forming so evil a 
design. The narrative, however, represents him as acting 
with the deliberate purpose of seducing Eve. This being so, 
it presupposes that he had previously become animated with 
hostile feelings towards God and man. Consequently sin 
must have entered into the world anterior to the fall It is 
therefore not without apparent reason argued that all this 
has the appearance of allegory or parable rather than a 
narrative of historic facts. 

8. It is also urged that if, according to the generally ac- 
cepted theory, the tempter was either the devil or an irrational 
serpent of whom he had taken possession and used as his 
blind instrument, we encounter in the sentence pronounced 
on the serpent a moral difficulty which is all but insuperable. 
The words, " On thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life," as has been observed above, are 
utterly inapplicable to the devil, who, according to St Peter s 
metaphorical language, " walks about like a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour," and can only apply to a real ser- 
pent This being so, it follows, if the narrative is intended to 
be an account of actual occurrences, that judgment was not pro- 
nounced on the real criminal, but on a brute of which he had 
either assumed the likeness or which he had used as the pas- 
sive instrument of his crime. But to represent the righteous 
judge of all the earth as punishing an irrational animal and its 
descendants for an act in which it was a mere passive instru- 
ment in the hands of another, is inconsistent with the Divine 
character as it is affirmed alike by reason and revelation^ 

M 2 
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Milton, apparently for the purpose of evading this moral 
diflBculty, represents the serpent as incapable of laying the 
blame on the real perpetrator of the crime, but this rather 
increases the difficulty than removes it. Did the Omniscient 
require to be informed what were the real fiwts ? 

9. The condition of man in the primeval paradise is de- 
scribed as follows : — •* The Lord God planted a garden east- 
ward in Eden, and out of the ground the Lord God made to 
grow every tree which is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food ; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And a river 
went out of Eden to water the garden," &c. " And the Lord 
God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
dress it and to keep it." 

According to this portion of the narrative the life of man, 
if he had abstained from eating of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, would have been that of a culti- 
vator of a well-watered garden, which brought forth all the 
necessaries of life in rich abundance, and abounded with trees 
pleasing to the eye. Such a life, however it may be suited to 
a condition of childlike innocence, is one which is ill fitted to 
develop the higher powers of man. This is proved by the 
condition of mankind in all those countries of the world 
where the necessaries of life can be obtained with little or 
no exertion. In regions apparently less favoured, which 
render toil and energetic eflFort necessary, we find the noblest 
forms of human character. Even if we assume that Adam was 
created with the higher faculties only in embryo, yet capable 
of development, the condition of things iq which, according 
to the narrative, he was originally placed was one ill suited 
to develop them. In £act, it does not even imply that any 
provision was made for that purpose. This has induced 
some to propound the theory that that portion of the sen- 
tence which condemned Adam to a life of toil was a blessing 
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rather than a curse, and consequently that what has been 
designated the &11 was an evolution in an upward rather than 
a degradation in a downward direction. It is, therefore, 
argued that this account of the change in the original con- 
dition of primeval man presents far more the appearance of 
parable or allegory than an historic narrative. Further, it is 
urged that the failure of the attempt to find the river which 
went out of Eden to water the garden, and " which from 
thence was parted and became four heads," notwithstanding 
the minuteness with which it is described, points to a similar 
conclusion. 

I have thus endeavoured to set before the reader an im- 
partial statement of the &uita as we read them in the Book 
of Genesis, and of the references to them in the subsequent 
portions of the Bible, divested of aU theories and conjectures 
respecting what they have been made to mean to make 
them square with various systems of systematic and popular 
theology. I have, therefore, taken the narrative simply as it 
stands, and as it must have been understood during long 
ages in the Church, in the absence of any authority in any 
canonical book assigning to it any other meaning than its 
natural one, it being, in fact, the only source of information 
which the Old Testament supplies. But inasmuch as the 
narrative, if it is received as a statement of actual occur- 
rences, abounds with difficulties of no ordinary character, I 
have thought it right to set before the reader a brief sum- 
mary of the reasons which have induced numerous eminent 
theologians to arrive at the conclusion that the account of 
the fall as given in the third chapter of Genesis is allegorical, 
and not intended to be a history of actual occurrences. 
Which of these views is the correct one the reader must 
now judge for himself. It only remains for me to observe, 
whichever of them he adopts, that the various widespread 
popular theories respecting the condition in which man was 
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originally created, the nature of his subsequent fall, and the 
consequences which have resulted from it, must be first read 
into the narrative before they can be found therein, and that 
it is impossible on anything which it contains to erect a 
theory respecting the final destinies of mankind or the 
nature of the life which awaits them beyond the grave. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Thb Genbbal Positions of tub Nbw Testament bespectino a Futube 

State. 

Ik this chapter I propose to consider the general affirmations 
of the New Testament respecting a future state, apart from 
its special teaching respecting retribution. This last subject 
will be considered in subsequent chapters. 

The most careless reader cannot help being struck by the 
contrast between the Old and the New Testaments in their 
teaching respecting the survival of our conscious personality 
and its condition after death, and especially by the absence of 
any reference to it in the former as an incentive to holiness 
and a deterrent from sin, and the habitual use made of it in 
the latter for that purpose.* In the one this world is viewed 
as the region of life and joy, and Hades and death as that of 
darkness and of gloom. All this in the other is reversed : 
death loses its terrors ; Hades has ceased to be the land of 
darkness ; and to those who die in the faith of Christ, to be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. In 

* I use the words *' sairival of our conscious personality ** for the purpose of 
keeping clear of yarious metaphysical and ontologioal difficulties with which this 
subject has been needlessly perplexed. To us the practical and aU-important 
question is, ShaU we ourselves survive the stroke of death with a consciousness 
that we are the same beings that we have known ourselves to have been during 
life ; and will our conduct here exert any influence on our condition in the un^ 
seen world ? Disquisitions about the soul may be interesting as affording sub- 
jects for intellectual discussion ; but the one great question — ^the only question 
to us of practical importance — ^is, ShaU I, in my conscious personality, survive thb 
dissolution of my body, and will my conduct here affect my condition l^ere- 
after? 
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the Old Testament its promises and threatenings are 
sanctioned by considerations derived from the present life 
al6ne ; in the New, they are sanctioned almost exclusively 
from considerations derived from the life to come. In the 
Old Testament, continued prosperity is promised as the 
reward of obedience, and adversity, destruction, and a dis- 
honoured burial are threatened as the result of disobedience 
and of sin ; and its most fervent preachers of righteousness, 
whatever may have been their individual hopes or fears, 
never enforce their exhortations by considerations drawn 
from an existence after death. In the New Testament this 
aspect of things is completely changed. All our hopes and 
fears are concentrated on the future. Not one word is said of 
actual prosperity in this life as the reward of obedience. On 
the contrary, our Lord again and again warns his disciples, 
that the result of following him, as far as this world is con- 
cerned, would be self-denial, suffering, and, not infrequently, 
persecution and death, in return for which they would 
receive full compensation in the age to come. St. Paul says 
expressly, and doubtless as the result of a most trying 
experience, " If in this life only we have hope towards Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable." Yet he was sustained by 
the consideration that though " his outward man was decaying, 
his inward man was being renewed day by day ; and that his 
light affliction, which was but for a moment, was working 
for him more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of 
glory.*' If in the New Testament the comforts of religion are 
referred to, they are uniformly described as flowing from 
internal sources and not from external prosperity, of which it 
contains no promise. On the contrary, our Lord again and 
again warned his followers against the expectation of it as the 
result of their adhesion to him, in language similar to the 
following: — 

'' He that loveth his life, loses it ; and he that hateth his 
life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal." 
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So numerous are the affinnations in the New Testament of 
the survival of the conscious personality after death, that it 
would be superfluous to quote particular passages in proof of it 
I say, " survival of the personality," for this is involved in 
the idea of a resurrection ; because if our personality perished 
at death, a resurrection would not be a restoration of the 
former personality, but the creation of a new and irrespon- 
sible ona It sets forth this truth under two aspects. 

1st. That our conscious personality will survive the death 
of our bodies. 

2nd. Tliat at some period of the future it will once more 
manifest itself in some form of bodily, i,e, material organi- 
sation. 

It is to the last of these that its references are by far the 
most numerous. It is uniformly connected with the realisa- 
tion of the idea of the perfected kingdom of God, and as the 
embodiment of the Christian's highest hopes and aspirations. 
But with respect to the first, its affirmations, though few, are 
distinct and clear. The following are the most important : — 

1. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 

While there can be no doubt that no small portion of the 
imagery of this parable is taken from the then current 
popular ideas respecting the nature of the underworld and 
the condition of the departed in Hades, which is represented 
as consisting of two regions, separated firom one another by 
a deep gulf, but within sight and hearing of one another, in 
one of which the righteous are represented as reposing at a 
feast, and in the other the wicked as tormented in flames ; 
yet after making all allowance for the imagery in which the 
parable is clothed, it is impossible to understand it otherwise 
than as intended definitely to affirm that the righteous and 
the wicked exist in Hades in their conscious personalities, 
capable of reasoning about the present, and possessing a lively 
recollection of the past ; and that man's personality, when 
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separate firom the body, is capable of activities which, as we 
are at present constituted, are only capable of being exercised 
through the aid of our present bodily organism. Further 
than this the parable does not go. The silence of the New 
Testament respecting the secrets of the unseen world is else- 
where unbroken throughout its pages. It is therefore incre- 
dible that its awful realities should have been intended to be 
revealed through the imagery of a parable. But while this is 
so, it is impossible to assign any meaning to it, except on the 
assumption that the conscious personality after death passes 
into Hades, and is there held responsible for its conduct 
here. 

2. Our Lord's answer to the penitent robber. 

" Jesus, remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom ; 
and he said unto him, verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise." (Luke xxiii. 42, 43.) 

This passage affords a striking illustration of the absur- 
dities of interpretation to which men will have recourse 
when they have a particular theory to maintain. Those who 
hold that man's conscious existence ceases at death, and that 
it will not be renewed until the resurrection, propose to read 
our Lord's words as follows : " Verily I say unto thee to-day, 
thou shalt be with me in paradise." This strange device 
has been adopted for the purpose of escaping the inference 
which conmioQ sense suggests, that the aflBrmation was a 
promise that the penitent robber should on that very day be 
with our Lord in paradise, the theory in question requiring 
that his personal consciousness should be extinct until the 
resurrection. 

We have no means of ascertaining with certainty what 
were the precise ideas which were entertained by the penitent 
robber respecting the condition of man after death when he 
prayed to Jesus to be remembered when He came in His 
kingdom. Being not a vulgar thief, as the Authorised 
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Version represents him to have been, but one of those bandits 
who abounded at the time and afterwards, who rose in 
insurrection against the Roman government, and who, pro- 
bably, like Barabbas, in doing so had committed murder, he 
was doubtless strongly animated with the Messianic expecta- 
tions of his countrymen. This being so, the ideas of a bandit 
respecting the unseen would be naturally those then current, 
and our Lord's reply, if it was to be intelligible to him, 
would be accommodated to those with which alone he was 
acquainted. 

According to them, paradise was that upper region of 
Hades, free from darkness and gloom, in which the Old 
Testament saints reposed as at a feast, and where they rested, 
according to the imagery of the parable, in Abraham's 
bosom.* The promise, therefore, went beyond the prayer, it 
being a promise not only to be remembered at our Lord's 
coming in His kingdom, but to be received into this happy 
region on that very day, immediately after death had released 
him from his sufferings. It therefore amounts to a direct 
aflarmation of the survival of the conscious personality after 
the death of the body. 

3. The next reference to the condition of man after 
death is the following passage in the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians : — 

" For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle 
[margin, * bodily frame'] be dissolved, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For verily in this we groan, longing to be clothed 
upon with our habitation which is from heaven, if so be that 
being clothed we shall not be found naked. For, indeed, we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened, not that 
we would be unclothed, but that we would be clothed upon, 

* The reader will find a fuU account of the ideas which were entertained about 
Paradise, and the origin of the word itself, in Smith's *< Dictionary of the Bible.^ 
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that what is mortal might be swallowed up of life. Being 
therefore always of good courage, and knowing that while we 
are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord ; we 
are of good courage, I say, and are willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be at home with the Lord. 
Wherefore we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, 
to be well pleasing to him. For we must all be made mani- 
fest before the judgment-seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in [margin, 'through'] the body, 
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad." (2 C!or. v. 1—10.) 

Although the precise meaning which the Apostle intended 
to convey by the earlier portion of this paragraph is some- 
what doubtful, yet the general meaning of his utterance, 
taken as a whole, is clear. In it he expresses the fullest 
persuasion that when his bodily frame was dissolved by 
death, he himself, i,e. his conscious personality, would be 
present with the Lord ; and not only so, but that his presence 
with Him would involve such a state of felicity that he was 
willing to be absent from the body in order that he might be 
present with the Lord. Such hopes and expectations 
involve the belief that all those mental powers which consti- 
tuted his personality would continue to exist after death. 
It is also equally plain that, contrary to every idea which 
was entertained by ancient philosophers, he considered that 
an embodied existence of some kind was preferable to a dis- 
embodied one. "Not," says he, "that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal might be 
swallowed up of life." The point on which his opening 
words leave some doubt is, whether he expected to enter 
" the house not made with hands " immediately after the 
dissolution of his present bodily frame, or at some future 
period, because he elsewhere connects that hope with the 
coming of Christ. 
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4. The following is a further expression of St Paul's 
belief respecting his condition after death : — 

"According to my earnest expectation and hope, that in 
nothing I shall be put to shame ; but that with all boldness^ 
as always, so now also, Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain. But if to live in the flesh — if this is the 
fruit of my work, then what I shall choose I wot not [margin, 
* I do not make known/] For I am in a strait betwixt the 
two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for it is 
very far better ; yet to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
your sake." (Phil. i. 20—24.) 

This passage is a definite expression of the Apostle's belief 
that the death of his body would occasion no break in his 
conscious personal existence. Also that that existence after 
death would be far preferable to his present earthly one, 
compared with which "to die would be gain." These 
affirmations, therefore, render it certain that the Apostle 
firmly believed that he — ^not merely his spirit or his soul, 
but the veritable Paul himself — as soon as he was divested 
of his present bodily environment, would pass into a state of 
conscious existence, in which he would be capable of enjoying 
the presence of his Lord. Such a state of existence involves 
the survival both of the rational powers and of the spiritual 
and moral affections. 

6. Similar also is the affirmation of St. Peter in the fol- 
lowing passage : — 

" Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit; in 
which also he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 
which aforetime were disobedient, when the long-suffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a pre- 
paring, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved through 
water." (1 Peter iii 18—20.) , 
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So also : — 

" Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them 
in the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you : who shall 
give account to him who is ready to judge the quick and the 
dead. For unto this end was the gospel " (margin, the good 
tidings) "preached even to the dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit" (1 Peter iv. 4 — 6.) 

As this passage conflicts with numerous systems of theo- 
logy, various have been the attempts to fix on it a meaning 
other than its natural one. Into the discussion of these I 
shall enter in a subsequent chapter, when I consider whether 
there is reason for believing that human probation will be 
extended beyond the grave ; but for my present purpose I 
shall assume that the reader who comes to its perusal un- 
fettered by systems, will arrive at the conclusion that, read 
in its natural sense, it makes the following affirmations : — 

1st. That Christ, after he expired on the cross, passed into 
the underworld, and there preached to the antediluvians. 

2nd. That he there announced good tidings even to the 
dead. 

3rd. That in St Peter's opinion the conscious personality 
survived in Hades in such a condition that those who had 
passed into it were capable of understanding the good news 
that our Lord announced, and that they were therefore in 
possession of their intellectual and moral consciousness. 

6. The author of the Book of Revelation thus writes : — 

'' I saw under the altar the souls of them that had been 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony that they 
held ; and they cried with a great voice, saying. How long, O 
Master, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth. And there was 
given unto them to each one a white robe ; and it was said 
unto them that they should rest yet for a little while, until 
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their fellow servants also and their brethren, which should be 
killed even as they were, ehould be fulfilled." (Rev. vi. 
9—11.) 

This book is a book of svmbols, and to this the passage 
above cited evidently forms no exception, inasmuch as it 
speaks of bestowing white robea on the souls ('^ux^O which 
the seer in vision saw under the altar. Yet it is certain that 
the imagery is founded on the assumption that after the 
death of their bodies these souls retained their conscious per- 
sonality, in which they were capable of looking back on the 
past and forward on the future, and addressing prayers, and 
even remonstrances to Him whom they address as Master 
(8€<r7roT>/9, i.e. Lord in its highest sense). This passage also 
is conclusive against the theory of those who affirm that in 
the Greek of the New Testament the word -^vxv (soul) 
does not carry with it the idea of the conscious personality, 
but only of that life which is extinguished at death. On the 
language of the New Testament and its alleged psychology, 
we shall have more to say hereafter. 

Also — 

" And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, for 
their works follow with them.'' (Rev. xiv. 13.) 

This passage simply affirms that the dead who die in the 
Lord are happy from the time specified and forward, in a 
state of rest from their earthly labours. But happiness is 
impossible without the possession of personal consciousness. 
It adds that " their works follow them," i.e. that their works 
wrought here follow them in the results which they will exert 
on their condition of happy rest in the unseen world. 

These six passages contain all the information which is 
furnished by the New Testament respecting the condition of 
man between death jand the resurrection. This silence, to 
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whatever cause it may be owing, is most remarkable, for we all 
eagerly desire to penetrate into the secrets of the unseen 
world. Still, beyond the facts that we shall continue to exist 
as personal beings, that our conduct here will affect our con- 
dition there, and that the saints will enjoy a blissful rest 
from their labours in the presence of Christ, with the one 
single exception of 1 Peter iii, this silence is unbroken.* Yet 
this silence of the sacred writers could not have been owing 
to the want of the means of getting information, for St. 
John's Gospel not only narrates the resurrection of Lazarus 
after he had been dead four days, but it informs us that at a 
supper given to our Lord some weeks afterwards, at which 
several guests were present, of whom the narrative implies 
that the Apostles were among the number, Lazarus was one 
of those that sat at the table with Him. Did none of his 
friends during this interval, or did none of the Apostles, 
while they were sitting at the table with him, ask him about 
his experiences in the unseen world ? It is incredible, but 
that numerous questions must have been put to him respect- 
ing his condition when absent from the body. Similar oppor- 
tunities of attaining information on a subject so profoundly 
interesting must hf^ve been possessed by those who conversed 
with Dorcas, who, between her death and resurrection, must 
have passed some days in Hades. Yet with the exception of 
the above passages, respecting the secrets of the unseen 
world the sacred writers are profoundly silent. 

Nor is reason capable of throwing any additional light on 
this subject. The cause of this is obvious, for we have no 
data on which to reason. Thus while we know that we are 
personal beings, we are ignorant as to what constitutes per- 

* The contrast between the silence of the ^mten of the Kew Testament 
respecting the unseen world, and the minute descriptions given of it in the 
Koran, is very striking. Writers of fiction would most assuredly have had 
much to say respecting the condition of the departed. 
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sonality. "We know that we are beings possessed of consci- 
ousness and free agency ; but what consciousness and free 
agency are in themselves we know nothing. We know that 
there is a most intimate connection between our conscious 
personality and our bodily organism, and that they mutually 
act and re-act on one another ; but how the former exists 
when separated from the latter, whether it is capable of hold- 
ing any /jommunication with the universe outside ourselves ; 
how the motions of the one are translated into the sensations 
and thoughts of the other ; or what a being who is capable of 
consciousness and thought is in itself, as distinguished from 
one which is incapable of either, no effort of our mental 
powers is able to discover. This being so, in the silence 
alike of reason and revelation, every theory which has been 
propounded on this subject rests on no certain or trustworthy 
foundation. Nor does the supposed psychology of the New 
Testament ftimish us with any data through which, by any 
exertion of our reasoning powers, we can penetrate into the 
secrets of the imseen world. 

We now come to the most striking position of the New 
Testament on this subject, viz. its promise of a bodily resur- 
rection as the consummation of the highest hopes and aspira- 
tions of man. I understand this promise to mean that a 
time is coming in the future when the human personality, 
which has been separated by death from that bodily frame- 
work through which alone during its existence here its 
activities were capable of being manifested, will receive a 
material organism of a different order and character, which 
in the case of the holy will be fitted for the exercise of the 
higher, i,e, the rational, spiritual, and moral activities of man, 
and in which the lower or animal propensities will become 
extinct. With respect to the wicked, although it aflSrms 
their resurrection, it is silent as to the nature of their 
bodily environment The striking fact is that it is to a 

N 
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resurrection and to a judgment following it, as distinct firom 
a condition of happiness or misery of the personality in the 
underworld, that the hopes of saints and the fears of sinners 
are uniformly directed by the writers of the New Testament. 
Of its numerous utterances on this subject, I quote the 
following as examples : — 

" Marvel not at this ; for the hour cometh, in which all 
that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth ; they that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done ill imto th^ resurrection of 
judgment." (John v. 28, 29.) 

" For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father, 
with his angels, and then shall he render to every man 
according to his deeds." (Matt. xvi. 27.) 

" For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them that fall asleep, that ye sorrow not even as the rest that 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them that are fallen asleep in Jesus shall God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we that are alive, and are left unto the coming 
of the Lord, shall in no wise precede them that are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend firom heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God ; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that are alive 
and are left shall together with them be caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words." (1 Thess. iv. 13—180 

" For our citizenship is in heaven ; firom whence also we 
wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall fashion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed 
to the body of his glory, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subject all things unto himself." (Phil. iii. 
20, 21.) 
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And still later, shortly before the Apostle's death — 

" I have fought a good fight ; I have finished the course ; 
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me in that day, and not to me only, but 
also to all them that love his appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) 

It was to the resurrection, then, that the Apostle's hopes 
were directed as being the consummation of his highest aspira- 
tions, even when in the immediate prospect of death, although, 
as we have seen, he was firmly persuaded that immediately 
after death he would pass from his earthly tabernacle into 
the presence of his Lord. 

Such is the position which the resurrection holds in the 
New Testament in relation to a future state. In thus resting 
the realisation of the highest aspirations of man on the 
promise of a resurrection instead of on the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul, or even on its survival after the death 
of the body, the writers ran counter to the entire course of 
ancient philosophic thought. Oriental philosophy, and the 
various systems connected with it, viewed the cessation of 
personal existence and absorption into the to irav — i,e. the 
sum total of all things, which was the only deity recognised 
by Pantheism — as the highest object of human desira It 
therefore viewed the separate existence of the soul and its 
union with a material organism — for according to its prin- 
ciples matter was the source whence all evil sprang — as a 
dire misfortune; and it enforced on its disciples, as the highest 
duty which they owed to themselves, a most determined effort 
to release themselves from its thraldom. This some tried to 
bring about by abstraction and lofty contemplation, and 
others by torturing the body; but both sought to effect the 
same result, though by means widely diflfering. 

But while the philosophic schools of the Grecian world, with 
which Christianity came into more immediate contact, held> 

n2 
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with one or two exceptions, the doctrine of the immortality 
of the soul ; yet its professors viewed the body as the soul's 
prison-house, and they would have considered its future 
union with a bodily organism, after it had been once liberated 
from it, as the greatest of calamities. Its present union with 
the body they viewed as the great obstacle to the attainment 
of the knowledge of the realities of things, of which know- 
ledge, in its embodied state, it could only contemplate the im- 
perfect shadows, but when liberated from the body the soul 
would then return to its proper sphere, and would hold com- 
munion with eternal truth. Such were the general views of 
the Platonic schools. The Epicureans and the Sceptics, on 
the contrary, held that death was the extinction of the entire 
man, and that after death he had nothing either to hope for 
or to fear. We need not, therefore, wonder, when St. Paul 
asserted in the presence of his Athenian audience that God 
had appointed a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness, by the man whom He hath ordained, whereof 
He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised 
Him from the dead, that some mocked, and others said, 
" We will hear thee concerning this matter yet again," and 
that his converts were few ; for the doctrine of a resurrection 
not only stood in opposition to their entire course of philo- 
sophic thought, but had nothing in common with the popular 
beliefe. 

In propounding a doctrine of a future state, in which 
the personality will again manifest its activities through the 
instrumentality of a material organism, Qiristianity has gone 
far to meet some of the difficulties which have been urged by 
modem thought, and it may even be said to have gone half 
way to meet the objections of modem materialistic philo- 
sophy. What does this doctrine mean ? That the perfection 
of man does not consist in a condition in which he wiU exist 
in a disembodied state, but in one in which he will be united 
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to a material organism. The vital question is now no 
longer about the separate existence of the soul, and its 
powers of thinking and acting in a disembodied state. The 
endless metaphysics which such subjects involve we need 
discuss no longer, for that alone which Christianity stands 
pledged to is the reproduction of the entire man. Who that 
believes that there is a God who made the universe will 
venture to assert that such a reproduction is beyond His 
power, or that He has not the means of maintaining the per- 
sonality in existence in the interval which will elapse between 
death and the final and glorious manifestation of the kingdom 
of Christ ? 

Let us now briefly consider its positions respecting the 
resurrection body. 

1. Our Lord affirms that in the resurrection men will 
neither marry nor be given in marriage ; that they will be 
equal to the angels ; and that the resurrection body will be 
no more subject to death. From these assertions we are 
justified in arriving at the conclusion that our present animal 
nature will then cease to exist. 

2. St. Paul informs us that at the resurrection the body 
of our humiliation will be fashioned anew, that it may be 
conformed to the body of Christ's glory. The reader should 
observe that the Apostle does not call our present body, as 
the Authorised Version represents him as doing, "a vile 
body." The Greek is to awfia rij^ ra'jreipwaew^, which the 
Revised Version correctly renders, the body of our humilia- 
tion, i,e. a body suited to our condition as animals.* 

* On this point it wiU be interesting to refer to an incident told by Miss 
Whately in connection with the death of her father, the ArchbiBhop of Dublin, 
in her published biography of him. He had been enffering from an ulcer in his leg, 
which occasioned him sufferings so severe that he earnestly prayed that he might 
die. At length his prayer was granted, and the ulcer broke. Shortly before he 
expired, when from weakness he was scarcely able to speak distinctly, his chap- 
lain read to him his &iTourite chapter, Bom. viii., and concluded by reading the 
two yenes I have abore quoted, from Phil. iiL, as they stand in the Anthoxised 
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3. While the New Testament implies that our resurrection 
bodies will in some way be connected with our present 
bodies, it nowhere affirms that they will consist of the same 
numerical particles. On the contrary, St. Paul tells us that 
they will have no closer relation to them than the germ in 
the seed bears to the future plant. This affirmation of the 
Apostle frees us from the difficulties which arise from the 
fact that our present bodies are in such a state of continual 
flux, that within a comparatively short space of time every 
particle which composes them is changed. All that the 
promise of a resurrection demands is, that the personality, 
which really constitutes, the man, should be reinvested with 
some kind of material organism. It has been urged that 
it is necessary that the same particular body should be 
raised, in order that inasmuch as it has formed one complex 
being with the soul, it should share with it in reward or 
punishment. But what is the body taken by itself? It is 
a mere organism, incapable of doing either right or wrong, 
the mere instrument through which the personality and 
the animal passions act, being purely passive until it is 
united with one or more of those principles which in our 
ignorance of their real nature we designate by the words, 
life, instinct, soul, mind, or spirit The particles of matter, 
therefore, which at different periods of our existence have 
composed our bodies, have had no responsibility for our ac- 
tions, and being thus irresponsible, it is a matter of indiffer- 

Version, in which the words occur, ** our vile body." He was understood to say, 
that he would have the right thing read to him. It was supposed that he meant 
that he would have the passage read to him in the Ghreek ; but as no Greek 
Testament could be found in the sick man*s chamber, it occurred to the chaplain 
what it was which had pained the dying man, and going to the bed, he recited 
the entire passage as I have quoted it above. * * For our citizenship is in heaven ; 
from whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chxist : who shall fisishion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of his 
g^oiy, according to the working whereby he is able even to subject all things 
unto himself." "That is right," said the archbishop, even when dying from a 
painful ulcer ; ** there is nothing vile which God has made." 
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ence out of what material particles our resurrection bodies 
will be composed. 

4. The same Apostle informs us that the resurrection body 
will be organised in a wholly different manner from our 
present earthly ones. Bodies may be organised in different 
ways suited for the various conditions of life for which they 
are intended. Thus man's present organism is one suited to 
the conditions of his present mode of existence ; so also are 
those of the different classes of animals, as for instance 
those of beasts, birds, and fishes, which are framed in refer- 
ence to the conditions of their respective lives. In a similar 
manner the resurrection body will be fitted to the conditions 
of the resurrection life. According to his statements, our 
resurrection bodies, compared with our present bodies, will 
present the following contrasts : — 

1. Our present bodies are subject to decay, disease, and 
death, and even apart from disease they are so constituted 
that they will ultimately wear out. From all these things 
our resurrection bodies will be free ; i.e. they will be so con- 
stituted as to be incapable of corruption. 

2. Our present bodies are composed of flesh and blood ; 
by the. latter of which their waste is constantly being re- 
paired by means of elements which are introduced into them 
from our food. Our resurrection bodies will consist of 
neither ; and will not, therefore, not being subject to waste, 
stand in need of constant reparation. 

3. Our present bodies are comparatively weak, and are 
easily capable of exhaustion. Our resurrection bodies will 
be fitted to be the instruments of the most powerful activities 
of our spiritual, intellectual, and moral being, free from weak- 
ness and weariness. 

4. Our present bodies are fitted to be the instrumentality 
through which our animal nature acts. Our resurrection 
bodies will be fitted to be the instruments of the activities of 
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the highest faculties of man, the action of which our bodies, 
as they are at present constituted, hinder and impede ; or, to 
adopt the language of the Apostle, our present bodies are 
animal bodies (^i;^'^'^ euf/jiara), and connect us with the lower 
orders of creation ; our resurrection bodies will be spiritual 
bodies (Tri/eviAariKa), and will connect us with the higher. 
The respective meanings of -^vxv* '^vx^'cd^, and Tri/eu/io, tti/cw- 
fxariKo^y we will consider in the next chapter. I shall, 
therefore, conclude this part of our investigation with quot- 
ing the Apostle's final description of the resurrection state — 

" For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. But when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that 
is written. Death is swallowed up in victory. death, where 
is thy victory ! death, where is thy sting !" 

Kespecting the employments of the saints in the resurrection 
state Scripture is silent. All, therefore, that we can learn 
respecting them is by inference from the description given 
by St Paul of the nature of the resurrection body and its 
adaptation to be the instrument of the being which inhabits 
it. On this point, therefore, we must rest content with the 
assurance of our Lord, his Apostle, and the Psalmist — 

" I go to prepare a place for you ; and if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I come again and will receive you to 
myself, that where I am there ye may be also.'* 

" Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet 
made manifest what we shall be. We know that if he shall 
be made manifest, we shall be like him ; for we shall see 
him, even as he is." 

" In thy presence is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Tbrminoloot, ob thb Mb^nino of thb Lanotjaob, bmplotbd bt thb 

WrITBBS of thb KbW TB6TAMENT BBSPEGTIlfO FVTUBB BbTKIBVTION. 

Before we can enter on an investigation as to what is the 
teaching of the New Testament respecting a future state of 
retribution, it will be necessary to consider the general 
character of the language which is employed by its writers, 
and the meaning of the terminology which they use respect- 
ing it. The English reader is in constant danger, in studying 
the Authorised Version of the New Testament, of attaching 
to its terminology the meaning which the English words into 
which the corresponding Greek ones have been translated 
bear in popular theology, and thus of reading his own pre- 
conceived conceptions into the sacred writings. One re- 
markable instance, out of numerous others, will suffice as an 
illustration. The Greek word Kpiai<: is not unfrequently 
translated in the Authorised Version by the English word 
" danmation." Respecting the precise meaning of this word 
at the time of the translators there maybe some doubt, but 
it is now popularly understood to mean an existence in never- 
ending misery. Of such a meaning the Greek word Kplai^ 
contains no hint, and the Revisers have done well in having 
removed the word " damnation " out of the Revised Version, 
and in rendering this and other kindred terms by the word 
"judgment," or some similar expression. Our object, there- 
fore, must be to ascertain the meaning which the sacred 
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writers intended to convey by their terminology, and also that 
which they knew would be attached to it by those whom they 
were addressing. This, and not the technical senses which 
popular theology has attached to their English counterparts 
is, I contend, their only true meaning. It should be ob- 
served, inasmuch as the Epistles of the New Testament are 
addressed to particular Churches, and obviously with the 
intention that they should be read to their respective mem- 
bers, that in endeavouring to ascertain the meaning of the 
terms employed, we must not only consider the peculiar vmls 
loquendA of the author, but also the sense which those to 
whom they were addressed were certain to attach to the terms 
employed. It is always to be presumed that the writer of a 
letter uses words in a sense which he knows will be attached 
to them by his correspondents, i.e. in the ordinary meaning 
of the words, and not in a sense which is peculiar to himself. 
I make this observation because in expounding St. Paul's 
epistles importance is often attached to certain expressions in 
them as having a sense which was peculiar to the Apostle ; 
whereas if he had used words in senses peculiar to himself, 
he would have meant one thing by them, and those whom 
he was addressing would have understood another. Writers 
of letters, unless they wish to be obscure, write in language 
such as they feel assured will be intelligible to those to 
whom they write. 

The Greek of the New Testament is the vernacular Greek 
which was spoken in those places which had been Hellenised 
by the conquests of Alexander the Great, and was in exten- 
sive use in no small portion of the Oriental world. This form 
of Greek was that used by the Jews of the dispersion, and 
into it the Scriptures of the Old Testament had been trans- 
lated at least a hundred and fifty years prior to the Advent. 
It is commonly called Hellenistic Greek, which, in contra- 
distinction to the Greek in ordinary use, may be briefly des- 
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cribed as Hebrew thought expressed in Greek words. The 
meaning of the words, however, is the same as that which 
they bear in ordinary vernacular Greek, unless the context 
shows that the author intended to use them in a special 
sense, which was also understood in this special sense by those 
whom he was addressing. Otherwise the writings would 
have failed to have conveyed to the latter the meaning in- 
tended by the writer. The chief characteristic of this form 
of Greek is its simplicity of construction, which has rendered 
the New Testament capable of being nearly literally, yet 
intelligibly, translated into that multitude of languages 
in which it now exists ; whereas a literal translation of the 
great classical Greek writers would be almost unintelligible to 
the ordinary English reader.* 

Its language, with the exception of what are called its 
Hebraisms, is essentially popular. It contains no scientific 
or technical terms. The members of the Apostolic Churches 
were composed for the most part of the trading classes and of 
slaves, and consisted of Greek-speaking Jews and Gentiles, 
whose numbers in some churches were evenly balanced, while 
in others one or other of these elements formed a consider- 
able majority. The Apostolic writings were intended beyond 
all question to be intelligible to those to whom they were 
addressed. Thus St. Paul takes it for granted that his 
epistles would be read publicly in the churches, and in the 
First Epistle to the Thessalonians, he gives special directions 
that it should be read " to all the holy brethren," He must, 
therefore, have assumed that the terminology which he em- 
ployed would have been thoroughly intelligible to the mem- 

* If the reader is curious on this subject, he wiU find a striking examplo of 
what I say in Hobbes's translation of Thucydides. The translation is nearly 
literal, but the speeches, which are very numerous, are not only very painful 
reading, but scarcely intelligible to the ordinary reader. The difference in 
point of intelligibility between them and the most abstract writing in the New 
Testament is striking. 
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bers of this Church, the majority of whom consisted of Glentiles 
who had been converted from heathenism a Kttle over a year 
prior to the date of the Apostle's letter, and who must have 
understood his Greek in the sense which it bore in the 
vernacular.* A similar observation is true of the other 
epistles of the Apostle. They were intended to be read 
publicly in the different Churches. This being so, the Greek in 
which he wrote them could not have contained a number of 
technicalities intelligible only to himself and a small body of 
the members of these churches, but was Greek as it was 
spoken and understood by the trading and lower classes — for 
of such the Apostolic Churches were almost exclusively com- 
posed — ^in such places as Thessalonica, Corinth, Rome, 
Galatia, Philippi, Ephesus, and Colosse. If the Apostle 
attached a meaning to a word which those whom he addressed 
did not understand by it, it would have been absolutely 
necessary for him to have given some intimation of the 
peculiar sense in which he used it, if he meant his communi- 
cations to be intelligible. 

It is necessary that the nature of the Apostle's terminology 
should be clearly imderstood, because it has been assumed 
that several of the words used respecting future retribution 
bear a technical sense in the New Testament. Thus, for 
example, it has been maintained by one side of this contro- 
versy that ** destruction," and words of similar import must 
necessarily mean annihilation, and by the other, a never- 
ending life in torment All the Greek words thus translated 
are wide in their signification, like our corresponding English 
ones; and among their many meanings, the precise one 

* I have made this observation, because the short time which had elapsed 
between the foundation of this Church and the composition of the Epistle ren- 
ders it impossible that its terminology could have acquired a special technical 
sense during so brief an interval The Epistle itself makes it evident that 
although this Church was composed partially of Jews, the majority of its mem- 
bers consisted of recently converted Gentiles, whose acquaintance with the 
Septuagint version of the Old Testament must have been indefinitely small. 
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which an apostolic writer intended to convey can only be 
determined by a careful consideration of the context in which 
it stands, and of the general usage of the word in question. 
Keeping these observations in view, we will now consider the 
meaning which the most important words which are used in 
connection with the subject we are now considering bear in 
the Apostolic writings. 

I. Tlvevfjuiy ^ux^> ewfia, usually translated, spirit, soul, and 
body. 

A clear apprehension of the various senses in which these 
words are used by the sacred writers is important, because 
several attempts have been made, to elaborate a psychology of 
man on the assumption that they are used by them with 
something like philosophical precision, and therefore to base 
certain doctrines connected with this subject on this as a 
foundation. Of these the best known is the theory called 
" The tripartite nature of man," which aflSrms that man (per- 
haps I should rather say, the regenerate man), is composed of 
three distinct essences, body, soul, and spirit — a kind of 
trinity in unity. The text which is usually adduced in proof 
of this is the following passage of St. Paul : — 

" And the Qod of peace sanctify you wholly ; and may 
your spirit, soul, and body be preserved entire without blame 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it." (1 Thess. v. 23, 24.) 

On the strength of this passage it has been affirmed that 
an inspired Apostle teaches that man consists of three dis- 
tinct parts, viz. body, soul, and spirit, or at least that such is 
the composition of the regenerate man ; and most important 
theories have been erected on this as a foundation. 

The objection against the assumption that St. Paul in- 
tended in this passage to teach a psychology of man which 
should be philosophically accurate, is a very obvious one. 
The passage is a prayer for the complete sanctification of his 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 FUTURE BETIIIBUTIOX. 

Thessalonian converts, and their preservation in holiness 
unto the coming of Jesus Christ It is therefore incredihle 
that in such a prayer he shoald have intended to elaborate a 
philosophical psychology of man. On similar grounds we 
might be equally justified in affirming that our Lord, in the 
following utterance, teaches that man consists of four prin- 
ciples, viz. heart, soul, mind, and strength ; for, on being 
questioned which commandment is the first of all, He 
answers — 

" The first is. Hear, Israel ; The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one ; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength." (Mark xii. 29, 30.) 

The fact is, that in both passages the thing dealt with is 
practical and not philosophical truth, and the words used are 
the words which were current among ordinary Greek-speaking 
people to denote various aspects of the entire man, without 
any regard to whether they did or did not constitute an accu- 
rate psychology. But as these terms are frequently used by 
the apostolic writers in connection with this subject, it will 
be necessary to give a careful consideration to the sense in 
which they use them. 

First, TTvev/Jia, spirit. 

The following are the meanings which this word bears in 
the New Testament : — 

1. It is applied to God himself. " God," says our Lord, 
^* is a spirit" 

2. In the same passage in which it is thus used as 
descriptive of the Divine nature, it is also employed to describe 
those higher affections in man through the active exercise of 
which he can alone render an acceptable worship to God. 

"And they that worship him," adds our Lord, "must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." 

The point of contrast here intended to be brought out is 
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between such worship and the ritualism and localism of the 
worship rendered to God under the Jewish dispensation. 

3. It is used as the designation of the Comforter, whom 
our Lord promised to send to his disciples after his removal 
from them. Thus our Lord designates him, — 

"The Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father." 
(John XV. 26.) 

4. It is used to denote that state of mind which is capable 
of appreciating the higher forms of Christian teaching, as 
contrasted with its elementary principles. 

" I speak imto you," says St Paul, " not as unto spiritual 
but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ. I fed you with 
milk and not with meat, for ye were not yet able to bear it ; 
nay, not even now are ye able." (1 Cor. iii. 1, 2.) 

It will hardly be contended that the Apostle considered 
those whom he here designates as carnal to be devoid of what 
is called spirit, or of spiritual life ; yet such they must have 
been if the words are used with strict philosophical precision. 

5. As a description of our Lord's teaching, as contrasted 
with teaching which is mere legalism, literalism, and ritualism. 
Thus he says : — 

"It is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth 
nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit, 
and are life." (John vl 63.) 

6. As a condition of the human mind, in which its higher 
aflfections are in active exercise while its intellectual powers 
are in abeyance. Thus St. Paul writes : — 

" Yea, if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth but my 
understanding (i/ow) is unfruitful I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also. I will 
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding 
also." (1 Cor. xiv. 14, 15.) 

It follows, therefore, that those who affirm from 1 Thess. v. 
23, 24, that St. Paul teaches that man consists of three 
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separate entities, body, soul, and spirit, would be justified 
from these words in adding on a fourth, viz. understanding 
(yovs), for, taken literally, they aflSrm that spirit (mevfui) 
and understanding (yow), as they exist in man, are two 
principles distinct from each other. The truth is that the 
Apostle is alluding to that abnormal mental condition 
designated ecstacy, in which, while some of our mental 
fiaculties are apparently asleep, others are in active operation. 
Of this we who do not fedl into the ecstatic state have some 
experience in dreams. 

7. As an influence which is exerted on the mind. Thus 
the Apostle writes : — 

" God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear, unto this day." 
(Rom. X. 18.) 

So also he writes to the Corinthians : — 

" I verily, being absent in body but present in spirit, have 
already, as though I were present, judged him that hath 
so wrought this thing." (1 Cor. v. 3.) 

8. In the following passage it stands for the whole of the 
mental powers, including the principle of animal life : — 

" And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was 
dead. But he, taking her by the hand, called, saying. 
Maiden, arise : and her spirit returned, and she rose up imme- 
diately, and he conunanded that something should be given 
her to eat." (Luke viii. 53 — 55.) 

9. As that in man which survives the death of the bodv, 
i.e. our conscious personality. Thus St Stephen prayed 
immediately before his death, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit." 

10. The primary meaning of 'irvevfia, as given in Greek 
lexicons, is wind or breath ; its secondary ones are life, soul, 
spirit. In the following utteiwice of our Lord we have it 
used in its highest and lowest sense in the same sentence : — 
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** The wind [to 7ri/ei;/ia] bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the voice thereof but knowest not whence it cometh 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is bom of the 
Spirit" (Ik rod Hvev/JLaro*;). (John iii. 8.) 

Feeling the difficulty of assigning two diflferent meanings 
to the same word in the same sentence, the Revisers have 
given as an alternative marginal rendering, "The Spirit 
breatheth." Our Lord's utterance will then run thus : — 

** The Spirit breatheth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
his voice, but knowest not whence he cometh or whither he 
goeth ; so is every one that is bom of the Spirit/* 

The reader will, I think, be of opinion that this rendering 
deprives the comparison, " so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit," of all meaning. 

11. The word Trpevfxa, with the addition of the word 
"unclean," though occasionally without it, is habitually used 
as descriptive of the. nature of those beings whom the Gospels 
designate 8(u/xoi/at, rendered in both versions "devils," but 
correctly in the margin of the Revised Version, "demons ;" 
as, for example, " unclean spirits, or the spirit of an unclean 
demon." The word Trvev/xa, as thus applied, is devoid 
of every conception connected with holiness. Respecting 
the mode in which these demons exist the New Testa- 
ment is silent ; but it implies that they are disembodied 
spirits, and that there is a strong desire on their part to 
enter into men and animals, and to use their bodily and 
their nervous organisations for their own evil purposes. It 
is remarkable that the word Tri/ctJ/io, spirit, is only once, and 
that in a passage of doubtful meaning, applied to an angel,* 
the same writer carefully distinguishing between them and 
the spirits of just men made perfect. 

Such are the various senses which the apostolic writers and 

* " Who maketh liis angels (xviv/iara) spirits," or as in the Eevised Version, 
« winds." (lloh. i. 7.) 

O 
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the Greek -speaking members of the diflferent Churches 
attached to the word irvevfia. It is evident, therefore, that 
its meaning in any particular passage can only be determined 
firom the context. It is, in fact, used in its popular meaning 
and not in an exclusive or scientific sense. 

Next, the word ^vxv- 

This word is generally rendered, both in the Authorised 
and the Revised Versions, " soul," and occasionally " life," 
though the word -^vxitco^y which is directly derived from 
it and expresses its adjective meaning, is translated in both 
versions by the word *' natural." The ambiguity of this last 
word may be judged from the fact that Webster's Dictionary 
assigns to it no less than fourteen meanings, none of which 
precisely correspond with that of the word -^uxiko^. The 
fact is, that while the Greek of the New Testament has the 
words -^irx^iKo^, and 'KvevfiariKo^ to express the adjective sense 
of -^vx^j and 'nvevfia respectively, the English has only 
" spiritual " to express that of spirit, but no corresponding 
adjective to express that of souL This is unfortunate, for 
from the word " natural," which is the translation of the 
word -^lyyjLKo^ in both versions, many doctrinal inferences 
have been drawn which the word thus translated by no 
means justifies. The word -^vxVy soul, bears a very wide 
meaning in the New Testament; equally wide, therefore, 
must be that of its adjective, ^uyjLKo^^ to which the English 
has no corresponding word ; and to express its meaning it 
would be necessary to invent such a word as " soulual," which 
would stand in the same relation to soul as the word spiritual 
does to spirit ; whereas the translation of the word -^uyjLKo^ 
by " natural," leads the English reader to mistake the Apostle's 
meaning. I will now adduce examples of the various senses 
in which these words are used by the sacred writers. 

In the Gospels the word -^v^ri (soul) is used to denote, 
first, that in man which is capable of existing separate from 
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the body ; secondly, the bodily life itself ; thirdly, both the 
one and the other in the same sentence. 

Of the first of these tho following are examples : — 

" Be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul (^ux^) ; but rather fear him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna." (Matt x. 28.) 

In this passage the soul is not only contrasted with the 
bodily life, but is spoken of as something which is capable 
of existing separate from the body, and as containing the per- 
sonality. Men can kill the one, but they cannot kill the 
other. 

" My soul (-^vxv) doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
('nyevfia) hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." (Luke L 46, 47.) 

In this passage the words ^^uxij* soul, and Trvevfia, spirit, 
are evidently used as synonymous in meaning, each denot- 
ing the personality, including the reasoning powers and the 
higher affections of the mind. 

" Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden 
and I will give, you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, ... and ye shall find rest unto your souls " (^uxcuV). 
(Matt xi. 28, 29.) Here, again, the word ^ux^/, soul, is used 
to denote the entire personality. 

2. In the following passage it evidently denotes the bodily 
life only : — 

" Be ye not anxious for your life (-^vxv)* what ye shall 
eat or what ye shall drink, nor for your body what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life {^vxv) more than the food, and 
the body than the raiment ?" (Matt vi. 25.) 

3. In the following utterances the word -^uxv is used in 
a more popular sense to denote in one part of the same sen- 
tence the bodily life, and in another part of it the per- 
sonality : — 

"Whosoever would save his life i^vx^i^) shall lose it, 
but whosoever shall lose his life {y^vxv^) for my sake shall 

o2 
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find it. For what shall a man be profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and forfeit his life (-^vxv^), or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his life (:>^vxv^) ?" (Matt xvL 
25, 26.) 

In St. Luke's Gospel this utterance is reported thus : — 
"For whosoever would save his life ('^vxv^) shall lose 
it, but whosoever shall lose his life {'>^uxvp) for my sake 
the same shall save it. For what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world and lose or forfeit his own self ? " (Luke 
ix. 24, 25.) 

St. Luke's report of this utterance, therefore, renders it 
certain that the word -^vxtj is used in the first part of the 
utterance, as recorded by St. Matthew, to denote the bodily 
life, and in the second part the personality, " his own self '* 
being used as the equivalent of the -^vxv of St Matthew, 
the one being that which man can destroy and the other that 
which he cannot. 

"He that loveth his life (^vxw) ^^^es it, and he that 
hateth his life (yp^vxv^) i^ this world shall keep it {aim)v} 
unto life {^m]v) eternal." "Now is my soul (:^vxv) troubled, 
and what shall I say ? Father, save me from this hour." 
(John xii. 25, 27.) 

In this utterance the word -^vxVy hi the two first places 
where it is used, unquestionably means the bodily life and 
nothing more ; but in the third (avrrjv) it is used to de- 
note something which does not perish at death, which will 
be preserved unto life eternal (ei? ^wyv aiwviov) ; and in 
the fourth it can mean nothing less than our Lord's entire 
humanity. Thus in the account of the agony in the garden 
we read — 

" My soul (-^^x^) ^^ exceeding sorrowful even unto death." 

What was thus sorrowful ? Surely not our Lord's bodily 

life, but his human spirit ; that soul of which he had before 

affirmed that those who were able to kill the body had no 
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more that they could do, for they were not able to kill the 
soul. 

Similarly wide is its use in the other writings of the New 
Testament. Thus we read in the Acts of the Apostles — 

"And there were added unto them on that day three 
thousand souls" (-fyxcu). (Acts iL 41.) 

" Now the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one souL" (Acts iv. 32.) 

" Confirming the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and that through many tribulations, 
they must enter into the kingdom of God." (Acts xiv. 22.) 

In each of these passages it is evidently used to denote 
the entire man, including the personality, and the higher 
aflfections ; and the idea of the bodily life seems not to have 
entered into the writer's thoughts But in the two following 
it denotes life in the popular sense of that word : — 

" I perceive that this voyage wiU be attended with injury 
and much loss, not only to the lading of the ship, but also 
to our lives (^ux^O* (Acts xxvii 10.) 

" And now I exhort you to be of good cheer, for there 
shall be no loss of life (^vxt/?) among you, but only of the 
ship." (Acts xxvii. 22.) 

Yet in the same chapter the word is used to denote the 
entire man : — 

** And there were in the ship two hundred three score and 
sixteen souls" (^uxat). (Acts xxvii. 37.) 

So also in the Epistles, St. James thus writes : — 

" Wherefore putting away all filthiness and overflowing of 
wickedness, receive with meekness the implanted word, which 
is able to save your souls" (-^ux^O- (Ja^a^ i- 21.) 

Here it obviously means a man's self. But in the follow- 
ing passage it is used to denote life and life only : — 

" Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow, for 
what is your life? {-^\yx?i) for ye are as a vapour that 
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appeaxeth for a little time and then vanisheth away/* (James 
iv. 14.) 

St. Peter, on the other hand, uses it to denote that in man 
which survives the death of the body. Thus he writes : — 

" On whom though now ye see him not, yet believing ye 
rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiv- 
ing the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls " 
{ylrux^v). (1 Peter I 8, 9.) 

" Seeing ye have purified your souls (^uxa?) in your obe- 
dience to the truth unto imfeigned love of the brethren." 
(1 Peter i. 22.) - 

" Beloved, I beseech you, as sojourners and pilgrims, to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul'* 
(iruXV^). (1 Peter ii. 11.) 

In this last quotation, instead of including man's animal 
nature imder the word ^i^^, he expressly excludes it, desig- 
nating it by the term " fleshly lusts " which war against the 
soul. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is obviously used to 
denote man's personality without any reference to his animal 
nature. Thus the author writes : — 

" But we are not of them that shrink back unto perdition, 
but of them that have faith imto the saving of the soul" 
(y^vxv^) (Heb. x. 39), the word soul in the previous verse 
having been used in reference to God Himself. " But my 
righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrink back, my 
soul (-^vxv) hath no pleasure in him." (Heb. x. 38.) Here 
God himself is represented as the speaker. 

The use of this word in St. Paul's Epistles is extremely 
rare, occurring in five or six passages only. In each of these 
it is used to denote the entire living man. When, how- 
ever, the Apostle wishes to express the spiritual or higher 
nature of man, in contrast to his animal or lower nature, he 
for the most part makes use of the words ^vevfia, spirit, and 
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aap^, flesh, occasionally varying the former by the words 
f ttfi), life, KafXiia, heart, and <nr\ayxi/ay which, as employed 
by him, has much the same signification. But the sense 
which he has attached to the word -^uxiko?, which expresses 
the adjective meaning of -^^x^, requires a brief considera- 
tion. Thus he writes in the following passages : — 

" Now the natural (-^u^'^'^O ^^^ receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto him, and 
he cannot know them, because they are spiritually judged." 
(1 Cor. ii. 14.) 

"It is sown a natural (-^yj^i/roi/) body ; it is raised a spiritual 
(TTvevfuiriKop) body. If there is a natural (-^yx'/roi/) body, there 
is also a spiritual (-Tri/cu/xaTtiiroi/) body. So also it is written, the 
first man Adam became a living soul (el? '>p^vxrjv ^waav) ; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit (aV irpevfia ^wottolovp). 
Howbeit that is not first that is spiritual (to TrvevfuxTiKov) but 
that which is natural {'^vyjiKov)^ then that which is spiritual. 
The first man is of the earth, earthy ; the second man is from 
heaven, . . . And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this I say, 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God ; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality." (1 Cor. xv. 44 — 53.) 

It is important that the reader should observe that the 
word here given, " natural,'* in both versions by no means 
represents the meaning of the Greek ^vyjLKo^y of which it 
professes to be a translation. The words 0i(r(9 and (fyvaiico^ 
are the Gteek representatives of the English words " nature " 
and " natural ; " and with their use the writers of the New 
Testament were familiar, as is proved by the following 
examples : — 

" We, that are Jews by nature ((pvaei) and not sinners 
of the Gentiles." (GaL ii 15.) 
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"Does not nature ((l)vai^) itself teach." (1 Cor. xi. 14.) 

" Do by nature ((l)vaei) the things of the law." (Rom. 
ii. 14.) 

" The natural ((f)vaiKt)) use into that Avhich is against 
nature " iif>mLv). (Rom. L 26.) 

The above quotations prove that the words ^vyi] and 
^vyjLKo^ are used in the New Testament in a wide, popular, 
and somewhat indefinite signification, at one time denoting 
that in man which is distinct from his bodily organism, 
including his personality and his higher faculties ; at another, 
his nature as an animal. It is in this last sense in which 
it is used in the following passage : — 

" The natural " {-^v^iko^, that is the " soulual " or animal) 
" man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God," and this 
is equivalent in meaning to the words carnal or fleshly, which 
the Apostle uses in numerous places of his writings to convey 
the same idea. The carnal or animal man {^vyjLKoi) is one 
in whom the animal propensities dominate; the spiritual 
man is one in whom the will and the higher affections have 
attained the victory over man's animal nature, its propensi- 
ties and passions, and hold them in subjection. 

It is evident therefore that the English word " natural," 
which is given in both versions as the translation of the 
Greek -^y^i/roy, is a very inadequate representation of the 
Apostle's meaning in the above passages. 

What then does he mean when he speaks of our present 
body as a awfxa ^vyjiKov^ and our resurrection body as a awfM 
TTvevfiariKov 1 A -^yj^cifoi/ awfia must be a body so organised 
as to be a suitable instrument through which the principle 
designated ('^uxv) ^^^"^ manifest itself in action. To get a clear 
idea of his meaning it will be necessary to refer to his views 
respecting the condition in which the first man was created. 
Quoting Genesis il he says : — 

" The first man, Adam, became a living soul." 
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The passage in Genesis is as follows : — 

" And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul. And the Lord God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had 
formed." (Gen. ii. 7, 8.) 

The obvious meaning of these words is that Adam's body 
was formed as a mere organism out of the dust of the ground, 
and that by a special act of the Creator, " a living soul " 
(^waa -^vxij) was breathed into it ; and that the man thus 
created was placed in the garden. What portion of man's 
higher faculties were intended to be included under the 
expression " a living soul " we are not informed ; but the 
contrast which the Apostle draws between the -^uxikov (ren- 
dered natural) and the itvevixaTiKov (spiritual), in the follow- 
ing words, "Howbeit that is not first which is spiritual, 
but that which is natural " {-^v^ikov), " then that which is 
spiritual," throws some light on the sense in which he used 
them, viz. that the one denoted man united to an animal 
nature, in whom the spiritual element was comparatively 
latent; and the other denoted man, in whom the animal 
nature had passed away, and the spiritual element reigned 
supreme. 

My conclusion from the review of the above passages is, 
that the words TrveiJ/ia, spirit, and -^ux?)' ^^^> ^^ frequently 
used interchangeably to denote one and the same thing, viz. 
everything in man which distinguishes him from a mere 
animal In one respect, however, itvevfxa has a wider signi- 
fication than ^ux V> being frequently applied to God, whereas 
^vxv is only once so used ; Tn/evfia is also used as the 
designation of evil spirits, which ^^vxv never is. Li another 
respect y^uxv has a wider signification than Trvev/xa, being on 
several occasions used to denote man's present bodily life, 
which 'KvevyM never is. It is somewhat remarkable that the 



Digitized by 



Google 



202 FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 

English word " soul " bears a similarly wide signification in 
popular language, as, for instance, when we speak of a ship 
going to the bottom and every soul on board perishing. 
So St. Paul, addressing the sailors, says, " I exhort you to 
be of good cheer, for there shall be no loss of life {^vxv^) 
among you, but only of the ship." It is also worthy of 
remark that our Lord is never once represented in the 
Gospels as applying the word wevfia to man, but only ^vxv- 
He once applies -Tri/eiJ/xa to Himself when on the cross he 
uttered the words, " Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit;'* but what He there speaks of as His mvevfui, 
according to St. John, a day or two before, he designated 
His •^vx'j}. " Now is my soul (^v^v) troubled, and what 
shall I say ? Father, save me from this hour." It is im- 
possible therefore to base any theory respecting the psy- 
chology of man on the use of these words in the New Testa- 
ment. 

2a!/xa (body). 

This word in its primary signification denotes our mere 
bodily framework. It is also frequently used to include that 
principle of animal life which, when united with it, distin- 
guishes it from dead matter, and occasionally in a wider sense, 
to include the entire man. Of this last usage the following 
are examples : — 

" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies {awfuna) a living sacrifice, wholly 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." (Rom. 
xii. 1.) 

"Know ye not that your body (aw/ia) is a temple of 
the Holy Ghost, which is in you ? " (1 Cor. vi. 19.) 

But in the following passages it is used to denote man's 
animal, in contrast to his higher, nature : — 

" But I buffet my body {awfia) and bring it into subjec- 
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tion, lest by any means after I have preached to others, I 
myself should be rejected." (1 Cor. ix. 27.) 

" And if Christ be in you the body (aS/ia) is dead " (not 
that he meant devoid of life), " because of sin, but the spirit 
(TTvevfjui) is life, because of righteousness." (Rom. viii. 10.) 

But when he Avishes to express the same idea he generally 
uses the word flesh (aap^). Thus he writes : — 

" For I know that in me, i.e, in my flesh (aapKi), dwelleth 
no good thing." (Rom. vii. 18.) 

In fact, as has been already observed, throughout this 
chapter he speaks of his animal and spiritual nature as though 
they constituted in him a kind of double personality, between 
which was waged an incessant struggle for the superiority. 
Thus he writes in continuation of the above passage : — 

" For to will is present with me, but to do that which is 
good is not. For the good which I would, I do not, but the 
evil that I would not, that I practise. But if what I would 
not, that I do, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
in me. I find then the law, that to me who would do good, 
evil is present. But I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man ; but I see a different law in my members war- 
ring against the law of my mind" (pov^) — surely pov^ must be 
here intended to include not only intellect but conscience also 
— " and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin, which 
is in my members. wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death. I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So, then, I myself with the mind 
(yov^) serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of 
sin." (Rom. vii. 18—25.) 

My general conclusion, therefore, is that it is impossible 
from the use of these terms in the New Testament to pro- 
poimd a theory of the psychology of man. None of them, 
as the above citations prove, are used with strict scientific 
precision, or as denoting separate entities which conjointly 
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compose the man, but in the wide and indefinite sense 
which they bear in ordinary Greek. Its aflSrmations assure 
us of two things, and of two things only : — 

First, that holy men will certainly enjoy a happy conscious 
existence after death. 

Secondly, that at some period of the future th^y will be 
united to a material organism, called by St. Paul a spiritual 
body, which will be an instrument adapted for the exercise 
of man's highest intellectual powers and the most exalted 
affections of his spiritual and moral nature. 

II. — ^The words alwv (seon), alwvio^, Koafio^ (cosmos), &c. 

These words are in very frequent use in the New Testa- 
ment in coimection with the subject we are considering. In 
the Authorised Version the translation of the two first is not 
imfrequently misleading ; and it is to be regretted that even 
the Revisers, while they have corrected some of the inaccu- 
rate renderings of the Authorised Version, have allowed them- 
selves to use English words which imperfectly represent the 
meaning of the Greek ; and this occasionally in direct viola- 
tion of their own rule to translate the same Greek word by 
the same English one, unless the sense of the passage renders 
it necessary to do otherwise ; for example, in the case of 
^vxVf ^ ^^ ^^^ seen above. Of this fault their rendering 
of alwi/ and scoaixo^, in the parable of the tares, by the same 
English word is a striking example, leading to an absolute 
misrepresentation of the sense. 

The word ala}v means an age — i,e. a limited period of time 
of indeterminate length, it may be long or it may be short, 
from which it passes off to denote a dispensation — and alwvio^ 
is an adjective which stands in the same relation to it as 
irvGOfwrriKo^ does to mvGUfjjiy and ^uyjKo^ to "^vxt). It is 
never used to denote the world in which we live, though it 
has been not unfrequently rendered by the word "world" 
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even by the Revisers, who, when they have so done, have put 
the word "age," its true meaning, into the margin as an 
alternative rendering. The sacred writers, be it observed, 
were in the habit of dividing the past and the future into 
a number of ages or dispensations, one of which was — 

The Jewish age, or dispensation. 

Another — 

The Christian age, or the present kingdom of God in its 
incipient and progressive state, under which we are now 
living. 

Another — 

That same kingdom when it shall have realised the pur- 
poses of its institution ; 

And a fourth — 

When the Son shall have resigned this kingdom to God, 
even the Father. 

It is also even used to denote a short period of time, as 
when the Apostle writes, " Who hath delivered us from the 
present evil age," i,e, from the moral and spiritual corruption 
of the times during which he was then living. 

But the words in question are not confined to these definite 
meanings; they are frequently used indefinitely. Thus we 
read of " the ages ;" and when the sacred writers wish to speak 
of periods of very prolonged duration they use the words 
** the ages of the ages " (ol alwve? rwv atwvwv), words which 
are rendered in both versions " for ever and ever," but in the 
Revised Version usually with the caution in the margin that 
their strict translation is, " to the ages of ages." Towards the 
end of the Apostolic age and in the times which followed it 
the word alwv (aeon) had passed off in the hands of a set of 
philosophic dreamers to denote not periods of time but a set 
of beings, who were supposed to be emanations from the 
primal Deity, who occupied an intermediate place between 
Him and the universe of matter, in which they placed the 
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origin of evil These aBons constituted a very numerous 
family, of whom the Demiurge, the Creator of this present 
world, and who was the most remote from the primal Deity, 
was one, and the Christ another, who united Himself to the 
human Jesus at the time of His baptism, and very ungener- 
ously deserted Him at the time of His crucifixion. But of 
these airy speculations the New Testament contains no trace. 

The word alwy in the singular, its plural, cu'oJi/e?, and even the 
far stronger term, L^ rom alwva^ rwv aiwywi/, " to the ages of 
the ages," are never the precise equivalent of duration without 
limits. Our conception of that which we designate eternity 
is a negative one, and denotes duration devoid of all limita- 
tions, or one which has never had a beginning and which will 
never have an end ; whereas, the fundamental conception of 
the Greek alwvy " age," involves the idea of limitation, and 
its indefinite multiplication, " ages of ages," like our English 
expression " millions of millions," really denotes only a finite 
quantity ; for, however extended such periods may be, a time 
must come when they will have an end. Yet when this 
period, however inconceivably vast, has reached its termina- 
tion, we shall be no nearer the end of that which we designate 
eternity than when these ages of ages first began. Putting 
the matter briefly, it is simply impossible that the same word 
can denote duration which is limited and duration which is 
limitless. 

Practical as was the purpose of the Apostolic writers, it 
may be a question whether our modem philosophic con- 
ception of eternity ever entered into their minds. With 
them the great alwv was the age to come, or iJie Measicmic 
age. This formed the perspective of their thoughts respect- 
ing duration, and beyond its horizon they scarcely ever 
travelled. The terms, " the age," " the ages," and " the ages 
of ages," fully satisfied all their requirements, the two last 
being used by them to denote limited periods of time 
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indefinitely long. When they wish to express an idea pre- 
cisely corresponding to that which we understand by our 
word immortality, they use such words as 'AOavaaiOy death- 
lessness, 'AxpOapaia, incorruptibility, with their corresponding 
adjectives, and such words as, by the aid of negative particles, 
affirm that the original finite conception is destitute of 
limitations. 

Further, let it be observed that whatever meanings the 
sacred writers attached to the word alwuy &c., the word cuwvio^ 
conveys their adjective sense. In English, however, we have 
no corresponding adjective to the word age. In the absence 
of one, we have adopted the Latin word " eternal," which not 
only fidls to convey to the English reader the idea of limita- 
tion expressed by the word age, or dispensation, but has passed 
off into a technical sense denoting duration without limits, 
and as such is hardly distinguishable from the word ever- 
lasting. Its English equivalent would be " age-long." 

The word which the writers of the New Testament use to 
denote the world in which we live is Koafio^, never alofv, 
but in an overwhelming majority of instances they use the 
word KoafjLo^ in a moral sense, and for the most part in an 
evil one. This is the all but universal usage in the Gospel 
and in the First Epistle of St John ; and generally through- 
out the New Testament the word in this its moral sense is set 
forth as the great opposing principle to the kingdom of God, 
or is used to denote the moral corruption of the state of 
society as it then existed, and of that of all subsequent times 
as far as they resemble it. Alofv also not unfrequently bears 
a similar meaning, but generally with the addition of the word 
movripo^y "eviL" Thus St. Paul writes, "That he might 
deliver us from the present evil age," which word in both 
versions is translated " world," though in the Revised Version 
" age " is inserted in the margin. 

It is obvious that the Apostle meant by " the present evil 
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age," a period of very limited duration, and that those whom 
he was addressing would so understand it, for both he and 
they were expecting the speedy manifestation of a better 
one. It is evident, therefore, from this use of the word 
aiwvy and from others that we shall presently notice, that it 
is used to denote an indefinite but a limited period of time, 
whereas the conception of endlessness, or duration without 
limits, being incapable of being realised in any positive form 
of thought, can only be approximately expressed by the use 
of negatives. This being so, it is impossible that the word 
alwv, when standing by itself, can denote duration without 
limits, or be the equivalent of what is popularly understood 
by the English word eternal or everlasting. 

The translating cuwi/ by the word " world " is very mis- 
leading to the English reader. By it he is led to believe, 
when he meets with such expressions as "the end of the 
world," that the event referred to is the destruction of the 
planet, whereas, what they usually mean is, the termina- 
tion of the age or dispensation. Of the confusion of thought 
thus occasioned a remarkable example occurs in the parable 
of the tares, as has been above observed, where the words 
Kofffio^ and cuwv are translated by the same word, " world," 
though they are carefully distinguished from one another by 
the Divine speaker. " The field," says He, " is the world " 
(o Kofffxo^) ; the- harvest is the end, not of the world, but 
" the consummation of the age " {avvreKeta too alwvos). Mis- 
translations of this kind have led to endless misconceptions 
respecting what the Avriters of the New Testament mean when 
they speak of the end of all things as at hand, the end of 
the world, and, by consequence, the coming of Christ. It 
is unquestionable that in not a few passages these and 
simUar expressions refer not to what we designate " the end 
of the world," but the final winding up of the Jewish dispen- 
sation and the awful events with which it was attended, and 
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the establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ or the 
kingdom of God as a visible community on earth. 

As the words alwv, and alwvio^ occupy an important 
place in the controversy as to what, is the teaching of the 
New Testament respecting the future destiny of man, it will 
be desirable to give a few examples of the sense which they 
bear in the sacred. writings. 

The following passage stands thus in the Authorised 
Version : — 

" For then must he often have suffered since the founda- 
tion of the world {KOGfiosi) \ but now once in the end of the 
world ((Tui/reXe/y rwv alwvwv) hath he appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself" (Heb. ix. 26). 

So erroneous is this translation, that the Revisers have sub- 
stituted for " the end of the world," " the end of the ages," 
and have not even placed the word " world " in the margin as 
an alternative rendering. Nothing, therefore, can be more 
certain than that the sacred writer here means by *'the end 
of the ages " not what is commonly understood by " the end of 
the world," but the termination of the Jewish dispensation. 
This is evident, for it was then, and then only, that Christ 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Also 
his use of the plural, " ages," shows that he must have been 
of opinion that there were other dispensations prior to the 
Jewish. This passage, therefore, clearly proves that many 
expressions in the New Testament which are commonly sup- 
posed to refer to the consummation of all things, refer not to 
that event, but to the consummation of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion ; and that the Parousia, or as it is translated, " coming," 
of Christ (Parousia really means presence), often refers 
not to His personal coming, but to a manifestation of His 
presence in providence for the purpose of bringing that dis- 
pensation to a close. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews we read in both versions : — 

p 
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"Through whom also he made the worlds," the word 
" ages " being inserted in the margin of the Revised Version 
as an alternative rendering. In St John's Gospel the crea- 
tion of the world, i.e. of the tcofffio^, is ascribed to Jesus 
Christ ; so also in the Pauline epistles, but the sacred writer 
only aflSrms in this passage that through Him (xod consti- 
tuted the ages, or dispensations. The idea of " the worlds** 
was imknown to the Hebrew and to ancient writers generally, 
the ancients knowing nothing of the sun, moon, and stars, as 
worlds. When the former wished to express the sum total of 
creation, they designated it "the heavens and the earth." 
Thus the Apostle writes — 

" For in him were all things created in the heavens and 
upon the earth, things visible, and things invisible." (Col. 
i. 16). 

The following are examples of the meaning of the word 
alwv when used to express duration : — 

"Now unto Gkd and our Father be glory for ever and 
ever." (Phil. iv. 20.) . 

The Apostle did not write " for ever and ever," but, as the 
margin of the Revised Version has it, "unto the ages of 
ages." So in the Revelation the sacred writer, speaking of 
the devil, the beast, and the false prophet, is represented as 
saying— 

" They shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever." 

Here again the margin gives us as an alternative rendering 
"unto the ages of ages," which beyond all question is the 
correct one. 

So again, " The Lord (xod shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David ; and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever " (eh rov? alwm^y i.e. " to the ages ") ; " and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke i. 32, 33.) 

Strong, however, as this language is, it does not denote our 
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metaphysical idea of duration without limits ; for respecting 
the Messianic kingdom, St. Paul makes the following aflfirma- 
tions : — 

" Then cometh the end, when he (i.e. Christ) shall deliver 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he shall 
have abolished all rule, and all authority, and power ; for he 
must reign until he hath put all his enemies under his feet. 
• . . . And when all things have been subjected unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subjected unto him that 
did subject all things unto him, that God may be all in alL" 
(1 Cor. XV. 24—28.) 

Here we have the positive affirmation of St. Paul, that, 
however prolonged may be the existence of the Messianic 
kingdom throughout the aeons to come, a time is coming 
in the future when the Christ will resign that kingdom 
to the Father, and the Son himself will be subjected to 
Him that did subject all things unto Him, that God may be 
all in all. This, however, will not take place until He has 
abolished all rule, authority, and power, and put all His 
enemies under His feet. 

" Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the world." 
(Matt, xxviii. 20.) 

Of the destruction of the planet our Lord says nothing. 
Here, again, the margin of the Revised Version gives us the 
correct meaning : — 

** Lo, I am with you alway, even to the consummation of 
the age," i.e. of the Messianic age. 

Again : " As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets^ 
which have been since the world began." (Luke i. 70.) So 
in Acts iii. 21 : " Whereof God spake by the mouth of his 
holy prophets, which have been since the world began." 

The Greek of the words here translated " which have been 
since the world began," is in the one case rwv aTr' alwvo^ 
-TT/KK^Z/Twi/, and in the other, ait* alwuo9. Neither says 
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anything about the beginning or endirg of the world in 
which we live. Nor can the , expression, am alwvo^^ pos- 
sibly mean jfrom eternity, because prophets have not existed 
from eternity, but only within historical times. St. Paul, 
when he wishes to express the idea conveyed by the versions 
writes, *np6 /carapoXij^ Koafiov, i.e. " before the foundation of 
the world." (Eph. i. 4.) 

So again the Apostle writes : — 

" Far above all rule, and authority, and power, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not only in this world 
but also in that which is to come." (Eph. i. 21.) 

Here again the Revisers have given the exact meaning in 
the margin : " Not only in this age but also in that which is 
to come ;" the words, " this age," being used to denote the age 
or dispensation under which the Apostle was living, and *' the 
age to come" the kingdom of the Messiah in its future 
glorious manifestation. 

A few verses further on he thus writes : — 

" Wherein aforetime ye walked, according to the course of 
this world (Kara toi/ cuwuaTov Koafwv toutou)," or, as correctly 
rendered in the margin, " according to the age of this world," 
the word cuwya being here used to denote the existing state 
of things as they came under the Apostle's observation, and 
bearing only a very indefinite reference either to the past or 
to the future. 

In the next chapter we have the singular translation — 

" To make all men see what is the dispensation of the 
mystery which from all ages (aTro rtSi/ aluivwv) hath been 
hid in God, who created all things .... according to the 
eternal purpose {Kara 'KpoOeaiv rwv cdtiivtav) which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Eph. iii. 9 — 11.) 

Here the same Greek words are rendered in one verse " from 
the ages," and in the next but one by the word "eternal" 
But while this is the rendering in the text, the Revisers have 
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thought it necessary to inform us in the margin that the 
accurate translation of the Greek words is, not " the eternal 
purpose," but " the purpose from the ages." 

So again in the Epistle to the Romans : — 

" According to the revelation of the mystery, which hath 
been kept in silence through times eternal (xpovoi? alwvLoii), 
but now is manifested according to the commandment of the 
eternal (^alwviov) God." (Rom. xvi. 25, 26.) 

So also in the Epistle to Titus : — 

" Tn hope of eternal {odwviov) life, which God, that cannot 
lie, promised before times eternal (mpo yjpovwv alwucwv)*' 
(Titus i. 2.) 

In the second of these passages the Apostle aflSrms that God 
promised "eternal life" before "times eternal" Here the 
words " times eternal " are evidently used to denote, not 
what we mean by eternity, but finite periods of time ; because 
the Apostle affirms that God made the promise before these 
" eternal times " {yjpovwv almvimv) began. It is impossible, 
therefore, that he could have intended to express by these 
words what we understand by the expression, " the eternity 
of the past," because he expressly affirms that these " eternal 
times " had a beginning, when he says that the promise was 
made before them. Similar also must be the meaning of 
these words in the passage quoted from the Epistle to the 
Romans. In each case the Apostle's meaning would be better 
expressed by translating alwviwy yjpovwvy the age-long times, 
for according to the commonly accepted meaning of the 
word "eternal," to speak of anything as existing prior to 
eternity is a contradiction in terms. 

But in the same passage the Apostle uses the word alwvio^ 
as an epithet of God. It may therefore be argued that it 
must mean " eternal," in the sense of without beginning and 
without end. But, inasmuch as the word aid>vio9 can only 
convey the adjective meaning of the word alwy, and the 
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words alwy and cu'wi/ey, when used to express duration, can 
only express limited spaces of time, such as ages or dispen- 
sations, and their multiple, cuwve^ rav alfivwy, ages of ages, 
i.e, limited spaces of time however long — for it is impossible, 
by any process of multiplication, to make the same word 
express the idea of limitation and the absence of it — there is 
every reason for translating alwuio^ Qeo^, " the God who exists 
throughout the ages," or, " the age-long God." When the 
writers of the New Testament ascribe to God existence with- 
out beginning, or existence without end, they use the words 
cuSior, everlasting; atpdapro?, incorruptible, 6 nouo^ ^X*^^ 
aOapaffiay, who only hath inunortality ; and the still more 
definite expression used by the author of the Apocalyi)se, 
TO a, icai TO w 6 wy, Kai 6 yvy icai 6 €pj(piieyo9 6 'Travroh'parwp, 
the Alpha and the Omega, who is, and who was, and who is 
to come, the Almighty. The language of the Old Testament, 
however, is far richer than that of the New in its means of 
expressing the self-existence of the Divine being. This idea 
is conveyed whenever the sacred name Jehovah occurs ; 
but it is completely lost sight of in the word Kvpio<: (which 
simply means Lord), which the Septuagint translators, owing 
to their dread of uttering the sacred name, chose to substi- 
tute for it, from whom the writers of the New Testament, 
who for the most part used this version, have borrowed it. 
The ungrammatical Greek of the Apocalypse above quoted, 
with its English translation, 'is the only expression in the 
New Testament which adequately expresses the meaning 
of the Divine name as it was revealed to Moses and used by 
the other writers of the Old Testament Scriptures, bringing 
prominently forward, as it did at every recurrence of it, the 
idea of the self-existence of God. 

This application of the word alwvio? to God, compared 
with its usage by St. Jude, brings before us the extreme 
limits within which the writers of the New Testament have 
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used it as an expression to denote duration. St. Jude writes 
as follows : — 

" Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, 
having in like manner with these given themselves over imto 
fornication, and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an 
example, suffering the punishment of eternal (cuwvio^) fire ; " 
or, as in the margin, "as an example of eternal fire, suffering 
punishment" (Jude, verse 7). 

Here the word alwvio9 (rendered in both versions " eter- 
nal ") is evidently applied to the fire from heaven by which 
the Book of Genesis tells us that these cities were destroyed, 
and to the effects produced by it. It is impossible that the 
passage can have been intended to be descriptive of the 
punishment inflicted on the inhabitants of these cities in the 
unseen world, because the writer refers to it as a visible and 
paXpable warning to sinners, whereas the punishments which 
they will undergo beyond the grave are not visible and 
palpable warnings, but matters of faith only. The writer of 
the Epistle, therefore, when he applied the word alwvio^ to 
the fire by which these cities were consumed, must have 
intended to affirm that the utter destruction of these cities 
by fire from heaven had made them a permanent and 
enduring monument of God*s wrath against sin, and, as such, 
a solemn warning to sinners in every age. 

The following passage in St. Mark's Gospel shows the 
importance in translating the words alwv and alwvto9, of 
assigning to them a meaning strictly in conformity with that 
which they bear in the original. Peter had just put the 
question what they, i.e. the Apostles, should gain by having 
forsaken all and having followed Christ. Our Lord, having 
promised them certain things which they would gain in this 
life, adds, according to both versions : — 

" And in the world to come " — the Bevised Version has 
placed " age " in the margin — " eternal life." 
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The Greek of this is, Iv tw cdwvi ra Lpr^oixevw ^m]v alUviov. 
Here, within three words of one another, the word cdwv 
is translated world and agre, and its derivative alwviop, 
eternal. Surely the following translation is the exact repre- 
sentation of the Greek : " In the age to come, age-long life." 
This would have rendered it clear to the English reader that 
the word, here translated " eternal," cannot have suggested 
to the speaker of Greek the idea of duration without limits. 
If, however, notwithstanding St. PauVs assertion to the con- 
trary, it is urged that the " age to come," i.e, the kingdom of 
the Messiah, will be one of unlimited duration, and conse- 
quently that the word a/wi/, without the addition of some 
negative particle can denote duration without limits, then the 
words ol alwv€9, the ages, and ol alwve^ rwu alwvwv, " the 
ages of ages," become meaningless. 

So much for the positive meaning of the word aliiiv. But 
when it is imited with a term denoting negation, it is then 
capable of expressing the idea of duration without limits. Of 
this it will be sufficient to cite the following as examples : — 

"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall never thirst." 
Ov firi iv^{}aYi eh tov aiaiya. (John iv. 14.) 

"If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." 
Qivaroy ov /ut// Bewpijaf] ctV tov alwvcu (John viiL 51.) 

" Whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die." 
Ov firj aTToBavfi ctV top alwvcu (John xi. 26.) 

" Thou shalt never wash my feet." Ov [xrj vl^9 aV tov 
alwva. (John xiii. 8.) 

The union of the idea of negation with the word alwv 
exerts precisely the same influence on its meaning as a similar 
union does with English words which in themselves convey 
the idea of limitation. Thus number becomes numberless ; 
end, endless ; finite, infinite ; bound, boundless ; and many 
others which it will be unnecessary to enumerate — the particle 
of negation negativing the idea of limitation which is involved 
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in the finite term. The sense which the word alwvio^, 
when used in conjunction with the word ^m] (life), bears in 
the writings of St John we will consider in a subsequent 
chapter. 

The above passages prove that when the writers of the New 
Testament employ the words alwi^ and alwvio^ to debote 
duration, they use them with great indefiniteness of meaning, 
ranging from the remote period of the future, when the Son 
shall deliver up the Messianic kingdom to the Father, to a 
temporal judgment which is permanent in its effects, and 
periods intermediate between them. Thus alibv is used to 
denote the comparatively short period of the Jewish dispen- 
sation, and what St. Paul designates " this present evil age." 
This indefiniteness of meaning would be better conveyed to 
the English reader by introducing into the translation as an 
alternative rendering the words age, or age-long, instead of 
world, eternal, and everlastiug. When, therefore, the English 
reader meets in either version with such expressions as 
everlasting, eternal, world, end of the world, world without 
end, age, ages, the ages of ages, for ever and ever, the end 
of the age, the consummation of the ages, &c., he should 
always remember that these terms are all translations of the 
Greek words alwv and alvovio^y except where the word world 
is a translation of the Greek Koafio^ or olKOvfxevr} 71), and 
that the word Koa/jLo^ (world) is used in a great majority 
of instances to denote not the material but the moral world, 
and that when it is thus used it is nearly synonymous with 
aldw TTovyjpo^, this evil age, and is almost universally used in 
a bad sense. 

The opening address of the Epistle to the Galatians is a 
striking example of the strange freedom with which both 
versions have translated the word alwv, even when it is 
used within four consecutive lines. Thus both concur in 
translating Ik tSv Ivtarwro^ alwvo^ Trovrjpov, '* from the pre- 
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sent evil world," and two lines further on, etV tow alwva^ 
tSv atdfuwu, "for ever and ever." In the first instance, how- 
ever, the Revisers inform their readers in the margin that 
the true meaning of the words is " the present evil age," and 
not "the present evil world;" and in the second, that the 
words aV rov^ alwva^ twv alwvwv mean neither for ever 
and ever, nor world without end, but, to the ages of ages ; 
for dlwvy being a positive term, can only denote in the 
singular a period of limited but indefinite duration ; and in 
the plural, periods of vast, indeterminate, yet limited dura- 
tion. Further, the fact that the Gnostic sects designated 
those beings whom they conceived of as intermediate between 
the Infinite God and the finite worldhy the term alwve^, ceons, 
proves that the word alwi/ contained within itself the idea 
of limitation as an essential portion of the conception involved 
in it, for the last thing which they intended to ascribe to 
their imaginary alwi/e^ was absolute or unlimited existence 
either ex parte ante or ex parte post 

III. — ZttJt/ (Life), and Oavaro^ (Death). 

The words ^m) and Bavaro^ bear the same wide mean- 
ing in the Greek of the New Testament as the words life and 
death bear in popular English, that of the one being the 
direct negative of the other. What life is in itself we know 
not ; and this being so, we are equally ignorant of what con- 
stitutes death. Both are used as designations of certain well- 
known phenomena. As, however, the terms "life" and 
" death " occupy an important place in this controversy, it will 
be necessary to oflfer a few observations on the various senses 
in which they are used by the sacred writers. Let us begin 
with death. 

The primary meaning of this word is the cessation of the 
phenomena of life, whether it be that of a vegetable, an 
animal, or a man. From this, its [primary meaning, it has 
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passed into a number of secondary or metaphorical ones. So 
also has life. Here, however, we have only to consider what 
these words mean when applied to man. 

To those who hold that man consists of nothing but the 
particles of matter which compose his body, death means the 
extinction of his personal conscious being. But inasmuch as 
all mankind, with the exception of a small number of philoso- 
phical materialists, and it may be with the exception of a few 
tribes who are sunk into a condition of the lowest barbarism, 
are firmly persuaded that there is something in man which is 
separate and distinct from his bodily organism, these, when 
they use the word death, do not attach to it the idea of the 
annihilation of the personality, because they believe that it is 
capable of being separated from the body, and at death that 
it passes into the underworld, where it continues to exist, it 
may be, in a state of great weakness, yet still that it con- 
tinues to exist there as a conscious personality. The word 
death, therefore, as used in its popularly accepted meaning, 
does not involve the idea of the destruction of the man ; and 
as the Greek words in the New Testament are used not in a 
special technical sense, but in their ordinary accepted mean- 
ing, it does not denote this, unless there is something in the 
context which renders it necessary that this meaning should 
be assigned to it. Still less can it denote continued existence 
in never-ending misery. 

Considerable importance has been attached in this contro- 
versy to the meaning intended to be conveyed by the threaten- 
ing, " In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die," 
which was denoimced against Adam as the penalty of violat- 
ing the command not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, as though it determined the 
sense in which the word death is used in Scripture when it 
is threatened as the penalty of sin, or as defining the nature 
of the spiritual condition in which mankind are bom. As I 
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have considered the nature and meaning of this threatening 
in a previous chapter, T need not repeat it here. 

The word death, like all other general terms, has passed 
by analogy to denote ideas to which in its primary signifi- 
cation it is not strictly applicable. In such cases its meaning 
is more or less wide and incapable of strict definition. Thus, 
when we say that a man is become dead to a sense of right 
and wrong, we do not mean by it that his moral nature has 
ceased to exist, but that certain of its perceptions have 
become weak or powerless. So likewise when we speak of 
those affections which make up what we designate his spiritual 
nature, such as love, benevolence, self-sacrifice, reverence, and 
a vast number of others, and say of certain classes of men 
that they are spiritually dead, we do not mean that 
their affections have become so utterly extinct that not 
even the rudiments of them remain, but that they are sunk 
into such a state of weakness that the appetites which are their 
opposites, and the animal passions, so greatly preponderate 
as to hold their action in abeyance. In a similar manner we 
speak of a man bom blind as dead to a sense of colour, and 
of one bom deaf as dead to a sense of sound ; but all that we 
mean by these and similar expressions is that he has no idea 
of the meaning of the one or the other, owing to some imper- 
fection in his organs of sensation, and not that those mental 
powers by which colours and sounds are perceived are extinct 
in him, nor even that he would be incapable of perceiving 
them if the physical obstructions were removed. Thus in ordi- 
nary language we apply the word " death " by analogy to a 
great variety of subjects without intending to affirm, or even 
to imply, that that which we speak of as dead has actually 
perished. To take an extreme case, we speak in popular lan- 
guage of a limb as dead, yet we do not mean to affirm that it 
has perished even as a Kmb, but only that the circulation of 
the blood is carried on in it very imperfectly, or is temporarily 
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suspended. Equally wide is the use of the word death in the 
New Testament when it is applied to the moral or spiritual 
condition of man, and its precise meaning can only be deter- 
mined by a careful consideration of the context. Of this 
width of meaning we have a remarkable example in St. Paul's 
First Epistle to Timothy : " But she," says he, " who giveth 
herself to pleasure is dead while she liveth." Of such a 
woman the context makes it plain that the Apostle did not 
mean to ajBBrm that she was become actually dead to all moral 
and spiritual good, but only that her moral and spiritual 
life was far too much dominated over by her appetites and 
passions. 

The seventh chapter of the Epistle to the Romans is a 
remarkable example of the wide sense in which the words 
** life" and " death " are used by the Apostolic writers. It 
demands therefore our careful consideration. 

'* Are ye ignorant," says St. Paul, " how that the law hath 
dominion over a man as long as he liveth ? For the woman, 
that hath an husband is bound by the law to the husband, 
while he liveth ; but if the husband die, she is discharged 
from the law of the husband. So, then, if while the husband 
liveth she is joined to another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress ; but if the husband die, she is freed from the law, 
so that she is no adulteress, though she be joined to another 
man." (Rom. vii. 1 — 3.) 

Here the words "life" and "death," when applied to 
the husband, are obviously used in their primary signifi- 
cation to denote physical life and physical death respectively, 
but in the very next sentence the Apostle proceeds to use the 
word death in a sense highly metaphorical. 

" Wherefore," says he, " ye also were made dead to the law 
through the body of Christ, that ye should be joined to 
another, even to him that was raised from the dead, that we 
might bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the 
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flesh, the sinful passions, which were through the law, 
wrought in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 
"But now we have been discharged from the law, having 
died to that wherein wo were held, so that we serve in new- 
ness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter/' (Rom. vii. 
4—6.) 

I need hardly remark, that in this passage the words '' dead " 
and " death " are used in three, if not in four, different senses. 
What, then, does the Apostle mean when he says, " Ye also 
were made dead to the law through the body of Christ, 
that ye should be joined to another," &c. &c. ? Obviously, 
that the work of Christ, having rendered the entire system of 
legalism nugatory, the Christian is as completely freed from 
all obligation to observe it as the wife is freed from the mar- 
riage bond by the husband's death ; and that having become 
convinced of the powerlessness of legalism and its sanctions, 
as a motive to holiness, he should take refuge in those new 
moral and spiritual forces which are brought to bear on man 
by the Gospel, which the Apostle fully describes in the eighth 
chapter of this Epistle. He then adds, " But when we were 
in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were through the law 
wrought in our members to bring forth fruit unto death," 
What does he mean by this assertion ? I answer, that the 
appetites and passions of man's animal nature being thus 
roused into activity, and no power being furnished by legalism 
of suflScient strength to overcome their violence, gain so 
complete a dominion over the entire man that they overbear 
his higher affections and almost extinguish them. I say 
" almost," because the existence of the struggle proves that 
they were not extinguished altogether. " But now," adds the 
Apostle, "we are discharged from the law, having died to 
that wherein we were held." What is the death here spoken 
of ? Clearly, the discovery of the spiritual and moral power- 
lessness of legalism as a motive to holiness, the ceasing to 
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trust in it, and the determination to have done with it for 
evermore. 

Two verses further on we read : — 

" But sin, finding occasion, wrought in me through the com- 
mandment all manner of coveting ; for apart from the law 
sin is dead. For I was alive apart from the law once : but 
when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. . . . 
For sin, finding occasion by the commandment, beguiled me, 
and by it slew me." (Rom. viL 8 — 11.) 

The Apostle is here alluding to the fact, that a com- 
mandment forbidding the gratification of a powerful appetite 
often excites in those who are animated by no higher motive 
than legalism can furnish, an increased desire to gratify it. 

In speaking of sin " finding occasion," *' working in him 
all manner of coveting," " deceiving him," and ** slaying 
him," the word " sin " is evidently a personification of man's 
evil appetites and passions. Wliat, then, does he mean when 
he says, that apart from the law sin is dead ? Not that these 
passions were non-existent in him, but that they were com- 
paratively quiescent until they were stirred into activity by 
the commandment forbidding their gratification. He then 
adds, " I was alive apart from the law once." Surely, by the 
words " I was alive," he did not mean to aflten that as a 
legalist he was then a holy man, or what has been called 
" spiritually alive ; " and that a full appreciation of the com- 
mandment caused him to sink into a condition of spiritual 
death ; but that, prior to his attaining to a full sense of the 
wide-reaching character of the demands of the law, he thought 
that he was a holy man, or that he was in a fair way of 
becoming one. When, however, ** the commandment came," 
i,e, when he had learned to appreciate the full extent of its 
demands, " sin came to life again," or, in other words, his 
sense of sin burst forth into fresh activity, and " he died," 
i.e. his hopes and expectations, derived from his original 
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l^al Standpoint, perished. So varied are the senses in which 
the words sin, death, life, and their equivalents are used in 
this single chapter. 

The Apostle then proceeds with the description of his 
spiritual struggles. 

" So the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
righteous, and good. Did then that which is good become 
death to me ? God forbid ; but sin, that it might be shown 
to be sin, by workmg death in me, through that which is good, 
that through the commandment sin might become exceeding 
sinfiiL" (Rom. vii. 12, 13.) 

Here, again, the word " death " is used in a double sense, 
viz. first, as denoting the increased activity of his evil pas- 
sions, and, secondly, the destruction of his hopes of attaining 
to holiness. So, also, the word " sin " is used in a twofold 
sense, denoting in the first place the effects produced by the 
activity of the evil appetites and passions, and, in the second, 
the sense of the evil of their activity. In conformity with 
these views, in the remainder of the chapter the Apostle 
speaks of himself as possessing a kind of double personality, 
one of which was constantly struggling against the other ; the 
one being a personification of those appetites and passions 
which were constantly instigating him to sin, the other being 
his conscience and his moral and spiritual affections, which 
led him to delight in the law of God after the inward man. 
Still he found it a matter of practical experience, that as 
long as he had nothing to fall back upon but the princi- 
ples of legalism, his higher nature was uniformly overborne 
by his lower, i.e. by the overwhelming force of his appetites 
and passions ; and in view of this he exclaims, " wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?" but he immediately adds, "I thank (xod, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ;" and in the following chapter he pro- 
ceeds to explain the nature and the mode of this deliverance. 
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The popularly accepted doctrines respecting Regeneration 
and Conversion have exerted no little influence in leading 
the ordinary reader to attach a kind of technical sense to the 
terms "life" and "death," as they are used in portions of 
the New Testament. These lay down that unless a man has 
passed through certain experiences, which are denoted by 
these terms, whatever may be his moral goodness he is yet 
spiritually dead ; that he has nothing in him which is pleas« 
ing to God, and that consequently he is an outcast from the 
kingdom of heaven. According to these theories, regenera- 
tion, which, in its popular sense, can only by the aid of a 
subtle analysis be distinguished from conversion, is the 
creation of a new nature in one who is spiritually dead, 
whereby the entire man is transformed, by a creative act on 
the part of God, from what is designated a state of spiritual 
death into one which is called a state of spiritual life ; the 
change in question being one so distinct and palpable as to 
be capable of being distinctly perceived by the consciousiiess 
of those who experience it, and involving quite as much a 
creative act as the imparting life to a dead body. Hence the 
broad distinction which these theories lay down between the 
converted and the unconverted, the regenerate and the un- 
regenerate man, the . one being fit to inherit the perfected 
kingdom of God, and the other an outcast from it and ex* 
posed to all the consequences of the fall. 

To theories of this kind, however, the following objections 
are fatal : — 

First : They cannot be found in Scripture. 

Secondly : There are numbers of undeniably holy men, men 
who have sacrificed everything for Christ, and who, by exhibit- 
ing in their lives the principles of Christianity, have been what 
St Paul calls *' Epistles of Christ, known and read of all 
men," who have not passed through the experiences in ques- 
tion. Not a few are there who having been bom into the 
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Church of Christ, and brought up under religious influences, 
have never been sensible of having experienced such a 
change of mind, feeling, and character as is denoted by such 
expressions as passing from a state of spiritual death into one 
of spiritual life ; and who have never been conscious of a 
time when they were not the subjects of serious religious im- 
pressions, and of whom it cannot be said, as it may be said 
with truth of heathen converts, and of professing Christians 
who resemble them, that they have turned from darkness 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

Such, then, are the indefinite senses in which St Paul 
uses the terms life and death. If the reader will peruse 
the sixth chapter of this Epistle he will find the word 
death there used in an equally wide and general sense. Let 
us now consider its meaning when it is spoken of as the 
penalty of sin. The following will be sufficient as illustra- 
tions : — 

" The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal {cdwvio^) life in Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. 
vi. 23.) 

" If ye live after the flesh ye must die (jieSXere airoOv^aKeiv, 
are about to die), but if by the spirit ye mortify [margin, 
make to die] the deeds of the body, ye shall live." (Rom. 
viii. 13.) 

In neither of these passages is there any warning given 
that the words " death " and " to die " are used in any other 
sense than that in which their Greek equivalents would 
have been understood by ordinary speakers of Greek ; still 
less would it have occurred to such that the writer meant his 
readers to understand by these terms a never-ending existence 
in torment. Surely, if so fearful a fate was the thing intended, 
the Apostle would have expressed himself in words the mean- 
ing of which was unmistakable, and not have left it as a matter 
of very uncertain inference. 
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But in the following passage the meaning of the word 
" die" is intensified by the context : — 

" If ye believe not that I am he," says our Lord, " ye shall 
die in your sins." 

Here it is obvious that if the Divine speaker meant to 
threaten those whom He was addressing with bodily death, 
or mere loss of existence, the addition of "in your sins" 
would have been a pleonasm, because in that case it would 
matter little whether a man died in sin or died in holiness, 
for the saint and the sinner would at death pass alike into 
a state of imconsciousness, undisturbed even by a dream. 
The threatening of dying in sin unquestionably suggests that 
the consequences of sin committed here would follow the 
sinner in the unseen world. At the same time it contains no 
hint that the consequences of dying in sin, instead of involv- 
ing death in any ordinary sense of that word, would be 
never-ending life in never-ending sufifering. 

It would be easy to adduce numerous other examples of 
the use of the terms ^wtf (life) and Oayaro^ (death), and others 
of kindred meaning, by the sacred writers, which prove 
that they used them in the wide general sense which they 
bear in ordinary Greek, and in the corresponding English ; 
but those which I have referred to will, I think, be 
amply sufficient for that purpose. They prove that it was 
impossible that the word ** death " could have been used by 
them or understood by those to whom they wrote, in a 
technical sense, denoting a condition of endless existence in 
never-ending misery. 

rV. — ^'A'TroXcai, airoWvfitf oXeOpo^, l^oXoOpevw, iia(f}6eipw, 
ofKOKTuvw, and other kindred terms. 

All these words (to a speaker of Greek) would convey the 
idea of destruction, or one closely analogous to it ; and it is 
impossible, unless some qualification were added to them 
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intensifying their meaning, that they could convey any other 
to an ordinary speaker of the Greek language, I will adduce 
a few examples of their use by the sacred writers : — 

" God," says our Lord, " is able to destroy both soul and 
body in Gehenna." Here the Greek word is anoXiacu, which 
corresponds closely in meaning with our English word " des- 
troy." Who, I* ask, could by any possibility have understood 
this utterance as meaning, God is able to keep alive both soul 
and body in everlasting misery in Gehenna ? 

** He that loveth his life" (the word for life is here -^^x^, 
soul) "shall lose it" IwrroXeaei ainriv, which strictly rendered 
is, " shall destroy it" ] ; " but he that hateth his life (-^yx^) in 
this world shall keep it imto life eternal" (a9 ^iariv alwviov, to 
the age-long life). (John xii 25.) 

Here again the Greek-speaking Christian would under- 
stand by the word awoXifrei the ordinary idea denoted by the 
term, destroy ; and the word would wholly fail to convey to 
him that of existence in never-ending torment, without some 
previous intimation that such was its intended meaning. 

Similar, also, is the sense of the words in the two following 
passages:— 

"Broad is the road that leadeth imto destruction, el^ 
airoKetavr (Matt, vii 13.) 

** Vessels of wrath fitted imto destruction, caV awoXciai/," 
(Rom. ix. 22.) 

No hint is given in either of these passages that the 
words were not intended to be understood in their ordinary 
meaning. 

So, also, in the following passages : — 

" God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish (/lm) 
awoXiTTac), but have eternal life" (^aniy cuwviov, age-long life). 
(John iii. 16.) 

" For through thy knowledge, he that is weak perisheth 
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{wiroWeHrcu), the brother for whom Christ died," (1 Cor. 
viii 11.) 

** For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
{wjroXovyTai) without law." (Rom. ii 12.) 

Surely in none of these passages would the speaker of 
Greek understand that the thing intended by the word here 
used was not perishing or destruction in the ordinary sense 
of these words, but endless existence in torment, unless there 
was some intimation in the context that this was the thing 
intended, or unless the members of the Churches had been 
previously taught to attach this special technical, but most 
unnatural, meaning to the words in question. 

But in the following passage the meaning slightly differs : — 

**The word of the cross is to them that are perishing 
(to(9 a'KoWviJLevoi^} foolishness." (1 Cor. i. 18.) Here the 
words " them that are perishing " evidently denote an act 
not yet completed ; and, as far as the words are concerned^ 
one which may be of long or short duration, but which will 
ultimately terminate in destruction. 

"Who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction 
{SXeOpop alwvLov) from the feuse of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might, when he shall come to be glorified in his 
s^ts," &c. (2 Thess. i. 9, 10.) 

In this passage the ordinary meaning of the word " destruc- 
tion " is qualified, not only by the word alwpiop, but by the 
words which precede and follow. The destruction threatened 
is "destruction from the face of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his might," " at the revelation of Jesus Christ from 
heaven with the angels of his power, in flaming fire, render- 
ing vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Who then are the persons i^inst whom this threatening 
is directed ? The context proves that those whom the Apostle 
had in view, when he wrote this passage, were the persecutors 
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of the Thessaloniati Church. This the preceding context 
makes certain : — 

" So that we ourselves glory in you in the Churches of 
God, for your patience and &ith in all your persecutions, and 
in the aflSictions which ye endure ; which is a manifest token 
of the righteous judgment of God, to the end that ye may be 
accoimted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also 
8u£fer ; if so be it is a righteous thing with God to recom- 
pense affliction to them that afflict you ; and to you that are 
afflicted rest with us at the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from heaven." (2 Thess. L 4 — 7.) 

This passage makes it clear that the members of this Church 
had recently been suffering very heavy persecutions, and that 
it is against their persecutors that the threatening is imme- 
diately directed ; for, says the Apostle, if so be that it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense affliction to them ihat 
afflict you, amd to you that are afflicted rest with ua at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ from heaven." We know also from 
the First Epistle that both the Apostle and the members of the 
Thessalonian Church thought that the triumphant manifesta- 
tion of the kingdom of God, and tha personal appearance of 
Christ to reign in it, was an event not far distant ; and although 
in his Second Epistle he thought it necessary to warn them 
that " tJie day of the Lord was not now present, but that an 
apostacy would precede its manifestation," yet it is impossible 
to reconcile the language which he uses in both these Epistles 
with the idea that he considered that the coming (irapovma^ 
presence) of the Lord was a remote event, or even that it 
might not happen during the lifetime of those to whom he 
was writing. It was with such an expectation then that 
he wrote the passage before us. Time, however, has proved 
that both he and the Thessalonian Christians were mistaken 
in thinking that the personal coming of Christ was thus near ; 
but on the other hand, a great providential coming, by which 
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the Jewish dispensation was brought to a close, was an event 
which was only seventeen years distant. Hence it is that 
with these views of the nearness of the Advent he speaks of 
their persecutors as being destroyed from the fstce of the Lord 
and from the glory of his power. 

But the destruction is described as an act of vengeance. 
•' Rendering vengeance," says he, " to them that know^ not 
God, and to them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; who shall suffer punishment." By using these words 
it is clear that the Apostle did not mean either that their mere 
exclusion from the presence of the Lord, or their simple 
annihilation was the thing intended, but that the destruction 
in question would be a fearful act of retribution. 

But in the latter part of the clause, using as he does the 
words " them that know not God, and them that obey not 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ," he seems to extend the 
threatened destruction beyond the mere persecutors of the 
Thessalonian Church. Doubtless he had other persecutors in 
view, and such enemies of Christ as he refers to in the next 
chapter ; but by the words in question he could not have 
meant mere ignorant unbelievers — ^for he had recently declared 
at Athens that " the times of this ignorance God overlooked " 
— ^but direct opponents of Christ and his Gospel. 

What then does the Apostle mean, and what did the Thes- 
salonian Christians understand, by the words alwviov oKeOpop, 
which the Eevisers have translated "eternal destruction," 
thus substituting "eternal" for the "everlasting" of the 
Authorised Version. The Greek words oKeOpo^, and oWvfu, 
from which it is derived, correspond as nearly as possible in 
meaning with our English words " destruction " and " to des- 
troy," while the qualifying'word, alwvio9, is "age-long." Hence 
it seems impossible that either the Apostle, or those to whom 
he wrote, could have understood by these words " a never- 
ending existence in never-ending misery." How is it pos- 
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sible tliat by the use of any qualifying adjective the word 
destruction can be made to mean the everlasting existence of 
the thing destroyed ; that is to say, a destruction which is 
never realised ? As then the former words of the Apostle 
a&im that " the destruction " which he spoke of would be 
a terrible act of retribution on the persecutors of whom he 
spoke and on the deliberate opponents of Christ and His 
Gospel, so the addition of the qualifying adjective alwviov 
can only mean that the threatened " destruction " would be 
final and complete. 

The following passage in the First Epistle proves that the 
meaning which has been above assigned to the word " destruc- 
tion " is the one intended by the Apostle. 

•* But when they are saying, Peace and safety, then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child, and they shall in no wise escape." (1 Thess. v. 3.) 

Would any ordinary speaker of Greek have understood 
that cd(f>vilio^ oXeOpo^f i.e. '' sudden destruction/' meant in this 
passage " never-ending existence in never-ending misery," 
unless he had been previously informed that such was the 
meaning intended by the writer ? 

The following passage from the parable of the wicked 
husbandmen illustrates the meaning which the kindred word 
a-TToWufu, to destroy, bears in the sacred writers. 

" When therefore the Loi'd of the vineyard shall come, 
what will he do unto these husbandmen ? They say unto 
him, He will miserably destroy these miserable men, and will 
let out the vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall 
render him its fruits in their seasons." (Matt. xxi. 40, 41.) 

Here it is evident that those who made this reply imder- 
stood by the words, " He will miserably destroy these miserable 
men," that the lord of the vineyard would punish these 
wicked husbandmen by putting them to one of those terrible 
forms of death which were so common in the anqient world. 
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Precisely similar is the ns^ in the New Testament of the 
words (fSopiii corruption, iuujiOeipw, to destroy, i^dKoBpevw, to 
destroy utterly, aTroKrelpw, to kill, Kplai^, Kplfxa, KaraKpifuif 
and other kindred terms, all meaning judgment, or con« 
demnation, hut never the damnation of popular theology ; 
apciXiaKw, when applied to persons, to kill or destroy, and 
tcarapyea), to miake useless or to abolish. To assign to these 
words, and to the others above referred to, any other mean- 
ing than that which they bore in the ordinary Greek which 
was spoken by the members of different apostolic Churches, is 
to destroy every principle of sound scriptural interpretation. 

My general conclusion with respect to the terminology of 
the New Testament in relation to future retribution there- 
fore is, that the Greek words which are used by its writers 
conveyed the same general meaning to a Greek-speaking 
Christian as the corresponding English ones do to a reader 
of English ; that they are used in their commonly accepted 
signification, and not in a special or technical sense, which 
would have been intelligible only to the initiated; that 
taking them as a whole, they were calculated to convey to 
the reader the firm persuasion that it was the intention of 
the writer to aflfirm that God will execute a righteous judg- 
ment on mankind in the world beyond the grave, when he 
will reward and punish men according to their deeds; and 
that sin wilfully persisted in will be attended with suffering 
which will end in the ultimate destruction of the sinner ; yet 
that none of the terms employed in their ordinary or natural 
meaning convey even a hint that the suffering will be of 
endless duration. The general idea which they are calculated 
to suggest to the mind of the reader may be well expressed 
in the words of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
'' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God 1 " but they furnish us with no definite information 
respecting the nature of the sufferings, or the length of time 
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they will have to be endured. For aught we know, sin 
wilfully persisted in, i.e. evil become inherent and irreme- 
diable, which resists every means' of cure consistent with 
the preservation of free agency in a moral being, may 
bring about the destruction of the sinner in the course of 
<3od's ordinary government of the moral and spiritual 
world, without the necessity of any special intervention on 
his part, just as disease brings about the destruction of the 
body imder God's ordinary government of the natural world. 
I do not say that this will be so ; but the idea is quite con- 
sistent with all we know of the mode of the Divine acting in 
both the moral and physical imiverse, in which, imdcr His 
superintendence and energising providence, all things are 
made to work out His holy pleasure. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ThB TbACHIMO of the StNOFTIO G08PKL8 AND OP THB ACTS OF THB APOSTLBS 
AB8PB0TIN0 THS NXTU&I OF FtTTVBB BbIBIBVTION. 

Having considered the terminology of the New Testament in 
connection with future retribution, it is now necessary that I 
should consider its positive affirmations respecting its nature. 
I shall commence with the three first Gospels and the Acts 
of the Apostles, because beyond all question these Gospels 
contain an account of our Lord's popular teaching, whereas 
the fourth Gospel is almost exclusively confined to reporting 
such of his discourses as were addressed either to his intimate 
followers or to learned Jews. To these I have added the Acts 
of the Apostles, because it is not only in reality a continua- 
tion of the third Gospel, but it contains an account of the 
popular teaching of the Apostles. 

The teaching of the Gospels respecting retribution is uni- 
formly associated with the groat idea which interpenetrates 
them, viz. that of the kingdom of heaven. Although I have 
considered the position which this idea occupies in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament, its nature, and character, in 
another work,* it will be necessary before entering on the 
immediate subject of this chapter to oflfer a few very brief 
observations on the important place which it occupies in the 
apostolic writings. If any of my readers should desire fur- 
ther information on this subject, I must refer them to the 

* " Beyelation and Modem Theology Contrasted ; or, the Simplicity of the 
Apostolio Gospel Demonstrated." 
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work in which I have considered it at length, and given proofs 
of the positions which I here lay down. 

The reader cannot fail to observe that the idea of the king- 
dom of heaven, or what is synonymous with it, the kingdom 
of God, is one which underlies the entire Gospels. In St. 
Matthew's Gospel these words occur no less than forty-one 
times. Equally numerous are the occasions in which our 
Lord is described as performing actions which proved Him to 
be the Christ, i.e. the king of the kingdom of God ; and in 
no inconsiderable portion of His teaching He assumes the 
character of its supreme legislator, and the evangelists not un- 
frequently describe His entire teaching as a proclamation " of 
the good news " of that kingdom. John the Baptist also com- 
menced his ministry with the proclamation, ** Eepent ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." So likewise did our Lord. 
St. Mark thus reports it : *' Jesus came into Galilee preach- 
ing the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled 
{irenKrjpwrai, i,e. filled up full), and the kingdom of God is at 
hand ; repent ye, and believe in the gospel," i.e. in the good 
news. Li like manner, when at a later period of His ministry 
He sent the twelve apostles and the seventy disciples out on 
their respective missions. He directed them to proclaim that 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand ; and to enable them to 
give proof of the truth of their afltenation, He endowed them 
with the power of working miracles. The same course He pur- 
sued throughout His entire ministry, to its very close ; for 
not only are His parables explanations of dififerent aspects of 
the kingdom of God, and corrections of the popultu: misconcep- 
tions respecting it, but on His triiunphal entry into Jerusalem 
He openly assumed the Messianic tide, and allowed Himself 
to be proclaimed its king ; and when the Jewish rulers, a few 
days afterwards, charged Him before Pilate with going about 
and saying that He was the Christ, a king. He affirmed that 
He was a king, but the king of a kingdom not of this world. 
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but of one which is spiritual and moral, i.e. of the kingdom 
of God. 

The contents of the Gospels, then, may be briefly summed 
up as consisting of a proclamation of the speedy setting up 
of a kingdom called the Kingdom of God, a description of its 
nature, an annunciation of its principles and its laws and of the 
necessary qualifications for becoming its subjects, a delineation 
of the character of its king, and a proclamation of Jesus of 
Nazareth as its king. Yet, strange to say, although this 
forms their subject-matter, and the subject-matter of the 
teaching of our Lord Himself, the idea of the kingdom of 
God scarcely finds any place in either systematic or popular 
theology, but in its place has been substituted a number of 
abstract dogmas as constitutsing the essence of Christianity. 
The point, however, to which it is necessary to draw special 
attention, in reference to the subject we are considering, is 
that our Lord's affirmations respecting future retribution aire 
inseparably bound up with the idea of the kingdom of God, 
as it is explained and illustrated in His teaching. 

Let it be observed also that the kingdom of God of the 
Gospels, and of the Acts of the Apostles, is the same institu- 
tion as that which is designated the Church in this last book 
and in the Epistles. In the Gospels it receives the name of 
the Church twice only ; in the Acts of the Apostles the words, 
the Church and the kingdom of God, are used in nearly 
equal proportions as designations of the same community ; 
but in the Epistles, while the words " the kingdom of God '* 
are fer from wanting, the term Church greatly preponderates. 

What, then, is meant by the kingdom of God, the idea 
of which is thus closely interwoven with the teaching of our 
Lord and his Aposties ? I answer, that it is the ^designation 
of that society, the promise of the setting up of which occu- 
pies so conspicuous a place in the scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment, the advent of which was the subject of eager de^e 
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both prior to and during our Lord's ministry ; which was 
erected as a visible community on earth on the day of Pente- 
cost, and which will continue to exist imtil every opposing 
power has been placed under the feet of the Son of God, after 
which, the purposes of its institution having been fiilly realised, 
the Son will resign the kingdom to the Father, that God may 
be all in all. 

While this is the general meaning of the kingdom of God 
in the apostolic writings, the reader ought carefully to observe 
that the sacred writers contemplate it under two aspects. 

First — 

The kingdom of God of the present dispensation, during 
the continuance of which the evil will be mingled with the 
good. This may be properly designated the period of its 
growth. 

Secondly — 

That aspect of it which is referred to in various Scriptures 
when all evil shall be gathered out of it, the complete pur- 
poses of its institution realised, and during which all nations 
wiU become its subjects. It is to this last state of things 
that the various affirmations of the Christian Scriptures re- 
specting retribution are directly applicable. The division of 
the kingdom of Christ into these two seons, or dispensations, is 
distinctly recognised in the following utterance of St. Paul : — 

" That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him, the eyes of your heart being enlightened, 
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of the inheritance in the saints, and 
what the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of the strength of his 
might, which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead, and made him to sit on his right hand in the 
heavenly places ; for above all rule, and authority, and power, 
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and dominion, not only i/n {his age, but also in that which is 
to come (ly rw alwvi rovra), aXKa kcu kv ra /xeWoKTi), and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fuhiess of him that filleth all in all" 
(EpL L 17—23.) 

The Jews, it is true, appear to have divided time into three 
ages or dispensations, viz. the patriarchal age, the age of the 
Mosaic dispensation, and the age to come, or the kingdom of 
the Messiah ; but to neither of the two first of these are the 
words of the Apostle, " nx>t only in this age but also in that 
which is to come/' applicable, for it was only after his resur- 
rection that Jesus Christ was given to be the head over all 
things to the Church. It follows, therefore, that the words 
" not only in this age " must have been intended by the 
Apostle to refer to the present Christian dispensation, or the 
period of the Church's growth, and the age which is to come 
to the kingdom of Christ in its glorious manifestation. Let it 
be observed, however, that it is not two, but one and the same 
kingdom of God, which is referred to both in the Old and the 
New Testament, the descriptions of it in the former being 
almost exclusively confined to the period of its glorious 
manifestation. With these observations let us now consider 
the direct affirmations of the Qospels respecting future retri- 
bution and its natura 

The first reference to it is in the preaching of John the 
Baptist, in connection with his proclamation of the immediate 
advent of the kingdom of God. Seeing many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, hethus addressed them — 

" Ye oflfepring of vipers, who hath warned you to flee £rom 
the wrath to come ?" &c. ; and " even now is the axe laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree, therefore, that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire." 
(Matt. iii. 7, 10.) 

Then, speaking of the coming Messiah, he adds — 



Digitized by 



Google 



240 FUTURE BEXRIBUnON. 

'' Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse 
his threshing-floor, and he will gather his wheat into his 
gamer, but the chaff he will bum up with unquenchable 
fire." (Matt. iu. 12.) 

The first question which suggests itself in connection with 
the Baptist's preaching is : What was the wrath to come 
which he warned the Pharisees and Sadducees to flee from ? 
Was it punishment after death, or was it that terrible over- 
throw of the Jewish Church and nation which took place some 
forty years afterwards, when the kingdom of God was finally 
taken from them and given to the Qentiles ? 

I answer that the Baptist described the wrath to come, 
which he wamed those whom he was addressing to flee from, 
under two metaphors. 

First, The act of cutting down a fruitless tree, and the 
casting it into the fire ; and. 

Secondly, The act of the winnower, who carefully sepa- 
rates the wheat from the chaff, the first of which he gathers 
into his bam, and the last he bums with unquenchable fire. 

Both of these metaphors denote destruction, and, as applied 
to sentient beings, painful destraction; yet, even if this 
threatening be supposed to apply to any judgment executed 
beyond the grave on those whom he addressed, it is simply 
impossible that those who heard it could have understood 
that either metaphor could have been intended to mean 
endless existence in never-ending torment, without some 
intimation on the part of the speaker that such was the 
intended meaning of the warning. A fire may be unquench- 
able, but at the same time utterly destructive of that which 
is cast into it. Besides, both the tree and the chaff are 
described as cast into the fire and burnt, i.e. consumed. 
Both metaphors are exactly suited to convey the idea of de- 
straction, but neither of them could possibly suggest that of 
everlasting existence in torment. 
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Similar but still more terrible denunciations, uttered by 
our Lord against the scribes and Pharisees, are recorded in the 
twenty-third chapter of St. Matthew — ^perhaps the most awful 
utterances in the New Testament. One of these denunciations 
is as follows : — 

" Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because 
ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men ; for ye enter 
not yourselves, neither suffer them that are entering to enter." 
(Matt, xxiii. 13.) 

I draw special attention to this passage because it proves 
beyond dispute that the kingdom of heaven, which these 
scribes and Pharisees were capable of shutting against men, 
cannot possibly mean that kingdom in its future glorious 
manifestation, or the place popularly designated *' heaven," 
or, as the kingdom of heaven is sometimes understood to 
mean, a certain condition of mind and character ; for neither 
of these had either scribe or Pharisee any power to shut 
against men ; but that kingdom of God into which men are 
now capable of entering, viz. the Messianic kingdom, which 
our Lord had again and again declared to be one of the great 
purposes of His mission to set up. 

The only passage in this awful chapter which can be sup- 
posed to be a reference to a future state of retribution is the 
following : — 

" Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how shall ye escape 
the judgment of Gehenna !" (Matt, xxiii. 33.) 

The meaning of the words, ** the judgment of Gehenna," 
we will consider presently. Before doing so, however, I must 
ask the reader's attention to the concluding words of this 
terrible denunciation : — 

" Therefore, behold I send unto you prophets, and wise 
men, and scribes ; and some of them shall ye kill, and crucify ; 
and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute from city to city ; that upon you may come ail the 
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righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of Abel the 
righteous, unto the blood of Zachariah the son of Barachiah, 
whom ye slew between the sanctuary and the altar. VeHly, 
I say unto you, all these things shall come upon this genera- 
tion, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto her ; how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not. Behold 
your house is left unto you desolate." (Matt, xxiii. 34 — 38.) 
These words prove conclusively that the prominent idea in 
the mind of the Divine speaker, throughout this discourse, 
was that terrible destruction — perhaps the most awful in the 
history of the world — which overtook the Jewish nation when 
the old dispensation was brought to its final termination by 
that great visitation of Providence which rendered the cele- 
bration of its rites and ceremonies impossible for the future, 
and the Church of Jesus Christ was for ever separated from 
Judaism, and set up as a distinct and visible community on 
earth. The judgment spoken of in this concluding passage is 
evidently a temporal and national judgment, because our 
Lord expressly says, that all the past sins of the Jewish people 
would be visited on that generation, and not a judgment to 
be executed on men as individuals. Nations do not exist 
beyond the grave ; and, therefore, if their sins are visited 
upon them — and all history proves that they are — the judg- 
ments with which they are visited must be temporal judg- 
ments, brought on in the ordinary course of Providence, in 
which alone it is that the iniquities of ancestors can, in con- 
formity with Divine justice, be visited on their descendants ; 
because, whatever has the appearance of injustice in such 
judgments, taken by themselves, or in the general course of 
Divine Providence, will receive its vindication when God 
judges in righteousness men as individuals, by that man 
whom He hath ordained. 
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In the following passages our Lord threatens certain sins 
with the judgment of Gehenna, which in both versions is 
unfortunately translated helL 

" I say unto you, that every one who is angry with his 
brother shall be in danger of the judgment ; and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Baca, shall be in danger of the 
council ; and whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall be in danger 
of the hell [i.e. the Gehenna] of fire" {rrjv yeei^i^av rod itvpo^). 
(Matt. V. 22.) 

" And if thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it 
out and cast it from thee, for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand causeth thee 
to stumble, cut it off and cast it from thee, for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that 
thy whole body should be cast into hell." (Matt. v. 29, 30.) 
Here, again, the word rendered hell is Gehenna. 

A similar utterance is recorded by St Mark, with the fol- 
lowing variations : — 

" It is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than 
having two hands to go into hell [Gehenna], into the un- 
quenchable fire.* .... It is good for thee to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes 
to be cast into hell [Gehenna] where their worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched." (Mark ix. 43 — 48.) 

In these utterances our Lord addresses men as individuals, 
and these warnings are beyond all doubt couched in language 
which is highly metaphorical. In the first of them our Lord 
threatens three classes of sinners with three kinds of punish- 
ment, varying in degree, analogous to those which could bo 

* In the Aathorised Yenion the words rb ifhp rh dcpicrov^ are inaccurately 
translated, '* the fire that never shall be quenched." The Greek says nothing 
about the future; strictly rendered it is *'the fire the unquenchable." The 
idea suggested by being cast into a fire which is unquenchable is destruction 
which is utter and complete. 

k2 
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inflicted by three Jewish courts of justice. These punishments, 
beyond a doubt, bore a meaning which was well known to his 
hearers, but, in our ignorance of their precise nature, they are 
somewhat obscure to us. Our Lord, however, evidently in- 
tended to convey the idea of gradation in future punishment, 
the last one threatened being the most terrible, being analogous 
to what his hearers understood by the ** Gehenna of fire." 
In the second passage above quoted, the threatening, freed 
from metaphor, affirms that it is profitable for a man to get 
rid of a passion prompting him to sin, however loved, by any 
means however violent, rather than that the whole man should 
be cast into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire, to which in 
the second clause is added, "where their worm dieth not and 
the tire is not quenched ;" on the same principle that a man 
would prefer to part with his right eye, or his right hand, 
rather than that his whole body should be cast into it. 

What, then, did our Lord mean, and what did his hearers 
understand, by the words, " the Gehenna of fire " ? 

The words, " where their worm dieth not and the fire is 
not quenched," are evidently an allusion to the following 
passage in Isaiah : — 

" And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to 
another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come 
to worship before me" (i.e. at Jerusalem) *' saith the Lord ; 
and they shall go forth, and shall look at the carcases of 
the men that have transgressed against me ; for their worm 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched, and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh." (Isaiah Ixvi. 23, 24.) 

In this passage it is obvious that not living beings but 
dead carcases are spoken of as a prey of the worm that 
never dies and of the fire which is never quenched. Such 
imagery, however, was one pre-eminently fitted to impress a 
Jew, a Greek, or a Roman with the idea of all that is terrible 
in death — for nothing was more abhorrent to their feelings 
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than that the bodies of the dead should remam unburied ; 
and, consequently, to convey to those who heard the utter- 
ance we are considering, the idea that some terrible form of 
destruction awaited wilful sinners in the unseen world. 

It is important to observe that the word Gehenna, here 
translated " hell," is neither more nor less than the name of a 
valley situated a short distance from Jerusalem. To a Jew it 
conveyed the idea of everything which was odious, for it had 
not only been the scene of the Moloch worship of former times, 
in which living victims were consumed in the fire, but it had 
subsequently become the place to which all the dead carcases 
and filth of Jerusalem were carried. We are informed by 
Jewish writers that a fire was here kept continually burning 
for the purpose of consuming them, but their authority for 
this assertion is doubtful. We are likewise told that the 
Jews viewed the scenes enacted in this valley as symbolical 
of the punishment which awaited the wicked in the under- 
world. Be this as it may, the language is evidently sym- 
bolical — it is impossible to express truth respecting the unseen 
world except in symbolical language ; — ^but the symbols were 
fitted to impress those who heard our Lord with the awful 
consequences with which sin unrepented of will be attended 
hereafter. Still there is nothing in the symbols used which 
suggests the idea that the fate of such sinners would be a 
conscious existence in torments which would never end. On 
the contrary, the imagery suggests that of ultimate destruc- 
tion ; and it is difficult to see how in the ordinary use of 
language they can bear any other signification ; for it by no 
means follows because a fire is unquenchable that the same 
victim will continue to bum in it for ever, or, because a worm 
will never die, that it will continue to prey for ever on the 
same carcase. It has been urged that the worm that 
never dies is a metaphor to denote an ever-gnawing con- 
science ; but although such a meaning may suggest itself to 
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philosophers and divines in their closets, it is most unlikely 
that it would have done so to the promiscuous multitudes 
whom our Lord was addressing. Both words must be alike 
symbolical or alike literal ; and however they may be under- 
stood, they can only denote ultimate destruction. 

St. Matthew records the following utterance of our Lord, 
which throws considerable light on the metaphorical language 
we have been considering : — 

" Whoso shall cause one of these little ones that believe on 
me to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk 
in the depth of the sea. .... And if thy hand or thy foot 
causeth thee to stimible, cut it off and cast it from thee ; 
it is good for thee to enter into hfe (el^ Tt}i/ ^cdijv) maimed 
or halt, rather than, having two hands or two feet, to be cast 
into the eternal fire (to Trup to alwviov). And if thy eye 
causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out and cast it from thee, 
it is good for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather 
than, having two eyes, to be cast into the hell of fire" {eU rijv 
yeevi/av rov 'rwpo^, into the Gehenna of fire). (Matt, xviii. 
6—9.) 

No one can entertain a doubt that the language of this 
Dassage is highly metaphorical, and that it is intended to be 
an impressive warning, to those who are guilty of tempting 
others into such courses, of the consequences with which that 
sin will be attended ; the words to iwp to alwviov, and rijv 
(yievvav rov irvpo?, bearing the same meaning as in the pre- 
ceding utterances. But the words to which I would draw 
the reader's particular attention are the following : " Whoso 
shall cause one of these little ones that believe on me to 
stumble, it is profitable for him that a great millstone should 
be hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk in the 
depth of the sea." Such a fate would be a far lighter doom 
than to be cast into " the eternal fire," or " the Gehenna of 
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fire ; " but the words contain no hint that our Lord intended 
by them to teach that the punishment of such a sin would 
be a never-ending existence in never-ending torment. No 
words could have been less likely to suggest this idea than 
that it is profitable for a man to have a great millstone 
hanged about his neck and he be cast into the depth of the 
sea ; the former denoting terrible suffering which will be end- 
less and hopeless, and the latter a pain, probably not severe, 
which will terminate in five minutes, or even less. Surely if 
our Lord had intended it to be understood that the punish- 
ment of such a sinner would be endless existence in never- 
ending torment, He would have said so plainly. 

The following are denunciations against sin wilfully per- 
sisted in : — 

1. " Wide is the gate and broad is the way which leadeth 
to destruction" (ek Trjv airafXeiav), (Matt. vii. 13.) 

2. " Be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him who is able to destroy 
{u'TroXeffai) both soul and body in Gehenna." (Matt. x. 28.) 

3. " Except ye repent, ye shall in like manner perish " 
(ttTToXearee). (Luke xiii. 3.) 

4. "And it shall be, that every soul which shall not 
hearken to that prophet shall be utterly destroyed (e^oXoOpev 
Bijaercu) from among the people." (Acts iii. 23.) 

5. " Behold ye despisers, and wonder and perish" {cufHtv 
IffOrp-e). (Acts xiii. 41.) 

All the Greek terms here used denote what in popular 
English we mean by the word "destruction." They say nothing 
as to whether the process of destruction will be long or short, 
but they imply that it will be a painful one. No ordinary 
speaker of Greek could have understood them in any other 
sense without being warned that a different meaning was 
intended to be attached to them. Few expressions could 
have been less adapted to convey to the hearer the idea of a 
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conscious existence in never-ending torment. From the 
second of these passages we learn that our Lord used 
" Gehenna " as a symbol of the place of the future punish- 
ment of the wicked ; and from the fourth, that the destruc- 
tion of those spoken of would be utter and complete. 

The two following passages present us with the same 
subject from a different point of view : — 

1. "Agree with thine adversary quickly whiles thou art 
with him in the way, lest haply the adversary deliver thee 
to the judge, and the judge deUver thee to the officer, and 
thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt 
by no means come out thence till thou hast paid the last 
farthing." (Matt v. 25, 26.) 

2. "And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors till he should pay all that was due. So shall also 
my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive not every one 
his brother from your hearts." (Matt. xviiL 34, 35.) 

The language of these passages is metaphorical, the metaphor 
in the first being derived from the mode in which judges in 
those days dealt with debtors ; and in the second, from the 
mode in which masters punished their slaves, even those of 
the highest rank. These practices were beyond all doubt well 
known to our Lord's hearers, and He uses them as illustra- 
tions of the consequences which will overtake sin, wilfully 
persisted in, in the unseen world. It should be observed, 
also, that the word paaavurrri^, "tormentor," does not 
necessarily mean in the Greek language one who actually 
inflicts tortures, but the keeper of a prison, the term being 
applied to him because he not unfrequently acted in the 
capacity of torturer. 

The expressions, " Till thou hast paid the last farthing," 
and " TiU he should pay all that was due," have been very 
generally understood as affirmations that the punishment 
alluded to will know no termination throughout the eternity 
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to come, on the ground that it is impossible for any sinner to 
pay the debt which he owes to Divine justice. But before 
these words can be made to bear this meaning, it must 
first be proved that sufifering which will never terminate is the 
just punishment of a finite sin, such as an unforgiving temper, 
which is the sin referred to in the context. God will cer- 
tainly judge the world in righteousness, and will therefore 
proportion the punishment to the guilt of the transgressor. 
The expressions used imply that the punishment of impeni- 
tent sinners will be severe ; but they convey no hint that 
it will know no termination. I am aware that it has been 
urged that because God is infinite and man finite, therefore 
every ofiTence of man deserves an infinite punishment ; but the 
argument is equally valid to prove that because man is finite 
every oflfence of a finite being can only merit a finite punish- 
ment, and that when the punishment which is due to the 
transgression has been undergone, the debt due to Divine 
justice has been discharged. The argument on both sides, let 
it be observed, is founded on considerations of justice alone, 
leaving out all those which appeal to the Divine mercy and 
compassion. It is true that in both metaphors the two per- 
sons referred to are represented as having incurred debts ; 
but the relation between a human creditor and a debtor very 
imperfectly represents the relation which exists between God 
and man. In both cases the creditor is represented as shutting 
up the debtor in prison until he should pay the debt, which in 
the latter case was an enormous one, thus rendering it impos- 
sible that he should do so, unless some friend interfered in 
his behalf. This the humanity of modem legislation justly 
forbids ; and it is impossible that man can be more merciful 
than God. The truth is, that man's violations of the laws of 
God are not debts, but sins ; and the punishment inflicted 
on the transgression is not the mere payment of a debt, but 
the penalty due to sin. 
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St. Luke records the foUowiDg important utterance of our 
Lord : — 

" And that servant which knew his lord's will, and made 
not ready, nor did according to his will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes ; but he that knew not, and did things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. And to whom- 
soever much is given of him shall much be required ; and to 
whom they commit much, of him will they ask the more." 
(Luke xii. 47, 48.) 

Here we are again obviously in the region of metaphor. 
The servants in great men's houses in those days were 
slaves, even the one here referred to as the steward ; and for 
slaves, the well-known instrument of punishment was the 
scourge. The steward-slave of the parable, who, having been 
set over his fellow-slaves during his lord's absence, had been 
guilty of tyranny, gluttony, and drunkenness, is on his return 
sentenced to be severely scourged, and others who had done 
things worthy of stripes to be scourged, but with far less 
severity. 

What then does this parable teach with respect to retribu- 
tion in the unseen world ? I answer, that God, in adminis- 
tering justice hereafter, will not punish all sins alike ; but 
that his punishments will be proportioned to the degree of 
the guilt. Hardened sinners will be punished with great 
severity ; sinners far less guilty will receive a punishment 
which will be comparatively mild. One thing is certain, the 
symbol " shall be beaten with few stripes " cannot possibly 
denote a conscious existence in a misery which will never end ; 
for although the suflTering at any particular instant may be 
mild compared with that of the sinner to whom much has 
been entrusted, and who has shamefully abused his trust, 
yet if it has neither end nor hope of termination, it is im- 
possible that the symbol " shall be beaten with few stripes ** 
can be any adequate representation of its awful reality. Let 
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it also be observed that the entire passage does not contain a 
hint that the punishment with which it threatens sinners is 
a never-ending existence in torment, though the punishment 
with which the great sinner is threatened is an awful one. 

Again, " The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
that sowed good seed in his field, but while men slept his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way." The Divine speaker adds, " Let both " (i.e. the wheat 
and the tares) " grow together unto the harvest ; and in the 
time of harvest I will say to the reapers. Gather up first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to bum them ; but gather 
the wheat into my barn." He then explains the parable as 
follows : " The field is the world (6 Koafxo^), the good seed, 
these are the sons of the kingdom, and the tares are the sons 
of the evil-one ; the enemy that sowed them is the devil, 
the harvest is the consummation of the age (awTeKeia rov 
aIa)vo?)y and the reapers are angels. As therefore the tares 
are gathered up and burnt with fire, so shall it be at the con- 
mimmation of the age. The Son of Man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into the furnace of fire ; there shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear." (Matt. xiii. 24 — 43.) 

This parable and its explanation form one of the most im- 
portant utterances of our Lord respecting future retribution. 
The kingdom of heaven is here divided into two ceons, viz. 
the period of its growth, and the period when it will have 
realised the object of its institution. Wheat is used as the 
emblem of the righteous, and tares as the emblem of the 
evil. During the period of growth, i.e. during the present dis- 
pensation, the wheat and the tares, i.e. the righteous and the 
wicked, are to grow together in the kingdom of God. Then 
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comes another dispensation, beginning with what is called in 
the parable the harvest, and in its explanation the consum- 
mation of the age. In this a separation between the wheat 
and the tares is destined to take place ; the wheat will be 
gathered into the householder s bam, and the tares will be 
gathered together in bundles and burnt. 

Our Lord explains that by the field in which the seed was 
sown he meant the world (/ro<r/i09), that the good seed denoted 
the sons of the kingdom, and the tares the sons of the evil- 
one ; and that just as tares are collected together and con- 
sumed with fire at the time of harvest, so those that cause 
stumbling, and those that do iniquity, will be gathered out 
of his kingdom and cast into the furnace of fire at the con- 
summation of the age ; and the righteous will then shine as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

What then do these symbols imply respecting the punish- 
ment which awaits the finally impenitent at the consum- 
mation of the present Christian dispensation ? As the tares 
are collected and burnt, so the wicked will be collected and 
cast, not into a furnace of fire, as in the Authorised Version, 
but into the fvimam of fire, as in the Revised, the use of the 
article showing that some definite furnace was referred to — 
probably the Gehenna of fire referred to in our Lord's pre- 
vious teaching, or such a furnace as is mentioned in the Book 
of Daniel. Whatever may be the absolute reality thus sym- 
bolised, it is simply impossible that the imagery of the 
parable or of its explanation could have suggested to our 
Lord's hearers that the thing threatened was an endless 
existence in never-ending torment. The meaning which it 
was calculated to convey was that at the consummation of 
the age some terrible form of destruction would overtake 
evil-doers ; and the final warning, " There shall be the weep- 
ing and the gnashing of teeth," undoubtedly implied that the 
destruction would not be an instantaneous one, but one which 
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would be gradual in its operation. The expression "the 
weeping and the gnashing of teeth," 6 K\av6fxo9 koI 6 ppvyfxo^ 
TMU olovrwu (let the reader observe the double article) was a 
symbol repeatedly used by our Lord in reference to those who 
will be finally shut out from the perfected kingdom of God. 
The use of the double article proves that the thing alluded 
to by these words was something well-known to our Lord's 
hearers ; but all we can now do is to conjecture what was 
the thing intended, the image being apparently that of a 
set of hungry persons who, by their own fault, were shut 
out from a feast of which they were the spectators. The 
symbol employed was one well fitted to convey to our Lord's 
hearers the intimation that the destruction threatened would 
not be instantaneous, but on the contrary would be a pro- 
longed period of misery, during which profound regret would 
be felt for past folly — a condition which the idea of weeping 
is calculated to convey — and remorse for the loss of happiness 
that might have been attained — an idea which is suggested 
by the Avords *' the gnashing of teeth." 

We have similar imagery in the parable of the drag-net — 

" So," says our Lord in his explanation of it, " shall it be 
at the consummation of the age. The angels shall come forth 
and sever the wicked from the righteous, and shall cast them 
into the furnace of Jive; there shall be the weeping and the 
gnashing of teeth," (Matt. xiii. 49, 50.) 

This last symbol is used in the parable of the marriage 
feast in reference to the man who presumed to enter without 
having on a wedding garment. 

** Friend," says the king, "how camest thou in hither, not 
having a wedding garment ? And he was speechless. Then 
the king said to his servants. Bind him hand and foot and 
cast him out into the outer darkness; there shall be the 
weeping and the gnashing of teeth." (Matt xxii. 12, 13.) 

Here the symbol "the outer darkness" is evidently the 
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darkness outside the guest-chamber in the king's palace, and 
the weeping and the gnashing of teeth denotes the despair of 
one who, through his own fault, was excluded from partici- 
pating in the feast ; but the parable contains no hint that 
the thing threatened was endless life in misery. 

Again ; " Therefore I say unto you, Every sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men, but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit shall not be forgiven. And whosoever shall speak 
a word against the Son of man it shall be forgiven him, but 
whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit it shall not be 
forgiven, neither in this world nor in that which is to come," 
Iv rovTO) rw aiwvi ovre ev rw /xeWoi/Ti, in this age, nor in 
the coming one. (Matt. xii. 31, 32.) 

This utterance is thus reported by St. Mark — 

" Verily I say unto you, All their sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and their blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme. But whosoever shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness (ovk e^et a<f)e(nv etv 
Tov alwva), but is guilty of an eternal sin." (Mark iii. 28, 29.) 

The reader should observe that the passage in Mark pre- 
sents two readings, one which has been adopted by tht? 
Revisers, ** an eternal sin " {alwviov afiaprijfxaTo^), and the 
other (aitauLov Kpurew^), which has been adopted by the 
Authorised Version, which is there translated " eternal dam- 
nation," but which really means eternal judgment, the 
manuscript authority for the reading d/xa/yriy/iaTo? being 
stronger than for that of Kpiacw?.'^ 

* This diversity of reading proves that it is impossible to base an important 
truth on any mere isolated statement of the sacred writings. Critics have laid 
down certain rules by which they judge which out of a variety of readings 
found in existing manuscripts were the actual words written by the sacred 
writer. These rules, though admirable in their way, are by no means infallible, 
for inasmuch as our oldest manuscripts date no earlier than from the fourth 
century, it is quite possible — ^nay, it is highly probable — that in the course of 
transcription, errors may have been introduced into the manuscripts of the third, 
second, and even in those of the latter part of the first century, which have 
become stereotyped in our present manuscripts ; and that now and then a word 
in an apostolic autograph, may have baen inadvertently Bubstitutod for another. 
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The utterance as reported by St. Matthew simply affirms 
that those who blaspheme against the Holy Spirit shall not 
be forgiven, neither " in this age," i.e. the then existing age, 
nor in the age to come. These words, therefore, simply affirm 
that the blasphemer against the Holy Spirit will not obtain 
foigiveness under either dispensation, but they give no hint 
that the punishment will be an endless existence in torment. 

But what if the reading " eternal sin" is the correct re- 
presentation of our Lord's utterance ? This reading has been 
preferred by many, not only on account of its superior manu- 
script authority, but because the words "eternal sin" are 
supposed to aid in getting rid of some of the difficulties with 
which the idea of a never-ending punishment as the penalty 
of a finite sin is attended. Thus it is argued that if a sinner 
continues to sin endlessly, it will be consistent with justice to 
punish him endlessly. Yet if it be granted that the word " sin " 
and not "judgment " is the true reading in St. Mark, we have 
no right to assume that he has reported our Lord's utterance 
more correctly than St. Matthew. But even if St. Mark wrote 
the words " guilty of an eternal sin," there is no reason why 
they should be understood as affirming that the blasphemer 
will go on sinning for ever. To be guilty of an eternal sin, 
and to be guilty of eternal sinning, are two very different 
ideas, the first denoting a con^pleted act, and the second a 
continuous set of actions, which, on the assumption that the 
word " eternal " means " never-ending," are a set of actions 
destined never to be completed. How it is possible by 
any single act to be guilty of eternal sinning is difficult to 
comprehend, except on the assumption that the utterance is 
intended to affirm that God will punish the sin of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit by consigning him who is guilty of it 
to a state in which he will of necessity go on sinning for ever 
as the penalty for his offence. Can this be true of Him who 
willeth not the death of the sinner, but who desireth rather 
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that he should turn from his sin and live ? But the words 
** guilty of an eternal sin" denote a completed act, ie. an act 
which is lasting in its consequences. As such they convey 
the same meaning as those in St. Matthew, ** shall not be 
forgiven, neither in this age nor in the age to come." 

But with respect to the general question, it is difficult to 
see what is gained by substituting the words " eternal sin " 
for " eternal judgment." If it is intended to affirm that 
those innumerable multitudes of men which popular theology 
designates the wicked will be consigned as a punishment for 
sin committed here to a condition in which they will be 
guilty of sinning for evermore, or even if this fate is reserved 
for those only who are guilty of blaspheming the Holy Spirit, 
it is impossible to reconcile such a state of things with St. 
Paul's assertion that there is a time coming in the future 
when all the enemies of Jesus Christ will be placed in sub- 
jection under his feet, and when God will be all in all. How 
is it possible, I ask, that " God can be all in all " if beings 
will exist sinning against Him everlastingly? The sub- 
jection of all things to Jesus Christ and God's becoming all 
in all can be effected by the destruction of those who are in- 
curably wicked, and by the drawing to Christ of those who are 
not, by His divinely attractive power. *' I," says He, "if I 
be lifted up from the earth- will draw all men unto me." 
Such an affirmation is inconsistent with the widespread idea 
that He will attract to Himself only that small fraction of 
the human race which certain systems of popular theology 
designate the elect, and that the non-elect will be consigned 
to a condition in which they will be guilty of ceaseless sin- 
ning, and therefore of justly incurring the penalty of ever- 
lasting suffering. 

Let us turn now to the parable of Dives and Lazarus. 

This parable being one of considerable length, instead of 
quoting it I must ask the reader to peruse it in either of the 
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two versions. It will be necessary to consider it in some 
detail, because it has been often treated as though its imagery 
was intended to be a revelation of realities as they exist in 
the imseen world, and some have even viewed it as almost a 
history of actual occurrences. St. Luke, it is true, does not 
affirm that it is a parable ; but neither does he do so of 
several of our Lord's previous utterances which are unques- 
tionably parables. I shall assume, therefore, that it is one, 
and, like all other parables, that it was intended to impress 
on those who heard it a moral lesson, which in the parable 
before us is twofold : 

First, that men will be responsible in the unseen world for 
their conduct here. 

Secondly, that those whom the great truths of revelation 
fail to bring to repentance would not be brought to repentance 
by those signs which our Lord's opponents were constantly 
demanding of Him, even if one of them should be of so awful 
a character as the appearance of one from the unseen world 
testifying of its realities from his own personal experience of 
them. 

The narrative being a parable, it is impossible that its 
imagery can have been intended to be a revelation of the 
secrets of the underworld. If we accept one part of it as 
such we ought in consistency to accept the whole, and this 
none of its expositors do. It is worthy of remark that its 
imagery bears no resemblance to that of the Hades of the Old 
Testament, but a closer one to those descriptions of Hades 
which were current among the Greeks, in which, as in the 
parable, there were two departments — an Elysium for the 
blest, and a Tartarus, or place of fiery punishment, for the 
evil. Though it is impossible to determine with certainty 
whence the imagery was derived, there can be little doubt that 
it was current with the scribes and Pharisees, who, together 
with our Lord's disciples, are stated by the Evangelist to 
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have formed the auditory to whom this and the preceding 
parables were addressed, the imagery of our Lord's parables 
being habitually taken from things with which his hearers 
were &miliar. 

The following considerations prove that the imagery of 
the parable was not intended to be a description of the 
realities of the unseen world : — 

1. Concerning those realities the New Testament is else- 
where profoundly silent. It is therefore incredible, if it had 
been intended to make a revelation of them, that it should 
have been done in a parable and not in the way of direct 
affirmation. 

2. The imagery itself is inconsistent with the idea that it 
was intended to be descriptive of realities, for it represents both 
Dives and Lazarus as still possessing bodies in the under- 
world similar to those which they possessed on earth. Thus 
Dives, though described as a personality which had recently 
passed from the body, is yet depicted as having eyes and a 
tongue, and as being in anguish in a burning fire : a descrip- 
tion inapplicable to a disembodied spirit. Lazarus, also, is 
described as having a finger, which Dives entreats Abraham 
to allow him to dip in water for the purpose of cooling his 
burning tongue. In tact, the entire imagery presupposes 
that both Abraham, Lazarus, and Dives are still in the body, 
and surrounded by bodily conditions. 

3. The two compartments of Hades are depicted as visible 
from one another, so that the blessed witnessed the suflferings 
of the lost, and the lost the felicity of the blessed ; but be- 
tween them lies an impassable gulf, yet not so wide but to 
admit of their conversing with one another. 

4. The prayer of Dives is represented as addressed to a 
departed saint, who is described as receiving it without 
rebuke. No other hint is to be found in the New Testament 
that such a thing is possible, and, assuming it to be so, it 
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would form a justification of numerous superstitions of the 
Church of Rome. 

6. Dives is described as fer from being lost to all good; 
He possesses at least one estimable trait, for, if nothing can 
be done to relieve his j)resent anguish, he is anxious for his 
five brothers, who by their conduct were in danger of sharing 
his awfiil fate ; he therefore prays Abraham to send Lazarus 
to warn them of their danger. This remnant of good feeling 
in him is consistent with the idea that his sufferings were in- 
tended to be remedial ; but it is inconsistent with the popular 
notion that all good has so utterly perished in one whom it 
designates a lost soul that he is the just subject of pimishment 
without end and without hope. I am aware that it has been 
urged that his solicitude for his brethren was purely selfish, 
arising from a fear that if they should come to the same 
place of torment as himself, they would add to his misery by 
reproaching him that by his bad example and seductions he 
had been the means of bringing them into this condition of 
misery and ruin. But with respect to this theory it will be 
sufficient to say that the parable does not contain a hint 
that such was his motive. Surely, while any good remains in 
a man he must be still the subject of the Divine com- 
passion, and therefore his condition cannot be irremediable. 

For these reasons it seems impossible that the imagery of 
the parable can have been intended to be descriptive of the 
realities of the unseen world. It therefore adds nothing to 
our knowledge of the nature of future retribution beyond 
that which is afforded by the Scriptures we have been con- 
sidering. 

It has been objected to the view above taken, that it is 
inconceivable that our Lord should have used the imagery in 
question, if he had not intended to give his sanction to it as 
descriptive of the realities of the condition of departed spirits 
after death. To this I answer, that parables are only intended 
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to enforce the truth of the moral which they illustrate, and not 
to guarantee that of the imagery by which it is illustrated. 
This important fact has been too often neglected by interpreters 
of our Lord's parables — a neglect of which that of the Good 
Samaritan is a striking example. Our Lord himself has given 
us its moral, but its imagery has been often interpreted as if 
it were intended to be descriptiye of certain truths which 
have not the remotest connection with it and of which the 
parable itself gives no hint. This habit of interpreters of 
Scripture is neither more nor less than, when they do not 
find it, as they think, suflSciently edifying, to endeavour to 
make it more so, by reading into it their own systems of 
theology and then persuading themselves that they have 
foimd them there. The imagery of the parable of the Unjust 
Steward forms no vindication of his dishonest practices. 

Turning next to the parables of the Ten Virgins, the 
Talents, the Sheep and the Goats, and of the Poimds, I 
again must ask the reader to peruse them in one of the two 
versions. 

The three first of these form a continuous whole with our 
Lord's great eschatological discourse, as it is recorded in St 
Matthew's Gospel, but they are omitted in their report of it 
by both St. Mark and St. Luke. They are parables descriptive 
of different aspects of the kingdom of heaven. In the first, 
the virgins who came prepared with a suflSicient supply of oil 
for their lamps enter at once with the bridegroom into the 
marriage feast, on which the door is shut. Afterwards the 
five foolish ones, having obtained the Tiecessary supply of oil, 
pray that the door might be opened to give them admittance, 
but the bridegroom replies that he knows them not. The 
moral of the parable is drawn by our Lord Himself : "Watch, 
therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour." Nothing 
is said respecting the subsequent fate of the foolish virgins, 
who are described as returning after they had procured the 
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necessary supply of oil, except that, notwithstanding their 
earnest entreaties, they were excluded from the marriage 
feast. The advice given them to purchase the needful oil, 
and the fact that they succeeded in so doing, proves that it is 
impossible to erect a dogma on the mere imagery of a parable. 

The moral of the parable of the Talents is that men will 
be made responsible hereafter for their conduct here, and 
will be rewarded or punished according to the use which they 
have made of the various gifts with which they have been en- 
trusted. It is illustrated by the supposed case of a traveller 
who, on his return from a distant journey, demands of his 
slaves an account of the use which they had made of the 
various sums of money which he had committed to them to 
trade with. Of these, two had made one hundred per cent, 
profit on the sums entrusted to them, and they are rewarded 
with a greatly increased trust, and a share in their master's 
pleasures. But a slave who had made no use of his money, 
but simply returned what he had received, is not only 
deprived of the sum committed to him, but ordered to be 
boimd hand and foot and to be cast into the darkness out- 
side the lighted festal chamber, where would be " the weeping 
cmd the gnashing of teeth." 

The parable of the Pounds, which is recorded by St. Luke, 
bears a close resemblance to that of the Talents, but the 
Evangelist informs us that the special purpose for which it 
was uttered was to correct a widespread misapprehension of 
our Lord's hearers that the kingdom of Qod, in its glorious 
manifestation, was then going to appear. With this purpose 
in view he represents the great man, like the Herodian princes, 
as going into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom 
and to return. During his absence he intrusts each of his 
ten slaves with a mina (incorrectly translated " pound "), 
with which they were to trade. Here a number of enemies 
are introduced into the imagery of the parable, who do their 
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best to induce the oyerlord to refuse him institution into his 
kingdom. They fiiil, however, to effect their purpose, and 
the nobleman returns as king. Thereupon he demands of 
his slaves an accoimt of the use which they had made of their 
respective minas, and rewards those who had respectively 
made by trading one thousand and five hundred per cent, with 
the government of as many cities as they had gained minas. 
One slave had made no use of his money, and he directs that 
it should be taken from him and given to him who had em- 
ployed that with which he had been entrusted to the greatest 
advantage. Then follows the sentence which he pronounces 
on his avowed enemies : ^* Those mine enemies, that would 
not that I should reign over them ; bring hither, and slay 
them before me." (Luke xix. 12 — 27.) 

While each of these parables is unquestionably intended to 
teach that retribution for his conduct here will follow man in 
the unseen world, not one of them drops a hint that the 
punishment of the wicked will be a never-ending existence in 
endless misery. On the contrary, the parable of the Pounds 
implies, that the fate of those who are irreclaimable enemies 
of Christ wiU be ultimate destruction ; but all these parables 
are silent on the subject of duration. 

The parable of the Sheep and the Goats is attended with 
difficulties which require a careful consideration. It is evi- 
dently a parable like the two preceding ones, and it is impos- 
sible that it can be, as it is regarded by many, an actual des- 
cription of the process which wiU take place on what is 
usually designated " the day of judgment," when, according to 
the popular conceptions of it, those countless multitudes of 
mankind who have existed in the past, who exist in the present, 
and who will exist in the future, will be raised from the dead 
and wiU stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. That 
this parable was not intended to be descriptive of such a 
scene is clear from the following considerations : — 
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It contains no reference to a resurrection, which is not 
even once referred to throughout the entire discourse of 
which it forms the conclusion. The persons described as 
standing before the throne are not " aU that are in the tomhSy* 
but ''aUthe nations,** wain-a ra eOi/rj, words which the Revisers 
have translated in nearly every other place in the New 
Testament, "the Gentiles," a term which is uniformly used by 
the sacred writers to denote Gentiles in contrast to men of 
Jewish race, or to members of the Church.* The principles 
on which the latter will be judged are laid down in the two pre- 
ceding parables ; but the language of this third parable im- 
plies that those whom our Lord describes himself as judging 
were not members of the Church, for not only do the words 
Train-a ra eOinf, in accordance with the usage of the writers of 
the New Testament, denote Gentiles in contrast to Christians, 
but it is impossible that any Christian saint could have been 
ignorant that works of mercy rendered to the least of those 
whom the Judge designates his brethren, would be accepted 
by Him as done to Himself. Yet when He tells those who 
are placed on His right hand, that when hungry they had given 
Him meat, when thirsty they had given Him drink, when a 
stranger they had taken Him in, when naked they had 
clothed Him, when sick they had visited Him, and when in 
prison they had come unto Him, their answer implies that 
they were ignorant that good deeds done to others would be 
esteemed by the Judge as done to Himself. 

What then is the leading idea of the parable ? I answer : 
that the principle on which those who have not had the 

* Of the nmge above referred to the foUowing are ezamplefl: — ^Matt. tL 33, 
X. 1, zii. 19—21, xviii. 19, zx. 25. Luke ii. 32, xviiL 32, xxi. 24, xxii. 26. 
Acts ix. 16, xi. 1—8, xiiL 46, xiv. 2, 6, 28, xr. 3, 7, 14, xviii. 7, xxi. 21—25, 
xxii. 21, xxvL 17, xxviii. 20—28. Bom. i. 18, ii. 14—24, ix. 80, xi. 18—26, 
XV. 12, 16, 19, 29. These references wiU be sufficient as examples. It will be, 
therefore, needless to refer to every passage in which ^the words rd I9vii are 
similarly translated in the remaining epistles. 
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benefit of a divine revelation will be judged hereafter, is the 
presence or absence in the individual of a spirit of love, 
mercy, and compassion. But, inasmuch as the Judge is 
assumed to be a righteous Judge, those who will be condemned 
for the absence of these qualities cannot be such as were incap- 
able of feeling them, owing to an evil nature transmitted from 
their ancestors, or to the nature of the environment in 
which they were bom and educated (vast numbers of savages 
are such) ; but those in whom they have become extinct, by 
a voluntary course of evil actions. Respecting the sentence 
which will be pronounced on those who have been bom into 
such unfavourable conditions, or whether, taking them into 
His merciful consideration, they may not be among the 
number of those whom He will place on His right hand, the 
parable is silent One thing, however, we know for certain, 
that the Judge of all the earth will certainly do right ; and 
therefore that in executing judgment on those innumerable 
multitudes of mankind who have been bom and educated 
under these evil influences. He will hold them account- 
able only for what they have had, and will not hold them 
accoimtable for what they have not had. 

The sentence passed on those on His left hand is as 
follows : — 

" Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire (ciV to 
'rrvp TO cdu)vu>v)y which is [Greek, lias been] prepared for 
the devil and his angels." The Judge then proceeds to give 
the reason for this sentence, viz. that those thus condemned 
had neglected every one of the duties which those vn His 
right hand had performed ; and on their remonstrating that 
they had never thus neglected Him, He repeats the assurance 
that those who had thus neglected His brethren were in His 
estimation guilty of neglecting even Himself. Then follow the 
words — 

" These shall go away into punishment etemal {eh KoKatriv 
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(dwpiov), but the righteous into life eternal *' (ei9 ^wrfp cuwpiov). 
(Matt. XXV. 46.) 

The reader should notice the emphasis which in the Greek 
is laid on the words " the eternal fire/' of the preceding 
clause, the article being prefixed to both the adjective 
cdwviov and to the substantive irvp. This proves that the 
fire in question was a fire well known to our Lord's hearers, 
viz. the Gehenna referred to in His preceding teaching. 
Fire, when used in Scripture as a metaphor, bears two signi- 
fications, which differ widely from each other, usually 
denoting an instrument of destruction but more rarely one 
of purification. The fire referred to in this passage, being 
described as prepared for the devil and his angels, shows that 
it is used in the former sense ; in feict, when it is used to 
denote an instrument of purification there is usually some- 
thing in the context which shows that such is its intended 
meaning. But although this fire, as far as its duration is 
concerned, may mean whatever is denoted by the word 
€uwvio^, — which, when it refers to duration, is best repre- 
sented in English by the word "age-long," — there is nothing 
in the words themselves to imply that those cast into it 
will continue to exist for ever in it, or that they will not 
be ultimately destroyed by it, though the words certainly 
imply that their destruction will be a terrible one. 

We must now consider the meaning of the concluding 
words : — 

" These shall go away into eternal punishment (eh koKoajiv 
alwpiop), but the righteous into eternal life" (e/y ^aniv 
alwviov). Let it be observed that the KoKaaiv cdwvu>v into 
which those on the left hand of the Judge are described as 
going, is evidently the same thing as is denoted in the 
preceding sentence by the words, to iwp to alwviov, the 
*'fire which is eternal, prepared for the devil and his 
angels." 
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It has been uiged that if the word alivio^ in this passage, 
when united with Ko\aai9 and itvpy does not denote a state 
of punishing (I advisedly use the word punishing, because the 
word punishment denotes a completed act) which will have 
no termination, then the same word when united to ^cmJ, life, 
gives no assurance to the righteous of a life which will never 
end. I fiilly admit that the word alwvio^, when united with ^«»/, 
life, must have the same meaning as it bears when it is in 
the same sentence united with the words xoKaai^, or itvp. 
But there is this difference between the two cases. When 
the seon, or seons, denoted by the word aiwpio9, are coming 
to a close, all holy beings will still be able to look up to Him 
who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty, 
as the unchangeable father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort, and as in His essential being, love; and their 
" abiding in love,'* causing them to abide in God and God in 
them, affords the strongest ground for trust that their life 
with God will never end. Full well, therefore, may they be 
satisfied during the ceons of the future with living in that 
state of hope and trust in God in which the saints of the Old 
Testament lived and died, though its pages contain no express 
revelation of a life to come. Yet, as we have seen, not a few 
of the most enlightened saints of that dispensation entertained 
the firmest faith, notwithstanding the clouds and darkness 
with which God's present providences were enshrouded, that it 
would be finally well with those who loved God, and who 
lived in obedience to His laws. Why, then, should not the 
inheritor of the perfected kingdom of God be satisfied with 
the same assurance as supported his Jewish brother during 
the age in which he lived, that God, who is imchangeable in 
His perfections, will never desert them that love Him 
throughout all the ages of the future, when, to use the words 
of the Apostle, " God will be all in all ?" This is an assur- 
ance on which we may rely with far more fulness of conviction 
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than on a word which varies so greatly in meaning as the 
word alwvio9, " eternal." 

With respect to the word "fire," I have taken it for 
granted, in accordance with the almost unanimous opinion of 
modem commentators, that it is used in a metaphorical 
sense throughout our Lord's discourses ; and that it is not 
intended to affirm that sinners, whether in the body or out 
of the body, will be cast into a furnace of material fire, 
but that they will be punished with a punishment of which 
fire is a suitable S3rmboL 

What then is the meaning intended to be conveyed by the 
affirmation, "These shall go into eternal punishment" (etV 
tcoKcuTip aiwviov) ? The following are the meanings which 
are given to the word koKoxji^ in Liddell and Scott's Lexicon. 
Its primary meaning is "a pruning," its secondary ones 
" a checking, a punishing, chastisement, correction, punish- 
ment ; " and of its corresponding verb, xoKa^w, " to curtail, 
dock, prune ; " also " to keep within bounds, hold in check, 
bridle, check ; " henjce " to chasten, correct, punish." Such 
are its- ordinary meanings, its primary one being derived 
firom the act of pruning trees, and its secondary ones de- 
noting every thing included' under the common term punish- 
ment. Li the last clause it unquestionably means the same 
thing as " the eternal fire " of the first, into which those on 
the left hand of the Judge are sentenced to depart, and 
stands in direct contrast to the invitation to those on His 
right hand " to inherit the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world," i.e. the kingdom of Christ, 
which, although it is frequently designated in the Scripture 
" eternal," we yet learn from St. Paul, wiU not be without 
limits as to its duration. 

It is contended by many, especially by those who hold the 
theory known by the name of universalism, that the word 
KoKoun^ means punishment with a view to correction. That 
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this is one of its meanings we have seen above ; but when 
the writers of the New Testament wish to express this idea, 
they use the word -TraiSeia to denote it. The word koXouti^ 
is very rarely used by them, and with the addition of 
a2aipu)9 only this once. I think that the sense of the entire 
context forbids us to assign to it in this place the meaning 
of "correction." The words aliviov koXcutiv, therefore, 
must be understood as bearing the same sense, as that of 
their general assertions respecting the nature of the punish- 
ment which will be inflicted on the sinner who is finally 
impenitent. 

But as I have already observed, inasmuch as the New 
Testament passed through more than fourteen centuries 
of transcription before it was committed to the safe custody 
of the printing-press, it is impossible to be certain that 
an isolated expression was the word actually employed by 
the sacred writer. It is true that all our existing Greek 
manuscripts read the word tcoXaaip, punishment ; but it is a 
singular fact that the two most ancient, and several more 
modem manuscripts, of the Italic or ancient Latin version 
of the New Testament, which dates as early as the second 
century, and constituted the New Testament of the Churches 
which spoke Latin, in place of *' punishment " read "fire," 
ign/is. If we suppose that this version has preserved the 
true reading, the diflSiculty disappears ; because in that case 
the 'TTvp alwviov of the second clause is the same thing, 
as the TO Ttvp to oIwpiop of the first ; and the word ^frvp, 
fire, bears the same meaning as it does in other parts of 
Scripture, when it is spoken of as the instrument of the 
destruction of the finally impenitent. 

The references in the Acts of the Apostles to a state of 
retribution are extremely few, and of a very general cha- 
racter. This the reader will see from the following pas- 
sages, which are the only ones in which even an apparent 
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reference is made to it St. Peter thus remarks respecting 
Judas — 

*' To take the place in the ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas fell &wskj, that he might go to his own placed 
(Acts I 25.) 

Respecting him our Lord had made the awful declaration — 

" Woe unto that man, through whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed. Good were it for that man if he had not been 
bom." (Matt. xxvi. 24.) 

Further than this respecting the nature of his punishment, 
the Scriptures are silent. 

" And it shall be, that every soul which shall not hearken 
to that prophet shall be utterly destroyed {H^oKoOpevOriijeTai) 
from among the people." (Acts iii. 23.) 

The Greek language does not possess a stronger word to 
denote utter destruction than the word here used. 

St. Peter thus denounces the sin of Simon Magus in 
seeking to obtain the power of conferring the Holy Spirit in 
return for money : — 

" Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought to 
obtain the gift of God with money. Thou hast neither part 
nor lot in this matter, for thy heart is not right before God. 
Repent, therefore, of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, 
if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. 
For I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity." (Acts viii. 20 — 23.) 

St. Paul and Barnabas thus address the blaspheming 
Jews : — 

^' It was necessary that the word of God should first be 
spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles." (Acts xiiL 46.) 

So also at Corinth, when the Jews blasphemed, St. Paul 
shook out his raiment and said unto them-* 
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*' Your blood be upon your own heads. I am clean ; from 
henceforth I will go to the Gentiles." (Acts xviiL 6.) 

The historian gives us the following brief summary of 
St. Paul's address before Felix, one of the basest of men, 
concerning the fiftith in Christ Jesus. 

'' And as he reasoned of righteousness, and temperance, 
and the judgment to come, Felix was terrified, and answered. 
Go thy way for this time ; and when I have a convenient 
season I will call thee unto me." (Acts xxiv. 25.) 

Such are the only references, if some of them can be con- 
sidered references, to this subject. It is evident that they 
throw no additional light on the point we are considering. 
The gospel of the apostolic preachers was a gospel of sal- 
vation, and only on very rare occasions did it contain denun- 
ciations of judgment ; and even these contain no hint that 
the judgment threatened was a never-ending existence in 
never-ending misery. At the same time their affirmations 
that man would be held responsible hereafter for his conduct 
here are distinct and plain. 

My general conclusion, therefore, is, that in the Synoptic 
Gospels, and in the Acts of the Apostles, the terms used to 
describe the future punishment of men irrecoverably wicked, 
imless some signification is assigned to them which they do 
not naturally bear, afiirm that it wiU be some awfiil form of 
destruction ; and that in the final judgment pronounced on 
each individual, the great truth which was proclaimed by 
St. Paul at Athens wiU be fully realised : — 

" The times of this ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commandeth all men that they should everywhere repent, 
inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by the man whom he 
hath ordained, whereof he bath given assurance unto all 
men in that he hath raised him from the dead." (Acts xvii. 
30, 31.) 
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Tes, by the man whom He hath ordained ; not another 
Jesus, but the veritable Jesus of the Gospels, who is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, as He is depicted there, 
the all-holy, and the all-compassionate Saviour, meek and 
lowly in heart ; the great self-sacrificer, who came not to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Thb bams bubjegt A0 it u en forth nr the Qobpbl Ain> thb 
Eputlb op St. Joun. 

It will be necessary to consider this Gospel and Epistle 
together, because in these alone of the sacred writings we 
are in the presence of a terminology, portions of which are 
special, and technical, and such as was current in certain 
philosophical schools of thought at the time when they were 
composed. The Epistle also is a kind of commentary on 
the Gospel, and presupposes that those for whose instruction 
it was intended, even if they were not in actual possession of 
it, were familiar with its peculiar aspects of thought, either 
from the teaching of the Apostle himself or from some other 
source of information. 

It is remarkable that in the writings of this Apostle there 
are only four passages which make a definite affirmation 
respecting a judgment to come, and one only which affirms 
that this judgment awaits man after the resurrection. On 
the other hand, the passages are numerous which affirm that 
which is designated a2wvio9 f wij, which in the Revised Version 
is uniformly translated " eternal life," and in not a few places 
as a correction of the translation " everlasting life " of the 
Authorised Version, and which will be not merely a future 
but is a present possession of the believer. 

But while there are only this inconsiderable number of direct 
references to future retribution in the writings of this Apostle, 
there are numerous indirect ones. These are set forth under 
the following contrasts : — 
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I. The contrast between ^w^ (Kfe) and Gavaro^ (death), the 
one being the antithesis of tfie other. 

II. That between the Church, or kingdom of God, and the 
world ; the one being viewed as the region of holiness and 
life, and the other of sin, corruption, and death. 

III. That between those who are bom of God and those 
who are the children of the evil one. 

I. The contbast between ^wyi (life) and Gavaro^ (death). 

It is a remarkable fact, to which the reader's attention should 
be drawn, that although the word alwvio^ (eternal, Le. age- 
long) is frequently joined as an adjective to ^wt] (life), it is 
never once so joined to its contrast, Oavaro^ (death). The 
term life, as applied to man, is almost invariably used in the 
discourses of the Gospel and in the Epistle to denote not life 
in its ordinary sense but that life in him which is spiritual 
and moral ; or, in other words, all the higher faculties of man 
when they are in active operation in the service of holiness.''*' 
Death is used to denote the opposite of this, viz. that con- 
dition of man in which his higher affections are latent, and 
when in consequence of this he is a prey of the lower 
appetites and passions ; and, secondly, a condition in which 
everything in him which is capable of being perverted to 
evil is in a state of active opposition to holiness and to God. 

The following are examples of the Apostle's use of the words 
aiwi/io9 ^wY] and of the meaning which he attaches to them : 

* Life in its primary meaning denotes that principle -wliich differentiates 
living from dead matter ; bat what it is in itself, scientific research has failed, 
and probably ever wiU fail, to discover. From its phenomena we infer that 
it is a force which, as long as it energises in man, animals, and vegetables, 
is capable of counteracting the operation of the physical forces, and of prodncing 
a number of results which they are powerless to effect. From this, its primary 
meaning, it has passed, off into a number of secondary ones, which will readily 
occur to the reader. In like manner we are entirely ignorant of what death is 
in itself. As we use the word in ordinary language, it simply means the. cessa- 
tion of the phenomena of life, or the opposite of that which we mean by life, 
"whether we use that term in its primary or its various secondary meanings. 

T 
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1.- " Verily, verily I say unto you, he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath eternal life (^€< 
^wiiv alwviov), and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed 
out of death into life. Verily, verily I say unto you, the hour 
cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God ; and they that hear shall live. For as the 
Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to the Son to 
have life in himself ; and he gave him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this, 
for the hour cometh in which all that are in the tombs shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, to the resurrection of life ; and they that have done ill, 
unto the resurrection of judgment." (John v. 24 — 29.) 

This utterance is a very important one, and therefore I 
must set forth its definite affirmations in as many distinct 
propositions. It affirms — 

1st. That eternal life is not merely that condition of 
existence to which the believer will be raised at the resur- 
rection, but it is a thing of which he is even now in actual 
possession. Our Lord does not say that he shall be raised 
to eternal life at some period of the future^ but that he is 
already in possession of it ; not that he shall pass from death 
unto life, but that he has already done so. It follows, there- 
fore, that the idea which in this passage is conveyed by the 
words " eternal life " is not that of mere duration, but that 
it is a condition of man's spiritual and moral being which 
will remain unaffected by the dissolution of the body. 

2nd. That the '* eternal life " here spoken of is the result of 
hearing Christ's words and believing on Him that sent Him, 
i.e. that it is a spiritual and moral change which will be 
effected in the mind of man by awakening in it a living 
faith in God and in Jesus Christ. 

3rd. That the change involved is not a sudden creation, 
which imparts to the spirit of man qualities and powers of 
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which it was previously destitute, but a gradual one, viz. a 
passing out of a state of death into OTie of life ; i,e. that he 
who hears Christ's words, and believes on Him that sent 
Him, thereby passes out of that condition in which his 
spiritual and moral powers and affections existed in a state 
of latency into one in which those powers and affections 
pass into a condition of active energy. I am aware that 
there are those who hold that man is brought into the world 
in a condition so depraved that nothing good exists in him 
even in a latent state ; but this is a theory which contradicts 
both facts and Scripture. "Why," says our Lord, "do ye 
not of yourselves judge that which is right ? " 

4th. The last clause of this utterance is the only one in the 
writings of this Apostle which distinctly affirms that there 
will be a general resurrection both of the evil and of the 
good. " Marvel not at this," says our Lord, " for the hour 
Cometh in which all that are i/n the tombs shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and shall come forth ; they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done ill unto the resurrection of judgment." 

This resurrection is carefully distinguished from the resur- 
rection mentioned in the preceding clause, for after affirming 
that " eternal life" is a present possession of the believer, the 
Divine speaker adds — 

" Verily, verily I say unto you, the hour cometh, and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ; 
and they that hear shall live." 

Our Lord, in these words, not only says that this hour was 
coming in the future, but that it was now actually come 
(" and now is "), when the dead — not those in the tombs — 
shall hear His voice, and that they that hear shall live. 
It is evident that in these words He is speaking of something 
different from bodily death. Of that He speaks when He 
affirms that all that are in the tombs shall hear His voice 

t2 
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and shall come fortk They will have no option but to hear 
and to obey. But those designated "the dead" at verse 25 
are represented as having an option whether they will hear 
His voice to any practical purpose, for it is only those who 
hear that will live. The words are descriptive, therefore, of 
persons who hear Christ's words and believe on Him that 
sent Him, and who, therefore, possess eternal life as a present 
possession. It should also be observed that when our Lord 
speaks of those in the tombs who have done ill as coming 
forth to a resurrection of judgment, He leaves the judgment 
to which they will come forth undefined, both as to its nature 
and duration. 

Again our Lord declares — 

2. "This is the wiU of my Father, that every one that 
beholdeth the Son, and bdieveih on Aim, should have eternal 
life ; and I will raise him up at the last day." (John vi. 40.) 

In this utterance " eternal life" in man is affirmed to be 
the result of beholding (OewpSv, contemplating) the Son 
and believing on Him. The first of these acts involves a 
steady contemplation on the part of the beholder of the 
Divine perfections which shine forth in the person of Jesus 
Christ ; and the second, a cordial acquiescence in and accept- 
ance of them as the supreme manifestation of holiness and 
goodness. Thus, to use an illustration, just as the natural 
sun kindles into active energy the life which lies latent in the 
seed, so the Sun of the spiritual world quickens into active 
energy those powers and affections which, until they feel His 
vivifying influence, lie latent, and are for practical purposes os 
good as dead in the soul of the beholder. " In him," says 
the Apostle in the preface to his Gospel, " was life, and the 
life was the light of men." Respecting the mode of 
operation by which these results are produced, whether in 
the natural or the spiritual and moral worlds, we are alike 
ignorant. 
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3. '* He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day ; for my 
flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dbideth in me, and I 
in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live be- 
cause of the Father, so he that eateth me he shall live because 
of me." ( John vi. 54 — 67.) 

Several other utterances occur in this chapter presenting 
different aspects of the same thought 

I have no intention of entering into the controversy which 
has raged over the meaning of the words '* He that eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood," but I shall assume that they 
are a highly metaphorical expression, intended to denote that 
which is referred to in the preceding passage as the steady 
contemplation, the cordial acceptance, and the appropriation 
to itself, on the part of the spirit of man, of the person of 
Jesus Christ, the drawing of that spirit to Him by the power 
of His divine attractiveness, and of the character of God as 
revealed in Him. What, then, does our Lord affirm respect- 
ing this act of eating His flesh and drinking His blood ? The 
answer is not &r to seek. He that does this will not only have 
eternal life as a possession in the future, but he dctuaUy has it 
now; Christ will raise him up at the last day ; His flesh is 
spiritual meat and His blood spiritual drink ; he that eats the 
one and drimJcs the other abides m Christ and Christ abides 
va him, thus bringing Christ and the believer into the closest 
state of spiritual imion ; and as I have said above, this 
abiding i/n Christ, and through abiding w Christ abidmg in 
ike Father, forms the surest pledge of the immortality of the 
sanctified and holy man. I make these observations be- 
cause it has often been urged that if alwvio^ does not mean 
" everlasting " in the strict philosophical sense, the Christian 
has no promise of immortality. I answer, that the strongest 
possible promise of immortality is the affirmation of our Lord 
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that He and His Father abide in the holy man and the holy 
man in them. 

4. " Even as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, 
that whatsoever thou hast given him to them he should give 
' eternal life / and this is * life eternal/ that they should know 
thee, the only true God, and him whom thou hast sent, even 
Jesus Christ." (John xviL 2, 3.) 

This utterance of our Lord is an unequivocal affirmation 
that that which is here designated " eternal life " is a present 
possession of the believer, and that it consists in " knowing 
the only true God, and him whom he has sent, even Jesus 
Christ." What, then, does the word "know" mean in a 
context such as this ? Evidently not a mere intellectual act, 
but one which is spiritual and moral " Eternal life," then, 
in this utterance is not used to denote the mere duration of 
the life, but a condition of man's spiritual and moral being 
whereby he becomes united to God and God to him. 

Equally strong is the testimony of the Epistle. The same 
idea runs throughout it I shall, therefore, only quote a few 
of its most striking affirmations, asking the reader to observe 
that when the Apostle uses such expressions as knowing God 
and knowing Christ, abiding in God and abiding in Christ, 
and abiding in the light as God is in the light — expressions 
which are with him of frequent occurrence — his meaning is 
substantially the same as that of our Lord's great declaration 
that eternal life consists in the knowledge of the only true 
God, and of Jesus as the Christ whom He has sent 

The Epistle is introduced by a brief preface in which the 
Apostle describes its scope, and sets before his readers the 
source and fountain in which the eternal life of which he speaks 
resides, viz. the person of Jesus Christ, from whence it flows to 
man, and affirms that its historic manifestation in Him formed 
the subject of the apostolic testimony. He thus writes — 

** That which was from the beginning ; that which we have 
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heard ; that which we have seen with our eyes ; that which 
we have beheld, and our hands have handled concerning 
the word of life (and the life was manifested, and we have 
seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you the life, the 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us) ; that which we have seen and heard, declare we 
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us ; yea, 
and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his son Jesus 
Christ And these things write we unto you that our joy 
may be fulfilled," i.e. filled up fiilL (1 John L 1 — 4.) 

The Apostle here affirms, with what seems to be almost 
needless reiteration, that the eternal life of which he was 
going to speak was no mere period of duration in the future, 
but that it had been manifested in an historic person with 
whom he had had the most intimate relationa " The life was 
mcmifeated" says he, " and we have seen it and bear witness, 
and declare unto you the life, the eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us." 

The life here spoken of, therefore, is evidently one which 
is spiritual and moral, and consequently one above the con- 
ditions of time and space ; for it was a manifestation to man, 
in the persoi), work, and teaching of Jesus Christ, as they 
had been witnessed by the Apostle, of that eternal life which 
prior to such manifestation was with the Father. Precisely 
to the same efifect he writes in the preface to the Gospel. 
" In him," i.e. in Jesus Christ, " was life, and the life was the 
light of men, and the light shineth in the darkness." These 
words render it certain that the Apostle here uses the term 
*' life" exclusively in a moral and spiritual sense, for natural life 
is not the '* light of men," nor does it " shine in the darkness." 
The " life," therefore, here spoken of is a vivifying principle, 
which radiates from Christ, and which is capable of calling 
into energetic action everything spiritual and moral which 
lies latent in the spirit of man. 
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In the following passages the Apostle speaks of " eternal 
life " not only as a possession now actually abiding in the 
believer, but he identifies it with love, which he shortly after- 
wards pronounces to be the essence of the character of God, 
and affirms that he that abides in love abides in God, and 
God in him. Thus he writes — 

" For this is the message which ye heard from the be- 
ginning that we should love one another. . . We know ihxU we 
have passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in deojOi. 
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer : and ye know that 
no murderer hath etemol life ahidmg in himj* (1 John iii. 
11, 14, 16.) 

" No man hath beheld God at any time ; if we love one 
another God abideth vn us, and his love is perfected in us. 
Hereby know we that we abide vn hvm, and he in us, because 
he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have beheld and 
bear witness that the Father hath sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God abideth in him, and he in God. And 
we have known and have believed the love that God hath 
in us. God is love, amd he that abideth m love abideth in 
God, amd God abideth va hvmJ' (1 John iv. 12 — ] 6.) 

In these passages the affirmation is express that the 
possession of the spirit of love is an all-sufficient proof 
that a man has not only passed out of the spiritual and 
moral condition designated death into one of life, but that 
having the spirit of love he now actually has eternal life 
abiding in him. The expression " eternal life," therefore, is 
nsed by the Apostle not for the purpose of denoting mere 
duration, but as denoting a state of mind which abides in 
the closest union with God, and God with it. This abiding 
of man in God, and God in man, thus forms the strongest 
pledge that man will still continue to exist in happiness after 
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the eternal ages have passed away; otherwise this union would 
be severed. 

The same idea is conveyed in the following passage : — 

" The witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life : 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath the life, 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life. These 
things have I written unto you that ye may hfiow that ye have 
eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God." (1 John v. 11—13.) 

In this passage " life " and " eternal life " are evidently 
used to denote the same thing. According to the Apostle, 
" the having the Son " carries with it the actual possession of 
life in its spiritual sense ; and in the concluding words of the 
above quotation he affirms that he wrote these things to the 
Church in order that they might know not merely that they 
would enter on eternal life at some period of the future, but 
that they had it now as a consequence of believing on the 
name of the Son of God. The reader should observe that the 
phrases " having the Son," " believing on the Son," '* having 
life," and " having eternal life," and similar expressions, are 
used throughout this Epistle not as denoting the mere con- 
victions of the understanding, but the innermost convictions 
of man's moral and spiritual being. 

It will be unnecessary to cite additional passages in proof 
of the position which I am seeking to establish, because the 
careful reader cannot fiedl to perceive that the same idea, ex- 
pressed in different language, underlies by tar the larger por- 
tion of the Epistle. Life with the Apostle is not used to 
denote mere existence, but life which is worth living, life in 
its highest sense, i.e. the active energy of the highest powers 
of man. I have used the words " spiritual and moral " in 
close coi\junction, not only because I think that it is ex- 
tremely difficult to draw a line which will clearly denomi- 
nate the one from the other, but also because, when thus 
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united, they denote everything that exists in man higher than 
that nature which he shares in common with the animals. 

Of the use of the word " death " in the Apostle's writings, 
or of some word which is equivalent to it in meaning, the 
following are examples : — 

" He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life ; but he 
that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) 

" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of God, and drink 
his blood, ye have not life in yourselves." (John vi. 53.) 

" I said unto you that ye shall die in your sins, for except 
ye believe that I am he ye shall die in your sms." (John 
viii. 24.) 

"The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God." (John v. 25.) Here mark 
the distinction already referred to between the dead and 
those that are in the tombs. 

" If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch 
and is withered, and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned." (John xv. 6.) 

" We know that we have passed out of death into life. 
He thatloveth not abideth in death," (1 John iiL 14, 15.) 

" He that hath the Son hath life ; he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life." (1 John v. 12.) 

" If a man see his brother sinning a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask, and God will give him life for them that 
sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death ; not concern- 
ing this do I say that he should make request. All unrighte- 
ousness is sin, and there is a sin not unto death." (1 John 
V. 16, 17.) 

It is obvious that in nearly all these passages the thing 
denoted by the word "death" or its equivalents, is a condition 
of man in which his moral and spiritual aflfections are either 
latent, like the germ in the seed, until some vivifying 
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influence is exerted on it from without, or else one in which 
the entire man is in a state of active opposition to holiness. 
The three first of these, as well as several of the passages 
previously quoted, which describe life as directly connected 
with faith in and love to Jesus Christ, and death as the 
absence of both, require further consideration. 

How then stands the case with the overwhelming majority 
of mankind, who have lived and died in the condition in 
which they were bom and educated ; and who have never 
heard of Jesus Christ, His gospel, or His Father as revealed 
in Him? The same question may with equal justice be 
asked with respect to those vast multitudes in nominally 
Christian countries, in which the gospel which has been 
proclaimed has failed to set forth Jesus Christ in the loveli- 
ness of his divinely attractive character, or the character of 
God, as a God who is loving, holy, just, and true. The 
former have never once had the opportunity of catching a 
glimpse of the rays of Him who is the Sun of the spiritual 
and moral world, and of receiving those vivifying influences 
which flow from the steady beholding and contemplation of 
Him. Can the latter be said to have rejected Him, when 
perhaps what they have rejected has been some miserable 
caricature of His divinely attractive person ? For according 
to His own declaration, it is only to those who have been 
guilty of rejecting Him that the following utterance is 
applicable : — 

'^ He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my sayings, hath 
one that judgeth him. The word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him at the last day. (John xii. 48.) 

I need hardly say, in reply to these questions, that the 
utterances which we have been considering are entirely silent 
as to what will be the ultimate condition of that overwhelm- 
ing majority of mankind who live and die in ignorance of 
Jesus Christ. It is certain that they cannot apply to those 
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who have either never heard of the gospel, or who have only 
had set before them an imperfect version of it. " How," 
says St. Paul, "can they believe without a preacher? " How- 
can they love God who have never heard of his loveliness ? 
What then will be their fate ? One thing is certain. The 
righteous judge of all the earth will condemn no man for not 
having accepted a gospel of which he has either never heard, 
or of which he has only heard an imperfect version. Will then 
this overwhelming majority of mankind be simply annihilated ? 
It is difficult to believe that they will be so in the face of the 
reiterated declarations both of the Gospel and the Epistle, 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world ; 
and of our Lord's declaration, '' I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me." But it is certain that an 
overwhelming majority of the human race have lived and 
died in a state of spiritual and moral degradation, and there* 
fore that they have not possessed the life spoken of in the 
utterances which we have been considering. What then 
awaits them ? I can only conceive of two alternatives as 
possible ones : either that they will be blotted out of exist- 
ence, or that there will be a condition of things beyond the 
grave in which they will enter on a more favourable state of 
probation than has been vouchsafed to them here ; for the 
wrath of God can only abide on those whose sinful condi- 
tion is the result of their own voluntary act 

The last of the passages above cited demands a brief notice. 
It is the only Scripture in which sins are divided into two 
classes. " There is/' says the Apostle, " a em utUo decMi^ 
and a am not unto death; " and he makes this remark with 
the full consciousness that all imrighteousness is sin. 

The language here used evidently implies that the distinc- 
tion between these two classes of sins was one which was well 
known to those to whom he was writing, otherwise it would 
have been absurd to give a direction that prayer should be 
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offered for those who were guilty of the one and withheld for 
those who were guilty of the other. The following pa&sages 
from the Epistle to the Hebrews throw light on the nature of 
the sin which is here spoken of as a sin unto death : — 

" For, as touching those who were once enlightened, and 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and tasted of the good word of God, and the 
powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible 
to renew them again unto repentance, seeing that they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame." (Heb. vi. 4 — 7.) 

Again: — 

" For if we sin wilfully after we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness 
of fire which shall devour the adversaries. A man who hath 
set at naught Moses' law died without compassion on the 
word of two or three witnesses. Of how much sorer punish- 
ment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God ; and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite to the spirit of grace ?" (Heb. x. 
26—29.) 

In both of these passages the sin referred to is evidently 
the sin of wilful apostacy, after a man has received the fullest 
knowledge of Christ ; not simply a knowledge of the imder- 
standing, but one in which a man in some degree has had ex- 
perience of its blessings. " Such," says the sacred writer, " it 
is impossible to renew again to repentance." How could it be 
possible, when the full revelation of God in Jesus Christ has 
been exhibited before them in vain ? On such apostates all the 
resources of Divine mercy and goodness have been exhausted, 
and there remains for them nothing but a fearful expectation 
of judgment and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the 
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adversaries. Observe what the sacred writer describes them 
as havmg done : " They have trodden under foot the Son of 
God, counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith they were 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and done despite unto the spirit 
of grace." Surely this is the sin unto death, for which the 
Apostle was unwilling that those whom he addressed should 
make request, while for all other sins he directed them to 
pray. Yet, though a sin imto death, neither St. John nor 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews gives a hint, how- 
ever awful the consequences of it may be, that the penalty 
attached to it was an endless existence in never-ending tor- 
ment. The latter, on the contrary, distinctly affirms that the 
judgment and the fierceness of fire would devour the adver- 
saries. How easy would it have been for him to have said 
that they would be consigned to torments which would never 
end, if that was in his opinion the penalty which would be 
incurred by sinners of this description. 

In concluding this portion of our subject, I have only to 
observe that the overwhelming majority of mankind, who 
have lived and died either without having heard of Jesus 
Christ and His Gospel, or only of an imperfect version of it, 
do not come within the denunciations of either the Gospel or 
the Epistle. Such have certainly not been guilty of rejecting 
Christ or his sayings ; nor have they trodden under foot the 
Son of God, or put Him to an open shame. Whether there is 
reason for believing that a probation, under more favourable 
conditions than that which was vouchsafed them here, will be 
reserved for such, requires a separate chapter for its con- 
sideration; 

II. — The Church, or Kingdom of God, as opposed to 
THE World, the Region of Darkness and of Sin. 

It is remarkable that while the kingdom of God is spoken 
of in the Gospel, yet neither it nor the Church is mentioned 
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by name in the Epistle ; but in it we have frequent references 
to that which is its equivalent Thus the writer speaks of 
himself, and of those whom he is addressing, as members of 
a commimity in which the spirit of God abides. This com- 
munity can be none other than the Church of the Pauline 
Epistles, and the kingdom of God of the Gospels and the Acts 
of the Apostles. 

To enable us to fprm a correct idea of the meaning of 
these contrasts in the Apostle's writings, it will be necessary 
to transport ourselves in thought to the thirty years which 
elapsed between a.d. 60 and A.D. 90, and thus endeavour 
to realise the state of things which had recently filled the 
Apostle's vision. During this interval he had seen the evil 
spirit which underlay the Judaism of our Lord's day culmi- 
nate in its final state of corruption ; and he had witnessed 
the terrible overthrow of the Jewish Church and nation. 
Shortly before, and also during, the last years of his life, the 
might of the Roman Empire had endeavoured to extinguish 
the Church in blood. Terrible, indeed, were the times in ques- 
tion. Religion had long since ceased to exert any influence for 
good in the pagan world, as far as it came under the Apostle's 
view. The only real religion which existed in the Roman em- 
pire was the worship of power in the person of the reigning 
CiBsar, who was too often a monster of iniquity. The worst 
forms of profligacy no longer hid themselves in secret, but 
flaunted themselves in the light of day. Moral corruption had 
so eaten into the vitals of pagan society as fully to justify the 
expression, "the whole world lieth in wickedness;" and, as 
far as the then existing condition of society was concerned, it 
contained no power which was capable of arresting its down- 
ward course. On the other hand, scattered over this vast 
ocean of sin and corruption, the Apostle's eye caught sight of 
a few small Christian communities, standing out as islands of 
light in marked contrast to the darkness of the world by 
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which they were surrounded, and the professed end of whose 
existence was the promotion of holiness both in themselves 
and in the evil world in which they dwelt. 

What, then, is the idea which the Apostolic writer intended 
to convey by the term " the world" ? In a few instances 
it is used by him to denote the world in which we live ; 
also, in a few more, its inhabitants, i.e. the whole human 
race. Of these uses the prologue to the Gospel famishes 
the following example : " He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not ;" in the first 
two cases the word " world " being used to denote the world 
in which we live, and in the third its inhabitants. But 
in the great majority of instances in which it occurs it is 
used in a moral sense, to denote the entire condition of 
thought, feeling, and morality, which came under the 
Apostle's view outside the Church of God. In this, its moral 
sense, it has a twofold reference. In the Gospel it usually 
denotes the principles and the spirit of Judaism, as they 
exhibited themselves in opposition to the person, work, and 
teaching of our Lord ; in the Epistle, the entire tone of thought 
of the heathen world, as far as it came imder the Apostle's 
observation. As the Church, in the great principles which 
animate it, is viewed as the region of holiness and the 
abiding place of the spirit of God, so the world outside it 
is spoken of as the region of spiritual and moral corruption, 
and as imder the dominion of the evil one. But it is certain, 
from the Pauline Epistles, that unworthy members were to be 
found in all the Apostolic Churches, though they are only * 
referred to in this Epistle under the designation of antichrists, 
who had separated themselves from the communion of the 
Church. It follows, therefore, that the communities whom 
the Apostle was addressing were contemplated by him in their 
ideal and not in their actual character ; as what their members 
ought to be in virtue of their Christian profession, rather 
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than as what they were in individual cases. But as the 
world throughout the Epistle is the antithesis of the Church, 
it is used in the same ideal sense as the abode of all moral 
evil and corruption, i,e, as the principles and the spiritual 
and moral atmosphere of the one tended only to holiness, so 
those of the other tended only to sin. The Church, then, as 
contemplated by the Apostle, is the region of light, holiness, 
and the abiding-place of the Spirit of God ; the world, that 
of darkness, spiritual and moral corruption, and in its ani- 
mating principles tending only to evil. 

It is necessary that the reader s attention should be drawn 
to these important facts, otherwise he will be in danger of 
mistaking the Apostle's meaning. 

Speaking generally, it was far from his intention to affirm, 
in those passages where he speaks of the world in contrast 
to those Christian communities for whose use the Epistle 
was intended, that all their members realised the true ideal 
of the Church, and that all those whom he designated 
" the world," realised the ideal of the spiritual and moral 
corruption which he denounces under that expression. 

One further remark is necessary. What might be said, 
and said truly, of the world of the Apostle's day is not 
directly applicable to that in which we live — a world which 
the Church of Jesus Christ has been leavening with the 
principles of Christianity during more than eighteen centu- 
ries of time. It is only true of it as far as its moral and 
spiritual atmosphere continue to be leavened with the 
principles of legalism and paganism. It is true that the 
leavening of humanity with the principles of Christianity is 
described by our Lord Himself in several of His parables as 
a slow and gradual process ; but surely between the world of 
the Apostle's day and that which we designate the modem 
world a great gulf lies, the vastness of which can only bo 
fiiUy estimated by those who have a considerable acquaintance 
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with the literature of the Apostolic age and of the century 
which preceded it With the Christian Church and all its 
agencies for good existing in the midst of it, it cannot now be 
said that the whole world lies in the evil one, though when 
the Apostle contemplated the little Christian communities of 
his day, scarcely visible in the midst of the great pagan world, 
he might full well use such an expression to designate that 
mass of spiritual and moral evil by which he was surroimded. 
I have made this observation because the ordinkry reader 
is apt to interpret the language which the Apostle uses respect- 
ing the world in the midst of which he lived, as though it 
were applicable without qualification to the modem world. 

Yet the world, though thus characterised as the seat of 
evil and corruption, is aflSrmed in the following passages to 
be the subject of redemption. 

"Behold," says the Baptist, "the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." (John i. 29.) 

" God so loved the world," says our Lord, " that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. For God sent not 
his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 
should be saved through him." (John iii. 16, 17.) 

" The bread that I give is my flesh, for the life of the 
world." (John vi. 51.) 

" And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto myselt" (John xii. 32.) 

" I came, not to judge the world, but to save the world.'' 
(John xii. 47.) 

" He is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only but also for the whole world." (1 John ii. 2.) 

" To this end was the Son of God manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil." (1 John iii. 8.) 

These passages unquestionably affirm that God loves the 
world, that Jesus Christ takes away the sin of the world, 
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that He came to save the world, that He gave His life for the 
life of the world, that He is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world, and that He came to destroy the works of 
the devil. Yet it is an unquestionable fact that an over- 
whelming majority of those who constituted the world of the 
Apostle lived and died in a state of spiritual and moral 
degradation, and that such constitute an overwhelming 
majority of the human race. Has the work of Jesus Christ, 
then, proved a failure ? Has He given His life for the life of 
the world in vain ? Will spiritual and moral evil continue to 
exist for ever ? Will rebellious wills be capable of resisting 
for ever the power of His divine attractiveness ? Will He not 
succeed in destroying the works of the devil, but after all that 
He has done and suflfered, will He leave those countless 
multitudes, in numbers numberless, who will constitute the 
overwhelming majority of mankind, to exist for ever in a 
state of rebellion against God, and in a state of misery which, 
through the endless succession of the aeons of the future, will 
never know even the hope of a termination ? To these ques- 
tions, ignorant though we are as to the mode in which God 
will solve them, I think that everyone who dwells in love, 
thereby dwelling in God and God in him, must answer, God 
forbid ! The saints of the olden dispensation lived and died 
without any express revelation assuring them of a happy 
existence beyond thejgrave. They had frequent occasions to 
say, as far as their experience of life was concerned, Many 
are the reasons why we should be cast down, and why we 
should be disquieted within us. Yet they hoped in God. Less 
trying, however, is our position respecting those countless 
multitudes who have lived and died without having had set 
before them the message of God's redeeming love. True it 
is that we have no express revelation (unless it be in two 
passages of the sacred writings) which discloses the secrets of 
the unseen world ; but we have the assurance that the end 
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and purpose of the mission of Jesus Christ was to save the 
worid, and that God loves the worid ; and also we possess the 
revelation of the Divine character and perfections shining 
forth in Jesus Christ — a revelation so clear that, according to 
His own afiSrmation, he that hath seen Him hath seen the 
Father ; and we have the aflSrmation of the Apostle, that a 
time is coming when all things shall be subdued to Jesus 
Christ and when God shall be all in alL 

ni. — The Contrast between those who are Born of 
God, and those that are the Children of the Evu. 
One. 

Several of the points which ML under this division of our 
subject I have already considered under the two preceding 
heads. I shall therefore only draw attention to those which 
are peculiar to it. 

A widespread system of popular theology divides mankind 
into two classes, the regenerate and the unregenerate, i.e. those 
who have been the subjects of a new spiritual birth and those 
who have not experienced the change in question, the former 
of whom will inherit the kingdom of God, while the latter will 
be excluded from it, and, according to widespread systems of 
popular theology, consigned to a misery which will never end. 
This change is designated regeneration,* or the second birth, 

* It is a singolar fact that the word ** regeneration," which is in such general 
use in popular controversies, is of yery rare occurrence in the New Testament. 
It is used only in the following instances. In reply to Peter's question, *< Lo, we 
have left all, and followed thee ; what then shall we have ? '' our Lord replies, 
** Vexily, I say unto you, that ye that have followed me, in the regeneration 
{iv ry ToKiyytviffiq), when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." Here 
it is obvious that the word is not used as the designation of a subjective condi* 
tion of the human mind, but of the kingdom of Christ in its glorious mani* 
f estation. We next meet with it in the Epistle to Titus : '* But when the kind- 
ness of God our Saviour, and his love towards man appeared, not by works 
done in righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to his meroy, he 
saved ub by the washing of regeneration {did Xovrpov waXiyyivtaiagf maigiiiy 
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which, as I have observed above, in the case of adults, is not 
easy to distinguish from what is popularly called conversion. 
Innumerable have been the discussions and the theories as 
to what the change consists in which is designated regenera' 
tion both in systematic and popular theology. I think, how- 
ever, that all that is essential in them may be expressed 
under the three following heads : — 

1. That regeneration is a change wrought in the human 
soul by a new creative act of the Spirit of Gk>d, whereby, 
having been bom spiritually dead, it is made spiritually alive ; 
some holding that this change is effected at baptism, and 
others before or after it; This change is what is called in 
scientific language '' a subjective change." 

2. That it is a change in outward condition, which takes 
place in baptism, whereby, to use the words of the Church 
Catechism, the baptised person is made " a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." 
This may be designated an objective change. 

3. That it is a change both subjective and objective ; or, 
in the words of the Catechism of the Church of England, 
it consists of two parts, an outward and an inward, the 
latter being described as a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness ; for being by nature bom in sin, and 
children of wrath, we are thereby made the children of 
grace. The reader will observe that this definition is vague, 

hver of regeneration) and the renewing of tlie Holy Ghost, which he poured 
out upon us richly through Jesus Girist our Baviour." (Titus iii. 4 — 6.) 
Here the words *' washing, or laver of regeneration," can only mean haptiam, 
in which the baptised made an open profession of their aooeptance of Ohrist an 
King of the kingdom of Gk>d. St Peter uses a somewhat different word to 
denote the great change which, as a consequence of their aooeptance of Christianity, 
had passed over those Jewish Christians to whom he wrote, ''Seeing you have 
purified your souls in your obedience to the truth, see that ye love one another 
from the heart fenrently, having bem hegoUm again {dvayiytvptniivot), not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of Gk>d, whi6h liyeth and 
abideth for oyer." (1 Peter i. 22, 24.) These form the only examples of the uie 
of this word in the New Testament. 
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and enables no small variety of opinion to be included 
under it 

These theories are supposed to be propounded in the third 
chapter of this Gospel, in our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus ; 
and the particular interpretation of it which they involve to 
be supported by certain passages in the Epistle .which we 
have been considering. The portions of the discourse which 
bear on this subject are as follows : — 

" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be bom 
anew (yevvrjOy ai/w^ci/) he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith imto him, How can a man be bom when he 
is old ? Can he enter a second time into his mother s womb 
and be bom ? Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be bom of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh ; and that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit 
Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be bom anew 
(avw0€v). The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh 
or whither it goeth ; so is every one that is bom of the 
Spirit" (John iiL 3—9.) 

What advantage the Revisers supposed would result firom 
substituting the word " anew " for " again " of the Authorised 
Version it is difficult to imagine. Equally difficult is it to 
conceive what could have induced them to place the words 
" bom anew " in the text, and " bom from above " in the 
margin ; for that the natural meaning of the Greek word 
ai/« is "above," and its compound, avwOev, "from above," is 
unquestionable. The Evangelist himself uses the word avwOev 
in the signification of " from above " in the immediate con- 
text in the following passage : " He that cometh from above 
{avunOev) is above alL" Here the word is properly translated 
in both versions "from above ;" but the Revisers, in viola- 
tion of their own rule, to translate, as far as possible, the same 
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Greek word by the same English word, have rendered it 
in John iii. 3 and 7 "anew," and in verse 31, "from 
above." Nor is this a solitary use of the word in the Evan- 
gelist; for addressing the Jews our Lord says, " Ye are from 
beneath (Ik twv kcltw), I am from above (Ik twv avat)." So 
again in our Lord's address to Pilate : " Thou wouldest have 
no power against me except it were given thee from above " 
(avwOev). In a secondary sense this word may be used to 
denote, from the commencement of a thing. Thus St. Luke 
use^ it in the preface to his Gospel, when he speaks of the care 
which he had taken to investigate the truth of everything 
which he reports from the commencement of our Lord's 
ministry. Here he uses the word avwOev, meaning " from the 
first." In fact this word can only be made to signify " again" 
by representing a person as going upwards to the commence- 
ment of a thing, and then doing it over a second time ; but 
to justify us in assigning this meaning to it, there ought to 
be something in the context which shows that the speaker 
or writer intended to use it in this very unusual sense. But 
in the utterance, ** Except a man be bom avwOev he 
cannot see the kingdom of Gk>d," there is nothing even to 
hint that the word is used otherwise than in its natural sense, 
" from above" — a sense which the author must have assigned 
to it, for in his epistle he uses as its equivalent the words 
"bom of God." 

It has been urged that the word avatOev must be translated 
" again" or " anew " in this passage, because the question of 
Nicodemus, " How can a man be bom when he is old ? Can 
he enter the second time into his mother's womb and be 
bom ? " implies that he understood our Lord as affirming the 
necessity of a man's experiencing a second birth as a necessary 
qualification for entering into the kingdom of God. I think 
that there is no necessity to attribute to a man who bore the 
title of " the teacher of Israel," who was at least a secret 
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follower of our Lord, and who in the end openly confessed 
him, such extreme stupidity as is implied in the question, 
** How can a man be bom when he is old ? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb and be bom V if it was 
intended for anything else than a strong metaphor, to denote 
what the speaker thought was a matter of extreme difficulty, 
viz. that a full-grown man could change his formed habits 
and character. Not only is the language of strong metaphor 
very common in the sacred writings ; but it is not infrequent 
even in our Lord's teaching. Of this the following passages 
are examples : — 

" It is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God ; " words 
which our Lord subsequently explained to his astonished 
disciples to be a strong metaphor, intended to enforce the 
important tmth, how hard it is for them that trust in riches 
to enter into it 

So again in enforcing the duty of fedth in Grod he employs 
an equally strong utterance which it is impossible to under- 
stand otherwise than as a striking metaphor : — 

** Verily, I say unto you, whoever shall say unto this moun- 
tain, Be thou taken up and cast into the sea, and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that what he saith cometh 
to pass, he shall have it." (Mark xi. 23.) 

Instead of being a blessing, it would be a great curse if 
we had only to ask of God and obtain whatever we asked for. 
The language therefore is a strong metaphor, intended to 
enforce the duty of prayer. 

Nicodemus doubtless had often read the following passage 
in the Prophet Jeremiah : — 

" Can the Ethiopian change his skin and the leopard his 
spots ? then can ye also do good that are accustomed to do 
evil." (Jer. xiiL 23.) 

Surely the prophet did not mean, nor Nicodemus understand 



Digitized by 



Google j 



THE GOSPBL AND EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 297 

him as meaning, that it was as impossible for a man of formed 
habits to turn from evil to good as for an Ethiopian to 
change his skin and the leopard his spots, but only that the 
language employed was a metaphor to express a thing which 
was extremely difficult Nicodemus's question therefore may 
full well be understood as expressing his sense of the extreme 
difficulty of effecting that change of mind and character 
which our Lord affirmed to be necessary for worthy member- 
ship in the Messianic kingdom. It should be observed that 
our Lord's reply makes no reference to Nicodemus's supposed 
difficulty respecting the impossibility of a second birth, but 
merely repeats the truth involved in his previous utterance in 
a somewhat altered form : — 

" Verily, verily, I say imto thee, except a man be bom of 
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." (John iii. 5.) 

Li this utterance it is impossible to understand the word 
" bom," as applied to being 60m. of water, other than in a 
metaphorical sense. Why, then, is it to be understood in a 
different sense, i.e. as denoting an actual second birth, in the 
words which immediately follow ? 

What, then, is the kingdom of God here referred to ? To 
this question no doubt many will answer, " heaven." But 
surely the kingdom of God in this passage can be none other 
than that kingdom of which the Synoptic Gospels inform us 
that our Lord went about proclaiming that it was about 
shortly to be set up ; the speedy advent of which was then a 
matter of general expectation ; which he commanded the twelve 
and the seventy when He sent them on their respective 
missions to announce as being at hand ; and of which He Him- 
self declared before Pilate that he claimed to be the Eang. 
What, then, was that kingdom ? Is it possible when our Lord 
announced it to be at hand, that its advent was yet distant long 
centuries in the future ? The Acts of the Apostles renders 
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it certain that it is none other than the Church of the present 
dispensation. This is also proved by our Lord's second utter- 
ance, which is intended to be explanatory of the meaning of 
his first : " Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Many attempts 
have been made to put some most unnatural meaning on the 
words " bom of water " by those who have a particular theory 
to maintain respecting that which constitutes regeneration ; 
but it is incredible, unless words are meaningless, that it can 
refer to anything else than the well-known rite of baptism, 
with which Nicodemus, as a Pharisee, was familiar ; a rite 
which the Baptist affirmed that he was divinely authorised 
to administer even to Jews ; which was administered by our 
Lord's disciples, under his own immediate sanction and 
authority ; which was subsequently ordained by himself as a 
condition of membership in his kingdom ; and which was 
required by the Apostles as a condition of such membership, 
even of those who had previously received the gifts of the 
Divine Spirit. To this he adds a further condition which is 
spiritual and moral ; that to constitute a man an acceptable 
member of His kingdom he must be likewise bom of the 
Spirit. 

To imderstand the meaning of this utterance it is neces- 
sary to keep in mind that it is addressed to a Pharisaic Jew 
for the purpose of correcting the erroneous ideas which were 
then current respecting the kingdom of the Messiah, the 
advent of which was the subject of eager popular expectation. 
What, then, were the ideas which such entertained respecting 
the conditions of membership in it ? Natural descent from 
Abraham or incorporation into his family by the rite of cir- 
cumcision, and obedience to the whole law, moral, ceremonial, 
and ritual, as interpreted by the Pharisaic School, being a 
mass of ritual observances encompassing a man's entire life, a 
burden which St. Peter designates " a yoke which neither our 
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fathers nor we were able to bear." In opposition to such 
views our Lord affirms that neither of these would convey a 
right to membership in this kingdom, but on the contrary 
the right to enjoy its benefits would depend on a state of 
the heart and character, followed by the open acknowledg- 
ment of Himself as its King by the act of baptism in His 
name. That the conditions of acceptable membership in the 
kingdom of God which was about to be set up would be 
wholly different from the popular conceptions of them, had 
been previously announced, in the following words, by the 
Baptist in his address to the Pharisees and Sadducees, who 
came to his baptism. 

" Ye offspring of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come ? Bring forth, therefore, fruit worthy of 
repentance, and think not to say within yourselves. We have 
Abraham to our father ; for God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham." (Matt. iii. 7 — 9.) 

In like manner St. Peter, after proclaiming Jesus to be Lord 
and Christ — i.e. the King of the kingdom of God which was 
then being actually set up, and into which he exhorted the 
multitudes who were affected by his preaching to enter — in 
answer to their inquiry, what it behoved them to do, thus 
answers : " Repent, and be baptised, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ imto the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 

Such, then, was the meaning which the Apostles put upon 
our Lord's declaration, ** Except a man be bom of water, and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God ; " 
and of their own apostolical commission, "Go ye, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." 

The expressions " bom of God," " children of God," and 
others of similar import, are of frequent occurrence in the 
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Apostle's writings, and are uniformly used to denote Chris- 
tians who are living up to their Christian calling. Thus he 
writes : — 

" Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
on us, that we should be called children of Grod, and such we 
are. Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not made 
manifest what we shall be." (1 John iiL 1, 2.) 

Again — " Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is 
begotten of God, and whosoever loveth him that begat loveth 
him also who is begotten of him. Hereby we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and keep his 
commandments. For whosoever is begotten of God over- 
cometh the world, and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." (1 John v. 1 — 4.) 

Again — "We know that whosoever is begotten of God 
sinneth not." (1 John v. 18.) 

Also — " Whosoever is begotten of God doeth not sin, for 
his seed abideth in him, and he cannot sin, because he is 
begotten of God." (1 John iii. 9.) 

In all these passages it is evident that the Apostle uses the 
terms " born " and " begotten of God " as synonymous with 
Christians who live up to the height of their Christian calling ; 
and they are exclusively applied by him to members of the 
Church, and presuppose an actual acquaintance with the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. The expressions " bom from above" 
and bom of " water and the Spirit" convey substantially the 
same meaning. 

Let us now consider who those are who, in contrast to the 
above, are designated " children of the devil." The following 
are the passages in which this term occurs : — 

"Ye are from beneath ; I am from above ; ye are of this 
world ; I am not of this world." (John viii. 23.) 

Still more emphatic in the same chapter^ 

" Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
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father it is your will to do (OeKere ntoutp). He was a mur- 
derer from the begmning, and stood not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him." (John viii. 44.) 

Let it be observed that these two utterances are addressed 
to our Lord's bitterest opponents, and are therefore applicable 
to such only. On one point the second utterance is emphatic : 
"The lust of your father it is your will to do*'* Those, 
therefore, whom our Lord was addressing proved that they 
were his genuine children by their resemblance to him in 
character, shown by their attempts to murder Jesus. Sonship 
of the devil, therefore, consists in the deliberate will and pur- 
pose to do the devil's deeds ; i.e. men thus described have 
fallen into a state of wilful and conscious opposition to holi- 
ness and to God, which is described throughout the New 
Testament as the leading trait of the devil's character. 

The Epistle presents us with the following contrasts between 
the children of God and the children of the devil : — 

" My little children," says the Apostle, ** let no man lead 
you astray. He that doeth righteousness" (6 ntoiwv rrjv 
iiKcuoavvrjv) " is righteous, even as he is righteous ; he that 
doeth sin " (6 */roiwv rrjv afiaprlav) " is of the devil, for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning. To this end was the Son of 
God manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 
Whosoever is begotten of God doeth not sin " {a/iapTiav ov 
troiu), " because his seed abideth in him, and he cannot sin 
because he is begotten of God In this the children of God 
are manifest and the children of the devil. Whosoever 
doeth not righteousness " {firi iroiwv iiKcuo<wvrjv) " is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his brother." (1 John iii. 
7—10.) 

* The words Bikirt frouiv oonyey a very different meaniDg from the render- 
ing in the Authorised Version, ^ye wiU do." The strict translation is, *'ye 
wUl to do," which means a direct and wilfol persisting in sin, or a condition in 
which aU good has ceased to exist, and the entire man has hopelessly surrendered 
himself of his own free choice to the practice of eril. 
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Again — "We know that whosoever is begotten of Grod 
sinneth not " {ovx afiaprayei), " but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and the evil one toucheth him not." (1 John 
V. 18.) 

It should be observed that the words "doeth righteous- 
ness " and " doeth sin " are but weak renderings of the Greek 
6 'Koiwv Tfjy iiKaxo<wvY]Vy and 6 'koiwv ryv a/jLaprrlav, which 
denote one who by a deliberate act works or practises the one or 
the other. Also, as the Apostle beyond all question recognised 
the truth of the saying, "There is not a just man upon earth 
who doeth good and sinneth not," he must have intended to 
convey by the words ovx afxafnavei, " sinneth not," in the last 
quotation, the same idea which he expressed in the first by 
6 TToiaiy riju anaprlap, viz, one who sins habitually and with 
a will to sin, and not one who falls into sin by the force of 
temptation or of circumstances over which he can exert no 
control. 

It is evident, therefore, that by the terms " children of 
God " and ** children of the devil " the Apostle did not intend 
to divide mankind into two great divisions which should be 
exhaustive of the family of man, or to aflSrm that there was 
nothing intermediate between these two extremes of character. 
If this had been his purpose, inasmuch as in his writings 
sonship to God presupposes a knowledge of, a personal 
union with, a love to, and an abiding in God and Christ, 
it would follow that not only the overwhelming majority 
of the human race who have never heard of the revelation 
of God in Jesus Christ, but even those who in the darkness 
of the pagan world have been earnest seekers after truth, 
must be ranked among the children of the devil. But such 
an idea is not only dreadful in itself, but it contradicts the 
Divine attributes of justice, holiness, mercy, and love, the 
revelation of God made in Jesus Christ, and the express 
assertions of St. Paul which I have already quoted as to the 
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principles on which God will judge those who have never 
had the benefit of a divine revelation. 

The fiwt is that the case of those who have never heard of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or liave only had some imperfect 
version of it, of those m whom all good is not become utterly 
extinct (for, as we have seen, such only are designated the 
children of the devil) is not once referred to in the Gospel or 
the Epistle. Consequently both are silent respecting the 
ultimate condition of such, except so far as it can be inferred 
from such utterances as " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me," and *' we have seen and bear 
record that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world." The denunciations both of the Gospel and the 
Epistle are directed only against evil men before whom Jesus 
Christ has been set forth in all the power of His divine 
attractiveness, and who, having had Him thus held up before 
them have, with full knowledge, wilfully and deliberately 
rejected Him. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Thb Doctrine op Ketribvtiox ab sbt forth in the Rbmainino Wbitinos 
OF THE New Testament. 

We will consider first the Epistles of St. Paul. 

Although these abound with the strongest assurances that 
glorious prospects await believers in the world beyond the 
grave, and although the Apostle lays down clearly the great 
principle that God will judge the world in righteousness, 
yet they afford little information additional to that which we 
have derived from the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles 
respecting the nature of the retribution which awaits those 
who finally reject the Gospel, or respecting the condi- 
tion of those after death who have lived and died without 
having had the opportunity of accepting or rejecting that 
message of good news to man, which our Lord again and 
again affirmed that it was the end and purpose of His mission 
to proclaim. Several of the Apostle's most important aflBrma- 
tions respecting the hopes and prospects of believers we have 
had occasion to consider in the preceding chapters. It will, 
therefore, be imnecessary to discuss them here. All that 
remains for me to do in this place will be to set before the 
reader his general positions respecting future retribution. 

The Apostle's writings naturally divide themselves into 
four divisions, the composition of which was separated from 
one another by a considerable interval of time. 

1st. The two Epistles to the Thessalonians, written about 
A.D. 53, 54. 
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2nd. The two to the Corinthians, and those to the Gala- 
tians and Romans, written A.D. 57, 58. 

3rd. Those to the Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and 
Philemon, composed about a.d. 62. 

4th. The three pastoral Epistles, of uncertain date, except 
the Second Epistle to Timothy, which was written shortly 
before the Apostle's death. 

It will be observed that the first three groups are separated 
from each other by an interval of about four years. I pro- 
pose to consider them in the order of their composition, be- 
cause there is a considerable difference of view between the 
earlier and the later ones. 

I. The two Epistles to the Thessalonlans. 

The idea which pervades these two Epistles is the Parousia 
of Christ, commonly called His second advent. It is men- 
tioned in no less than seven out of the eight chapters into which 
these Epistles are divided. I think that it is impossible to 
peruse them without arriving at the conclusion that both the 
Apostle and those to whom he wrote were persuaded that it 
was an event which would take place after no long interval of 
time. From the Second Epistle we learn that the members 
of this Church considered it to be an event then actually 
imminent ; and that some of them were so firmly persuaded 
of its near approach that, in expectation of it, they neglected 
their ordinary business. One of the purposes for which the 
Apostle wrote his Second Epistle was to correct this idea. 
Thus he writes — 

"We beseech you, brethren, touching the coming (the 
Parousia) of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together 
unto him, to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from 
your mind, nor yet be troubled either by spirit, or by word, 
or by epistle as from us, that the day of Christ is now pre- 
sent" (jcvearriKev). (2 Thess. ii. 1, 2.) 
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Having thus warned his readers, he then reminds them that 
he had had much to say on this subject when he was among 
them, and especially that our Lord's Parousia would not come 
to pass until an event which he calls " the apostacy " had 
taken place, and a personage whom he designates " the man 
of sin, the son of perdition," had been revealed, " whom the 
Lord Jesus would slay with the breath of his mouth, and 
bring to nought by the manifestation of his coming " 
(t^9 Trapovaia^ airrov). (2 Thess. ii. 8.) 

The entire passage is evidently written in enigmatical lan- 
guage, under the apprehension that if he spoke in plain terms 
it might compromise the Church with the public authorities, 
for even during his residence at Thessalonica the very dan- 
gerous charge had been preferred against him of '' setting up 
another king, one Jesus," But he evidently calculated that 
those who had heard his oral teaching on this subject would 
understand his meaning. The reader is doubtless aware that 
an interminable controversy has arisen as to what the Apostle 
meant by " the apostacy," and what was the idea which he 
intended to convey under the figure of " the man of sin, the son 
of perdition," who was to appear prior to the Parousia of 
Christ. Into this controversy I shall not enter. I shall only 
assume that although this passage proves that St. Paul did 
not think that our Lord's coming was dose ai Jiand, yet it 
seems impossible to read these Epistles and the other writings 
of the New Testament without arriving at the conclusion that 
the entire Apostolic Church considered it to be an event not 
very remote, and never thought that eighteen centuries, 
perhaps a far longer period, would elapse before this glorious 
manifestation of Christ would take place. In his later 
Epistles the Parousia of Christ occupies a far less prominent 
place, and in the one last written, while he is still looking 
forward to it as the consummation of his highest aspirations, 
he is expecting not it, but death. 
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In reading the New Testament it is necessary that the 
fsiXit should be kept steadily in mind, that not only the 
Apostolic Church, but the Apostles themselves, were in error 
when they thought that the coming of Christ in visible glory 
was an event which would take place at no distant period of 
time, perhaps in the lifetime of some of the existing genera- 
tion. Our Lord had affirmed that '* it was not given to them 
to hnow the times and the seasons which the Father hath set 
within his own authority." They, therefore, continued ignorant 
that the glorious manifestation of the kingdom of God was 
an event which would not happen until some period of the 
far-distant future. 

Such being the prominent position which the Parousia, or 
coming of Christ, occupies in these Epistles, it is hardly neces- 
sary to observe that future retribution is only referred to by 
the Apostle in direct connection with it. Of these references 
the following are examples : — 

1. '* For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them that fall asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as the rest 
that have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so also them that are fallen asleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we that are alive, and are left unto the 
coming of the Lord, shall in nowise precede those that are 
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we that are alive and are left shall together 
with them be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words." (1 Thess. iv. 13 — 18.) 

From this passage we learn that the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians were greatly disturbed respecting the lot of those among 
them who died prior to our Lord's manifestation in glory. 

x2 
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The Apostle therefore assures them that those who had fallen 
asleep prior to this event would be in no worse position than 
those who were alive to witness it, and that he had Divine 
authority for saying that departed saints will be raised from 
the dead before those who are living at the time of his 
appearing would be summoned to meet him. It should be 
observed that the resurrection of which the Apostle here 
speaks is exclusively a resurrection of believers. 

2. In the following verses the Apostle speaks of the fate 
of those sinners who are alive at our Lord's coming : — 

" But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
liave no need that aught be written unto you. For your- 
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh, as 
a thief in the night. For when they are saying, Peace, and 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them as travail 
on a woman with child ; and they shall in no wise escape." 
(1 Thess. V. 1—3.) 

The judgment with which these sinners are here threat- 
ened is a sudden destruction (a/0i//8fO9 o\e6po9.) It is diffi- 
cult to conceive that the word o\e0/)O9, the Greek equivalent 
of our English word destruction, when united with the word 
,siidden, could have been understood by the Thessalonian 
Greek-speaking Christians as meaning a continuous existence 
in never-ending misery. 

3. Similar is the affirmation made in the following 
passage : — 

" If so be that it is a righteous thing with God to recom- 
pense affiiction to them that affiict you, and to you that are 
affiicted rest with us, at the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ 
from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, ren- 
dering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall suffer 
punishment, even eternal destruction {alwviov oKedpov) 
from the face of the Lord, and from the glory of his might, 
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when he shall come to be glorified m his saints, and to be 
marvelled at in all them that believe (because our testimony 
unto you was believed) in that day." (2 Thess. i. 6 — 10.) 

Who are the persons here described as suffering punish- 
ment at the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ ? I will 
answer in the words of the Apostle : " Them that afflict you'' 
" them who, at the time of Sis appearing, know Tiot Ood, and 
that obey not the gospel.'* I isay " at the time of His appear- 
ing," because there is no reference made in this passage, nor 
even in either of the Epistles, to a resurrection of any who 
are not saints. Consequently, the persons referred to are wicked 
men who are living at the time of our Lord's second coming. 

What, then, is the punishment threatened ? I answer in 
the Apostle's own words : " It will be a righteous thing 
with God to render affliction to them that afflict you ; and 
to you that are afflicted, rest," Also, when our Lord shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled 
at in all them that believe, " those that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord tfesus Christ, will suffer 
pimishment, even eternal destruction {alwvtov oKeOpov) from 
the face of the Lord, and from the glory of his might" 

I have been careful to use the Apostle's words, because 
this is one of the passages of the New Testament which are 
most relied on to prove the endlessness of the punishment 
of the wicked. I have already drawn attention to the fact, 
that the word aHav and its compounds do not suggest the 
philosophical idea of endlessness, but of indefinite yet limited 
periods of time, varying from " the present evil age " to ** ages 
of ages." Still more important is it to observe that the Apostle 
is not here speaking of those who have died prior to the 
advent, without having embraced the gospel, but of certain 
persons who were then actually living and persecuting. Re- 
specting these he has more to say in the context which 
immediately follows. In it he tells the Thessalonians that 
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an event, of which he had warned them when he wB& present, 
which he designates " the apostacy/' and the manifestation of 
a power which he designates " the man of sin, the son of per- 
dition," would take place prior to the advent. Now, without 
attempting to define what was the precise idea which the 
Apostle intended to convey by these words, it is evident that 
he intended those to whom he wrote to understand by them 
some persecuting world-power, which would set itself in 
opposition to Christ and his gospel, respecting which he thua 
writes : — 

" And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the 
Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and 
bring to naught by the manifestation of his coming." 
(2 Thess. iL 8.) 

What, then, is the natural meaning of these words ? As 
" the lawless one " is evidently intended to denote some anti- 
christian world-power, the words " slay with the breath of his 
mouth, and bring to naught by the manifestation of his 
coming," must mean that this world-power would be utterly 
annihilated by our Lord at His Parousia ; and therefore they 
affirm nothing respecting the nature of that retribution which 
awaits sinners in the unseen world. Further, as these pas- 
sages stand in the closest juxtaposition, we can scarcely err in 
assuming that the same persecuting world-power is spoken of 
in each. In the second chapter he affirms that '' the Lord 
would slay," or, as some copies read, " consume it, by the 
breath of his mouth, and bring to naught by the manifesta* 
tion of his coming," to which the corresponding words in the 
immediate context in the first chapter are, '' at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven in flaming fire, render- 
ing vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall suffer 
punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his might." 
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What, then, is the meaning of the words " eternal destruc- 
tion" (alwvtov o\e6pov) ? Certainly it would be difficult to 
find a word in the Greek language less fitted to suggest the 
idea of endless existence in torment than oXeOpo?, or in 
English than the word " destruction ;" for destruction can by- 
no possibility be made to mean endless duration ; no, not even 
with the addition of the word " age-long ; " for even if the 
word aiwvio9 could be understood as meaning " never-ending,'* 
then aiwvio9 oKedpo^ must mean " a destruction which never 
will be completed," a meaning which is self-contradictory. 
Doubtless the word "eternal" {alwvio^) added to destruc- 
tion, was intended to impart to it an intensity of meaning. 
What, then, is that meaning ? I answer, a destruction which 
wduld be utter and complete, and from which there would 
be no revival during the ages of the future. 

II.— The Epistles to the Corinthians, Galatdlns, and 
Romans. 

In the two Epistles to the Corinthians the references to the 
future retribution of the wicked are few. The following are 
the most important : — 

1. *'The word of the cross is to them that are perishing, 
foolishness, but unto us which are being saved it is the 
power of God." (1 Cor. i. 18.) 

The Revisers have correctly translated the words roU 
anroKKofiivoLSf and roh aw^ofievoi^, rendered in the Autho- 
rised Version, '* them that perish, and them that are saved," 
by the words " them that are perishing, and them that are 
being saved," the Greek denoting, in each instance, not a 
completed but an uncompleted act. The Apostle, therefore, 
is not speaking of a state of things beyond the grave, but 
of one which was then existing inside and outside the 
Church, and describing its twofold tendency, which, when 
completed, would be destruction or salvatioa It was, in 
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fact, a process, i,e. a work which was being continually 
carried on. 

2. " Wherefore judge nothing before the time until the 
Lord come, who will both bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the hearts, and 
then shall each man have his praise from God." (1 Cor. iv. 5.) 

Here the Apostle simply affirms that the judgment which 
God will execute hereafter, whether on the righteous or the 
wicked, will be a righteous judgment ; and that, knowing the 
inmost secrets of the heart, He will frequently reverse the 
judgments which men form of one another, 

3. " Know ye not, that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God ? Be not deceived : neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you ; but ye were 
washed ; but ye were sanctified ; but ye were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and in the spirit of our God." 
(1 Cor. vi. 9—11.) 

In these words the Apostle affirms that such characters 
will have no share in the kingdom of Gk>d in its future glo- 
rious manifestation ; but he is silent as to the nature or the 
duration of the retribution which awaits them in the imseen 
world. 

4. "Wherefore whosoever shall eat the bread or drink 
the cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and the blood of the Lord. For he that eateth and drinketh, 
eateth and drinketh judgment {Kplfm) unto himself if he dis- 
cern not the body. For this cause many among you are 
weak and sickly, and not a few sleep. For if we discerned 
ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged we are chastened of the Lord, that we be not con- 
demned with the world." (1 Cor. xi. 27—32.) 
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This passage is an important one, because the Authorised 
Version has taught its readers that those who eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup of the holy communion un- 
worthily eat and drink unto themselves damnation. 

This the Revisers have properly altered into "judgment," 
for the word Kplfia bears no such meaning as that which in 
current theology is attached to the word ** damnation." The 
profanation which is described in the context was one of the 
most extreme character, in some cases nothing short of getting 
drunk at the love-feast which preceded the celebration of this 
sacred rite, the perpetual memorial of Christ's giving Himself 
for the life of the world ; but what was the judgment which 
the Apostle tells us fell on those who were guilty of it ? Not 
damnation but sickness, and in not a few cases death. These 
he affirms to have been inflicted, not for the purpose of ven- 
geance but of chastisement, in order that those who were 
guilty of the sin in question might not be condemned with 
the world. To those who affirm that probation is confined 
to this life, it may seem strange that the Apostle should speak 
of death, which he terms sleep, as a chastisement. 

5. " For we are a sweet savour of Christ unto God in them 
that are being saved, and in them that are perishing : to the 
one we are a savour from death unto death ; to the other a 
savour from life unto life." (2 Cor. ii. 15, IC.) 

To this passage the same observations are applicable as to 
number one. 

6. " For we must all be made manifest before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade 
men." (2 Cor. v. 10, 11.) 

The Apostle here affirms that God will call men to account 
hereafter for their conduct here ; that He will reward and 
punish them according to their actions ; and that the judg- 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 

ment which He will execute will be a discriminating judgment, 
not a judgment according to outward appearances, but accord- 
ing to inward realities. " We must'' says he, " all he mode 
mxinifest before the judgment seat of Christ'' We further 
learn from this passage that when he warned men of the con- 
sequences with which wilful sin will be attended in the 
unseen world, the topic which he urged on their consideration 
was "the fear of the Lord," by which he endeavoured to 
" persuade men " to turn from their evil ways, i.e. he urged 
upon them the consideration of a judgment to come, in which 
a righteous God would render to evil men a retribution 
exactly proportioned to their evil deeds ; but his words con- 
tain no hint that he was in the habit of warning sinners — 
vast numbers of those whom he addressed must have been 
ignorant of a fact so awful — that their doom would be a 
never-ending existence in never-ending torment. 

The Epistle to the Galatians. 

Except where the Apostle speaks of the curse of the 
law, from which Christ redeemed those under it by under- 
going that curse, this Epistle contains only two references to 
a state of retribution. The first is a simple warning that 
those who practise the works of the flesh which he enumerates 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. The second is con- 
tained in the following words : — 

" Be not deceived : God is not mocked ; for whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption (<l)6opav), but he 
that soweth unto the spirit shall of the spirit reap eternal 
life" {^a)7]v alwvLov), (Gal. vL 7, 8.) 

God, says the Apostle, is not mocked, for a man shall reap 
precisely what he sows. What, then, is sowing to the flesh ? 
The giving the rein to man's animal passions until they be- 
come dominant in him. What is sowing unto the spirit? 
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Tlie cultivation of all those affections which tend to holiness 
until they become dominant over the entire man. The reap- 
ing of the one will be <l)0opay corruption ; the reaping of 
the other will be alwvio^ f ojjJ, eternal life. 

The word (f>6opa in ordinary Greek means corruption, 
decay, and destruction. Surely if the Apostle had intended 
to warn those to whom he was writing, that the conduct 
which he denounces would incur the penalty of a conscious 
existence in torments which would never end, he would not 
have expressed a truth so awful by such a word as <l)0opa, 
corruption, which in its ordinary acceptation conveys no hint 
of such a meaning, but in terms which were clear and unmis- 
takable. Further, the reader should observe that while the 
Apostle has added the adjective alwvio?, eternal, to the 
** life " which those who sow to the Spirit shall reap, he has 
abstained from adding any word expressing duration to the 
00o/9a which shall be reaped by those who sow to the flesh. 
To say the least of it, the omission is remarkable. 

The Epistle to the Romans. 

The following are its most remarkable utterances respect- 
ing future retribution : — 

" The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hold down the 
truth [margin, who hold the truth] in unrighteousness." 
(Rom. L 18.) 

The Apostle here affirms that even in the Gospel God's 
wrath is revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, and that it will be directed against those who hold 
down the truth in unrighteousness. But as it is impossible to 
do this without knowing what " the truth " is, his denunciation 
is only applicable to those who have had the means of know- 
ing it. Further, although the Apostle's declaration that God's 
wrath is revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
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of men implies that wilfiil sin will be attended with terrible 
suflfering, he does not utter a word which affirms, or even 
implies, that God's holy and righteous indignation against it 
can be satisfied only by the endless suflfering of the sinner. 

In the next chapter he lays down the general principles 
on which God will execute judgment in the following words : — 

" Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and for- 
bearance and longsuflfering, not knowing that the goodness of 
God leadeth thee to repentance ? But after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart treasurest up for thyself wrath in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who 
will render to every man according to his works : to them 
that by patience in welldoing seek for glory and honour and 
incorruption, eternal life ; but to them that are factious and 
obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath 
and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul that 
worketh evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Greek ; but 
glory, and honour, and peace to every man that worketli 
good, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek : for there is 
no respect of persons with God/* (Rom. ii. 4 — 9.) 

It will enable the reader to see clearly what are the truths 
which the Apostle intended to affirm in this passage if I set 
them before him in as many distinct propositions. 

1. That God's judgment will be a righteous judgment, 
holding men responsible only for what they have, and not for 
what they have not, and that " he wUl render to every rrvan 
according to his works,*' wheiher he be Jew or Gentile, 

2. That the goodness of God leads men to repentance — 
a truth, as we have seen already, clearly expressed^ by the 
prophet — *' As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn 
from his ways and live." (Ezek xxxiii. 11.) 

3. That to every man that works good, whether he has 
lived with the light of a revelation or without it, and who 
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patiently continues in welldoing, God will render glory, 
honour, peace, and eternal life. 

4. To them that obey not the truth (observe that disobe- 
dience to truth involves the knowledge of truth), but obey 
unrighteousness, and are finally impenitent, God will render 
wrath, indignation, tribulation, and anguish at the time of 
the revelation of His righteous judgment. 

5. That while the Apostle mentions "eternal life" (^anj 
alwvio^) as the recompense which will be rendered to those 
who have worked good, he abstains from using any word 
which denotes duration when he speaks of the wrath, indig- 
nation, tribulation, and anguish which Qod will render to 
every man that works evil. All that he afltans is, that sin 
wilfiiHy persisted in will be attended with fearful suflfering 
on the part of the sinner. 

The Apostle next proceeds to lay down, in the following 
remarkable words, the principles on which God will judge 
mankind : — 

"For as many as have sinned vrithout law" (the words 
" without law " here are used as equivalent to without the 
benefit of a Divine revelation) " shall also perish (a'TroKovvrai) 
without law; and as many as have sinned imder law shall 
be judged by law ; for not the hearers of a law are just before 
God, but the doers of a law shall be justified [margin, 
accounted righteous] ; for when Gentiles, which have no law, 
do by nature the things of the law, these, having no law, are 
a law unto themselves, in that they show the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness there- 
vrith, and their thoughts one with another accusing or else 
excusing them, in the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men, according to my Gospel, by Jesus Christ." (Rom. ii. 
12—16.) 

In this passage the Apostle makes the following affirma- 
tions : — 
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1. That Grod in executing judgment will take into con- 
sideration the circumstances of a man's birth and his sur- 
roundings, and that He will not judge a man who has been 
bom and educated under disadvantageous conditions as 
if he had been bom and educated under more favourable 
ones. 

2. That mankind are not bom so depraved as to be natu- 
rally incapable of all good, but that those who have lived 
without the benefit of a revelation may yet do hy mcUv/re 
{(fwaei) the things taught by a revelation, i,e. they possess 
the light of conscience ; and those who act up to its light 
will stand in a £eu: more favourable position than those who, 
with the advantage of a revelation, have not lived up to the 
light with which they have been favoured. 

3. The word which the Apostle here uses as descriptive 
of the condition of those who will fall under the Divine judg- 
ment as finally impenitent is a'rroXovvrm, which corresponds in 
meaning with the English word perish. He has told us in 
the preceding paragraph that this perishing will involve a 
display of the Divine indignation and wrath, and that it will 
be attended with tribulation and anguish; but in neither 
does he drop a hint that he meant, by the " perishing " of 
which he speaks, continuous existence in never-ending misery 
— a meaning which the word he uses wholly fails to suggest 
in its ordinary signification. 

The general meaning of these declarations of the Apostle 
is unmistakable. They definitely aflSrm that God will judge 
mankind hereafter according to what they have had, and not 
according to what they have not had ; according to what they 
have been responsible for doing, and not for actions for 
which they have had no responsibility ; and that punishment 
will be inflicted in exact proportion to crime. Everything, 
therefore, in the subsequent portion of the Epistle, where he 
only indirectly refers to the subject of retribution, must be 
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read in the light of these definite affirmations. The most 
important of these I have had occasion to consider in previous 
chapters. 

III. — The Epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, 
ColosslajNs, and Philemon. 

1. The Epistle to the Ephesians scarcely contains a refer- 
ence to the judgments which will be incurred by the finally 
impenitent. Its great subject is the Church of Christ, 
viewed in its progress from its present state of imperfection 
to its future glorified condition. With respect to certain 
classes of sinners, whom he particularises, the Apostle simply 
aflSrms that they have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God ; and that, because of certain practices, ** the wrath 
of God comes on the sons of disobedience ; " but respecting 
the form in which that wrath will display itself, or the dura- 
tion of the sinner's punishment, he says nothing. He also 
reminds the members of this Church that in their heathen 
state they had been dead in trespasses and sins, separate 
from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world. But instead of dwelling on 
what would have been their fate if they had died in this 
condition, he turns to a subject more congenial to him, and 
adds : — 

" But now in Christ Jesus ye that were once afar oflf are 
made nigh in the blood of Christ ; for he is our peace .... 
for through him we both " {i.e. Jew and Gentile) " have our 
access in one Spirit imto the Father. So, then, we are no 
more strangers and sojourners, but fellow-citizens of the saints, 
and of the household of God, being built on the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner-stone." (EpL ii. 13 — 20.) 

2. In the Epistle to the Philippians occurs the passage 
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which we have already considered, m which the Apostle 
expresses his confident expectation that when he was removed 
from this earthly scene he would be with Christ That which 
follows is the only one in which he speaks of the retribution 
which awaits the wicked : — 

*' For many walk, of whom I told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ ; whose end is perdition (airwXeia), whose God is their 
belly, whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things/* 
(Phil. iii. 18, 19.) 

The English words "perdition" and "destruction" accu- 
rately convey the idea which is expressed by the Greek word 
aTTwXeia, which is wholly silent respecting duration. With 
this the Apostle threatens those whose conduct marked them 
out as enemies of the cross of Christ. When he adds that he 
wrote this even weeping, he implies that their destruction 
would not be a sudden extinction of being, but that it would 
be one which involved sufferings fearful to contemplate ; yet 
he gives no hint that he believed that those sufferings would 
be endless. 

3. The Epistle to the Colossians, while it is full of antici- 
pations of the glories which await holy men in the perfected 
kingdom of God, contains only one reference to the fate which 
awaits evil men in the world to come, and that a very inci- 
dental one. It is as follows : — 

" For which thing's sake cometh the wrath of God on the 
sons of disobedience." (Col. iii 6.) 

What, then, are the sons of disobedience here threatened 
with ? The wrath of God. This, as the Apostle has explained 
in the Epistle to the Romans, will be accompanied with tribu- 
lation and anguish on the part of the impenitent sinner, but 
he nowhere even hints that this tribulation and anguish will 
be of endless duration. 

4. The Epistle to Philemon is silent on this subject. 
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IV. — The Pastoral Epistles. 

The first Epistle to Timothy contains no affirmation on this 
subject, and in the second only incidental references to it, 
such as — 

" Now, in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver, but also of wood and of earth ; and some unto 
honour and some unto dishonour." (ii. 20.) 

" Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil ; the Lord 
reward him according to his works." (iv. 14.) 

" At my first defence no man took my part, but all forsook 
me. May it not be laid to their account." (iv. 16.) 

These utterances are simple affirmations of the Apostle's 
firm belief in a judgment to come, in which God will reward 
and punish men according to their deeds; but that that 
judgment will result in consigning all those on whom God's 
wrath will fall to a condition of endless misery, the Apostle 
nowhere affirms. 

Such are the affirmations of St. Paul respecting the retri- 
bution which will fall on the finally impenitent in the unseen 
world. The terms used by him, as descriptive of it, must 
have conveyed to ordinary speakers of Greek the idea of 
destruction, and not a few of destruction attended with pain- 
ful suffering ; but respecting the mode in which it would be 
brought about, or the time which would elapse before it 
was accomplished, he gives us no information. Not one of 
the terms which he uses would, to an ordinary speaker of 
Greek, convey the meaning of everlasting existence in tor- 
ment — ^which meaning must be first read into them before it 
can be found in them ; nor does he give a single hint to his 
readers that this was the sense which he intended to attach 
to them. His strongest expressions are, " wrath, indignation, 
tribulation, and anguish, upon every soul of man that worketh 
evil;" but that the Divine justice can be satisfied with 
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nothing but inflicting this tribulation and anguish during 
periods of endless duration, seems not to have entered into 
the mind of the Apostle. 

V. — ^The Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Its author, after stating that a belief in an eternal judg- 
ment (icpifuno^ alwvlov), and a resurrection from the dead, 
were among the first principles of Christ, thus writes : — 

" For as touching those who were once enlightened, and 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and tasted the good word of Gtod, and the powers 
of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to 
renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame. For the land that hath drunk the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them for whose 
sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God ; but if it 
beareth thorns and briars, it is rejected, and nigh unto a 
curse ; whose end is to be burnt." (Heb. vL 4 — 8.) 

Of whom is the sacred writer here speaking ? Certainly 
not of those apostates who had fallen away under the pressure 
of persecution, but of persons who had wilfully done so after 
they had enjoyed the highest privileges of Christianity, and 
had even had a personal experience of its blessings ; who, after 
they had been enlightened, and had tasted of the heavenly 
gift ; after having been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and having tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the age to come {i.e. the Messianic age), yet, by an act of 
open apostacy, had fallen away from Christ. Such a descrip- 
tion suits only the case of persons who have had clearly set 
before them the character of God, as it is revealed in Jesus 
Christ, and who, with a full knowledge of Christianity, have 
once embraced it, and afterwards have been guilty of a deli- 
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berate apostacy. Such persons the writer considered that it 
was impossible to renew to repentance. Yet what is the 
imagery by which he illustrates their ultimate lEate ? That 
of a field, which after it has drunk in abundance of rain, and 
had the benefit of careful husbandry, brings forth nothing 
but briars and thorns, "whose end," says he, "is to be 
burnt." These words certainly give no hint that the writer 
considered that such sinners would continue to exist for ever 
in never-ceasing torment. 

He subsequently describes the fate of such persons in the 
following words : — 

" For if we sin wilfully, after we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, 
but a certain fearftil expectation of judgment, and a fierceness 
of fire, which shall devour the adversaries. A man that hath 
set at nought Moses' law died without compassion on the 
word of two or three witnesses. Of how much sorer punish- 
ment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath coimted the blood of 
the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? For we know 
him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me ; I will 
recompense : and again. The Lord shall judge his people. It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 
(Heb. X. 26—31.) 

Both versions translate hrOleiv fieWovro^ rov^ xmevavrlov^, 
" shall devour the adversaries," as though it were merely a 
future tense. It must not be concealed, however, that the 
Greek really means, "is about to devour the adversaries," 
being, apparently, an allusion to the expectation of the speedy 
coming of Christ, so prevalent in the Apostolic age. Yet 
although Christ did not come personally it must not be for- 
gotten that an event took place in that age which our Lord 
frequently described as his 'napomia, or coming ; a coming 
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which he declared that many of his adversaries would live to 
behold, and which would be attended with a terrible destruc- 
tion of his foes. I allude to that great event by which the 
Jewish dispensation was brought to a close, and the Church, 
or kingdom of Christ, was established as a distinct and 
visible community upon earth. Our Lord thus describes 
this awful visitation of Providence : — 

"For then shall be great tribulation, such as hath not 
been from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever 
shall be." (Matt. xxiv. 21.) 

But although the words /xeWoi/ro? IcBUlv tov^ hitevavriov^ 
imply that the author had this event in view, yet the context 
shows that he intended his language to have a general appli- 
cation. What, then, was the judgment with which he 
threatens these persons of whom he speaks, by the words ** a 
fierceness of fire which is about to devour the adversaries " ? 
What idea, I ask, was such a metaphor calculated to convey ? 
Not an endless existence in misery, which is incapable of 
being expressed by the word l<r6ieiv, to eat or devour, but 
some terrible form of destruction which he endeavours to 
depict in all its awfiilness by his concluding words, " It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

VI. — The Epistles of James, Peter, and Judk 

In the Epistle of James we have only a few distant 
allusions to future retribution. Thus he writes : — 

" The lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sin ; and the sin, 
when it is full grown, bringeth forth death." (James i. 15.) 

By the word " death " in this passage the Apostolic writer 
apparently meant a condition of man's spiritual and moral 
being, in which every tendency to good has become over- 
mastered by that which is evil. If this was his meaning, the 
passage is silent respecting the nature of the punishment 
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which awaited such a man hereafter. On the other hand, 
if he intended by the word "death" to affirm anything 
respecting the sinner's condition in the unseen world, few 
words are less suited to convey the idea of a continuous ex- 
istence in never-ending torment than that used by him. 

" For judgment is without mercy to him that hath showed 
no mercy. Mercy glorieth against judgment." (James iL 13.) 

In this last sentence the principle is distinctly laid down, 
which I have abready shown to be that in accordance with 
which God who is righteous, just, merciful, and loving, will 
judge the world. Mercy begins precisely at the point where 
strict justice ends. " Mercy glorieth against judgment" 

"Be not many teachers, my brethren, knowing that we 
shall receive heavier judgment" (James iii 1.) 

These words are a repetition, in another form, of our 
Lord's utterance, " To whom much hath been given, of him 
shall much be required." 

" One only is the lawgiver and judge, even him who is 
able to save and to destroy." (James iv. 12.) 

Here, again, we have another repetition of one of our Lord's 
utterances, the meaning of which we have abready considered : 
" Fear not them that kill the body, but after that have no 
more that they can do ; but fear him who after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into Qehenna ; yea, I say unto you, fear 
him." (Luke xii 4, 6.) Once more : — 

" My brethren, if any among you do err from the truth, 
and one convert him, let him know that he that converteth a 
sinner from the error of his ways shall save a soul (^uxv^ 
not irvevfid) from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins." 
(James v. 19, 20.) 

The soul here is to be saved from " death," not from a 
continuous existence in never-ending torment 

In these passages the apostolic writer does nothing more 
than affirm the great truth of human responsibility, and 
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assert that God will reward and punish men according to 
their deeds. Respecting the nature of that punishment he is 
silent, and the language which he uses fails to suggest the 
idea that it will be of endless duration. 

The First Epistle of Peter contains the remarkable aflSrma- 
tion respecting our Lord's preaching to the spirits of the 
antediluvians, and the preaching of the Gospel to the dead. 
As the discussion of this subject involves the all-important 
question whether there is reason for believing that human 
probation terminates at death, or that Sk change in the state 
of mind in which the overwhelming majority of mankind 
leave this world may take place as long as the mediatorial 
reign of Christ continues, we must reserve its consideration 
to a separate chapter. 

The authenticity of the Second Epistle of St. Peter is far 
more questionable than that of any writing in the New Testa- 
ment. Large numbers of eminent critics have expressed the 
gravest doubts respecting its genuineness ; and it is impossible 
to deny that the reasons which have been urged against its 
authenticity are very strong. This being so, it is useless to 
quote it in proof of any position which is not clearly set 
forth in those sacred writings respecting whose right to a 
place in the Canon no doubt has ever been entertained in the 
Church. For the authenticity of the Epistle of St. Jude the 
evidence is stronger, but yet weighty doubts have been enter- 
tained respecting its canonical authority. I mention these 
fects because of the peculiar character of their positions 
respecting the subject we are now considering. One thing, 
however, is worthy of particular attention. The context 
of those portions of these epistles which bear on our present 
subject render it certain, unless all certainty in criticism 
must be abandoned, either that the author of the Second 
Epistle of St. Peter borrowed from Jude, or that the author of 
Jude borrowed from the Second Epistle of St. Peter. Critics 
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rf great weight are of opinion that the Epistle of St. Jude 
is the original, and that those portions of 2 Peter which so 
closely resembles it are the copy. If this be so, it throws 
great suspicion on the authenticity of the latter ; for it is 
incredible that such a man as the Apostle Peter, writing with 
the full weight of apostolical authority, would have borrowed 
from another writer. 

The author of the Epistle of St. Jude describes himself as a 
servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James. This descrip- 
tion represents him as one of those who are referred to in 
the Grospels as the brethren of our Lord, of whom one 
was named Jude ; and as St. John tells us that they did not 
believe in him at a late period of his ministry, it is hardly 
possible, notwithstanding all the arguments which have been 
urged to the contrary, to identify him with Jude the Apostle. 
One very remarkable characteristic of this brief epistle is a 
reference to apocryphal writings such as occurs in no other 
writing in the New Testament. These epistles therefore belong 
to that class of writings respecting the canonical authority 
of which grave doubts have been entertained in the Church ; 
and thus they are writings of inferior authority. With these 
cautions I will now proceed to examine their affirmations 
respecting the judgments which will be executed on sinners 
in the unseen world. Of these the two following passages 
will serve as illustrations : — 

** For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell (raprapwaa^), and committed them to pits of 
darkness to be reserved unto judgment, and spared not the 
ancient world, but preserved Noah, with seven others, a preacher 
of righteousness, when he brought a flood on the world of the 
ungodly, and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, having made them 
an example to those that should live ungodly ; the Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to 
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keep the unrighteous under punishment unto the day of 
judgment ; but chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the 
lust of defilement and despise dominion. Daring, self-willed, 
they tremble not to rail at dignities. Whereas angels, though 
greater in power and strength, bring not a railing judgment 
against them before the Lord." (2 Peter ii. 4 — 11, &c.) 

The corresponding passage in Jude is as follows : — 

" And angels that kept not their own principality, but left 
their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting {aiiioi^) 
bonds imder darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, 
having in like manner with these given themselves over imto 
fornication, and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as 
an example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire (irvpo^ 
alwviov). Yet in like manner these also in their dreamings 
defile the flesh, and set at naught dominion, and rail at 
dignities. But Michael, the archangel, when contending with 
the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing judgment, but said. The Lord 
rebuke thee.'* (Jude 6 — 19.) 

A few verses further on we have a quotation from the 
apocryphal book of Enoch. The author having previously 
described those respecting whom he was writing as autumn 
leaves without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; 
wild waves of the sea foaming out their own shame ; wan- 
dering stars for whom the blackness of darkness hath been 
reserved for ever (ciV top alwva), adds, " and to these also 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied saying. Behold 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his holy ones, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the imgodly of 
all their works of ungodliness, which they have ungodly 
wrought, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him." (Jude 14, 15.) 

To enable the reader to form an accurate judgment respect- 
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ing the nature of the positions taken by the writers of these 
two Epistles respecting future retribution, it is necessary that 
he should read through the whole of 2 Peter ii., and carefully 
compare it with the Epistle of St Jude ; for whatever ideas 
we may entertain respecting these two Epistles as portions of 
canonical Scripture, they undoubtedly throw light on the 
opinions which were held on this subject at the time when 
they were written. The two passages above cited, however, 
make it clear that it is impossible to base upon them a defi- 
nite theory respecting either the nature or the duration of the 
punishment which awaits the finally impenitent in the unseen 
world ; the judgments referred to, with the exception of those 
inflicted on the fallen angels, being for the most part of a 
temporal character. 

It is true that St. Jude speaks of the cities of the plain 
<w set forth as cm example, suffering the punishment of 
eternal (alwviov) fire. What was the meaning which ^ he 
intended to convey by the word here rendered ** eternal" 
can only be a matter of conjecture. That he did not use 
it as meaning either " everlasting " or " age-long" is evident, 
for he could not but have been aware that the fire which 
consumed them had been extinct for centuries. Probably all 
that he intended was that the judgment in question had been 
permanent in its effects, and that the ruin of these cities 
was complete, and as such it was a standing memorial to all 
future generations of God's indignation against sin. So the 
author of 2 Peter iL evidently imderstood it ; for the language 
used respecting it in Jude is thus softened down by the 
latter writer : — 

''And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into 
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made them 
aai example to them that should live ungodly." The Greek 
in 2 Peter ii. is irTroSeir/fia reOelKw^, and in Jude 'npoKuvrai 
iayfjLa. Both expressions convey the idea of a 
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and visible warning, and therefore neither the one nor the 
other can be descriptive of the nature or the duration of the 
punishment which will overtake those who are finally im- 
penitent in the unseen world. 

But the allusions to the angels that sinned are so peculiar 
as to require a brief notice. In 2 Peter ii. they are described 
as cast down into hell and committed to pits of darkness 
to be reserved unto judgment. The word here translated 
** cast down to hell " is rafnapwGa^, meaning " thrust down 
into Tartarus." This word is used nowhere else in the 
New Testament, being of purely pagan origin, and denoting 
the place where, according to the fictions of the Greek poets, 
the Titans and extremely impious men were punished, but 
the terrors of which, if we may believe a nearly contemporary 
Boman poet, had ceased to exert an influence on any but 
women and children. It seems scarcely credible, famih'ar as 
he was with the idea of Gehenna, that the Apostle Peter 
should have made use of a word which was associated with 
nothing but pagan fictions, and which had even then fiEdlen 
into contempt. 

The account of the fallen angels and their punishment, as 
given by St. Jude, is as follows : — 

" And angels that kept not their own principality, but left 
their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting (aVB/oir) 
bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." 
The word here translated " everlasting " more' nearly cor- 
responds with our modem idea of duration without limits 
than any other word in the New Testament. 

What, then, do these passages affirm respecting the condi- 
tion of the fallen angels ? Both writers represent them as 
kept in a state of duress : 2 Peter ii. as thrust down to 
Tartarus, and committed to pits of darkness; and Jude 
as kept in everlasting bonds under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day. Both these passages, then, affirm 
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that they are kept in close confinement, and consequently 
that they are not ranging at large tempting men. In what 
relation they considered these fallen angels to stand to the 
Satan of the Old Testament and to the devil and the demons 
(ra iaifioptd) of the New, where all these are spoken of as 
at liberty and in a state of constant activity for evil, it is 
difficult to imagine. Even St. Jude speaks of the devil only 
a few verses further on as engaged in disputing virith the 
archangel Michael about the body of Moses ; and St. Peter, 
in his unquestionably genuine epistle, describes him as a 
roaring lion, walking about seeking whom he may devour ; 
and all the other writers of the New Testament describe *' the 
devil " (6 6mj3o\oy) and " the demons " (ra iai/iopia) as in 
a state of constant activity in opposition to Christ and His 
gospel. I draw attention to these singularities of statement 
for the purpose of showing how useless it would be to quote 
either of these Epistles as authoritative on our present subject. 

VII. — The Apocalypse. 

It now remains for us to consider what light the Book of 
Revelation throws on the question of retribution. 

This book being beyond question a book of symbols, it is 
difficult to determine what are the realities to which they 
point. The greatness of this difficulty is proved by the fact 
that although many hundreds of treatises have been com- 
posed with a view of interpreting its symbolism, hardly any 
two agree together as to its meaning ; and to this hour the 
most eminent critics and commentators are at issue as to the 
fundamental principles on which it is to be interpreted. 
Still more, while numerous books have been written, which 
have been very popular in their day, for the purpose of assign- 
ing to these symbols a definite prophetic meaning, and of 
pointing out their fulfilment in the facts of history, yet on 
a careful analysis the interpretations of them have been 
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proved to be based on purely arbitrary principles ; and 
when in reliance on them commentators have ventured to 
predict the future, their predictions have been uniformly 
falsified by the event. In the present state of our knowledge 
all that we can venture to aflfirm with certainty respecting 
this book is, that it was intended to be a strong affirmation 
of the ultimate triumph of Christ over every opposing power, 
and as such an encouragement to the Church in times of 
darkness, trial, and persecution. Certain it is that the key 
by which its symbolism can be interpreted so as to be fitted 
to the facts of history remains undiscovered to this hour, each 
writer having his own particular system of interpretation. 
The most probable opinion is that the seer's perspective was 
limited to the events of the times which were then impend- 
ing. It should further be noted that this book belongs 
to that class of writings respecting whose canonical authority 
serious doubts were entertained in portions of the early 
Church, the books in question being the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, that of James, 2nd Peter, 2nd and 3rd of John, 
Jude, and the Revelation. With these cautions I will now 
proceed to consider the most important passages in this 
book which bear on our present subject. 

Each of the seven Epistles concludes with a promise and a 
warning, of which the following are the most important : — 

1. " To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God" (Rev. iL 7) ; 
the warning being the threat of removing the candlestick, 
which represents the Church, out of its place. 

2. " He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death." (Rev. iL 11.) 

3. " And I will kiU her children with death." (Rev. iL 23.) 

4. "He that overcometh, and he that keepeth my works unto 
the end, to him will I give authority over the nations ; and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter 
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are broken to shivers, as I also have received of my Father ; 
and I will give him the morning star." (Rev. iL 26 — 28.) 

5. '' I come quickly ; hold fast that thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown. He that overcometh I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of my Qod, and he shall go out thence no 
more ; and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which 
Cometh down out of heaven from my God, and my own new 
name." (Rev. iii. 11—13.) 

These affirmations are all of so general a character that it 
is impossible to erect any definite theory upon them. The 
fourth evidently presupposes the existence qf adverse world- 
powers at the time spoken of, over which "he that over- 
cometh, and keepeth Christ's works unto the end," is to have 
authority, and which he is ultimately to break in pieces like 
a potter's vessel. 

We now come to the Apocalypse proper. It consists of 
two scenes, an earthly and a heavenly one. The earthly one 
depicts the Church and the individual believer as in a state 
of persecution, trial, and suflFering ; the heavenly one de- 
lineates both as triumphant and glorious, which state of 
things is ultimately transferred to the earthly one. This 
triumphant state, however, is uniformly depicted by the aid 
of symbols derived from scenes of earthly magnificence, and 
not unfrequently from ideal ones, such as a city whose gates 
are pearls, and the street of which is of pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass ; and whose height, breadth, and length are 
all equal. The condition of the saints being thus depicted by 
the aid of earthly symbols, we may conclude that that of the 
enemies of Christ will be delineated in symbols of a similar 
character, it being absurd to assume that the one is intended 
to be symbolical and the other literal Thus we read — 

" And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there was 
a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth of 
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hair, and the whole moon became as blood, and the stars of 
the heaven fell unto the earth, as a fig-tree casteth her unripe 
figs when she is shaken with a great wind. And the heavens 
were removed as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every moun- 
tain and island were moved out of their places. And the 
kings of the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and 
the rich and the strong, and every bondman and freeman hid 
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains ; 
and they say to the mountains and the rocks. Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day of their wrath 
is comS ; and who is able to stand ? *' (Rev. vi. 12 — 17.) 

Here we are evidently in the region of symbolism of a 
highly poetic character, which none will take to be descriptive 
of realities, except a few extreme Uteralists, with whom it 
would be a waste of time to argue. The description is evi- 
dently intended to impress those that read it with the idea 
that a terrible destruction awaits the persistent enemies of 
God ; but beyond this we can aflSrm nothing. 

In Revelation xiv. we thus read : — 

** And another angel, a third, followed them, saying, If any 
man worshippeth the beast and his image, and receiveth a 
mark on his forehead, or upon his hand, he also shall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is prepared unmixed in 
the cup of his anger ; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the pre- 
sence of the Lamb ; and the smoke of their torment goeth up 
unto ages of ages ; and they have no rest day nor night, they 
that worship the beast and his image, or whoso receiveth the 
mark of his nama" (Rev. xiv. 9 — 11.) 

To determine the meaning of this passage it will be necessary 
to set before the reader the chief points of the author's descrip- 
tion of the beast and of his image, of the lake that bums with 
fire and brimstone, and of the things — ^I cannot say persons 
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— which will be cast into it, as they are set before us in the 
preceding and following chapters. And first of the beast : — 

" And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 
horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten diadems, and 
upon his heads names of blasphemy. And the beast that I 
saw was like a leopard, and his feet were as it were the feet 
of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion ; and the 
dragon gave him his power, and his throne, and great autho- 
rity. And I saw one of his heads as though it had been 
smitten unto death, and his death-stroke was healed." (Rev. 
xiii. 1 — 3. See the remainder of the description.) The 
seer then beholds a second beast coming up out of the 
earth, '' and he had two horns like unto a lamb, and he spake 
as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the authority of the first 
beast in his sight. And he maketh the earth and them that 
dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose death-stroke 
was healed, .... saying to them that dwell on the earth 
that they should make an image of the beast. . . . And it was 
given unto him to give breath unto it, even to the image of 
the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause that as many as would not worship the image of the 
beast should be killed. And he causeth all the small and 
the great, the rich and the poor, and the free and the bond, 
that there be given them a mark on their right hand, or upon 
their forehead ; and that no man should be able to buy or to 
sell, save he that hath the mark, even the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name." This number is 666. (Rev. xiii. 
11 — 17.) This second beast is elsewhere designated "the 
false prophet." 

" And the fifth angel poured out his bowl [of the wrath 
of God] on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was 
darkened, and they gnawed their tongues for pain." (Rev. 
xvL 10.) 

"And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon. 
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and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the false prophet, three unclean spirits, as it were frogs ; for 
they are the spirits of devils [demons] working signs." 
(Rev. xvi. 13, 14.) 

In the seventeenth chapter we are introduced to the first 
beast, with a harlot woman mounted on him, having on 
her forehead the following name, "Mystery, Babylon the 
Great, the mother of the harlots, and of the abominations of 
the earth." The seer then aflSrms that the seven heads of 
the beast are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth ; 
that they are also seven kings, of whom five are Mien, one 
is, and one is yet to come ; and that the beast that was, and 
is not, is himself also an eighth, and is of the seven, and 
goeth into perdition ; and that his ten horns are ten kings, 
which have no kingdom as yet And he concludes his ex- 
planation by aflSraaing, that " the woman that thou sawest is 
that great dty, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." 
The great city, which was then reigning over the kings of 
the earth, is obviously heathen Rome, which had been recently 
drunken with the blood of the saints and of the martyrs of 
Jesus. 

One passage more, as to the fate of the beast, and the 
false prophet, must be quoted : — 

" And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and 
their armies gathered together, to make war against him that 
sat upon the horse, and against his army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet : they twain were cast 
alive into the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone ; and 
the rest were killed with the sword of him that sat upon the 
horse, even with the sword that came forth out of his 
mouth." (Rev. xix. 19—21.) 

The reader should observe that in Rev. xix. the fate of 
being cast into the lake burning with fire and teimstone, is 
decreed against every one that worships the beast and his 
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ima^e, and who receives his mark ; that in chapter xiii. the 
whole world are described as doing so; and in the same 
chapter the image of the beast is said to cause as many as 
refused to worship itself to be killed. Further, so numerous 
are his adherents that they are described in chapter xviii. 
as consisting of peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues. 

Who then is the beast ? For if these passages are intended 
to refer to future retribution, it is most important that his 
identity should be determined. To this question commen* 
tators have returned answers of the most varied character. 
Some have afl&rmed that he is Nero ; others, the succession of 
Eoman emperors ; others, the pagan empire itself, others the 
revived Roman empire of the West under Charlemagne and 
his successors ; others, the Pope ; others the Papal system and 
the Romish Church ; others Mahomet. Romanists have 
aflBrmed that Luther, in their mode of spelling his name, 
contains the number of the beast ; there have not been want- 
ing those who have affirmed that he is Napoleon I. ; and 
beside these, there are a large number of persons who take 
the safe course of deferring the fulfilment of this prophecy to 
some future period, despite the affirmation of the seer that 
the things of which he prophesied must shortly come to pass ; 
and they affirm that the beast is an antichrist yet to be re- 
vealed. 

Again, who is the second beast, or false prophet? What also 
is the image of the beast, to which the false prophet imparts 
breath, enabling it to speak, and which is able to direct that 
those who refuse to worship itself should be killed? I need 
not say that the answers which have been given to these 
questions are multiform, and of a most uncertain character. 
Yet if the proclapaation of the angel is intended to be a literal 
description of the fate which awaits the innumerable multitudes 
who are here described as the adherents of the beast, we surely 
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have a right to expect that men should not be left in doubt 
who the beast, the false prophet, and the image of the beast 
are, and what is the nature of that sin which constitutes 
adherence to them. It is evident that up to the present day 
the Church has failed to discover the key which is capable of 
unlocking the secrets of this prophecy, and of assigning a 
definite meaning to its various symbols ; and it is hardly too 
much to say that the various commentaries which have been 
written on this book are little more than guesses founded on 
fanciful analogies. 

Amidst this mass of uncertainty, however, one thing seems 
certain, that this book is a drama, intended to depict by the 
aid of scenery consisting of a number of symbolical represen- 
tations, the ultimate triumph of Christ over every conceivable 
form of hostile power. As long as we study it in this point of 
view we are safe, and the book itself becomes to the Church of 
all ages a source of encouragement during the various trials 
and discouragements which it has to encounter during this 
earthly scene, from whatever source they may arise ; and it con- 
veys the assurance that, be they what they may, Christ will 
ultimately conquer. But when we attempt to assign to each 
of its symbols a definite meaning, which can be realised in 
historic fact either of the past, or the present, and, I should 
add, of the future, the experience of eighteen centuries of 
interpretation proves that we are attempting to solve the 
insoluble. If the assigning a definite meaning to each of 
the scenic representations of this book, and a fulfilment of 
them in historic fistct, be the right way of studying it, then it 
is difficult to understand how it can be "a revelation of 
things which must shortly come to pass," for now, after 
eighteen centuries of careful study, the whole Church is at 
hopeless disagreement as to their meaning. But if, on the 
contrary, its purport be that which I have above intimated, 
it is not only a revelation of things which must shortly come 
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to pass — the time of its composition being on every theory one 
of terrible persecution — but it has come to pass during all 
those times when the Church has had to struggle with open 
enemies or inward foes, from all which struggles Christ has 
emerged triumphant. 

That the dragon, the beast, the false prophet, and the 
image of the beast are all symbols, forming portions of the 
scenery which presented themselves to the seer's mind, it is 
impossible to doubt. They neither have nor can have an 
individual existence. All four are apparently designed to 
represent different forms of worldly, it may be even spiritual, 
power, standing out in opposition to the kingdom of Christ. 
But if these are scenic symbolical representations, who are 
their adherents ? And what is the lake burning with fire and 
brimstone into which the dragon, the beast, the false prophet, 
and their adherents are ultimately cast, and where afterwards 
two other symbolical beings, Death and Hades — the latter 
being the underworld and the former having no other exist- 
ence than as a poetic creation — ^Milton's Death, for example 
— are sent to join them after Christ's final triumph over 
6vil ? In fiwt, the entire book consists of a series of sym- 
bolic scenic representations. Such is imquestionably the de- 
scription of the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven, 
a city composed of " pure gold, like unto pure glass," twelve 
thousand cubits in height, twelve thousand cubits in length, 
and twelve thousand cubits in breadth, with twelve founda- 
tions, each composed of precious stones, and twelve gates, 
each composed of a single pearl. It is impossible to under- 
stand these things as intended to denote actual realities, 
or that — in contradiction to the words of Him who said, 
*' Woman, believe me, the hour cometh when neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem shall ye worship the Father .... 
for the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for such doth 
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the Father seek to be his worshippers " — ^the glorified Mes- 
sianic kingdom will have a local centre. 

As a further illustration of the scenic and ideal character 
of the imagery of this book, I would draw the reader's atten- 
tion to the description of the destruction of the mystic 
Babylon, which is identified with the woman riding on the 
beast, the woman being subsequently affirmed to be that 
great city which was then reigning over the kings of the 
earth. On its fall it is described as become the habitation 
of devils {i.e. demons), and a hold of every imclean spirit, 
and a hold of every unclean and hateful bird. All this is 
surely poetic imagery. Then follows a lengthened description 
of the lamentations over her fall by the merchants of the 
earth who had been made rich by her luxuries, and who are 
represented as standing at a distance for fear of her torment. 
Surely it is impossible to read this description without arriving 
at the conclusion that it is an ideal one. The Babylon in 
question, which is represented throughout the prophecy as 
the seat of the kingdom of the beast, is in this description 
represented as the centre of the commerce of the whole 
world. This Rome never was, and from its situation never 
can be. If this description is other than an ideal one, the 
Babylon of this lamentation far more closely resembles modem 
London than any city which has existed either in ancient or 
modem times, but the descriptions in the preceding chapters 
of the Apocalyptic Babylon are totally inapplicable to it. It 
is easy to say with the Futurist, that at some period yet to 
come Rome may become the centre of the world's commerce, 
and thus its fall may correspond with the description here 
given of the fall of Babylon. Nothing is easier than for the 
interpreter of prophecy to take refuge in the future, because 
until it arrives it is impossible to bring his vaticinations, 
however extravagant they may be, to the test of fact, even if 
he affirms that the New Jemsalem will literally descend from 
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heaven, constructed precisely as it is described in the last 
chapters of this book, or that a temple will yet be erected 
there, constructed precisely after the model of that described 
in Ezekiers vision, in which will be again celebrated a system 
of ritual worship. My strong conviction is that whoever 
reads Revelation xviii, unprejudiced by system, will arise 
from its perusal with the conviction that it is intended by 
the writer, without pledging himself to any of its details, 
to be a symbolical description of the overthrow of every 
earthly power which rises in opposition to the kingdom of 
Christ. 

Again, after the fell of Babylon the Lord Jesus is depicted 
as issuing from heaven mounted on a white horse, arrayed in a 
garment sprinkled with blood, with a sharp sword issuing from 
His mouth, and as having on His garment and on His thigh 
written, *' King of kings and Lord of lords," followed by the 
armies of heaven, likewise mounted on white horses, clothed 
in fine linen pure and white. Against Him the beast, and 
the kings of the earth and their armies, gather together to 
make war. The result of the battle is that the beast and the 
false prophet are both captured, and are cast alive into the 
lake that bums with fire and brimstone ; and the kings with 
their armies are killed by the sword which proceeded out of 
the mouth of Him who sat on the white horse. Another great 
battle is described as taking place after the Millennium, to 
engage in which armies as numerous as the sand of the sea 
are gathered together. These encompass the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city, but fire comes down out of heaven 
and devours them. On this occasion the devil is cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, to which the beast and the felse 
prophet had been consigned more than a thousand years pre- 
viously, to be tormented day and night unto the ages of ages. 
Can any doubt that we are here in the presence of ideal 
symbolism ? 
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On this follows the judgment, and the final triumph of 
Christ, the result of which is described as follows : — 

"And death and hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, even the lake of fire." (Rev. xx. 14.) 

In this passage we are unquestionably in the presence of 
two ideal creations. Death is certainly not a being who has 
an actual existence, and hades is the underworld, the abode 
of departed spirits. Consequently we have no less than four 
personifications — viz. the beast, the false prophet, death, and 
hades — described as cast into the lake of fire, the smoke of 
the burning of which goes up unto the ages of ages. But if 
those who are described as cast into the lake of fire are ideal 
symbols, how is it possible to aflSrm that the lake of fire and 
the other adjuncts of the description are not symbols like- 
wise, and that the smoke of their torments ascending up to 
the ages of ages is not of a similar character ? 

The beast being a symbol, who, then, are his worshippers 
and the worshippers of his image to which the false prophet 
imparts life, and those who have received his mark, who are 
described as drinking of the wine of the wrath of God 
which is prepared unmixed in the cup of His anger, and as 
tormented unto ages of ages with fire and brimstone ? Surely, 
if this is to be the literal fate of the worshippers of the beast 
and his image, it is of the highest importance that we should 
be left in no doubt what the beast and his image are intended 
to represent, or who they are that bear his mark on their fore- 
heads or on their hands. But respecting these things certainty 
there is none ; for as to who they are each commentator 
has a theory of his own, and their number is legion. This 
difficulty is increased by the fsuct that while in the angelic 
proclamation the adherents of the beast are threatened with 
being cast into the lake that bums with fire and brimstone, 
in the nineteenth chapter, which describes the final victory of 
the Lamb, while the beast and the fedse prophet — i.e. the 
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symbols — are described as cast alive into this lake, their 
adherents are aflSrmed to have been killed by the sword 
which proceeded out of the mouth of Him that sat on the 
horse, and all the birds to have been filled with their flesh. 

But the angelic proclamation, if viewed as a statement of 
fact, and not an ideal delineation, contains a startling afltona- 
tion which it is impossible to leave unnoticed, viz. that the 
adherents of the beast will be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone, in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence 
of tite Lamb ; that they will have rest ^neither day twt night, 
and that the smoke of their torment will ascend up unto ages 
of ages. Are we then to accept it as a literal fact that He 
who was habitually moved with compassion at the sight of 
human suflfering and human sorrow; that He who wept 
over Jerusalem in foresight of its impending ruin ; that He 
who uttered the parables of the lost sheep, of the prodigal 
son, and of the good Samaritan ; that He who aflfirmed that 
He came not to judge the world, but to save the world ; that 
he who said to Pilate, " Therefore he that hath delivered me 
unto thee hath the greater sin ; " that He who, when He was 
being judicially murdered, said, " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do," — looks on while these innumer- 
able multitudes who are described in this book as the adhe- 
rents of the beast, are tormented with fire and brimstone, 
from which they have rest neither day nor night ; or that 
the author of the book intended this to be a literal descrip- 
tion of actual occurrences in the unseen world? Surely 
if this terrible picture is intended to be other than an ideal 
poetic symbol, descriptive of the utter destruction of every 
world-power which sets itself in opposition to the king- 
dom of God, it does more to render questionable St. John's 
authorship of this book than all the arguments which have 
been adduced in favour of it to support it. 

But the explanatory vision recorded in the seventeenth. 
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chapter hints in dark and enigmatical terms that the sym- 
bolism of this book was not intended to unfold the realities 
of the unseen world, but to be descriptive of divine judg- 
ments in the present world. I say in enigmatical terms, 
because if the seer had made use of plain language he would 
have exposed himself and the Church to the charge of a 
treasonable conspiracy against the existing order of things, 
and have kindled anew the fires of persecution, from which 
the Church had only just emerged. Nothing would have 
more aroused the wrath of the existing world-powers than an 
open statement of those hopes and expectations of Christians 
respecting the future, which are here veiled in poetic symbols. 
Speaking on the same subject, St. Paul, as we have seen, 
adopted a similar mode of expressing himself, though one 
far less complicated. 

In this explanatory vision a fresh symbol is introduced, 
viz. that of a harlot woman seated on many waters. The 
seer is then conveyed into a wilderness, where he beholds 
this woman mounted on a scarlet-coloured beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, and having on her forehead a name 
written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of the 
harlots, and of the abominations of the earth. This woman 
is further represented " as drunken with the blood of the 
saints and of the martjTS of Jesus." The beast on which 
she sits is then identified with the beast of the former visions 
by his having seven heads and ten horns. The seer is 
informed that the seven heads are symbolical of seven moun- 
tains — the well-known description of Rome— on which the 
woman sits ; and also they are symbolical of seven kings, of 
whom five^were then fallen, one was existing, and one was 
not yet come, but who when he came would continue a short 
time. The beast himself is also symbolical of an eighth king, 
who would go into perdition. The ten horns are also in- 
terpreted to represent ten other kings, who had received no 
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kingdom when the seer wrote, but who were to receive 
power for a short time with the eighth king, and would concur 
with him in waging war with the Lamb. The seer is further 
informed that the waters on which he had seen the woman 
sit were symbolical of multitudes, and peoples, and nations, 
and tongues. Finally, he is informed that the harlot woman 
is a symbol of that great city which was then reigning over 
the kings of the earth. 

Such is the angel's interpretation of the symbolism before 
us. Can there be any doubt that it was intended to 
be a symbolical representation of that great world-power 
which was then ruling over the j&drest regions of the earth, 
whose seat was Kome, the rulers of which had been recently 
drunk with the blood of the saints and of the martyrs of 
Jesus ? What, then, is the object of the visions in which this 
symbolism is embodied ? Evidently to proclaim its uttar, 
final, and irrevocable destruction, and the triumph over it 
of the Church of Jesus Christ, which it persecuted and 
attempted to destroy. This then, without attempting to 
interpret the details, is the general purport of these visions, 
expressed, as they intentionally are, in dark enigmas. This 
being so, they were intended to be descriptive, not of the 
realities of the unseen world, but of the downfall of this 
great persecuting world-power, and all similar ones which set 
themselves in opposition to Christ and his gospel, and also 
of Christ's ultimate triumph over all earthly opposition. 
Consequently their terrible imagery is intended to be descrip- 
tive of occurrences in this world, and.not to disclose the reali- 
ties of the world beyond the grave. It is, therefore, useless 
to base on the imagery we have been considering any theory 
as to the nature or the duration of the punishments which 
mil be undergone in the imseen world by those sinners who 
are finally impenitent. Kingdoms, states, societies, and 
churches can only be judged on this side the grave. 
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My general conclusion, therefore, is that the affirmations 
of the apostolic writers respecting the condition of sinners in 
the unseen world are general, and not specific. They affirm 
in no doubtful language that such will undergo the awful con- 
sequences of the wrath of God against sin which is wilfully 
persisted in. Their final destiny is denoted by the word 
destruction, or some other of kindred meaning ; and in not 
a few instances the New Testament language implies that 
their ultimate destruction will be brought about by a course 
of painful suffering — suffering in exact proportion to their 
guilt ; but gives no hint that the terms employed to denote 
it are used in a different sense from that which they bear in 
ordinary conversational Greek. All, therefore, that reason and 
revelation affirm is that man will survive the stroke of death 
as long as is necessary in order that the apparent imperfections 
of God's present moral government may receive a perfect 
vindication in a world to come ; and although the promise of 
everlasting life is in the New Testament made to the holy, 
no declaration can be found therein which affirms that evil 
beings will continue to exist for ever, or that those in whom 
all good has become extinct are incapable of being destroyed 
by sin, in a manner analogous to that in which physical 
diseases in the course of God*s ordinary providence destroy 
the body ; nor has reason anything to say to the contrary. 

On the following points a uniformity of statement per- 
vades the sacred writings : that God will judge the world in 
righteousness ; that He will judge individual men according to 
the precise degree of their responsibility ; that He will reward 
and punish them according to their works, and that it will 
be finally well with the righteous and iU with the wicked ; 
but, as it is a matter of our Lord's express affirmation that 
the knowledge of the times and the seasons of God's provi- 
dential government formed no portion of the revelations 
which were imparted to the Apostles, so their writings lead 
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US to believe that the nature and the duration of the punish- 
ments which await impenitent sinners in the unseen world 
were not made to them a subject of special revelation. The 
gospel which they preached was a gospel of good news ; and 
the words which Abraham in the parable is described as. 
addressing to Dives are equally true of those who, with full 
light and knowledge, reject it, viz. that they will not be 
persuaded to embrace it, although all the secrets of the un- 
seen world were disclosed to their view. This being so we 
must be content to know that a time is coming when God 
wiU render to the righteous and to sinners according to their 
works ; that He will do this in conformity with that which 
man's conscience and moral sense will recognise as perfects 
righteousness ; and that a time is coming in the future when 
everything, whether in heaven, in earth, or in the under- 
world, will be finally put under the feet of the Son of God, 
when God will become all in all. 

This, however, cannot be accomplished as long as a 
rebellious will continues to exist in opposition to him. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Does Huican Pbobation tbrjokatb at Diath? 

This question is of the highest importance in connection with 
our present subject, because, if human probation is extended 
beyond the grave, it frees us from that overwhelming mass of 
difficulties with which the theories we have been considering 
are encumbered. It will, however, probably be contended 
that all inquiry into this subject is barred by the silence of the 
New Testament respecting it ; and that it is incredible, if the 
moral and spiritual condition in which men die can undergo a 
change for the better in the unseen world, that such a fiujt 
should not have been announced in the pages of revelation 
in terms that are clear and unmistakable. To this I 
answer — 

1. While no passage can be found in Scripture which 
definitely affirms that man's probation is confined to the pre- 
sent life, there are two passages in the First Epistle of 
St. Peter which imply — ^I may almost say assert — ^that there is 
a possibility, at least for those who have had no opportunity 
of accepting the gospel here, of accepting it in Hades. 

2. Even if it be admitted that the New Testament is 
silent on this subject, that silence is no proof that human pro- 
bation terminates with the present life. The Old Testament 
Scriptures present us with a case precisely analogous. They 
contain only two positive affirmations, and those in Scriptures 
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of a very late date, that a judgment to come awaits man in 
the imseen world, in which he will be rewarded or punished 
according to his works ; and of the two passages referred to, 
one affirms not a general, but only a partial resurrection.* 
Yet this silence respecting a future state of retribution proves 
nothing ; for as we have seen, while many of the Old Testament 
saints contemplated this life as the only sphere where it was 
possible to enjoy the light of God's countenance, and Hades 
as the region of darkness and of gloom, yet a few of them 
entertained a firm conviction that Ood would not desert 
them in death, and that they would continue to live in His 
presence, where there would be fulness of joy, and at BBs right 
hand, where there would be pleasures for evermore. 

On what, then, was this conviction founded ? Certainly not 
on any express affirmations respecting a future state which 
are to be found in the pages of the Old Testament, but on 
inferences from the character of that God in whom they 
trusted as holy, just, merciful, and good. Thus our Lord 
tells the Sadducees that they might have inferred that man 
will survive the stroke of death from the Divine declaration, 
"I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob." "God," says he, "is not the God of the 

* The passages referred to are the foUowing :— 

« This is the end of the matter, all hath been heard : Fear Gk>d, and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man ; for God shall bring every 
work into judgment, and every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil/' (Eccles. xii. 13, 14.) 

And— 

** And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." (Dan. xii. 2 — 4.) 

The general opinion among critics now is that the Book of Ecdesiastes was 
one of the latest written books in the Canon. The important point for the reader 
to observe is that both these books were composed long after those writers of 
the Old Testament, who have expressed the strongest hopes that they would 
survive the stroke of death, had passed away from this earthly scene, and con- 
sequently that these could not have been the foundation of their hopes. 
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dead," i.e. of the non-existent, " but of the living ; for all 
live unto Him." 

This passage was probably selected by Him as being the 
clearest in the entire Pentateuch from which a life to come 
may be inferred ; yet it is an inference only, and not a posi- 
tive affirmation, that a future state of existence awaits man 
after the dissolution of his body. 

What, then, is the bearing of this silence on the question 
before us ? I answer, that even if there is no affirmation in 
the New Testament that man's probation does not terminate 
at death, it by no means proves that there will not be a pro- 
bation beyond the grave for those innumerable multitudes of 
mankind who have not been guilty of a direct rejection of 
Christ in this life, or who have never heard of the gospel of 
His grace, or who have heard only an imperfect version of it. 
This silence simply places us in the same position respecting 
a probation in the unseen world as the Old Testament saints 
were in respect of a life to come. The revelation under 
which they lived conveyed to them no direct assurance of such 
a life. Their faith in one was an inference founded on the 
character of God. Why may we not draw a similar infer- 
ence — that a state of probation will be afforded in the imseen 
world to those whose probation here has been passed under 
the unfavourable conditions to which I have above referred 
— ^from that character as it is revealed in Jesus Christ and 
manifested in his entire work, actions, and teaching, accord- 
ing to his declaration as it is recorded in St John's Gospel 
in the following utterance : — 

" If ye had known me ye should have known my Father 
also ; from henceforth ye know him and have seen him. 
Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father and it suf- 
ficeth us. Jesus saith unto him. Have I been so long time 
with you and yet dost thou not know me, Philip ? He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father ; how sayest thou, Show 
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US the Father ? Believest thou not that I am in the Father 
and the Father in me ? The words that I say imto you I 
speak not of myself, but the Father, abiding in me, doeth his 
works. Believe me, that I am in the Father and the Father 
in me ; or else believe me for the very works' sake." (John 
xiv. 7—11.) 

These words are an express affirmation on the part of the 
Divine speaker that in His person, actions, and teaching*. He 
is a revelation of the moral perfections of God, This being so, 
it will be necessary that I should set before the reader the 
most important points of the character of God as it is revealed 
in the person, actions, and teaching of Jesus Christ, in order 
that we may be able to enter on the consideration whether 
it is consistent with the perfections of God that the probation 
of every member of the human family should terminate at 
death ; and whether we have not the strongest reasons for 
believing that those innumerable multitudes of mankind, 
whose probation here has been passed imder unfavourable 
conditions, will have one afiforded them hereafter imder more 
favourable ones. 

I. — ^The Revelation of the Paternity of God. 

In the Sermon on the Mount we have the following affirm- 
ations respecting it : — 

"Ye therefore shall be perfect, even as your heavenly 
Father is perfect'* (Matt. v. 48.) 

" Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men 
to be seen of them, else ye have no reward with your Father 
which is in heaven." (Matt. vi. 1.) 

" That thine alms may be in secret, and thy Father, who 
seeth in secret, shall recompense thee." (Matt vi. 4.) 

" Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of before 
ye ask him ; after this manner therefore pray ye, * Our Father 
which art in heaven.' " (Matt vi. 8, 9.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



362 FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you ; but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." 
(Matt. vi. 14, 15.) 

"That thou be not seen imto men to fast, but of thy 
Father which seeth in secret ; and thy Father, which seeth in 
secret, shall recompense thee." (Matt vi. 18.) 

" Behold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into bams; and your heavenly 
Father feedeth them." (Matt. vL 26.) 

" For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things." (Matt. vi. 32.) 

It will doubtless be objected by the holders of certain 
theological systems that God is only the Father of the holy, 
and that He has ceased to stand in a fatherly relation to the 
sinful ; and consequently, inasmuch as man is bom in sin, he 
is not bom a child of God. My reply to this is the follow- 
ing assertions of our Lord : — 

"That ye may be the sons of your Father who is in 
heaven, for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain upon the just and upon the unjust" 
(Matt V. 45.) 

God's causing His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and His sending rain on the just and on the unjust, is here 
aflSrmed by the Divine speaker to be a manifestation of His 
universal Fatherhood. 

" If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask him." (Matt. vii. 1 1 .) 

Here the feeling of paternity, as it exists in man, is de- 
clared to be the image of paternity as it exists in God. 

" And they brought unto him little children that he should 
touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. And when Jesus 
saw it, he was moved with indignation, and said unto them : 
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Suffer the litde children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of Grod. Verily I say unto 
you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall in nowise enter therein. And he took 
them up in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon 
them." (Mark x. 13—16.) 

The issue before us is a simple one. Did our Lord view 
little children as being, or as not being, children of God ? 
Or did He consider as outcasts from His Father's paternal 
love those at whose being forbidden to approach to Him He 
was moved with indignation, whom He took up in His arms, 
laid His hands on, and blessed, saying that whoever should 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child should in 
no wise enter therein ? 

I fully admit that a son who is persistently rebellious may 
justly forfeit the privileges of sonship ; but the question here is 
whether God is revealed by our Lord as standing to all man- 
kind in the relation of a Father, or whether an overwhelming 
majority of the human race no longer participate in the bless- 
ings of Divine Fatherhood, but are viewed by Him as out- 
casts from His family ? It will hardly be contended that the 
utterer of the parable of the Prodigal Son did not intend to 
depict the father in the parable as yearning with the feelings 
of a parent over his lost son ; and that he is not intended to 
be the image of the relation in which God stands as Father 
even to those who are infected with the evil spirit of which 
the prodigal son is the type. " He is kind," as St. Luke 
elsewhere reports our Lord's words, "unto the unthankful 
and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also 
is merciful." 

I conclude, therefore, that our Lord's teaching, as it is re- 
corded in the Gospels, sets forth the all-important truth that 
the relation in which God stands to mankind as their creator 
and preserver is best represented by that which a father bears 
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to his offspring ; and that man being made in the image of 
God, the parental and the filial relations in man are images — 
very imperfect images, I grant, but yet images— of the perfect 
reality which exists in the Godhead between the Father and 
the Son ; only God's fatherly character towards His creatures 
is more perfect, more loving, more tender, and more holy than 
the relation which exists between a human parent and his 
child ; and as nothing but some crime of the deepest dye can 
destroy the parental feeling which parents entertain for their 
offspring, so nothing but a condition of wickeilness on the 
part of man which is past all the means of cure that are 
capable of being brought to bear on a moral being, can sever 
the relation in which Grod stands to men as their Creator and 
their Father. So completely does this view of the relation in 
which God stands to man pervade the teaching of the New 
Testament, that wherever the Divine name is mentioned His 
fatherly relationship is almost universally presupposed. Thus, 
He is the Father who so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that the world through Him might be 
saved ; He is the Father of mercies, the God of love, the Gk)d 
of all comfort, the God of patience and consolation ; the God 
of hope, the God of peace ; the Father who sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world ; the Father who willeth not that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance ; 
the Father, whose character is the counterpart of that of the 
shepherd who, on finding his lost sheep, when he has re- 
covered it, returns from the pursuit, laying it on his shoulders 
rejoicing ; and of the father who, when he sees the prodigal 
yet afar off, is moved with compassion, runs to meet him, 
falls on his neck, and kisses him. 

This parental character as ascribed to God is meaningless 
unless it involves the primary moral conceptions which enter 
into the idea of fatherhood in man. Among these, therefore, 
must be love in its purest form : a watchful care for the well- 
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being of BBs children, compassion for their weaknesses, a 
careful allowance for the power of internal and external temp- 
tation as compared with their strength to resist it, the 
exercise of impartial justice between the different members 
of His family, the not holding one responsible for the sins of 
another, and the not punishing as sin that of which a man has 
had nothing to do with the causation. All these and similar 
qualities are essential to the conception of fatherhood, and 
the human father in whom they are wanting would be 
properly designated as destitute of proper parental feelings. 
These qualities must, therefore, exist in absolute perfection 
in Him who is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
a perfection of which the gift of Jesus Christ for man con- 
stitutes the measure and the revelation. 

II. — The Benevolence of Christ. 

It is almost a platitude to affirm that the portraiture of 
our Lord, as it is delineated in the Gospels, constitutes an 
embodiment of benevolence in the purest form. So perfect 
is it that the highest flights of poetic imagination have never 
succeeded in depicting a benevolence equally perfect. It is a 
benevolence not of sentiment but of deeds ; nor is it of deeds 
which cost little or nothing, but of an habitual sacrifice of 
self, persistently carried out through an entire life, and cul- 
minating in an ignominious death. It is, in fact, one con- 
tinuous act of self-sacrifice for the good of others, manifesting 
itself in unceasing eftbrts to cure the moral and spiritual 
diseases of those with whom He came in contact, to elevate 
the degraded to a life of holiness, to impart hope to the peni- 
tent, strength to the weak, and finally a carrying out of 
self-sacrifice to its extremest limits, by giving His life for the 
life of the world, not in the tranquil death of a Socrates, 
but in the ignominy and the unspeakable anguish of the 
cross. 

A A 2 
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K, then, it is true that ** he that hath seen Jesus Christ 
hath seen the Father," the benevolence of this Divine life 
must be a revelation of the benevolence which exists in Gcwi. 
It is impossible that God can be less benevolent than Christ. 
The entire work of Jesus Christ is, therefore, a manifestation 
of the love for man which exists in God. " Herein," says St. 
John, " was the love of God manifested in us, that Grod hath 
sent his only begotten Son into the world that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." (1 John iv. 9, 10.) 

III. — The Compassion of Christ for Sufferers ano 
Sinners. 

To enable me to set the compassion of Christ, in all its reality 
and fulness, before the reader, it would be necessary to quote 
a large portion of the Gospels. In them He is depicted as 
habitually moved with compassion at the sight of suflFering, 
and even for sin, so far as it is the result of human weakness, 
and not of a will with deliberate purpose set in opposition to 
the holiness of God as revealed in Him. Of His compassion 
for human suffering a single illustration must suffice. Thus 
St. Matthew writes : — 

" And when evening was come, they brought unto him many 
possessed with devils, and he cast out the spirits with a word, 
and healed all that were sick ; that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying, Himself took out 
infirmities and bare our diseases," (Matt. viii. 16, 17.) 

This is undoubtedly a very singular application of a pas- 
sage from the Old Testament. It is inconceivable that the 
Evangelist meant to affirm that our Lord, in curing diseases, 
took them on Himself, or bore them about with Him. It is 
obvious, therefore, that the thing intended is, that He was 
moved with such deep compassion at the sight of human woe. 
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that He seemed as if He himself were bearing the burden of 
the diseases He cured. 

Of His compassion for sin into which men are drawn by 
weakness and temptation, we have a portraiture given us in 
the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, which is so perfect 
that any attempt to portray it in any oYher language than 
that of the Evangelist is to mar its perfection. I shall there- 
fore simply quote his opening words : — 

"Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing near 
unto him for to hear him. And both the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them." In answer to this objection our Lord 
uttered the three parables of the lost sheep, the lost piece 
of money, and the prodigal son. Let the reader study them, 
and he wiU require no further proof of the Divine com- 
passion for sinners which dwelt in the bosom of Jesus Christ, 
verifying His own declaration, "I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 

Another striking example is that of the woman taken in 
adultery : — 

" And Jesus lifted up himself and said, Woman, where are 
they ?" i,e. her accusers. "Did no man condemn thee ? And 
she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said. Neither do I con- 
demn thee ; go thy way ; from henceforth sin no more." 
(Johnviil 10, 11.) 

Such is the compassion for human suffering and for human 
sin which the (Gospels affirm to have dwelt in the bosom of 
Jesus Christ. K, then, His saying be true, " He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father," a similar compassion must 
reside in God, as it is impossible that Christ can be more 
compassionate than God ; for He himself affirms, " I am 
in the Father and the Father in me," and, "the Father 
abiding in me doeth his works." Compassion, therefore, 
forms an essential feature in the character of God, and every 
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representation of God which is inconsistent with the existence 
of this compassion in Him, must be due either to the imper- 
fection of human reason, or be the result of narrowness and 
want of moral appreciation. 

Yet, notwithstanding the existence in God of a benevolence 
and a compassion, such as I have above described,- it is a fact 
that not only do sin, and suffering as a consequence of sin, 
but suffering independent of sin, exist, and that in no small 
degree, in the world in which wo live. It may be urged, then, 
if God is almighty, and as divinely compassionate as Christ 
is compassionate, why does He not annihilate all these evils ? 
And if Christ was thus compassionate, why did He confine 
the exercise of His superhuman power within the limits which 
He did, and not cure all the evils from which men suffer 
which are not self-caused? The only possible answer to 
these questions is, that they are only a particular form of that 
great mystery, the existence of evil in the universe of One 
whose power and wisdom are unlimited and whose goodness 
is perfect ; and that this is a problem the solution of which 
transcends the powers of the human intellect. 

But it will, perhaps, be urged that our inability to solve this 
question invalidates all reasonings from the Divine character 
as to the condition of men after death. To this I answer, 
that while our view of the Divine government is far too limited 
to enable us to form a judgment respecting the results which 
flow from the permission of the existence of evil and of 
suffering during the present constitution of things, yet the 
principles on which God will judge mankind, and the con- 
dition to which the various classes of sinful or imperfect 
men will be consigned in consequence of that judgment, 
involve considerations which are purely moral ; and therefore 
we are adequate judges whether the various theories which 
have been propounded on this subject are in conformity with 
the character of God, as it is revealed in Jesus Christ, and 
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whether that character does not afford firm grounds for the 
belief that for that large portion of mankind, who have been 
bom and educated under the unfavourable conditions above 
•referred to, and who have never had the opportunity of 
rejecting Jesus Christ during the present life, a period of 
probation imder much more favourable conditions will be 
extended to them beyond the grave. 

IV. — ^The Patience, Forbearance, and Gentleness of 
Christ. 

To enable me to set these traits of our Lord's character 
vividly before the reader, it will be necessary that I should 
make a few citations from the Gospels. In St. John's Gospel 
the Jews are represented as applying to him two terms of the 
bitterest reproach : — 

" Say we not well, that thou art a Samaritan and hast a 
devil ? " A more opprobrious term than the first of these it 
was hardly possible for one Jew to apply to another. The 
second could not be otherwise than most offensive to one who 
declared that it was the end and purpose of His mission to 
destroy the works of the devil The reproach conveyed by 
the two conjointly must have been of the keenest description. 
Let us hear His calm answer : — 

"I have not a devil, but I honour my Father, and ye 
dishonour me. But I seek not mine own glory ; there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth." (John viii. 49, 60.) 

In a similar manner, when struck by one of the officers of 
the high priest. He calmly replies — 

** If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if 
well, why smitest thou me ?" (John xviii. 23.) 

But the entire scene of the passion, as an example of 
patience and forbearance, cannot be better expressed than in 
the words of him who in an hour of weakness denied Him — 

" Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth 
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who when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suflfered, 
threatened not, but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously." (1 Pet. ii. 22, 23.) 

St. Luke furnishes us with the following most remarkable* 
account of our Lord's forbearance in the presence of religious 
intolerance : — 

" And it came to pass that he steadfastly set his face to go, 
to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before his face ; and they 
went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans to make 
ready for him. And they did not receive him, because his 
face was as though he were going to Jerusalem. And when 
his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Wilt thou 
that we bid fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them ? And he turned and rebuked them. And they went 
to another village." (Luke ix. 61 — 56.) 

I have quoted this passage as it stands in the Revised Ver- 
sion, not that I think that there can be any doubt as to the 
authenticity of the words which are placed in the margin, 
** even as Elijah did," or of our Lord's reply, " Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of, for the Son of man is not 
come to destroy men's lives [here again we have -^i^x^^* souls], 
but to save them." Many reasons may be given why these 
words may have been omitted by a transcriber, but none why 
he should have gratuitously inserted them. To adopt the 
words of Mr. Mill, they contain a morality far too lofty for 
any Christian of the early ages to have invented ; may I not 
say the Christians of all ages, even of the present ? 

This utterance of our Lord is preceded by one little less 
remarkable which is recorded by the same evangelist : — 

" Master," says St. John, " we saw one casting out devils in 
thy name, and we forbad him, because he foUoweth not with us. 
And Jesus said unto him. Forbid him not, for he that is not 
against you is for you." (Luke ix. 49, 50.) 

This is an utterance which far transcends the level of the 
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ideas of the Christian sects of every age, including both what 
IS called the Catholic Church and the various sects of the 
nineteenth century. 

Let us now contemplate another aspect of this part of our 
Lord's character, observing that hardly anything is more 
provocative than extreme stupidity, especially when it has 
almost the appearance of being wilful. 

" And the disciples came to the other side and forgot to 
take bread. And Jesus said imto them. Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
And they reasoned among themselves, saying. We took no 
bread." (Matt. xvi. 5—7.) 

The stupidity manifested by the Apostles on this occasion 
seems almost incredible. On no point had our Lord more 
laboured throughout the entire course of His previous ministry 
than to impress on them the all-important truth of the worth- 
lessness, in a moral point of view, of all distinctions between 
meats and drinks and the minutiae of ceremonial ordinances ; 
and yet, though they were accustomed to parabolic teaching, the 
result produced on their minds by this utterance was, " See, 
he is warning us against bread which has been manufactured 
by Pharisees or Sadducees." Let us hear His mild reply : — 

" How is it that ye do not perceive that I spake not to 
you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees." 

But I need not trouble the reader with further quotations 
as illustrations of this aspect of our Lord's character, for it is 
everywhere impressed on the narrative of the Gospels. The 
general impression produced by it cannot be better or more 
concisely expressed than in St. Matthew's application to it of 
an Old Testament prophecy — 

''A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
shall he not quench, until he send forth judgment unto 
victory." 
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V. — ^The Sterner Aspects of our Lord's Character. 

Under this head are included the various occasions on 
which He denounced hypocrisy, sin wilfully persisted in when 
men's eyes are open to the evil of it, and the sin of those who 
deliberately throw temptations in the way of others. The 
sin of the hypocrite is that against which His most terrible 
denimciations are levelled. 

The reader will readily remember numerous instances of our 
Lord's anger which are recorded in the Gospels. I shall, 
therefore, only draw attention to that terrible denunciation 
of religious hypocrisy which is recorded in the twenty-third 
chapter of St. Matthew. I need not repeat each denimciatioiL 
It will be sufficient to quote the concluding words. 

" Fill ye up, then, the measure of your fathers. Ye ser- 
pents, ye offspring of vipers, how shall ye escape the judg- 
ment of Gehenna? Therefore, behold, I send unto you 
prophets and wise men and scribes ; and some of them ye 
shall kill and crucify, and some of them ye shaU scourge in 
your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, that upon 
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, 
fipom the blood of Abel the righteous imto the blood of 
Zachariah, the son of Barachiah, whom ye slew between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Verily I say imto you, all these 
things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings ; but ye would not. Behold your house is left unto 
you desolate." (Matt, xxiii. 32—38.) 

Any commentary on this delineation of offended holiness, 
united as it is with the divinest sympathy, would only weaken 
its effect. I shall, therefore, leave it to speak for itself, with 
the single observation, that in this aspect of His character 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God. 
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What, then, is our general conclusion ? The moral cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ is the manifestation of the Divine 
paternity, of the Divine benevolence, of the Divine compas- 
sion, of the Divine patience and gentleness. It is also the 
image of the Divine holiness when it comes into contact 
with sin wilfully persisted in, and, at the same time in 
blessed union with it, of that Divine compassion for sinners 
which exists in God, even when he carries out the laws of 
the moral world, by the action of which suflfering is the 
inevitable result of sin — a compassion realised in our Lord's 
declaration, " God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. For God sent not his Son into 
the world to judge the world, but that the world should be 
saved through him." (John iii. 16, 17.) 

Such, then, being the moral character of God as it is 
revealed in the person, work, and teaching of Jesus Christ, 
we must now consider whether it does not aflford a firm 
ground for believing that a probation will be extended to a 
large portion of mankind in the world beyond the grave. 
As I have proved in a previous chapter, the conditions under 
which mankind are bom, and the surroimdings in the midst 
of which they are educated, have a most important influence 
in determining the degree of their responsibility; and as 
these conditions greatly vary, the consequent variety of their 
responsibility must be carefully weighed in determining the 
question whether this present life is the one only scene of 
human probation. In considering this subject I observe — 

I. It is an undeniable fact that an overwhelming majority 
of the human race have lived and died without having ever 
heard of Jesus Christ or His Gospel, and that the character 
in which they have died has been such as to unfit them to 
enter on the employments and the enjoyments of the saints 
in the perfected kingdom of Christ ; nay, more, in innumer- 
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able multitudes it is the very opposite of that character. 
May not these justly plead with Him who will judge the 
world in righteousness, We have never rejected Thee or thy 
teaching, for we have never heard of Thee nor of thy gracious 
words ? Wilt not Thou, who hast declared if the men of Tyre 
and Sidon had been privileged to witness the mighty works 
Thou hast wrought elsewhere, that they would have repented 
in sackcloth and ashes, afford us yet an opportunity of accept- 
ing the Gospel of Thy grace, of which we have never heard ? 
If, on the other hand, it be urged that the saying of the 
Apostle, " the times of this ignorance God overlooked," 
applies only to the past, I reply first, if (Jod will overlook the 
ignorance of the heathen world before the coming of Christ, 
it proves the point which I am seeking to establish ; and, 
secondly, as the numbers of men who have since died with- 
out having ever heard of Christ or of the command to repent 
are in numbers numberless, they will receive the same merci- 
ful consideration. Witness the Chinese, witness the Hin- 
doos, witness the inhabitants of Central Asia, witness the vast 
multitudes who have inhabited Africa, Not one in twenty 
thousand of these has ever heard the voice of the missionary. 
What, then, is to be their final doom ? They will have to 
come forth to judgment, for "All that are in the tombs," 
says Jesus Christ, "shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth." Is it to be to a resurrection of condemnation, 
the ultimate end of which will be either a never-ending 
existence in torment or else annihilation ? Surely the plea, 
We have never heard of Thee or of Thy salvation, will 
ascend up with acceptance before that Judge who is not 
only righteous but who has revealed the paternity of CJod, 
who is Himself the revelation of His benevolence. His 
compassion. His patience, and His forbearance, and will induce 
Him to afibrd them another opportunity of embracing Him 
and His salvation ; for He came not to save a mere fraction of 
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those countless multitudes which constitute the human race, 
but to save the world. But how can He be said to save the 
world, if the overwhelming majority of the human race are 
permitted by Him to perish, without having had vouchsafed 
to them the opportunity of even hearing of the Gospel of His 
grace? 

It will doubtless be urged by some that God will pardon 
every sin which has been committed in ignorance, and there- 
fore that the assumption that there will be a state of proba- 
tion for this class of sinners is needless. To this I answer, 
that while I readily accept the first part of this proposition, 
the conclusion deduced from it by no means follows. The 
overwhelming majority of these die in an unholy state, utterly 
imfit to enter on the employments and the enjoyments of 
the heavenly world. In their characters is nothing high or 
elevated, but, on the contrary, much which is evil, low, and 
degraded. Look at the average Chinese, or Hindoo, or Negro, 
or native of Australia, or Patagonia, or the scalping Indian. Is 
it possible to imagine that characters such as these, if admitted 
into the company of the saints, would enjoy one moment of 
happiness or pleasure in such society, or would be capable of 
entering on any pursuit which is lofty and elevated ? I fully 
admit that, as we are at present constituted, our bodily 
organism exercises a powerful influence on our spiritual and 
moral being, and when it is disorganised, this influence is a 
potent influence for evil Of this proof is needless, for we 
each know it from our own experience. When, therefore, the 
spirit is separated from the bodily organism with which it is 
now imited, the evil influences which it exerts — for example, 
those which arise from a disordered nervous system or a 
diseased brain — ^will cease, and a man may be fer less pos- 
sessed by the spirit of evil than he has appeared to be during 
life. Still there is such a thing as spiritual wickedness, which 
has an existence quite independent of the bodily organism ; 
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and when the union between spirit and body is dissolved by 
death, it fiir from follows that those evil influences desig- 
nated by St. Paul " the minding of the flesh/' will not have 
impressed themselves on that spiritual and moral being which 
will survive the stroke of death and pass into the unseen 
world. One thing, however, is certain, that an overwhelm- 
ing majority of those to whom we have referred die in a 
state very remote from holiness; many with fierce, sen- 
sual, and evil appetites strongly predominating in their cha- 
racters, and all, in greater or less degree, devoid of those 
aflfections which are the fruit of the Spirit of God. If, then, 
God pardons every sin which they have committed, what will 
be the condition of those who die in a state of mind which 
renders them unfit to participate in the employments of the 
holy? 

It will, perhaps, be urged that God will transform them 
from a state of unholiness into one of holiness by a super- 
natural exercise of His power. But that He will do so neither 
reason nor Scripture affords a hint. Even in those cases which 
are called sudden conversions not a little of the old man 
remains, which requires a course of painful discipline before 
it can be eradicated. Both Scripture and reason concur in 
afl&rming that the growth of holiness in man is a slow and 
gradual process. According to the affirmations of the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, even Jesus Christ Himself 
learned obedience by the things which He suffered. What 
reason, then, have we for believing that this universal law of 
the spiritual world will be reversed, and this great change 
effected from sin to holiness, or from imperfect to perfect 
holiness, by a sudden transformation of those who die in a 
condition unfit for the society of the holy, by an exertion of 
Divine power which, in many cases, must almost amount to a 
new creation ? To this there is an alternative. Our Loid 
assures us that in His Father's house there are many man- 
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sions. Why may not some of these be places where proba- 
tion will be continued for such persons as those above referred 
to, under more favourable conditions than those which have 
been vouchsafed them here ? Why may not some of these 
many mansions be places fitted for the growth in holiness of 
those who die in a state of spiritual and moral imperfection ? 
St. Paul assures us that Christ's Messianic reign will continue 
until He has put all enemies under His feet, and that He will 
not resign the kingdom to the Father until all things have 
been subdued imto Him ; and he elsewhere tells us that God 
has highly exalted Him, '' that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth, 
and things under the earth " (or as in the margin, things in 
the world below) ; " and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." What, 
then, I ask, is there in Scripture which implies that for the 
persons above referred to probation will not be continued 
during the whole period of Christ's Messianic reign ? Do not 
the Divine attributes of justice, benevolence, and compassion, 
of which attributes, as they exist in God, Jesus Christ is the 
revelation, demand that some opportunity should be afforded 
them of embracing that Gospel of which they have not even 
heard while they continued here ? 

II. Equally certain is it that vast numbers of those who 
have lived and died in nominally Christian countries have 
never had any real opportunity of accepting or rejecting the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Not a few have been bom and edu- 
cated in an atmosphere of irreligion and of vice, into which an 
influence for good has rarely ever penetrated. Will the cry 
of such rise up in vain into the ears of that compassionate 
Judge who, in the days of His earthly life, bore in imtiring 
patience with human infirmities, and even with sins which 
were not deliberate and wilful ? It will, perhaps, be urged 
that all these have had opportunities of embracing the Gospel 
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if they had so chosen. To this I answer in the words of the 
Apostle, " How shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed ; or how shall they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard ; or how shall they hear without a preacher ? " 
The only preacher they have heard has been that most 
uninviting type of Christianity displayed in the ordinary rela- 
tions between man and man, which, while it may exclaim, 
" Lord ! Lord ! " leaves undone the things which He says — 
a Christianity more fitted to repel than to attract. Surely 
those who have been exposed to influences like these may 
justly put in a plea for mercy, may I not rather say, for a 
probation imder more favourable conditions than those of 
their past lives, at the bar of that Judge who is both com- 
passionate and just, and who urged as a reason for the for- 
giveness of His murderers that they knew not what they did. 
III. But there is another class of persons, who have lived 
in nominally Christian countries — and that a very numerous 
one — who may justly put in a similar plea before the 
Judge who will certainly do right. I allude to those who 
have had set before them only imperfect versions of the 
gospel, and who have been told by those claiming to be the 
authorised teachers of the Church that this imperfect version 
of Christianity constitutes the essence of Christianity itself. I 
shall not attempt to enumerate these imperfect versions, or to 
describe in what their imperfections consist. I think that no 
reasonable man will dispute the fact that during the eighteen 
centuries of the past they have been numerous and have 
been various, and that large sections of the Church have 
propounded systems of theology as Christianity, beneath 
which, even if they are not dijBFerent gospels from that pro- 
claimed by our Lord, His teaching and His divinely attrac- 
tive person have been hidden from the eyes of men. May not 
these justly put in the plea before Him who, during his earthly 
life, was moved with compassion for those whom He described 
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as sheep wandering without a shepherd : " We have not been 
guilty of rejecting thee, or thy gospel, but what was really 
a caricature of both. Often, instead of having had thy 
Father set before us as the Grod of mercies and the God of 
love, we have had Him depicted as possessing a character 
revolting to the conscience and the moral sense which He has 
implanted within us ; often, instead of having thee set before 
us in the Divine attractiveness of thy character, we have 
been told that thy gospel required us to believe, as necessary 
to salvation, a number of hard dogmas which we could not 
imderstand ; often, instead of its having been set before us 
that thy yoke is easy and thy burden light, have we been 
told that thy gospel imposed on men a number of ritual 
ordinances devoid of moral worth and difficult to be borne. 
Above all, we have found a terrible stumbling-block in those 
multitudes who have hailed thee as Lord but who have lived 
in habitual disregard of thy commandments, and in hearing 
one proclaimed as possessing all thy authority on earth 
whose character too often has been the very opposite of thine. 
Wilt not thou, compassionate Jesus, take these things 
into thy consideration, and afford us yet an opportunity of 
knowing both thee and thy gospel, and thy Father whom 
thou hast revealed, — not as they have been set before us 
during our earthly probation, but as they really are V* I 
cannot but think that such pleas as these will find acceptance 
with Him who came to be the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, and who said, " I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me." 

IV. We must not confine our inquiry simply to the con- 
sideration whether a large portion of mankind, during this 
present life, have had the option of accepting or rejecting 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The subject before us requires 
to be considered imder other and very important aspects. 

It is a truth which no observer of facts will deny, that 
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mankind bring into the world with them a nature far more 
inclined to evil than to good, and that the evil characters 
which have been formed by ancestors very^ frequently re- 
appear as tendencies to the same kind of evil in their descen- 
dants, in a manner somewhat similar to that in which diseases 
of ancestors reappear in their bodies. These are facts which, 
whatever theory may be propounded in explanation of them, 
are beyond the possibility of dispute. Further, it is no less 
certain that an overwhelming majority of mankind have been 
bom into an atmosphere of moral and spiritual degradation — 
one, it is true, of different degrees in different surroundings, 
but one which, in the case of numerous savage races, and 
even in some so-called civilised races of mankind, must be 
characterised as simply awful. I need not quote instances of 
them ; they will occur to every reader. In the midst of this 
8tate of moral and spiritual corruption the new-bom child is 
bom and educated. He has been inhaling it during his 
early years, long before the powers of his intellect have been 
sufficiently developed to enable him to exert an independent 
judgment between right and wrong, until it has become a 
portion of his spiritual and moral being. Thus it is that we 
see impressed on mankind the various distinctions of race, 
with their good and evil qualities which, unless some power- 
ful external influence is brought to bear on them, propagate 
themselves from generation to generation. At the same time 
it is a fact that, in the course of the historical development 
of the great races of mankind, apart from some regenerating 
influence exerted on them from without, after they have 
reached a certain point in their development, the tendency of 
their better qualities has been to diminish and of their evil 
ones to increase. All these are hard facts which cannot be 
denied, account for them as we may. 

Let us grapple face to &ce with some of the stem facts 
with which we are confronted. A child who is bom with 
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tendencies to evil, and in the midst of a moral and spiritual 
Atmosphere such as I have supposed, is certainly placed in 
a most unfavourable position for growing up into a holy man. 
Should I not rather say, that it is morally impossible that he 
should do so, unless some powerful influence is brought to baer 
upon him from without, and unless he can be removed from 
the influence of that corrupt moral and spiritual atmosphere 
in which his character has been formed. We need not go for 
examples of what I mean to coimtries into which no Christian 
influences have ever penetrated ; nor need we summon as 
witnesses the fierce passions and the degraded practices of 
the savage races of mankind. We may find them in abun 
dance in the very midst of the civilisation and of the pro- 
fessed Christianity of our own London. Who shall tell the 
number of those who are bom of parents steeped in vice, and 
who have been brought up in their childhood and in their 
youth in the midst of nothing but vicious surroundings ? 
May not all those who have been born under such influences 
as these to which I have referred, put in a plea before the 
judgment-seat of that Judge who is both perfect in justice, 
perfect in love, and perfect in compassion, that another pro- 
bation be afforded them, free from the disadvantages of the 
past, and in which there will be influences for good capable 
of counterbalancing these disadvantages ? Surely such may 
justly plead, " O, thou righteous Judge, though thou hast 
no spot of sin within thee, thou knowest from thy own 
experience what temptation means, for thou hast suffered, 
being tempted ; wilt thou not have mercy upon us, and afford 
some fresh condition of probation to us, who not only have 
been born with sinful tendencies transmitted to us from our 
ancestors, but who have passed our childhood and youth in 
an atmosphere of moral and spiritual corruption into which 
scarcely an influence for good has ever penetrated ? " I cannot 
thinks with the Gospels in my hands, that such an appeal to 
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Jesus Christ would be made in vain, for He is not less merci- 
ful and compassionate now in His exalted condition than He 
was during His abode on earth. 

V. One additional class of persons requires notice who will 
be able to put in a strong plea before ffim who is not only a 
righteous Judge, but a merciful Saviour. I allude to that 
vast multitude of the human race the period of whose proba- 
tion is cut short by death during childhood and early youth. 
The death tables inform us that of every million bom in 
any particular year, more than three hundred thousand are 
removed from this earthly scene before they have attained to 
the age of fifteen — i.e. during that period of life in which, 
while reason, conscience, and the higher faculties of man are 
only imperfectly developed, the foimdations of character are 
laid, and we are more capable of being impressed by our 
surroundings, whether they are good or evil, than during any 
subsequent period of our lives. Who will venture to affirm 
that in the case of an overwhelming majority of such who 
have existed in the ages of the past, their surroundings 
have not involved the inhaling of a moral and spiritual atmo- 
sphere far more interpenetrated with evil than with good ? 
Respecting infants who die in the first year of their existence, 
though even they show signs of evil passions, I will say 
nothing ; but it is a fact beyond the possibility of dispute, 
that no small amount of evil displays itself in those who die 
during the first fifteen years of life. All those who have had 
the charge of youth are only too painfully aware that various 
forms of evil character display themselves in early youth. 
Thus one displays an utter disregard for truth ; in another 
the elements of conscience are imperfect ; another is subject 
to violent passion ; another is headstrong ; another is 
constitutionally idle; another is mean; another, even at 
this early age, is the prey of the sensual passions. These 
forms of evil are most difficult to deal with under favour- 
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able circumstances. What, then, must they be when they 
are left unchecked to develop themselves in a congenial 
atmosphere? Of this last form of evil I have witnessed, 
when a boy, a case which I shall never forget. One morn- 
ing when at school I sat next a precocious lad of about 
fourteen, during which he poured into my ears a mass of 
the foulest matter, with which I will not defile my pen. 
Four hours after, when larking with other boys, he fell from 
a great height and was taken up dead. What shall we say 
with respect to cases such as these ? Will there be no ex- 
tension of probation in the unseen world for those whose 
probation has been prematurely cut short in this? Will 
there be no opportunity afforded to such for repentance after 
they have passed away from this earthly scene ? Will they, 
according to a system of theology which has attained a wide 
acceptance, be consigned to an existence in misery which will 
never end ? Or, according to another, to a lirribo infantmm, 
i.e. to a mild kind of hell ? Or will they, in accordance with 
another theory far less generally accepted, be simply annihi- 
lated ? 

To these questions it will not improbably be answered, 
Gk>d will pardon all sin which has been committed before the 
intellect, the conscience, and the moral sense have attained 
to their maturity. This I ftilly believe, but it does not remove 
the difficulty; for" those to whom I have referred die in 
various states of unholiness, which must render them unfit 
for the society and the employments of the holy. If they 
are to be happy, their evil affections must be destroyed and 
pure and holy ones must be generated. It will probably be 
urged that this change will be suddenly effected by an exer- 
tion of God's almighty power. But the Scriptures uniformly 
teach that the mode in which the Divine Spirit acts in the 
sanctification of the unholy in the present kingdom of His 
grace is not by a sudden transformation of character, but 
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by a gradual growth in holiness. What reason have we for 
believing that it will be otherwise in the unseen world ? It 
is true that the putting off of the body may free us from 
those tendencies to evil which result from our union with it ; 
but what is requisite to qualify us for the employments and 
the enjoyments of the perfected kingdom of Christ is not the 
mere negation of evil, but the actual possession of affections 
which are elevated, pure, and holy; or in other words, 
a state of mind and character fashioned after the image 
of Jesus Christ. There is another solution of this diflSculty 
to which I have already alluded. In our Father's house 
are many mansions. Why may not some of these many 
mansions be furnished with the means fitted to enable 
those who die imder the conditions above mentioned, to 
grow up to the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ? 

It will probably be urged as an objection to the views 
maintained in this chapter that they involve the doctrine of 
purgatory. To this I answer, my position is that it is in 
conformity with the character of God, as it is revealed in 
Jesus Christ, to afford to those who have never heard of His 
gospel in this life, or only an imperfect version of it, an 
opportimity of accepting it hereafter ; and to those who in 
other respects have lived under unfavourable conditions of 
probation here, a probation under more favourable con- 
ditions in the imseen world ; and that He will not impute 
to any man as guilt anything of which that man is not the 
originator and cause, but, on the contrary, that such a 
man is the proper subject for the Divine compassion. I can, 
therefore, only say that if this position involves a doctrine 
of purgatory, be it so. But I would ask the reader to 
recollect that it is a doctrine of purgatory which differs toto 
ccdo from that which is taught either in the systematic or 
the popular theology of the Roman, or any other section of 
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Christian Church ; and that it is not a purgatory which is 
penal, but one of amendment and of growth in holiness, 
and one in which the gospel of Jesus Christ will be set 
forth, not in the caricature which has been too often ex- 
hibited by sections of the Church, nor even in an imperfect 
version of it, but as it was proclaimed by Him who said 
that He came not to call the righteous, but sinners. Surely 
then He who came to give His life for the life of the world 
will provide some means hereafter of enabling those multi- 
tudes of men who, in numbers numberless, have never heard 
of the gospel of His grace, or only some imperfect version 
of it, to embrace it in the unseen world. 

Of this opinion was St. Peter. The following are his 
affirmations which bear on this subject, to which I have 
already referred : — 

" Because Christ also suflfered for sins once, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit ; in which also 
he went and preached to the spirits in prison {ev ^uXa/cy), 
which aforetime were disobedient, when the long-suffering of 
Grod waited in the days of Noah when the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is eight souls, were saved through water," 
or as in the margin, were brought safely through water; 
" which also alter a true likeness [margin, in the antetype] 
doth now save you, even baptism ; not the putting away 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
towards God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.** (1 
Peter iii. 18—21.) 

A few verses further on the Apostle adds — 

" Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them 
in the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you : who shall 
give account to him who is ready to judge the quick and 
the dead. For unto this end was the gospel [margin, the 
good tidings] preached even to the dead, that they might be 
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judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit." (1 Pet. iv. 4—6.) 

I need hardly inform the reader that the number of refined 
criticisms to which these two passages have been subjected 
by those who hold that human probation terminates with the 
present life is extremely great. I shall not discuss them, but 
I shall take it for granted that the true meaning of the words 
is that which would suggest itself to any Greek-speaking 
member of the apostolic Churches who was free from the 
trammels imposed by systems of theology, and was a stranger 
to the discussions which have taken place on this subject, 
whether in ancient or modem times. The real question is 
not what the Apostle's language may be made to mean, but 
what is its natural meaning. It is worthy of remark that a 
writer on conditional immortality, who adopts the position 
that human probation terminates with the present life, takes 
the bold course of pronouncing the entire passage an inter- 
polation, for no other reason than that he finds it impossible 
to reconcile either it or the subsequent afiSrmations about 
baptism with his system of theology. 

What, then, is the first affirmation of the Apostle if we 
construe his language in its apparent natural meaning ? I 
answer that our Lord, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened in the spirit, went and preached to the spirits in 
prison (i.6. to the antediluvians in Hades) who were aforetime 
disobedient, while God's long-suffering waited in the days of 
Noah. Against this apparently natural meaning of the words 
two interpretations have been proposed which require notice. 
Of these the first is that our Lord, prior to His incarnation, 
through the ministry of Noah and the preparation of the ark, 
preached to the spirits of the antediluvians who were in 
prison at the time of His death. If tliis, however, was the 
Apostle's intended meaning, I can only say that it is difficult 
to conceive how it is possible to express it in language which 
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is more obscure and tmnatimd. Equally difficult is it to 
understand what purpose the writer had in view in making 
such an affirmation* 

The second is that Jesus Christ, while put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened in the spirit, actually preached to the 
spirits of the antediluvians in Hades, but that His preaching 
was not an announcement of good news to those whose pro- 
bation had been one which had been attended with unfavour- 
able conditions while on earth, as must have been the case 
with multitudes of the antediluvians who perished in the 
flood, but that it was an announcement of liberation from 
prison to one class, and of judgment to another, through the 
accomplishment of His atoning work. 

It seems to me that nothing more is required to expose 
the unsoundness of these two positions than to set them forth 
distinctly and place them side by side with the words of the 
Apostle, and to let the reader judge. This also will be the 
best course to adopt to enable him to form a judgment of the 
value of numerous other criticisms of this passage. 

The second passage above quoted stands in the closest con- 
nection with the first, being separated from it only by a few 
verses, and therefore it can hardly be understood as referring 
to anything else than the preaching just referred to. What 
meaning, then, did the Apostle intend to convey by the words, 
*' Who shall give account to him who is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead ; for unto this end was the good tidings 
(the gospel) preached even to the dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit" ? 

Here, then, in the course of fifteen words the Apostle twice 
uses the words " the dead." In the first instance the words 
*' the dead " unquestionably mean the dead in the ordinary 
sense of those words, because in the very same sentence they 
are used as the opposite of the living : " who is ready," says 
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he, " to judge the quick and the dead." Is it possible, I ask, 
that when he writes in the words immediately following*, 
" For unto this end was the gospel," i.e. the good tidings, 
" preached even to the dead," that he could have intended 
his reader to attach a wholly diflferent meaning to the words 
" the dead," viz. the spiritually dead while on earth ? Such 
modes of interpretation may make Scripture mean anything- 
or nothing. 

If we are content to understand language in its ordinary 
sense, the Apostle's meaning is not wanting in distinctness. 
The gospel was preached to the antediluvians in order ** that 
they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit." That is, they suflFered 
as other men suflfer in the ordinary course of providence 
in one overwhelming calamity, without any distinction 
having been made between diflTerent degrees of individual 
responsibility, just in the same manner as when a vast multi- 
tude of men are destroyed by an earthquake, a volcano, or the 
sinking of a ship at sea. Thus the antediluvians were judged 
according to men in the flesh, i.e. without any distinction 
being made between degrees of guilt, and in the state in which 
they died they passed into Hades ; but the gospel was preached 
to them there that they might be quickened according to God 
in the spirit, i.e. that the means of recovery and salvation 
might be again put within their reach. 

It will, perhaps, be objected that these utterances of St. 
Peter were made with respect to the antediluvians only, and 
that when he wrote the passage in question, for anything 
that appears to the contrary, these, and none but these, came 
within the Apostle's view. This I fully admit, and it is 
difiicult to assign the reason why these alone are referred to. 
But this does not alter the fact that it was the belief of St. 
Peter that our Lord did preach glad tidings to the spirits of 
the antediluvians who were confined in Hades during the 
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interval which occurred between His expiring on the cross 
and the morning of His resurrection. One reason why these 
alone are referred to has a certain degree of probability, but 
that is all. The catastrophe of the flood was not only well 
known to those to whom the Apostle wrote, but it formed 
the most terrible judgment which is recorded in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, and one in which it was obvious 
that no distinction was made between diflferent degrees of 
responsibility ; for in it the grey-haired sinner and the youth 
just entering on his responsibility perished alike. Full well, 
then, might the question have occurred to the Apostle, or to 
those to whom he wrote : as all the antediluvians suffered a 
common judgment in the flood, will they all suffer a common 
judgment in the unseen world, however they may have 
differed in their different degrees of guilt ; and will they have 
no opportunity of embracing that message of good news to 
men, of which they never heard? If this were so, the 
Apostle's answer is, Jesus Christ, between His death and His 
resurrection, proclaimed glad tidings to the spirits of the 
antediluvians in Hades. 

But this reference to these alone does not hinder us from 
drawing an inference from the fact affirmed by the Apostle. 
No passage from the Pentateuch can be quoted which directly 
affirms that man will survive the death of the body ; yet our 
Lord tells the Sadducees that they might have justly inferred 
this great truth from the Divine declaration, " I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." In the 
same manner, we are justified in inferring from the fact that 
our Lord proclaimed glad tidings to the spirits of the ante- 
diluvians in Hades, that some opportunity of embracing His 
gospel will be afforded to those innumerable multitudes of 
mankind, whose earthly probation has been passed under 
equally unfavourable conditions — a conclusion to which the 
attributes of God, as they are revealed in Jesus Christ, evi- 
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dently point, and which is suggested by the concluding words 
of St. Paul's address to the philosophers at Athens — " The 
times of this ignorcmce God overlooked, but now he com- 
mandeth men that they should all everywhere repent, because 
he hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness" — and by his affirmation that a time is 
coming in the future when in the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, on earth, and in the 
underworld, and confess Him Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father; and that God will then become all in alL In 
what righteousness, I ask, does the Apostle affirm that God 
will judge the world? Will it be a righteousness which 
the conscience and moral sense He has implanted in man 
affirm to be righteousness, or will it be in conformity with 
attributes of a wholly different character, to which the name 
of righteousness has been given, but which differs widely 
from our human conception of it ? Let the reader judga 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ThB YaLTDITT of THB TuBORIBS of UNirBBSALISM, AND OF GONDITIOKAL 

Immoetalitt. 

These two theories have been propounded by two diflferent 
schools of thoughtful men, who have felt themselves unable 
to reconcile the commonly accepted doctrines of retribution 
with the character of God, as it is afltoned by reason, with the 
revelation of that character in the person, work, and teaching 
of Jesus Christ, and with the general teaching of the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament. It will, therefore, be desirable, 
before concluding this argument, to give them a brief con- 
sideration. 

The first of these theories lays down that the victory of 
good over evil will ultimately result in the recovery of 
every moral being in the universe to holiness and to God, 
and that the end and purpose of the Incarnation was to effect 
this. Its fundamental principles may be stated as follows : — 

1. The vast extent of the universe, its complicated struc- 
ture, and its adaptations in numbers numberless prove that it 
is the work of a being to whose wisdom and power it is 
impossible to assign any limitations conceivable by man, and 
that therefore there is no possible obstacle which can hinder 
Him from effectuating the purposes of His will, whatever that 
will may be. 

2. That, notwithstanding the clouds and darkness with 
which portions of the Divine government of the universe are 
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enshrouded, the Christian revelation assures us that God is 
perfectly holy, benevolent, just, and good, and that the essence 
of His moral character is love. This being so, it is urged 
that it follows, as a necessary consequence, that His will must 
be the ultimate happiness of those moral beings whom 
He has created, yet that this will cannot attain its perfect 
realisation so long as evil continues to exist. 

3. Tet, while it is a great truth that Qod is unlimited in 
power and wisdom, perfect in holiness and benevolence, it is 
a fact which is beyond the possibility of question that a large 
amount of moral evil — ^who shall say how large ? — ^has, tor 
purposes inscrutable to man, been permitted to enter the 
imiverse of the Creator ; and this evil is not a mere passing 
shadow, but a terrible reality, which in beings gifted with 
immortality, unless uprooted, will work out results awful to 
contemplate, during the seons of the future ; i.e. the existence 
of moral evil, with all the fearful consequences which accom- 
pany it, will be perpetuated for ever in the universe of Him 
who is all holy, all benevolent, and at the same time almighty 
and all wise, and which universe has been brought into 
existence by His sovereign pleasure. 

4. Inasmuch as the essence of moral evil consists in the 
existence of a will opposed to holiness and to God, if evil 
beings will continue to exist for ever, however much they 
may be restrained in their activities or however terrible may 
be their torments, wills animated with hatred and opposition 
to God will continue to exist for ever. If this be so, it fol- 
lows that the reign of evil will be everlasting over portions of 
•God's created work, and consequently that the aflSrmation of 
St. Paul that it is " his good pleasure unto a dispensation of 
the fulness of the times to sum up all things in Christ/* and 
to become "all in all," will never be accomplished, as it is 
impossible that God can be all in all so long as a will con- 
tinues to exist in opposition and unsubdued to Him. 
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6. Assuming these principles to be true, the Universalist 
argues that it is incredible that God has so constituted the 
moral universe that moral evil, which is the opposite to His 
holiness, and suflfering, which is the opposite to His benevo- 
lence, should continue to exist for ever in the universe of 
which He is the sovereign Lord ; and therefore he infers 
that He will adopt some means — ^and who shall assign a limit 
to His resources ?-— of rescuing the moral beings whom He 
has created and endowed with immortality firom the per- 
petual dominion of evil, and of bringing them into voluntary 
union with Himself. 

6. The Universalist also alleges that the general affirm- 
ations of the New Testament respecting the end and purpose 
of redemption, and not a few of its express declarations, all 
point in the same direction. Of these the following are the 
most striking : — 

(1.) " Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
the world." (John i. 29.) 

(2.) " And we have beheld, and bear witness that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." (1 John iv. 14.) 

(3.) " For God sent not his Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world should be saved through him." 
(John iii. 17.) 

(4.) " The bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life 
of the world." (John vi. 61.) 

(5.) *' And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the whole world." (1 John ii. 2.) 

(6.) " He died for alL" (2 Cor. v. 15.) 

(7.) " For to this end we labour and strive, because we 
have our hope set on the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, especially of them that believe." (1 Tim. iv. 
10, 11.) 

(8.) " For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salva- 
tion unto all men." (Titus ii. 11.) 
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(9.) "The Son of Man came to seek and to save that 
which is lost." (Luke xix. 10,) 

(10.) "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, shall draw all 
men unto me." (John xii. 32.) 

(11.) " For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in 
him (i.e. Christ) should all the fulness dwell ; and through 
him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross ; through him, I say, whether 
they be things on the earth or things in the heavens." (Col. i. 
19, 20.) 

(1 2.) " Having made known unto us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in him 
(i.e. Christ) unto a dispensation of the fulness of the times, to 
sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens, and 
the things upon the earth, in him." (Eph. i. 9, 10.) 

(13.) "Wherefore also God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him the name which is above every name, that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth (i.e. the 
underworld), that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (PhiL ii, 
9—11.) 

(14.) " God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, and having 
committed imto us the word of reconciliation. We are am- 
bassadors, therefore, on behalf of Christ, as though God were 
entreating by us ; we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye 
reconciled unto God." (2 Cor. v. 19, 20.) 

(15.) *' For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour, who willeth (BeKei) that all men should be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth." (1 Tim. ii. 
3,4.) 

(16.) "For if by the trespass of the one the many died, 
much more shall the grace of God, and the gift by the grace 
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of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound vm,to the manyJ' 
(Rom. V. 15.) 

(17.) " So then, as through one trespass, the judgment came 
v^pon all men imto condemnation, even so, through one act 
of righteousness, the free gift came wpon aU men to justifica- 
tion of life. For as through the one rrujm's disobedience the 
rrujmy were rruxde svrmers, even so, through the obedient of the 
one, shall the Tnany be Tnade righteous.^' (Rom. v. 18, 19.) 

(18.) " And when all things have been subjected to him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subjected unto him that 
did subject all things unto him, that God may be all in all." 
(1 Cor. XV. 28.) 

(19.) " Every created thing which is in the heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth [i.e. the underworld], and in 
the sea and all that is in them, heard I saying. Unto him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, 
and the honour, and the glory, and the dominion, unto the 
ages of ages." (Rev. v. 13.) 

These are the most important passages in the New Testa- 
ment on which the Universalist bases his theorv. Of these 
he alleges that the first eight distinctly aflten that the end 
and purpose sought to be effected by our Lord's divine 
mission was the salvation of the world ; that, in the ninth, 
He himself declares that He came to seek and to save the 
lost ; in the tenth, that He will effect this by drawing all 
men unto himself; in the five following, that the final recon- 
ciliation of all things to God is the purpose sought to be 
realised by the incarnation, and that it is the will of God 
that all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge 
of the truth ; in the sixteenth and seventeenth, that the work 
of Jesus Christ has not only in every respect remedied the 
evil brought on mankind by Adam's transgression, but that 
it has been far more eflScacious for good than his trans- 
gression for evil ; and in the eighteenth and nineteenth, that 
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a time will come in the future when the reconciliation of all 
things to God will be finally accomplished, and that God will 
then be all in alL 

Such, without entering into minute details, minor con- 
siderations, and the great question of free agency, involving 
as it does some complicated metaphysical problems, are the 
great principles on which this theory rests, and such are the 
chief passages in the New Testament which are quoted in its 
support. Most of the latter have been discussed in previous 
chapters. It is, therefore, not my intention in this place to 
point out where I consider them incapable of bearing the 
weight of the hypothesis which has been erected on them. 
The reader will observe, from the positions laid down in 
this work, that while I consider the hypothesis to be an 
approximation to the truth, yet I cannot accept it as the 
entire truth. I say " an approximation to the truth," be- 
cause I think that it is the teaching alike of reason and 
revelation, that as long as there is any good in a man he 
will continue to be the subject of God's merciful regard, and, 
through the work of redemption which has been effected by 
Jesus Christ, capable of recovery to holiness and to God ; 
and that those only are irrecoverable in whom the reign of 
evil is become absolute and complete. Respecting such, the 
habitual language used by our Lord and his Apostles seems 
to be decisive. I need not repeat the language in which 
they express the fete of the finally impenitent. The words 
which they use to express this can only have the natural 
meaning which they bore in the Greek spoken in the primitive 
Christian societies, and of which the English word "de- 
struction," and others of kindred meaning, are sufficiently 
accurate representations. The XJniversalist endeavours to 
evade this by affirming that when the Scriptures threaten 
the finally impenitent with destruction, or some kindred 
term, the thing intended is the destruction of the sin, but 
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the recovery of the sinner. I have already observed that the 
principle of interpretation which assigns to the term destruc- 
tion, and to similar expressions, the meaning of never-ending 
existence in never-ending torment, is to attribute to them a 
wholly non-natural signification. I therefore cannot think 
the mode of interpretation of these terms which is adopted 
by the XJniversalist to be less non-natural than that which 
assigns to them the above meaning. Surely it is a mode of 
dealing with language which no one would adopt, unless 
compelled by the exigencies of a theory. 

It is a blessed truth, afltened by the Christian revelation, 
that there is a time coming in the future when God will have 
reconciled all things unto himself; and when evil will cease to 
exist in the universe which He has created. There are only 
two ways in which this can be eflfected — either by the con- 
version of evil beings, or by causing them to cease to exist. 
The XJniversalist affirms that it is in accordance with the 
Divine character that the mode in which this will be eflfected 
will be by their ultimate conversion. This the language of 
the New Testament, taken in its obvious meaning, denies. 
It remains, therefore, that the second alternative is the only 
possible one ; that evil beings will be annihilated, either by 
an exertion of God's almighty power, or because He has so 
constituted the moral universe that, under His providential 
government, the disease of evil will ultimately destroy man's 
spiritual and moral being, just as incurable physical disease 
destroys his bodily life. 

The Theory of Conditional Immortality, or Life 
IN Christ. 

This subject has been treated by numerous writers, who 
while agreeing in fundamental principles, have set it forth 
under various modifications according to their own different 
points of view. If I were to enter into a complete criticism 
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of this theory and its modifications, a volume of considerable 
size would not be too large to devote to its consideration. 
In endeavouring to set before the reader its general positions, 
and the grounds on which this theory rests, it will be neces^ 
sary that I should confine myself to the work of one who may 
be considered its most powerful advocate. None will, I think, 
hesitate to assign this place to the work of the Rev. Edward 
White, entitled " Life in Christ." The title of the work is 
a sufficiently clear indication of the positions which the 
author seeks to establish. These are two, viz. that man's 
survival after death is not due to any natural immortality 
which he possesses, but is the gift of God through the 
Incarnation ; and that the commonly accepted doctrines of 
systematic and popular theology, which affirm that the penalty 
of sin will be an existence in never-ending torments, and that 
this will be the fete of an overwhelming majority of the 
human race, is destitute of support both in reason and in 
Scripture. The second of these is argued with a force which 
leaves little to be desired; but the general theory itself, 
and the reasons adduced in proof of it, owing to the wide 
extent of the subject matter which, with the view of 
strengthening his argument, the author has introduced into 
the controversy, render it extremely difficult to express lus 
views in a number of distinct propositions, the work itself 
consisting of not less than 638 closely-printed pages. The 
following, however, will give the reader a general idea of his 
chief positions : — 

1. The theory of man's natural immortality is a heathen 
fiction, destitute aUke of any foundation in reason or in 
Scripture. On the contrary, man was, like the other animal 
races, created mortal (but capable of becoming immortal), and 
in his present state, apart firom the Incarnation, death would 
have been the termination of his existence, as it is of theijps. 
This position is founded on the account of the creation and 
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fall of man, as given in the second and third chapters of 
Genesis, and on various considerations derived from the 
alleged discoveries of modem science. 

2. But while man was created mortal, he differed from the 
other animal races, in that he was created capable of becoming 
immortal by eating of the fruit of the tree of life. On this 
are based several theories which it will be unnecessary to par- 
ticularise. 

3. The penalty denounced against the violation of the 
Divine command, forbidding Adam to eat of the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, was death, i.e. the 
loss of existence, on the very day of his transgression, and 
if this penalty had been executed according to the strict 
terms of the threatening, the human race could not have 
come into existenca 

4. In consequence of the Divine purpose to introduce a 
dispensation of mercy through the Incarnation the threaten- 
ing was not executed. 

5. Even under the economy of redemption, death destroys 
man as man ; i.e. it destroys his animal life and his bodily 
organism; and apart from these, neither the personality, 
nor the spirit, nor the soul, constitute the man. In a word, 
according to this theory, man, as man, ceases to exist at 
death, and is dissolved into his component parts, neither 
of which, when separate from the others, nor all, when sepa- 
rated from the bodily organism and the animal life, consti- 
tute the man, who can only be restored to the fulness of his 
being by a resurrection. So completely does the author carry 
out this theory, that he even goes the length of aflSrming that 
death destroyed Christas man. This position is rendered neces- 
sary by the theory which he propounds respecting the nature 
of the atonement, and of the penalty attached to the violation 
of the law of God, and several other considerations which 
form a portion of his general theory of life in Christ I need 
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hardly observe that these positions rest on inferences and 
metaphysical problems of a very doubtful and complicated 
character. 

6. Adam, by his transgression and consequent expulsion 
from paradise, being excluded from eating of the fruit of the 
tree of life, both he and his posterity remained in the 
original condition of mortality in which they were created. 

7. For the purpose of introducing a dispensation of 
mercy, the penalty of instant death denounced against the 
violation of the Divine command was not executed on Adam; 
but on the contrary, he was respited, and continued to 
live several hundred years afterwards ; and thus the human 
race, which would have perished in him if the threatened 
penalty had been executed, was brought into existence ; but 
under the disadvantageous condition that through the 
transgression of their first progenitor sin entered into the 
world, death' by sin, and thus death passed upon all 
men. This last result, if I imderstand the theory rightly, 
would have been the natural consequence of Adam and his 
posterity being excluded from access to the tree of life ; 
and the death which would thus have passed upon all 
men, had it not been for the dispensation of mercy to be 
brought about by means of the Incarnation, would have 
been extinction of being, which would have rendered punish- 
ment beyond the grave for sins committed here impossible. 

8. The present existence of the human race, the sur- 
vival of the personality in Hades, and the future resurrec- 
tion of the righteous and the wicked, are due to the same 
cause. 

9. Saints who have become united to Christ in this 
life, instead of passing into Hades, will after death enjoy a 
happy existence in the presence of Christ ; but their felicity 
will not be complete until after the resurrection, when the 
entire man will be once more recopstituted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY. 391 

10. At the judgment vast numbers who have never heard 
of Jesus Christ or the Gospel of His mercy, but who 
have lived up to the light which was in them, and who have 
exhibited the spirit of love, will be reckoned by Christ among 
the righteous, and be invited by Him to enter into the 
kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the 
world. 

11. Another result of the incarnation will be the resur- 
rection of the wicked for judgment. I use the words 
" another result of the incarnation," because according to the 
original theory, if the penalty incurred by Adam had been 
strictly executed — and its non- execution was due to the 
Divine purpose of mercy in the incarnation — the entire 
human race would have perished in him ; and consequently 
their present existence and the survival of their personality 
in Hades, and their future resurrection are the result of the 
Divine purpose in redemption. 

12. After the judgment sinners will be punished accord- 
ing to the strictest principles of justice in exact proportion 
to their deeds ; but their sufiferings will not be of an un- 
limited but of a limited duration, and will terminate in the 
extinction of their being, and thus evil will be finally extin- 
guished in the universe of God. 

13. Both reason and Scripture afford grounds for believing 
that those who have had no opportunity afforded them of 
embracing the gospel here — and these compose the over- 
whelming majority of mankind who have lived in the past, 
and who are living in the present — will have an opportunity 
afforded them of doing so in Hades. 

I have used the words ** in the past and in the present," 
because there are not wanting writers who, to escape from 
the difficulties involved in the popular theories of retri- 
bution — ^which affirm that the saved will constitute a small 
minority, and the lost the overwhelming majority of the 
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human race — suggest that those who will be bom during the 
Millennium will redress the balance, if they do not make the 
number of the saved greatly to preponderate. I repeat it, the 
real question is not whether in the ultimate issue of things 
the saved or the lost will constitute the majority of man- 
kind, but whether it is consistent with the character of One 
whose wisdom and power are unlimited, and the essence of 
whose moral being is love, to have so constituted the moral 
universe that the ultimate result will be not only that 
moral evil, which is the opposite to His holiness, will 
continue to exist in it for ever, but that those multitudes 
who, according to popular belief, will constitute the lost, 
are destined to pass a never-ending existence in never-ending 
torment 

Such are the most important positions of this theory, as 
far as they bear on the immediate subject of the present work. 
I have discussed most of them either directly or indirectly in 
the preceding pages, and from them the reader will be able to 
determine how far I assent to or dissent from the reasonings 
in question. While agreeing with the main position which 
it is the object of the work to establish, viz. that the theory 
of retribution so widely accepted, both in systematic and 
popular theology, has no basis to rest upon either in reason 
or revelation, I cannot but think that many of the principles 
on which no inconsiderable portion of the argument is 
founded are open to very serious objections ; and that this, on 
the principle that the strength of a chain is that of its 
weakest link, greatly weakens the force of those points in 
Mr. White's reasonings which are extremely powerfuL One 
thing can hardly fidl to strike the reader of this work, — the 
inconsiderable use which is made in it of the moral argument. 
A few additional remarks only will be necessary. 

With respect to the first of the above positions, the 
reader should observe that, according to the author's theory. 
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man was created mortal, just as the other animals were 
created mortal; that is to say, according to the original 
law of his being, death would have been the annihilation 
of his personal conscious existence, as it is the annihila- 
tion of that, be it what it may, which constitutes their in- 
dividuality. This theory is, however, so far modified as to 
make it of little value for the purpose for which it is pro- 
poimded ; for it is admitted that although man was created 
mortal, he was also created capable of becoming immortal by 
eating of the fruit of the tree of life. This being so, there 
must have been an essential difference in the constitution of 
man and animals with respect to their powers of surviving 
the stroke of death ; for while man was created capable of 
becoming immortal by eating of the fruit of the tree of 
life, it is not urged that the same result would have been 
produced on animals if they had partaken of this fruit. On 
the contrary, the whole theory is founded on the assumption 
that animals and man in the natural course of things would 
be utterly destroyed at death. Into the thorny question 
whether animal life — ^be the vital principle what it may — ^is 
annihilated by death I shall not enter. 

A considerable body of scientific opinion — it would be 
incorrect to call it evidence, for the entire question lies 
outside the range of scientific investigation — in favour of 
the theory that man perishes at death, is adduced by the 
author in the four opening chapters of the work. I fully 
admit that evidence of his survival which is strictly scientific 
there is none. But, in accepting this as a fact, the reader 
should keep in mind, what is too often forgotten in contro- 
versies connected with this subject, that the kind of evidence 
designated " scientific " is very far from being the only kind 
of evidence which is absolutely conclusive; that in the 
practical affairs of life the evidence, though in numerous 
cases it leaves on our minds the highest degree of certainty. 
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is of a very diflferent character from that which is so desig-- 
nated,* and that the opinions of scientists, when they travel 
beyond the special subjects of their investigations, are of no 
more value than those of other thoughtful men. Further, 
it should never be forgotten, that while no scientific evidence 
exists that man will survive the death of the body, on the 
other hand it is equally true that no such evidence exists 
that the death of the body will be the destruction of the 
personality. As I have said in a former chapter, all that 
science has succeeded in proving is that in man, as he is 
at present constituted, mind and brain are most intimately 
correlated to one another. But for the theory that the de- 
struction of the brain is the destruction of the conscious 
personality, or that the personality is incapable of existing, 
acting, thinking, and perceiving under conditions different 
from the present ones, anything approaching to scientific 
evidence is entirely wanting. 

It is true that Mr. White is careful to inform his readers 
that he does not accept the scientific evidence, to which he 
refers, as indubitably true, and that he is fiilly aware that 
much may be said on the other side of the question. Still, 
it is clear that he considers it to afford considerable support 
to his general position. If this were not so, why adduce 
it ; for if it is inconclusive, as it certainly is, the effect of 
such reasonings is not to strengthen an argument but to 
weaken it. It is also unfortunate that the theories re- 
ferred to have been extensively propounded by Atheists, Ag- 
nostics, Positivists, and Pantheists as alternatives to Chris- 
tian theism. Mr. White, however, in his prefiwe to the third 
edition of his work, admits, in the following singular passage, 
that the body of scientific opinion put forth in chapters I., 

* Of this kind of evidence, that which in crUninal cases brings to the mind of 
a jury the faUest conviction of indubitable certainty is a striking example. 
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IL, III., and IV. adds little to the weight of his general 
argument. He thus writes : — 

" If the reader who cares little for scientific opinion finds 
the opening sections not to his taste, he can commence the 
perusal of this book at the fifth chapter without serious 
hindrance to the understanding of the general argument" 

Is this most serious question, then, to be resolved into one 
of taste ? To what purpose is it to adduce a number of 
scientific theories in support of the argument that man, 
according to his original constitution, perishes with the death 
of the body, when they are unproved theories and nothing 
more, and then tell the reader that if the chapters which con- 
tain them are not to his taste it is unnecessary to peruse 
them ? The only result of inserting them is to embarrass the 
argument with so much questionable and, on the author's 
own admission, unnecessary matter. 

The theory that man, as he was originally formed, was 
created mortal, and was so conditioned that death would have 
been his annihilation as a conscious being, yet that he might 
not only have continued to live for evermore, but also have 
been elevated to a higher order of existence by eating of the 
fruit of the tree of life, is only consistent with the assumption 
that mind and matter are identical It is conceivable that 
the eating of a fruit might have the effect of counteracting 
the natural tendency of the body to decay; but what 
influence it could have exerted on man's intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual being it is difficult to imagine, except on the 
improved assumption that he is nothing but organised matter 
endowed with life. Whether the second and third chapters 
of Genesis furnish data sufficient to support the weight of 
this theory I have considered in a former chapter, to which I 
must refer the reader.* It will, therefore, be only necessary 
to observe that on points such as these the obscurity of the 

• See Chapter VII. 
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narrative affords ample scope for the exercise of the theo- 
logical imagination, of which theorists of all kinds have made 
the most ample use. Those who maintain that moral and 
spiritual results can be wrought in man by eating of the fruit 
of a tree should abstain from casting stones at those who 
hold that spiritual regeneration is effected in baptism, or that 
spiritual life is sustained by eating of the consecrated bread 
and drinking of the cup of the Holy Communion. We hold 
that moral and spiritual effects must be wrought by moral 
and spiritual influences, and that our Lord's aflSrmation, *' Not 
that which entereth into the mouth defileth a man " is not 
less true in a slightly altered form, " Not that which entereth 
into the mouth can make him more holy." 

The propositions numbered three and four I have for all 
practical purposes considered above ; but the fifth proposition, 
that even under the economy of redemption death destroys 
man as man, and that portions of his complex being survive in 
Hades, involves a number of very complicated and metaphysical 
theories respecting the ontology of man, into the realities of 
which it is impossible, with our present faculties, to pene- 
trate. Consequently it forms a very insecure foundation on 
which to erect any theory respecting future retribution or 
the condition of man after death. Mr. White, however, 
boldly presses this theory to its extreme logical consequences, 
and argues from it and from certain theories respecting the 
atonement, and from the death which was threatened by the 
law as the penalty of transgression, that our Lord when He 
expired on the cross ceased to exist as man. Most Christians 
will, I think, draw the conclusion that if this is a necessaiy 
inference from these premisses, they must contain in them 
principles which are essentially unsound, and that, as £Eur as 
scriptural authority goes, they must be based on misappre- 
hensions of the teaching of the sacred writers^ or on inaccurate 
deductions from it. Full well may it be asked, If Christ, 
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when He expired on the cross, ceased to exist as man, was 
the incarnation suspended between His death and resurrec- 
tion, or did His assumption of a body at His resurrection 
involve a second incarnation ? The reader will, I think, be 
of opinion that theories of this kind involve us in questions 
which transcend the limits of our finite understandings, and 
respecting which certainty is unattainable. The only effect, 
therefore, of introducing them into this argument is to weaken 
it, instead of yielding it an additional support. 

With respect to propositions six, seven, and eight, it is far 
from being so clear as Mr. White supposes, that the not 
carrying into execution of the penalty of death — i,e. annihi- 
lation — with which Adam was threatened on the day of his 
transgression, was an act of mercy to the human race. At 
any rate, as I have observed above, the contrary view is 
quite maintainable. For if, in conformity with the theory, 
Adam had ceased to exist, mankind, and all the evils which, 
according to popular theology, have resulted from the Fall, 
would have been non-existent, and another Adam might have 
been created to bring the human race into existence under 
more favourable conditions. Further, the position that the 
continued existence of fragments of the disintegrated man in 
Hades — ^there awaiting judgment for the deeds done in the 
body until the entire man has been reconstituted at the 
resurrection — is solely due to the incarnation, to say the 
least of it, rests on data of a most questionable character, and 
is therefore a very insecure one to form any portion of the 
foundation on which to erect a theory of retribution. It is 
true that in speaking of the Fall Mr. White chiefly dwells 
on the fact that death has passed upon all men as one of the 
results of Adam's transgression, and that death is now not 
penal but natural ; but as he has laid down that man was 
originally created mortal, all that can be meant by the words 
"by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin,'* 
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is, that death became his inevitable doom owing to his ex- 
clusion from eating of the fruit of the tree of life, by doing 
which, as he was originally constituted, his "mortal" would 
have put on immortality; and he has little to say as to how 
far that vast amount of moral evil which unquestionably exists 
m one of its results. 

Still the terrible consequences of transmitted evil which 
popular theology attributes to the Fall are not a theory, but 
a £EU3t, and this £EU3t must not be excluded from the discussion 
of the position under consideration. For Mr. White lays 
down that the non-execution of the penalty of death de- 
nounced against Adam on the day of his transgression, the 
prolongation of his life, by means of which the existence of 
the human race in its present condition was made possible, 
and the survival of man's personality in Hades for the pur- 
pose of judgment and retribution, are due to the Divine 
purpose of mercy, to be subsequently realised in the incar- 
nation ; and that, apart from this purpose, death would have 
been the extinction of his being, and consequently, as &r as 
the present human race is concerned, both physical suffering, 
and moral evil, with all the terrible consequences thence 
resulting, both here and hereafter, would have been non- 
existent. Positions like these, to make them available for the 
purpose for which they are here propounded, must be estab- 
lished by the strongest proof. In a word, they ought to be 
founded on direct affirmations of Scripture, and not on a num- 
ber of very questionable inferences and reasonings, respecting 
the validity of which ordinary people are inadequate judges. 

With propositions nine and ten I cordially concur; but 
with respect to eleven, which lays down that the resurrec- 
tion of the wicked for the purpose of judgment and punish- 
ment is the result of the Divine purpose of mercy in the 
incarnation, and that but for it death would have been the 
extinction of their being, it seems to me that nothing but 
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the exigencies of a particular theory could have induced Mr. 
White to have propounded so questionable a proposition. 

While I fully concur with the general principles which are 
involved in propositions twelve and thirteen, I cannot but 
think that the theory which is propounded in number five, that 
mom, (18 man, perishes at death, and that only a portion of 
him, though a very important one, continues to exist in Hades, 
seriously interferes with the idea that those who have had no 
opportunity of embracing the Gospel here will have the oppor- 
tunity afforded them of embracing it in the underworld. 
How, I ask, can this be possible if mom, as mam,, no longer 
exists after death ? In that case it would not be the man, 
but only a portion of him, which would be capable of being 
evangelised in Hades. Mr. White elsewhere lays it down as 
necessary to man's fall responsibility for his actions during 
his earthly life, that his complete manhood should be recon- 
stituted by the re-union of the body with that portion of him 
which survives death (by whatever name we choose to desig- 
nate it, be it personality, spirit, or soul), in order that the 
former, having been a sharer with the personality in its 
actions during life, may also be a sharer in the consequences 
which will result from those actions in the unseen world ; for, 
according to the theory, the personality when separated from the 
body does not constitute the man, but only a portion of him. 

I have drawn attention to these points for the purpose of 
showing with what unnecessary difficulties theories such as 
the above encumber the subject under consideration. It is 
right, however, to observe that the reason why a great deal of 
questionable matter has been introduced into this contro- 
versy is, that it is the object of the theory designated " Con- 
ditional Immortality," or " Life in Christ," to establish two 
positions which are wholly distinct from one another. The 
first of these is — 

That the endless life of the righteous will not be the result 
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of any natural immortality inherent in man, but that it is a 
free gift of God imparted through the incarnation, and is due 
to a creative act of God, designated regeneration, and is the 
consequence of the regenerate man abiding in Christ and 
Christ in him. 

The second — 

That the punishment of the wicked in the world to come 
will not be of endless duration. 

The proof of this first position is supposed to afford 
additional strength to the second. It seems to me, on the 
contrary, greatly to weaken it, by introducing into the con- 
troversy a wide range of subjects the evidence of which is 
of a very complicated and doubtful character. 

For the purpose of enabling the reader to form a judgment 
as to the highly complicated nature of portions of the argu- 
ment, I cannot do better than quote the titles which Mr. 
White has aflSxed to nine chapters, occupying nearly one- 
third of the entire work They are as follows : — 

1. The Serpent in Genesis : an Excursus on the Scripture 
doctrine of an Evil Superhuman Agency concerned in the 
Destruction of Mankind. 

2. The Death Penalty of the Mosaic Law. 

3. The Opposed Doctrines of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
in relation to a Future Life, and Christ's Rejection of both. 

4. The incarnation of the Life, or the Logos made flesh, that 
man might live eternally. 

6. Justification of Life. 

6. The New Covenant of Life in the Blood of Christ ; or 
the Nature of the Death of Christ, and its place in the 
Divine Government as an Atonement for Sin. 

7. Regeneration imto Life, through Union with the Incar- 
nate Word, by the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life. 

8. Hades, or the State of Man between Death and the 
Resurrection, under the Economy of Redemption. 
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9. The Resurrection to Life Eternal at the Coming and 
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I need hardly observe that the discussion of these positions 
involves us in questions in the highest degree difficult of 
solution, and respecting which eminent Christian writers, the 
. sincerity of whose search after truth it is impossible to question, 
have taken, and still continue to take, very divergent views. 
But inasmuch as the titles of these chapters give the reader 
only a faint idea of the amount of abstract matter which is 
thus introduced into this controversy, and of the consequent 
uncertainty of the basis which it affords for the erection on 
it of a theory of retribution, I will name some of the subjects 
discussed in them in the author's own words. Thus — 

1. In the chapter entitled "The Incarnation of the Life; 
or the Logos made Flesh that Man may live eternally," the 
following subjects are discussed : — 

Christ's deity the crux of the Gospels ; object of John to 
deify Christ ; John's doctrine of the Logos ; triple personality 
of Christ ; eternal life by the incarnation ; eclipse of faith by 
mysticism ; genius of Oriental thought ; definiteness of the 
Greek language ; the Book of Genesis the key to Scripture ; 
the Rabbinical doctrine of a judgment to come. 

2. In the chapter entitled "Justification of Life" the 
following subjects are brought under discussion : — 

Forensic justification ; fourfold justification ; patristic justi- 
fication ; three errors in justification ; justification and im- 
mortal life ; influence of psychology on the doctrine of justi- 
fication. 

3. In the next chapter we are involved in the discussion 
of the following profound and abstract questions : — 

The nature of the death of Christ ; the curse borne by 
Christ ; the meaning of salvation by blood ; the atonement 
of Christ; the propitiatory sacrifice; causes of Unitarian 
doctrine ; on excursus on the sensibility of God. 
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Surely the investigation of this last subject is an attempt 
to intrude into things which transcend the powers of the 
finite intellect of man. 

Not to weary the reader's patience, I will only trouble him 
with an enumeration of some of the subjects treated in the 
chapter entitled "Regeneration unto Life :" — 

Apostolic doctrine of the new birth ; spiritual regeneration 
in baptism ; Nonconformist ideas on baptism ; apostolic doc* 
trine on baptism ; patristic ideas on baptism ; influence of the 
patristic doctrine ; regeneration through the Word ; r^enera- 
tion through fragmentary truth ; body, soul, and spirit ; the 
creation of the PTveurrva ; complex origin of lives ; signs of 
regenerate life ; physical and spiritual germ life, &c., &c. 

It is hardly necessary to observe that most of these sub- 
jects, thus unnecessarily introduced into this controversy, 
form some of the most difficult problems of theology. Not a 
few of them are theories representing the view of the doctrine 
of the atonement and of the regeneration of man which is held 
by that section of the Church usually designated evangelical 
Others involve questions going to the utmost limits of human 
thought, and some which transcend its limits altogether. On 
their discussion whole libraries have been written ; and yet 
men, equally able, learned, pious, and earnest seekers after 
truth in all ages of the Church, have arrived at widely 
different conclusions from precisely the same data. What, 
then, is the inference which may justly be drawn from this 
diversity of opinion among such men as the above by those 
who come to the study of these subjects unbiassed by system 
and free from the trammels which it imposes ? Surely, that 
the data on which such theories have been erected must 
be of a very uncertain character, and therefore that they 
can form no essential portion of Christianity. What, then, 
ftre they? Even if we rate them at the highest, they are 
not affirmations of revealed truth, but deductions of human 
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* reason from certain principles supposed to be contained in 
it; and as such they are subject to all the uncertainties 
arising from the errors to which the logical intellect is liable 
when it attempts to grapple with abstract questions, not a 
few of which involve us in the discussion of subjects trans- 
cending its grasp. Bespecting these and all similar questions 
the words of Job are true, " Therefore have I uttered things 
that I understood not ; things too wonderful for me, that I 
knew not" 

If, then, to proclaim glad tidings to the poor is one of the 
great characteristics of Christianity which distinguish it from 
every religion of the past or of the present; if, as our 
Lord affirmed, He was anointed with the Spirit of God 
for this very purpose ; if He came not to call the righteous 
but sinners ; if it is true that He rejoiced in spirit, and said, 
'' I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes," then the discussion of such ques- 
tions as " forensic justification," " fourfold justification," " the 
influence of psychology on the doctrine of justification," "the 
triple personality of Christ," " the nature of His death, and 
of the curse of the law borne by Him," " the meaning of sal- 
vation by blood," ** the sensibility of God," "the creation of 
the pneuma," "complex origin of lives," "physical and 
spiritual germ life," and many others introduced into this 
argument, being, as they are, questions only capable of 
being understood by the wise and prudent, even if they 
are by them, can have no other effect than that of encum- 
bering with a number of pei^lexing difficulties a subject 
which ought to be of the profoundest interest, and there- 
fore intelligible to the humblest Christian. But even 
with respect to theologians and professed students of such 
subjects, if it is necessary for them to wait until something 
like a unanimity of opinion is arrived at respecting such 
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complicated questions before they can come to a conclusion 
as to what is the teaching of Christianity on the subject of 
future retribution, they will have to wander long in uncer- 
tainty and doubt. While agreeing, therefore, with Mr. White's 
general position, and fully recognising the power of portions of 
his argument, I can only regret that he has endeayoured to 
impart to it additional strength by reasonings of so question- 
able a character, and by treating as essential trutlis of 
Christianity principles respecting which the utmost diversity 
of opinion has prevailed in all ages of the Church, and still 
continues to prevail among students of revelation who are 
equally learned, able, pious, and earnest seekers after truth. 
On the subjects above referred to it will be impossible for 
ordinary Christian people to form an opinion as to the validity 
of his reasonings ; yet these constitute the very class which 
stands in special need of enlightenment as to what is the 
teaching of the New Testament respecting future retribution, 
in contradistinction to the widespread popular theories re- 
specting it ; for it is among them that the most dangerous 
errors are most widely diffused. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

SumCAEY OP THE RbSULTS OP THE F&BTI0U8 ARGUMENTS. 

It now only remains that I should set before the reader a 
summary of the most important conclusions, and offer a few 
brief observations on the positions established in the preced- 
ing chapters. 

I. The importance of the investigation is undeniable ; for 
to imbelievers and doubters the theories which we have been 
considering constitute one of the greatest stumbling-blocks 
in the way of their acceptance of Christianity as the revelation 
of One whose attributes are justice and mercy, and the 
essence of whose moral being is love. No less must it be 
so to the heathen, when they are informed by the mission- 
ary that the evouyyiKiov 6eov, i,e. the message of good news 
from God to man* — ^for this is the precise meaning which the 
words must have conveyed to every speaker of Greek who 
heard them — consigns the overwhelming majority of man- 
kind, their ancestors and unconverted friends included, to an 
endless existence in never-ending torments. To the thoughtful 
Christian, when he endeavours to picture to himself the dread 
reality, it proves one of the severest trials of his faith ; and to 

* Our modem word ** gospel " fails to convey to the speaker of English the 
idea which the word ivayyiXtov conveyed to tiie speaker of Ghreek. To the 
latter, the cv in kvayyikwv necessarily conveyed the idea of something good, and 
the dyyiXiov of a message or news. Consequently rb ivayyiXiov rbv Siov means 
good news, either from or aboat Gk>d ; rb IvayyiXiov rbv Xpurrov good news 
about Christ ; and rb ivayytXtov r^c paoiXiiac good news about the kingdom of 
God. This is all lost in our modem English word "gospel." 
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the ordinary professor of Christianity the belief in it is a mere 
dead fiEdth barren of results, which for the most part he con- 
tinues to believe by refusing to realise what the words " end- 
less existence in never-ending torment" mean. The question 
therefore, whether that which is commonly designated " the 
doctrine of eternal damnation" is a portion — and if a portion 
•it must be an essential portion — of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
or whether it is a tradition of men which has been superadded 
to that gospel, is one which it is impossible for those who 
believe in Christianity as a Divine revelation to make the 
subject of too earnest an inquiry. 

n. With respect to the theories which affirm that because 
Ood is infinite and man finite we can have no certain know- 
ledge of the realities as they exist in God ; and therefore 
that our conceptions of the Divine attributes, and even the 
affirmations which revelation makes respecting them, may 
differ from those realities — as, for example, that justice as an 
attribute of God may differ widely from what the conscience 
and moral sense which He has implanted in man pronounces to 
be just ; we have proved them to be alike repugnant to reason 
and revelation. Consequently, when the Scriptures affirm 
that God will judge the world in righteousness, they can only 
mean that He will do so in conformity with what our con- 
science and moral sense affirm to be righteous and just, and 
not in conformity with some standard of justice which may 
differ widely from it. It is hardly possible to over-estimate 
the importance of the bearing of this principle on the question 
of future retribution. 

III. The great truth that a time is coming when God will 
judge the world in righteousness, and render to every man 
according to his deeds, is definitely afirmed in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament ; and although those of the Old 
are silent as to a judgment awaiting man beyond the grave, 
when they speak directly of the divine character and perfec- 
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tions they uniformly ascribe to God the attributes of justice, 
holiness, and mercy. Yet there are numerous utterances, 
nay, commandments, in these older Scriptures which fail to 
commend themselves to the enlightened conscience as either 
good, merciful, or holy, the imperfection of which was even 
recognised by its more enlightened prophets, and which 
stand in striking contrast to the teaching of our Lord. 
Further, I have shown that these Scriptures contain the 
records of a number of progressive revelations which were 
accommodated to the imperfect moral condition of those for 
whose use they were intended ; that they are, in a word, the 
record of the mode which was adopted by God in the education 
of the Jewish people, whereby they were gradually elevated 
from that state of degradation, which is the natural result of a 
long-continued period of slavery, to more worthy conceptions 
of religion and morality, such as would qualify them to 
become the heralds of Christianity to mankind. Conse- 
quently, inasmuch as those Scriptures are entirely silent 
respecting a judgment beyond the grave, and are strictly 
limited to dealing with a particular nation in its temporal 
capacity, the utterances of which I am speaking have no bear- 
ing on the principles on which God will judge individuals 
hereafter. They relate solely to the present moral government 
of the world, which, as far as it comes within our view, is 
confessedly an imperfect one, and therefore are wholly in- 
applicable to that judgment in which its inequalities will be 
rectified by rendering to every man according to his works, 

IV. With respect to the question whether we have grounds 
for believing, independently of the express affirmations of a 
revelation, that man will survive the stroke of death, and that 
his conduct in this world will exert a most important influence 
on his condition hereafter, I have proved that it is one which 
lies outside the range of scientific investigation, and that 
while there is no evidence which is strictly scientific that man 
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will survive the death of the body, science is equally impotent 
to prove the contrary. Equally valueless, also, are all meta- 
physical arguments on this subject, owing to the fact that we 
know nothing whatever respecting the ontology of man. On 
the other hand, reason furnishes strong grounds for believingp, 
•on the assumption that a God exists, who is all-powerful and 
-aU-wise, that such survival is in the highest degree probable ; 
and on the further assumption that He is the moral governor 
of the world, renders such survival a moral certainty. 

I have also drawn the reader's attention to the fact that 
two questions which ought to be kept entirely distinct, have 
been habitually confounded together in this controversy. 
One of these is. Have we reason for believing that man will 
survive the dissolution of the body? the other. Will that 
survival be of endless duration ? This is an important dis- 
tinction; for while there may be abundant evidence to 
prove the one, it may be far from suflScient to prove the 
other; whereas it has been commonly taken for granted 
that those arguments which prove survival also prove that 
that survival will be of endless duration. On the contrary, 
all that reason can positively affirm is, that if there is a God 
who is the moral governor of the universe, man will con- 
tinue to exist long enough to enable the Divine government 
to receive its vindication as a righteous government by the 
correction of its present inequalities, and by the righteous 
being rewarded and the wicked pimished according to their 
deeds. It is commonly assumed if man survives the stroke 
of death that he must survive for ever ; but this is by no 
means a necessary consequenca For other causes, e,g. the 
disease of moral evil wilfully persisted in, for aught we know 
to the contrary, may be capable of destroying man as a per- 
sonal conscious being. No being that has been brought into 
existence by the will of another can have endless existence 
inherent i/n itself. Of One only, whose being has had no 
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beginning, can it be said with truth that His existence must 
be everlasting. Inasmuch, therefore, as man is destitute of 
self-existence, the length of the period during which he will 
continue to exist must be dependent on the good pleasure of 
Him who by His all-powerful energy maintains him in being 
every moment. Unless, therefore, it is the pleasure of Him 
who is as merciful as He is just, and who is as just as He is 
merciful, to keep such beings in existence, in order that they 
may expiate their past sins by sufferings which will have no 
limits as to their duration, these evil beings will cease to exist 
whenever it pleases the all-merciful to cease to exert that 
energy which alone maintains in existence both the evil and 
the good. It has been necessary to draw attention to this 
particular point because the doctrine of the inherent immor- 
tality of the soul, as it is commonly understood, is supposed 
to carry along with it, as a necessary consequence, that evil 
spirits and evil men must continue to exist for ever in tor- 
ments which will never terminate. 

V. However we may regard the imperfection of the light 
which the Scriptures of the Old Testament throw on the con- 
dition of man after death, yet its imperfection is a fact the 
truth of which it is impossible to deny. The foUpwing points 
respecting those Scriptures are proved in Chapter V. : — 

1. With two exceptions (and these occur in books of a 
very late date), they contain no direct affirmation that a 
judgment awaits man beyond the grave, in which the righteous 
will be rewarded and the wicked punished according to their 
deeds. 

2. While some of the more eminent Old Testament saints 
entertained a strong hope of a happy existence with God 
after death, yet others considered that the light of God's 
countenance was only to be enjoyed during the present life, 
and that the underworld was a region of darkness and of 
gloom. In this gloomy view of the condition of man after 
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death, as fSsur as his surviyal was believed in, the popular 
mind fully concurred. 

3. The prophets, though most earnest preachers of righte- 
ousness, and although they habitually urged on their hearers 
the consequences with which persistent sin will be attended 
in this life, never appealed to the terrors of a judgment to 
come as a deterrent from sin ; nor did they urge on the 
righteous, as a support under their present trials and suffer- 
ings, the belief in a state of existence beyond the grave in 
which the inequalities of present providences would be re- 
dressed. Whatever their opinions on these subjects may 
have been, it is a certain fact that their exhortations were 
based on purely temporal considerations. The same is 
equally true of the sanctions on which the Mosaic l^islation 
rested. Yet the Book of Psalms, of Job, and several of the 
prophetic writings, make it certain that the inequalities of 
. present providences proved to holy men of old a severe trial 
of their faith. 

VI. The Christian Scriptures make the following definite 
affirmations respecting the condition of man after death : — 

1. That our conscious personality will survive the death of 
our bodies. 

2. That we shall be held responsible hereafter for our 
conduct here. 

3. That at some period of the future our personality will 
once more manifest itself in some form of bodily, i.e. material 
organisation. 

4. That with the exception of a few passages which speak 
of the condition of the departed saint as one of happiness, 
rest, and peace, the New Testament preserves an almost total 
silence respecting the condition of man between death and 
the resurrection ; and it is to a future judgment, in connec- 
tion with a resurrection, that the hopes of the holy and the 
fears of sinners are specially directed. 
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5. That its affirmations and warnings respecting future 
retribution are made witli a direct reference to Christ's 
Messianic kingdom, and to His future coming, for the purpose 
of realising its ideal. In one passage only is a direct 
reference made to that period of endless duration which will 
succeed His delivering up of this kingdom to the Father, 
when, as the Apostle affirms, God will be all in all With 
respect to anything beyond this its silence is complete. 

6. One further point is worthy of particular attention in 
connection with the subject we are considering, and it is un- 
doubtedly a remarkable one. In appealing to men's hopes 
and fears, the writers of the New Testament do not rest their 
appeal on what is commonly called '' the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul," but on a future resurrection, which 
is to take place at the coming of our Lord in triumphant 
glory. It is then, they affirm, that God will render to every 
man according to his works. 

VII. The revelation of the Divine character and perfec- 
tions, as they are set forth in the Scriptures of the New Tes- 
tament, with which revelation the voice of reason is in strict 
accord, renders it certain that God will hold men respon- 
sible hereafter only for what in them has been self-caused, 
and not for that in the causation of which they have been 
passive agents. Consequently He will not hold men respon- 
sible— 

1. For the evil in them which has been transmitted to 
them from their ancestors. 

2. For the evil in them which is the result of the environ- 
ment in which they have been bom and educated. 

3. For not having embraced a gospel of which they have 
either not heard, or of which they have only heard an imper- 
fect, perhaps a distorted, version. 

4. For not having lived up to a light which they have 
never enjoyed. 
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6. Also in cases of mixed responsibility, which are very 
numerous, God's omniscience will enable Him clearly to dis- 
criminate between that in a man for which he has been, and 
that in him for which he has not been responsible, and will 
only hold him accountable for that in the production of which 
he has been a voluntary agent. 

6. The righteous Judge of all the earth will not only 
judge men in conformity with His attribute of justice, but also 
in conformity with that of mercy ; or, according to a scrip- 
tural expression, *' Mercy rejoiceth against judgment ; " i.e. 
when justice has spoken mercy will plead. 

7. As far, therefore, as popular theories respecting retri- 
bution conflict with these principles, they are opposed alike 
to the affirmations of reason and revelation. 

VIII. With respect to the account of the creation and 
fall of man, as narrated in the second and third chap- 
ters of Genesis, we have established the following posi- 
tions : — 

1. The narrative of the fall is not once referred to in the 
subsequent writings of the Old Testament ; nor is it directly 
referred to by our Lord in the whole course of His teaching, 
nor affirmed by Him to have been that which rendered His 
mission necessary; and that it is only directly referred to in 
five out of the twenty-three remaining writings which com- 
pose the New Testament, and even then not for the purpose 
of erecting Christianity on it as a foundation. 

2. A vast number of those dogmas which, according to the 
affirmations of systematic and popular theology, rest on this 
doctrine as a foundation, must be first read into the narrative 
before even a hint of them can be found therein ; and this 
is equally true, whether the narrative is viewed as a history 
of actual occurrences or as an allegory. 

3. It is impossible to base on it any theory as to the 
condition in which man was originally created ; for while the 
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first narrative of creation affirms that he was made in the 
image of God, the second strongly suggests, though it does 
not affirm, that the moral and spiritual condition in which 
he was created was one of considerable imperfection ; inas- 
much as it represents both Adam and Eve as capable of being 
easily seduced by a slight temptation to disobey what they 
knew to be the express command of their Maker, and that 
the life to which Adam was destined, if he had continued in 
his original condition, would have been that of a cultivator 
of a fertile garden which yielded him sustenance and pleasure 
with little labour. Such a kind of life is certainly not one 
which suggests the idea of either high intellectual, moral, 
or spiritual elevation. 

4. Equally imperfect are the materials furnished by either 
of the two narratives to enable us to arrive at any certain 
conclusion whether man, as he was originally created, was 
subject to the law of death, in the same manner as the 
other animal races ; and if he was so created, whether death 
would have been the extinction of his being, as it is com- 
monly supposed to be of theirs. The first narrative, which 
affirms that he was created in the image of God, favours the 
idea that he was created not subject to the law of animal 
mortality ; but the second more than implies that his exemp- 
tion fi'om death would not have been due to anything which 
was naturally inherent in him, but that it would be the 
result of his eating of the fruit of the tree of life. 

5. The narrative contains no hint that the death threat- 
ened as the penalty of violating the Divine command not to 
eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
was intended to convey to Adam the idea either of what is 
designated spiritual death, or of a never-ending existence in 
torment ; still less that he would entail this terrible doom on 
his innumerable posterity, or that his sin would be imputed 
to them. These and various other theories which have been 
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propounded by theologians find no place in the narrative we 
are considering. 

6. The strongest affirmation which can be found in the 
New Testament, as to the effects which have resulted to the 
human race in virtue of their descent from Adam, is con- 
tained in the two following passages of St Paul : — 

"As through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed unto all men, for that all 
sinned." And, " As in the Adam all die, so also in the Christ 
shall all be made alive." 

Beyond these two affirmations it is silent as to the con- 
sequences which are alleged to have resulted to mankind 
from Adam's transgression. 

The general result, therefore, of an examination of this 
narrative is, that it furnishes no adequate data on which to 
erect a theory of future retribution. 

IX. With respect to the meaning which the apostolic 
writers intended to convey by the terminology employed by 
them, we have arrived at the following most important con- 
clusions : — 

1. That the Greek in which the New Testament is written 
is Greek as it was spoken and understood in those places in 
which the Churches had been founded, for the use of whose 
members these different writings were intended. 

2. That consequently the words employed by the apostolic 
writers are not used in a special or technical sense, such as 
they have subsequently acquired through the elaboration of 
systems of theology, but in the wide and popular sense which 
was attached to them by Greek-speaking people at the time 
when these writings were composed. 

3. That the shortness of the time which elapsed between 
the composition of some of these writings and the foundation 
of the Churches to which they are addressed, and the con- 
stant influx into them of fresh bodies of Gentile converts, 
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must have proved an effectual barrier against the termino- 
logy employed respecting retribution acquiring a technical 
sense, during this brief interval of time, among the members 
of these different Churches, widely separated as they were 
from one another. 

4. The writings of St. John form the sole exception to the 
use of language which is not purely popular, but the technical 
terms which he employs are extremely few. The most im- 
portant ones used by him were such as were current in certain 
philosophical schools of thought at the time when the writings 
in question were composed, and as they were composed near 
the close of the first century, these terms had become more or 
less familiar to the members of the different Churches. Few 
of them, however, have an immediate bearing on the question 
of future retribution. Words in St. Paul's writings, which 
some mistake for technicalities, were rendered familiar to 
the ordinary speaker of Greek by being terms in common 
use in the administration of justice. These also, though 
they have an important bearing on the great question which 
was eagerly discussed when the Apostle wrote, viz. the obliga- 
tion of Christians to observe the Mosaic law, have no direct 
reference to the question we are considering. 

5. Such being the vmls loquendi of the apostolic writers, 
it follows thijit the terminology employed by them respect- 
ing the retribution which will overtake the finally im- 
penitent in the unseen world is not used in a technical 
sense conveying one single definite meaning, but in the 
wider and more indeterminate one which such terms bore 
in the mouth of an ordinary speaker of the Greek language, 
such as the English words, which in the Revised Version are 
given as the equivalents of the corresponding Greek ones, 
bear in ordinary conversational English. 

6. It would have been impossible either for the early 
converts or for those Jewish or heathen auditories which the 



Digitized by 



Google 



416 FUTURE BETWBUTION. 

Christian missionaries were in the habit of addressing to have 
attached any other meaning to their language than that which 
was the popularly accepted one, unless some intimation had 
been given that the terms employed must be imderstood by 
the hearers not in their ordinary meaning but in some special, 
definite, and technical sense. Thus, to take an example, it 
was impossible that an ordinary speaker of Greek could have 
understood the word oXeOpo^, destruction, to mean " endless 
existence in never-ending torment," unless some means had 
been adopted to inform him tiiat the speaker or the writer 
attached this special meaning to the word in question, and 
uniformly used it to convey this very special and technical 
signification to the minds of those whom he was addressing. 

7. None of the terms used by the Apostolic writers in 
speaking of the retribution which will overtake impenitent 
sinners in the unseen world, according to their natural signi- 
fication, convey the idea that the punishment threatened was 

^ an endless existence in never-ending torment, nor do these 
writers drop any hint that they intended their readers to 
attach such a special and technical meaning to the words 
in question. In fact, to have used them in this sense, with- 
out even a hint that this was the thing intended, would have 
been to employ words in a sense whicli would have been 
both non-natural and misleading. 

8. Respecting the meaning of the word alwu, I have proved 
that when it is used to denote duration it is incapable of 
expressing the idea of duration without limits, unless it is 
united with a particle of negation. When it is not thus 
united it expresses a period of indefinite but limited duration, * 
such for example as an " age " or dispensation. An alwv, 
therefore, may be a short or a prolonged period of time. 
In this, its indefiniteness, it difiers from our modem terms 
by which we express the idea of duration, which are all 
definite ; nor can the idea of absence of limits be forced into 
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them by any process of multiplication. Thus a year or a 
century is an unmistakably definite period of time; and 
although millions of millions of years is an idea the vastness 
of which our minds find it diflScult to grasp, yet we know 
that a period must arrive when they will be exhausted, but 
that then what we designate endless duration will be no 
nearer its termination than when they first began. This is 
equally true of the words cdtove^y and alwves rwv cUtii/wi/, the 
multiples of alwp, and also of the word alwpio^, which merely 
expresses their adjective meaning. Alwu may therefore denote 
a period comparatively short, such as "this present evil age ; " 
and its multiples, such as alwue^ cdwvwvy i.e. ages of ages, 
that of one indefinitely vast, yet of limited duration. The truth 
is, the vista of the apostolic writers respecting the future was 
confined to the period of the Messianic reign. This being so, 
the various terms which the writers of the New Testament 
use as expressions of duration are not intended to denote 
the philosophical idea * of endlessness, but protracted periods 
of time indefinitely long. Still, a time must come when, 
whether they be thousands, hundreds of thousands, or hun- 
dreds of millions of years, the ages, or the ages of ages, 
they will be exhausted; and however long may be the inter- 
val before the work of redemption is finally accomplished, 
and the Son will resign the kingdom to the Father, that 
which we designate eternity, or a duration without limits, i.e. 
encUeaaness, must lie beyond it; but into this the vision of the 
apostolic writers did not penetrate, it being confined to the 
alwvio9 /ScuriXc/o, that is, " the age-long kingdom " of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, age-long in this connection being a term 
exactly equivalent in meaning to the Greek aldovto^. 

X. I have devoted three chapters of considerable length 
to the careful examination of the specific affirmations of the 
writers of the New Testament respecting retribution. These 
are far too numerous to render it possible to set before the 
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reader, in a brief summary, the conclusions resulting from 
them alL I can, however, place before him in a single sen- 
tence the general result of the investigation. "While they 
are unanimous in aflSrming that God will render to every 
man hereafter according to his works, to the righteous 
according to his righteousness, and to the wicked according 
to his sin, they not only make no direct affirmation that the 
punishment of evil men will be of endless duration, but the 
terms which they use to denote that punishment, in the ordi- 
nary sense which they bear in the Greek language, negative 
the idea of endlessness. From this a further conclu^sion fol- 
lows : inasmuch as a time will come at some period of the 
future, when " God will be all in all," it is a necessary con- 
sequence that evil beings will then have ceased to exist in 
the universe of God, and this result can only be brought 
about in two ways, either by their conversion or by their 
destruction. 

XL This conclusion brings us face to face with two ques- 
tions of the deepest interest, namely, Is there reason for believ- 
ing that a probation will be aflforded beyond the grave to those 
innumerable multitudes of mankind whose probation here 
has been passed under unfavourable conditions ? Will those 
who have never once had an opportunity of embracing the 
gospel here, or who have only had set before them some 
inadequate or distorted version of it, have an opportunity 
aflforded them of embracing it hereafter? Or, to put the 
question at issue in a slightly altered form, will those who 
die in a condition not lost to all good have an opportunity 
aflibrded them for repentance and amendment, and those who 
die imperfect in holiness for a growth in holiness, in the un- 
seen world ? 

To these questions only one writer in the New Testament 
gives an answer which is definite and distinct. I have shown 
that St. Peter affirms in two passages of his Epistle— unless 
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for the purpose of evading the natural meaning of his lan- 
guage we put on it a most strained interpretation — ^that such 
an opportunity has heen afiforded to a portion of the human 
race, viz. to the disobedient antediluvians who perished in 
the flood, and that Jesus Christ proclaimed to them ** good 
tidings " between His death and resurrection ; and also that, 
although the Apostle mentions the antediluvians alone, 
the inference is irresistible that men who have lived and 
died under equally unfavourable conditions will be similarly 
favoured. But while St Peter is the only writer in the New 
Testament who makes an express affirmation on this subject, 
I have further shown that the same inference follows as a 
necessary consequence from the character of God as it is 
revealed in the person, work, and teaching of Jesus Christ, 
and that the appeal of those who have lived and died under 
the unfavourable conditions referred to in former chapters 
cannot but come up with acceptance before Him by whom 
God will judge the world in righteousness, who is as merciful 
as He is just, and who came to give His life for the life of the 
world. 

XIL To the same conclusion those considerations point on 
which the theory of universalism is based, and also those 
numerous passages of Scripture which I have adduced in the 
last chapter which affirm the all-embracing efficacy of Christ's 
redeeming work, and the ultimate and final triumph of good 
over evil through Him. Is it possible, I ask, to read these and 
believe that the final result of redemption will be the salvation 
of only a small portion of the human race, and the consigning 
of multitudes, so numerous as to transcend our powers of 
definite conception, either to an existence in misery which will 
never end, or to ultimate annihilation ? So strong are these 
declarations that, as I have observed, if they stood unqualified 
by other declarations of our Lord and His Apostles, which 
in their natural meaning affirm the destruction of the finally 
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impenitent, they would go far, very far, to suggest, if they 
would not absolutely prove, that the result of Christ's redeem- 
ing work will be the ultimate recovery of every evil being to 
holiness and to God. But, as it is an unquestionable fsEtct 
that the overwhelming majority of mankind have both lived 
and died in a condition either of positive unholiness or in 
one of very imperfect holiness, it follows, unless these Scrip- 
tures make unmeaning affirmations, and unless the Divine 
attributes of justice, holiness, mercy, and love differ widely 
from our human conceptions of these qualities, that a state 
of things must await man beyond the grave in which those 
whose probation here has been passed imder unfavour- 
able conditions will enter on one hereafter where the con- 
ditions will be favourable ; in which those who have had no 
opportunity afforded them of embracing the gospel here will 
have one afforded them of doing so in the unseen world ; in 
which those who die in a condition in which all good in them 
is not utterly extinct may be capable of recovery to holiness ; 
and in which those who die imperfect in holiness may have 
the opportunity afforded them of growing " to the jmeasure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ." Such are our general 
conclusions. 

It will doubtless be urged as a fatal objection to the chief 
positions maintained in this work that the doctrine of the 
everlasting damnation of the wicked — i.e. their endless exist- 
ence in never-ending torment — ^has received so wide an accept- 
ance in the Christian Church as to render it one of its 
catholic doctrines, and that this acceptance has been so wide 
and general as fully to realise the maxim, '*Quod semper, 
quod ubique, quod ab omnibus ; *' that is to say, what all 
Christians have always everywhere believed must constitute 
an essential truth of Christianity, and consequently the truth 
of this doctrine is so placed beyond dispute as to render all 
farther inquiry into it useless. 
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To this I answer, that this much- vaunted rule for deter- 
mining what constitutes an essential Christian truth is little 
better than a pyramid erected on its apex. It may be 
theoretically correct to say that what all men always every- 
where have believed must be true, or that what all Christians 
always everywhere have believed to constitute an essential 
truth of Christianity must be one of its essential truths. 
Whether this be so or not, it will be imnecessary to dis- 
cuss here ; for the moment we attempt to give this rule a 
practical application it vanishes into thin air as a test of 
truth, for the very simple reason that we have no possible 
means of ascertaining either what all men or what all Chris- 
tians have always everywhere believed. If, on the other 
hand, we interpret the rule in question into meaning 
only what the majority have believed, it requires no proof 
that such beliefe are very uncertain tests of truth. If, 
however, it be alleged that all that the maxim means 
is, that whatever doctrine has been accepted by what is 
designated the Catholic Church must constitute so essential 
a truth of Christianity as to render superfluous all further in- 
vestigation into its claims to be accepted as such, we then 
become involved in the following very difficult questions, 
viz. what constitutes universal acceptance by the Catholic 
Church ? through what medium is its voice heard ? and 
how is this universal acceptance to be proved during the 
long ages of the past ? So complicated is the mass of matter 
which must be carefully investigated before it is possible 
to arrive at anything approaching to certainty on such 
subjects, that it will be long, indeed, before we can deter- 
mine what are and what are not essential truths of Chris- 
tianity, if this is the only mode by which the validity of such 
truths must be determined. Any further discussion of this 
question, however, is superfluous ; for whether such rules are 
valid or invalid for the purposes for which they have been 
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put forward, it is a matter of absolute certainty that in all 
ages of the Christian Church, as far as our historical evidence 
extends, there have been eminent theologians who have been 
unable to accept as a Christian verity the conmionly accepted 
doctrine known by the name of eternal danmation. This 
being so, the affirmation that it is a doctrine which has been 
accepted always everywhere by the Catholic Church of Jesus 
Christ is untrue, and therefore the theory which has been 
erected on the assumption of its truth is invalid. 

But the extensive acceptance of a particular position by 
the Church, as true, is very far from constituting any adequate 
reason for believing that it must be so. As I have above 
remarked, the . evidence is wholly wanting that any except 
those very simple truths on which Christianity is based, and 
the denial of the truth of which would completely nullify it, 
have received the universal assent of the entire Christian 
Church. On the contrary, there are several positions which, 
as far as our evidence goes, have made a very near approach 
to receiving such assent at different periods of the Church's 
history, which are now recognised as untrue. Of these a few 
instances will suffice. Once it was an all but universal belief, 
if not an actually universal one, that the sun moved round 
the earth, and that to affirm the motion of the latter was a 
most flagrant denial of the truth of Scripture ; and when 
those appeared who openly controverted the truth of this 
belief, the position taken by them was pronounced a heresy. 
So it was with the belief that there are antipodes. Up to our 
own day, the belief that the world was created in six natural 
days had a far stronger claim to be a catholic belief than an 
overwhelming majority of the dogmas in behalf of which 
such a claim has been asserted ; and the idea that animal and 
vegetable life had existed on the globe for hundreds of thou- 
sands of years, would have been pronounced one of the most 
dangerous of heresies. It would be easy to enumerate many 
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Other positions which hare received an equally wide accept- 
ance, and which modem investigations have shown to be 
utterly untrue. But to come to dogmas which are more 
avowedly Christian. It is impossible to read the New Testa- 
ment, and attach to language its natural meaning, without 
arriving at the conclusion that the belief that the personal 
coming of Christ was then actually imminent, or at any 
rate an event not very remote, was an all but, if not an 
actually, universal belief of the apostolic Church; yet time 
has proved that that belief was founded on a mistake. Not 
to mention others, two beliefs may establish a far stronger 
claim to universality than that which affirms that the ulti- 
mate fate of those who die in an unholy state will be a never- 
ending existence in never-ending torment I allude to the 
widespread belief, in the early Church, which was accepted as 
true by a majority of its most eminent doctors and teachers, 
that the atonement was a sacrifice offered to the devil ; and 
to the still more widespread and fatal belief, which has been 
sanctioned by the highest authorities of the Church and 
State during not less than fourteen hundred years, that per- 
secution is a lawful instrument to employ in the defence of 
Christianity, the suppression of so-called heresy, and in the 
propagation of the faith. With these instances before us, it 
is absurd to invoke the wide acceptance of this doctrine as a 
bar to our summoning it to answer for its truth at the tri- 
bunal of reason and revelation. 

I will conclude with a citation from the work of one, whose 
praise is in the gospel throughout all the Churches, as to the 
possibility of the discovery of truths hitherto overlooked in 
the records of revelation and the mode in which such in- 
vestigations must be conducted to render them fruitful of 
results : — 

" And as it is owned the whole scheme of Scripture is not 
yet imderstood ; so, if it ever comes to be understood, before 
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the restitution of all things, and without miraculous inter- 
positions ; it must be in the same way as natural knowledge 
is come at : by the continuance and progress of learning and 
of liberty ; and by particular persons attending to, comparing 
and pursuing, intimations scattered up and down it, which 
are overlooked and disregarded by the generality of the world. 
For this is the way, in which all improvements are made ; 
by thoughtful men's tracing on obscure hints, as it were, 
dropped us by nature accidentally, or which seem to come 
into our minds by chance. Nor is it at all incredible, that a 
book, which has so long been in the possession of mankind, 
should contain many truths as yet undiscovered. For, all the 
same phenomena, and the same faculties of investigation, 
from which such great discoveries in natural knowledge have 
been made in the present and last age, were equally in 
possession of mankind several thousand years before. And 
possibly it might be intended, that events, as they come to 
pass, should open and ascertain the meaning of several parts 
of Scripture." (Butler's Analogy, Part II. Chap. III.) 

A period of a century and a half will very shortly have 
elapsed since this very remarkable passage was written by 
this most profound thinker. "When he wrote it physical 
science was in its early youth; the critical and historical 
sciences, if then bom, were in their infancy. Since then 
these, especially the former, have thrown an illumination on 
the realities of things which may be said to amount to 
a revelation, communicated, to adopt the bishop's language, 
" without miraculous interpositions." This illumination has 
reflected an amount of light on the Bible, its historical 
character, and on its interpretation, such as the student has 
never enjoyed before. Pre-eminently worthy, therefore, of 
the deepest attention of the Christian student, are the con- 
cluding words of the above quotation: "Nor is it at all in- 
credible, that a book, which has so long been in the possession 
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of mankind, should contain many trutlis as yet undiscovered. 
For, all the same phenomena, and the same fEtculties of in- 
vestigation, from which such great discoveries in natural 
knowledge have been made in the present and the last 
age," — and we may justly add to the bishop's words, in 
the present age — "were equally in possession of mankind 
several thousand years before. And possibly it might be 
intended^ that events, as they come to pass, should open amd 
ascertain the meanin^g of several parts of Scripture.** 

Such, then, were the views entertained by this profound 
thinker, greatly lauded, it is true, by all parties in the 
Church, but some of whose most important positions not a 
few of these parties have deemed it expedient to ignore. 
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